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GOOD NEWS ON LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN

A Georges River Council Local Planning Panel at the end of June voted
unanimously to save the Foreshore Scenic Protection Area under the current
Hurstville LEP2012. It will not be reduced from its current boundaries and the
proposal to extend the FSPA into the foreshore area of the former Kogarah
Council will be implemented.
The LEP also endorsed amendments to Clause 6.13 Landscaped areas in
certain residential and environmental protection zones to increase the
minimum landscaped area requirements for dual occupancies (non-FSPA) to
25% and dual occupancies (FSPA) to 30% and to ensure new developments
are accompanied by increased planting and vegetation. “All in all, a good
result, representing basically what OFF was asking for” (Kim Wagstaff).
According to the report there were 510 submissions in relation to the FSPA
with over 400 submissions objecting to the removal of properties within the
FSPA due to impacts associated with overdevelopment as the result of
increased dual occupancy development potential and the loss of vegetation
and biodiversity through overdevelopment.

Anyway that's for the future. In the meantime thanks go to all those who
wrote letters, made submissions and /or addressed the LPP with
impassioned arguments for protecting our local environment

MOUNTAIN BIKES IN OATLEY PARK

A letter was recently sent to Georges River Council about the damage being
caused by mountain bikes to the tracks in Oatley Park. Council responded
positively, saying that:
• The mountain bike tracks identified will be removed and suitable
barricades put in place. This action will be supervised by GRC Bushcare
personnel to ensure no further damage to the native vegetation in the area.
• New signage will be installed that state cycling in bushland reserves is
prohibited.
• Temporary surveillance cameras will be installed at various locations and
appropriate warning signs will be erected.

OFF’s submission was one of these, strongly objecting to the loss of
vegetation and significant detrimental impacts on biodiversity, and pointing
out that Council had not done the necessary biodiversity studies or even
referred to existing biodiversity information in state databases
.

A number of submissions were made by OFF members, including those
below:
“The proposal to remove 2,380 properties in the Oatley, Lugarno and
Peakhurst areas from the historic Foreshore Scenic Protection Area will
certainly severely impact remnant native vegetation -particularly the majestic
Blackbutts, Sydney red gums and grey gums that grace our garden suburb.
The proposed Georges River LEP2020 reduced the number of lots to remain
in the FSPA by 2380. Re-drawing of the FSPA to protect only a narrow band
of immediate waterfront properties in this Planning Proposal is totally
unacceptable.”
“I wish to express my strongest concern that a Biodiversity Study and
Assessment of the LGA was not undertaken to inform the development of the
draft LEP even when excellent and reliable information is readily available
from the Department of Planning Industry and Environment website on the
extent and type of native vegetation present and the presence and
distribution of native fauna, including several threatened species and
endangered ecological communities protected under threatened species
legislation. This is in spite of a recent Department of Environment and Climate
Change (now DPIE) report describing the outstanding fauna values of this
part of the Georges River within the Sydney Metropolitan Area and the many
government policies seeking to protect and expand the extent of native
vegetation cover and improve native vegetation connectivity in the Sydney
Metropolitan Area. Alarmingly Council’s draft LEP states that no threatened
species will be impacted by this new draft LEP which is clearly wrong and
shows a gross failure of Council to take responsibility to protect the natural
environment of the LGA for its residents and the flora and fauna, especially
threatened species and endangered ecological communities, dependent on
the remaining bushland habitats and extensive leafy gardens.”
It is also noted that the local NSW MP, Mark Coure, was very supportive of
submissions to retain the existing Hurstville 2012 LEP Foreshore Scenic
Protection Area. OFF would like to thank him for his support.
The LPP's decision does however need to be put in context. The LPP has
made a potentially ominous reference to the future preparation of the next
iteration of the GRC LEP in 2021/2022 when the FSPA will be reviewed
again. This may include consideration of additional environmental protection
zones or modifications of the Foreshore Scenic Protection Area. We expect
however that all the required biodiversity studies will have been completed
by then and so the next iteration will be fully and properly informed of the
presence and value of the biodiversity in our local environment.

PLANTING IN MOORE RESERVE

Georges River Council recently posted a media release on its website on
OFF’s planting: https://www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/About-YourCouncil/Publications/Media/More-shrubs-for-Moore-Reserve-thanks-to-Council-fu

The Leader then published an online article describing this planting:
https://www.theleader.com.au/story/6823060/more-shrubs-for-moore-reserve/?cs=12

OATLEY CALENDAR 2021
Don’t forget to send in your photos for the OFF 2021 calendar. Photos should
highlight natural images of Oatley and the Georges River. 5 entries per
person are allowed, 1 photo per person selected. Entries should be taken
within the Georges River Council area and emailed with the photographer's
name image title and short description of when and where the photo was
taken to OFF2021calendar@outlook.com, Entries close on 15th August 2020.

NARRABRI CSG SUBMISSION
The Independent Planning Commission has received a referral from the NSW
Department of Planning to review the Narrabri gas project. This is the last
step before Santos has approval to plunder 850 CSG wells through the
recharge zone of the Great Artesian Basin in the precious Pilliga forest.
Members are asked to consider putting in a submission against this proposal
if you disagree with it. Please consider this proposal carefully and make your
views known to the IPC. OFF has prepared a preliminary submission which
can be viewed here: http://off.oatleypark.com/2020/07/20/narrabri-gasproject-off-submission-to-the-independent-planning-commission-on-the/
SUBMISSIONS CLOSE 31 JULY.

2020 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS A big thank you to all members who
have paid their subscriptions for 2020, keeping OFF a strong and substantial
voice for the environment, with close to 300 members. Thanks also to those
who made donations to the President’s fund, enabling OFF to fund grants to
University students carrying out environmental research, and in turn
presenting their up-to-date and interesting results to our meetings.

Coming OFF Events in July/August 2020
OFF Full Year Events Calendar at: off.oatleypark.com/program
OFF will continue with the monthly guest speaker program for 2020. However, due to the COVID-19 restrictions, we must conduct these meetings on-line, using
the video conference application Zoom, which you can download for free via this link: https://zoom.us/ or from Play Store (Google) or App Store (Apple). You
should run a test before meetings to ensure you can connect on the night. You will receive an invitation prior to meetings or use the link below.

27 July 2020 –– Presentation on the Moorebank Intermodal
Erik Rakowski will tell us about the proposed Moorebank Intermodal. This is a proposal to develop a huge import-export terminal with 850,000 sqm of
associated warehousing. RAID is concerned that placing a heavy industrial facility in the middle of a residential area will impact on the health and wellbeing of
the community of Liverpool and the wider area. It will also adversely affect the local environment, including Koala habitat and the critically endangered Hibbertia
fumana, thought to be extinct for almost 200 years. Login before 7.30pm: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3742141020?pwd=i_daK5memiUVeVb7bERgr5WgKybj2w

2 Aug Field Trip – Georges River National Park (limit 20 due to current restrictions).
Leader: Karlo Taliana. A walk through the Picnic Point section of the Georges River NP, covering an area of high diversity in our native flora. Variations in
landscape from the open heath areas on Picnic Point ridge down to the more closed forests near Yeramba Lagoon will be covered. We will meet at the bottom
end of Amberdale Avenue (cul-de-sac) Picnic Point at 9.30am. Bring lunch and water. Note that this is bush walking and there are no toilets along the way.

OFF Annual Dinner
The annual dinner will now be held later in the year due to the current restrictions. When Mortdale RSL informs OFF that normal operations are resuming, a
new date will be set and members notified. Donations for the annual raffle are still most welcome. Contact: Sue Howard 9579 1718 or Vicki Bolling 9580 3107.
National Tree Day 2020 Events Cancelled
Georges River Council has notified OFF there will be no National Tree Day plantings or plant giveaways this year. Planet Ark co-hosts the plantings and it has
decided to cancel because of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic across Australia and the ongoing uncertainty around potential restrictions on gatherings.
Georges River Council has scheduled the event for February/ March 2021. A GRC officer said Council appreciates the assistance and consistent support offered
by Oatley Flora and Fauna to National Tree Day events and acknowledges the expert knowledge members of our association provide to our local community.

Meetings of the Society are normally held at the Oatley RSL Sub-Branch Hall, 25 Letitia St, Oatley from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, usually on
the fourth Monday of the month. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and field days.
However, until the restrictions of the COVID-19 Pandemic are lifted meetings will be held digitally using the Zoom application.
BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………………..

OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is normally on second Saturday each
month starting 12.00 pm. Bushcare is now allowed again, so it will be held
on 8Aug. Meet at the main entrance in Oatley Park Ave. New participants
welcome, contact John Kensett - GRC Bushcare Officer, m: 0435 963 643
LOCAL BUSHCARE Members can assist by volunteering to maintain OFF
planting sites on the fourth Thursday of each month (except December) from
8.00 am to 11 am. We will be back on 30 July at Moore Reserve, near the
off-leash dog area, supervised by GRC's Bushcare Officer, John Kensett
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879.
This activity usually takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after
OFF General Meetings. This month we will be at Myles Dunphy Reserve on
28 July.
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY meetings held at 2.30 pm on the second
Sunday of every month. These meetings are now being held on-line using
Zoom. The address is http://zoom.us/j/7868786878.
OFF TALKS on YouTube. Some recent OFF presentations via ZOOM can
now be found on YouTube, as well as some earlier movies:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd_PLK8og40D0ekuYAys3lQ

SCARBOROUGH PONDS TRAIL KOGARAH TO RAMSGATE

After the Government eased the restrictions on activities we were able to
resume our activities program on 28th June, exploring the Scarborough
Wetlands.
We had a very favourable response with 17 people taking part. While it
wasn’t a long walk at 5km, it was very interesting exploring an area which
many of us have never visited. The weather was relatively cool but rain held
off although at one stage it did seem threatening.
The walk was beside the wetland which ranged from relatively large bodies
of water to narrow creeks. There was plenty of wildlife particularly birds
which were using both the water bodies and the surrounding vegetation.

Some parts were very weedy but as is often the case these areas were well
utilised by birds.
It was noted that the Swamp Mahogany, Eucalyptus robusta was flowering
well and was very popular with birds particularly honeyeaters and lorikeets.
Other people were using the area including a group who had small remote
controlled boats including a submarine which were very interesting. Overall
I think most people enjoyed the day and appreciated an opportunity to get
outdoors. (Graham Fry)

PROPOSED WORKING VISIT TO SUSTAINABLE FARM
A weekend trip in September is
being organised for OFF members
and friends to visit the farm of Vince
Heffernan in the Upper Lachlan
Valley, c 3.5 hours drive from
Oatley. The plan is to help Greening
Australia plant up to 2000 trees as
part of Vince's efforts to convert his
sheep farm to a sustainable farm
based on biodynamic principles.
Accommodation will be either with
own tent or van, in basic shearers
quarters or at nearby pub or motel at
Galong.
Janine and Adrian Polhill recently visited Vince's farm and it looks good after
recent light rain. They saw red-browed finches, eastern spinebills, many
rosellas and yellow-rumped thornbills. Vince is working with Greening
Australia based on their Whole of Paddock Rehabilitation initiative. This
includes determining which species of shrubs and trees are to be planted
and the exact area. For further information and booking, contact Adrian on
0424 478498 or adrianpolhill@bigpond.com.
Don’t forget to keep an eye on the OFF Facebook page and like us!
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