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THE AGM 4TH FEBUARY 
Congratulations to Julian Sheen who was re-elected as 
President. Congratulations, also, to the committee 
members for this year. Their names are listed in the 
enclosed 2008 Program of Events. Secretary Faye 
Coughlan delivered a detailed summary on the 
Society's activities for 2007. Julian thanked Leslie Cox 
and Yvonne Penn who were not seeking re-election to 
the committee. He paid special tribute to Leslie for her 
significant contribution to the Society over many 
years. He then spoke on the role and function of the 
Society, listing its objectives and the means used to 
achieve them in 2007. Those objectives are: 
• To stimulate interest in Australian flora and fauna. 
• To act to protect and foster an interest in the 

natural environment, particularly at the local level. 
• To foster an understanding of the need to conserve 

the natural environment and resources. 
• To cooperate with other groups to achieve these 

objectives at local, state, national and international 
level. 

He called on members to consider both the stated 
objectives and their level of achievement in 2007. 

MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE 
Myles Dunphy (1891-1985) was a local resident, very 
well known for his commitment to conservation. As 
one of his many projects, he formulated the Greater 
Blue Mountains National Park scheme in the period 
1922 to 1932 [Source: The Colong Foundation for Wilderness]. 
In 1992 Hurstville City Council agreed to name the 
Myles Dunphy Bushland Reserve as suggested by the 
Oatley Flora and Fauna Society. [Hurstville City Council 
Website 2008] The O.F.F. Committee is continuing to 
lobby Hurstville Council to protect this important 
reserve from the threats of incursion by developers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PRESERVE OUR TREES! 
For over 50 years O.F.F. has been protesting about the 
destruction of trees by councils, developers, and 
householders. Trees are still under threat. As older 
houses are demolished, the entire flora often goes with 
them, even when the trees/plants are beautiful, long 
standing and not in the way of the planned new building 
or the builders.  
OFF members have reported recent damage to a 
number of magnificent trees, and particularly to two in 
the Oatley area. One tree was removed from a public 
area without any consultation; a second is dying, 
apparently because of excavation below its roots. Both 
of these incidents are being taken up by the OFF 
Committee with appropriate Council officers.  

LONE PINE  
The most historically significant exotic species 
growing in Oatley Park is a Lone Pine tree (Pinus 
halepensis), grown from a seed collected by Owen 
Jones Davies, from the original Lone Pine tree of the 
famous 1915 Gallipoli campaign, one of very few trees 
successfully propagated from the original. [Hurstville 
Council in its Oatley Park Management Plan Nov 2004] 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
This remains a debated subject with many still not 
convinced that our excessive production of green 
house gases and careless pollution contributes to 
temperature change. Climate Campaign suggests 
strategies to make politicians more aware of what is 
happening and encourage them to take effective steps 
to protect the planet [www.climatecampaign.info ].  
 

EARTH HOUR 
Earth Hour 2008 is on 29 March at 8pm. It has become 
a global movement now involving Sydney, Chicago, 
Tel Aviv, Manila, Copenhagen, Melbourne, Brisbane 
and Toronto. All are turning off their lights for an hour 
as a gesture in fighting global warming. We suggest 
that when you are switching off, you light a lantern or 
fire-safe candle in a prominent place showing that the 
darkness is intentional, and not just because you are 
away from home on that evening. 
 

Published by 
OATLEY FLORA & FAUNA 

CONSERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
Print Post App. No.  PP 255003/03239 Since 1955Issue: 2008/2

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
Have you paid you OFF subscription for 2008? If 
not, please post your cheque to the Secretary PO 
Box 52 Mortdale. It remains $25 per person or per 
family living at the same address.  
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CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

Clean Up Australia Day 2008 is on Sunday 2nd March. 
The site for O.F.F. members and other volunteers is 
Poulton Park, Hurstville Grove, concentrating on the 
mangroves and creek-line, so wear suitable footwear. 
Assemble at the park on corner of Morshead Drive and 
Kyle Parade beginning at 9am. Kogarah Council will 
provide a breakfast barbeque for participants from 8am 
to 11am. Coordinator is Liz Cameron.  

FOXES IN THE PARK! 
Five foxes have recently been seen together in the 
Oatley Pleasure Park and they did not appear troubled 
by several children scampering near them. Parents are 
warned that they may be a threat to children. The 
Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre reports 
that foxes are a huge problem, their environmental 
impact is greater than for any other introduced 
vertebrate, and our worst predator, taking 30% of 
lambs in some areas. http://www.invasiveanimals.com 

FERAL RABBITS ON COURSE 
Some local golfers have noticed heightened activity 
among the rabbit population in the area. National Parks 
and Wildlife report grazing and burrowing by rabbits 
can cause serious erosion problems, reduce seeding and 
growth of native plants, and change the landscape. 
Rabbits also threaten the survival of a number of native 
animal species, and attract predators such as foxes. 

CANE TOADS 
The Daily Telegraph [11Feb] reports that eight cane 
toads have been found in the Sutherland Shire over the 
past seven months. Council has moved quickly to kill 
the toads. "Cane toads are known to be highly 
adaptable so without the preventive action council is 
taking, there is potential for this environmental 
menace to spread," a Council spokeswoman said. 

HEAT WAVE 
It is noted that January was the hottest month on 
record in Australia. The median temperature across the 
country was 1.3◦ higher than average. [The Leader Feb 7] 
 
 

SECRET CREEK SANCTUARY 
The Australian Ecosystems Foundation Inc opened 
this wild life sanctuary for tours last December. It is 
home to Rock-wallabies, Swamp Wallabies, Potoroos, 
Pademelons and Eastern and Tiger Quolls with more 
animals to come. It is located in Lithgow and you can 
find out about their program on [02] 6351 4515 or 
http://www.ausecossystems.org.au  

PULP MILL AND POISONS 
Wilderness News writing on the Tamar Valley Pulp 
Mill states that there will be a resulting high level of 
dioxins and furans, significant components of Agent 
Orange, and environmentally very dangerous. It 
comments that regardless of whether we need a new 
pulp mill, Australia could have chosen ‘first tier’ pulp 
mill technology, without dioxins and already operating 
in a number of Scandinavian countries. [WN Summer 
2008] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHALING IN THE ANTARCTIC  
An organisation called Whales Revenge is trying to 
get a million people world wide to sign a petition to 
stop whaling [around 931,552 at last count] and is 
asking everyone they contact to publicise their petition 
as widely as possible [www.whalesrevenge.com].   
 
 OFF NOTE 

“I was surprised when my son arriving home from 
the first day of school announced that the day 
before at school had been Stuffed Elephants’ Day. 
Concerned at the possible environmental 
significance, I checked with the school. It was Staff 
Development Day”; (from a very authoritative 
parent). 

COMING EVENTS 
• 25th February (Monday), Oatley Presentation -, 'Biodiversity Conservation in a Sustainable University 

Campus' on how to make a campus self-sufficient in water and stationary energy supplies, and to 
eliminate or recycle waste. Speaker Fred Bell.  

• 1st March (Saturday), Walk, Sydney Harbour Shoreline - Cremorne Point - Taronga Park area. Walkers 
will meet at Mortdale station in time to catch the 8.39 train to Town Hall and Circular Quay (third last 
carriage). From there we will catch the 9.55 ferry to Cremorne, arriving at 10.05. From the jetty we will 
explore Cremorne Point and the way to Taronga Zoo. It will be a day full of spectacular views, a bit of 
history and comfortable walking. Bring morning tea, lunch and a hat. Swimming is possible at Cremorne 
after the walk. Leaders Annette and Julian Sheen 0415428744. 

• 2nd March  Clean Up Australia Day [see below] 
The enclosed 2008 Program of Events provides the list for the year. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
You can dial 112 on your mobile for the world wide 
emergency number. If you have an emergency and 
000 is out of range, try 112 for a connection. 
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CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
The site for O.F.F. on Clean Up Australia Day 
was Poulton Park, Hurstville Grove. Thirteen 
members attended collecting 26 bags of rubbish. 
About a third of the bags, filled with drink 
containers were recyclable. There was less 
rubbish upstream this year than previously, but 
about the same amount as last time on the bay 
side. [Report by site coordinator, Liz Cameron]. 

CONSERVATION ON CAMPUS 
Dr Fred Bell spoke at the last OFF meeting on 
plans to make Newcastle University's Ourimbah 
Campus a model of ecological sustainability. The 
plans require the beautiful bushland setting and 
adjoining forest habitats to be preserved, the 
Campus to become self-sufficient in water and 
electrical power supplies, and all waste to be 
recycled.  

THE CREMORNE WALK  
Twenty one OFF members blessed the 
meteorological gods as Saturday 1st March 
dawned with clear skies. The weather remained 
magnificent all day. The Harbour looked beautiful 
and the walk from Cremorne Point to Taronga 
Zoo wharf was much enjoyed. The focus on 
domestic architecture 1903-1940 proved most 
interesting and the pathways were sumptuous.  
Special thanks go to the lady who invited us onto 
her balcony to view her house [former Fijian 
Consulate] and its surrounds. Thanks also to the 
possum that entertained us from the branches of 
a shady tree and the black rabbit boldly eating 
grass near Mosman wharf. Well done to North 
Sydney Council with its huge sign against tree 
poisoners. Best wishes to the crew of the sailing 
boat swamped in the harbour who declined our 
ferry’s offer of help, saying they were expecting a 
tow. [Report by Julian Sheen - Walk Leader] 

 
 

OATLEY PARK 
Although Oatley Park and adjoining reserves 
contain little more than half a square kilometre of 
bushland, animals can move between this and 
larger reserves along the Georges and Woronora 
rivers through swamps, tidal flats and other 
natural corridors. It is a significant conservation 
reserve and home to about 320 species of native 
plants. There have been reports of echidnas, 
wallabies, koalas, wombats and platypus within 
20 km of this area. http://off.oatleypark.com/flora.html 

USE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
As we become more aware of the problems 
associated with the over use of cars we seek to 
drive our cars less. Recent news media reports 
indicate that numbers are going up on trains and 
buses. However, buses are not being extensively 
used in areas like Oatley where there is little 
advertising, timetables are hard to find, and 
certainly not easy to read. There are almost no 
adults on unlisted buses from Oatley West to 
Mortdale at 7 and 8 AM. Buses leave Hurstville 
station at various times during the day and some 
will go to Oatley West “on request”. For more 
information T 91538787 or www.punchbowlbus.com.au 

4 of 10 REASONS AGAINST F 6 

 
http://www.ssec.org.au/carts/downloads/10ReasonsFinal.pdf 
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LAST CALL--ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
Is your 2008 subscription overdue? Please note 
that, according to the Constitution, membership 
ceases if payment is not made by 31st March. 
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EARTH HOUR 

You are reminded that Earth Hour is on 29th 
March at 8pm. You are asked to turn off your 
electric lights for an hour as a gesture in fighting 
global warming. To emphasise the message we 
suggest that you light a lantern or fire-safe candle 
in a prominent place to indicate that the “electric 
darkness” is intentional, and not just because you 
are out. See: www.earthhour.org. 

MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE 
OFF has written again to Hurstville Council 
regarding Council’s decisions on the former 
bowling club site adjacent to the Reserve. OFF 
continues to argue that the site should be zoned 
for specific recreation (6A Zoning) with open 
discussion and detailed consultation with the 
community. It is not yet clear if the Council’s 
study of the reserve has been completed and 
whether its report will be made public. 

GARBAGE RE-USED 
Recycling garbage is clearly important in caring 
for the planet, helping to reduce carbon 
emissions and re using material that would 
otherwise pollute the environment. Looking at the 
use of red, yellow and green bins in the 
neighbourhood, it does not appear that everyone 
is using the system efficiently. Some use only the 
red and some only the yellow bin. On one 
estimate, Sydney households generate 1.8 million 
tonnes of garbage a year. Most goes to the tip 
and only about 20 % is recycled, even though 
90% of those surveyed favoured recycling. 

RECYCLING WATER 
Kogarah Council, Beverley Park Golf Course, 
Sydney Water and Copa Water are backing a 
recycling project on the Beverley Park Golf 
Course. The sewer mining plant can produce 200 
kilolitres/day of class water. infolink.com.au/articles 
 

PLANT CONSERVATION CONFERENCE 
21-24 April at Mulgoa //www.anpc.asn.au/conferences 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A HELPING HAND! 
It is good when people who 
have found a lost pet go to a 
lot of trouble to locate the 
owner. In this case the 
search for a cat owner may 
be in vain. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
GEORGES RIVER COMBINED COUNCILS  

The Combined Councils Committee has nine 
Councils working together to lobby for the 
protection of the River. It manages the 
‘Riverkeeper Program’, designed to rehabilitate 
the river and to ensure its sustainable future. If 
you have any queries about the health of the 
River contact the Committee through your local 
Council. P191 of: Kogarah Council Report_06-07.pdf 
 

ENDING INJURED ANIMALS’ HOTLINE 
Telstra states that its decision to cut the “triple 0 
line” for injured native animals in April was “due to 
the implementing of new technology”. Others 
suggest that this regrettable decision has been 
taken because the line was not making enough 
money. 
 OFF NOTE 
“We were puzzled, if not a little alarmed, when 
our 5 year old daughter at dinner announced 
that her teacher keeps talking about naked 
trees and how we must take care of them. She 
then asked if we had any around our house. 
We sometime later worked out that the teacher 
was talking about native trees.” 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY [ICE] 
It is recommended that you have an emergency number listed on 
your mobile phone [if any] under the heading of ICE with a name 
next to it. If you are in an accident, the ambulance or police can 
then easily contact the person nominated. 

COMING EVENTS 
• 31st March (Monday) 'Wetland birds of Moore Reserve', Oatley Presentation   Speaker: David 

Waterhouse examining the positive effects of the restoration of the Limekiln Bay and Moore reserve 
wetlands on Oatley’s bird populations. 

• April 6th (NB Sunday *) Please note that the walk for April printed in the OFF program had to be changed as 
the Cowan Creek track is still closed following last year’s bushfires. The walk now will be Hunters Hill to 
Lane Cove National Park, part of the Great North Walk. The whole walk is about 13km, but you can leave 
after 9 km. Fairly level track beside Lane Cove River. Lots of views, historic sites (Fairyland, old Fiddens 
Wharf) and lovely bushland. Meet at Druitt St bus stop (near Kent St, beside Town Hall) at 9.05am for 
9.13am bus no 506. Alight at Hunters Hill Hotel where walk will begin. Return by bus to Chatswood 
Station. Leader Alan Fairley (tel 9570 8332) will be catching the 8.17am train from Oatley. 

• April 28th (Monday), Oatley Presentation -Speaker: Erin Dixon (Sydney Metropolitan Catchment 
Management Authority) 'Managing Natural Resources within Sydney’  
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WALK: HUNTERS HILL TO LANE COVE N.P. 
Fifteen people enjoyed this 9 km stretch of the 
Great North Walk on 6th April. The track 
meandered through narrow bushland reserves 
with scenic views of Lane Cove River. One 
interesting spot was the site of Fairyland Pleasure 
Ground which operated from the 1930s to 1970, 
but is now almost completely overgrown. There 
were not many wildflowers in bloom (except for 
some fine pink Crowea), but the large number of 
ground orchid leaves indicated a good flowering 
later in the year. The weather was mixed, with a 
heavy shower half way along the route, then 
clearing to dry us out by the time we reached the 
Lane Cover National park. It was another good 
trip to an area few of the participants had visited 
before. [Report by Alan Fairley – Walk Leader] 

HOUSEHOLD CHEMICAL CLEAN UP 
A free clean up for household chemicals will be 
held from 9am to 3.30pm on Saturday and 
Sunday 24-25th May hosted by Hurstville City 
Council. The collection point is the Hurstville City 
Council Works Depot, Depot Road (corner 
Roberts Avenue), Mortdale. Paints, pesticides, 
herbicides, oils and fuels, solvents and cleaners, 
batteries, gas bottles, fire extinguishers, pool 
chemicals, fluorescent tubes, acids and alkalis 
will all be accepted. More details 131555: 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/households/  

PLASTIC POLLUTION! 
The debate about plastic bags continues and 
clearly many still find them very convenient for 
shopping, forget to take their own bags and 
routinely receive 3 to 7 plastic bags at checkout. 
According to Clean Up Australia we use in excess 
of 6 billion plastic bags per year. Plastic bags can 
be hazardous to wildlife, entangling animals or 
being mistaken for food; they can block drains, 
trap birds and kill livestock. Recycling plastic 
bags is one of the most obvious responses, but 
only 10% of users do so using receptacles at 
some supermarkets. Bags cannot be included 
with other household recyclables 
 www.abc.net.au/science/features/bags  

OATLEY PARK NOW 
Alan Fairley has listed the following plants in 
Oatley Park that should be flowering now: 
 
• Sunshine Wattle (Acacia terminalis) - shrub to 2m, 

bipinnate leaves, bright yellow flowers. 
• Sweet-scented Wattle (Acacia suaveolens) - 

slender shrub to 2m, pale yellow or cream flowers.  
• Variable Bossiaea (Bossiaea heterophylla) - shrub 

to 1m, yellow and red pea-type flowers.  
• Rough Wax-flower (Philotheca scabra) - white with 

5 petals, small shrub on sheltered slopes.  
• Native Fuchsia (Correa reflexa) - yellow-green bell 

shaped flowers, Hills Lookout, sheltered places.  
• Woollsia (Woollsia pungens) - small sharp leaves 

and clusters of white flowers, along Headland 
Track.  

• Barbed Wire Grass (Cymbopogon refractus) - an 
upright grass with flower spikes resembling barbed 
wire, a feature of the park’s understorey at the 
moment. 

 
WATER RESTRICTIONS 

The Australian Productivity Commission claims 
that restricting water use results in, among other 
things, deterioration of lawns and gardens, and 
injuries sustained from carrying grey water in 
buckets. It makes no mention of the benefits 
achieved by the restrictions, and the waste when 
restrictions are removed; nor does it consider in 
detail efficient use of water, careful garden 
watering, grey water and rainwater tanks. Its 
answer seems simply to increase water rates. 
www.smh.com.au/news/water-issues 

 
RECYCLING WATER 

More than 15,000 households at Rouse Hill are 
currently connected in a third pipe recycled water 
scheme run by Sydney Water. The homes have 
two water supplies: recycled water and drinking 
water. The taps, pipe work and plumbing fittings 
are coloured lilac to ensure that recycled water is 
not confused with drinking water. 
 www.urbanecology.org.au
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EARTH HOUR 

24 global cities participated at 8pm on March 29. 
Our area seemed to go well, but only a few 
restaurants arranged candle-light dinners. Some 
households lit the lantern or fire-safe candle as a 
sign of their participation. Some houses, 
apparently opposed, left all lights on – including 
some they rarely use! 

MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE 
Hurstville Council has replied to OFF’s letter 
regarding Council’s decisions on the former 
bowling club site adjacent to the Reserve. The 
reply states that Council has not resolved to 
develop or dispose of the site, and that a full 
consultation with the public will be undertaken 
before a decision is reached. 

 
A BAT DILEMMA 

The Kur-ring-gai Bat Conservation Society is 
against the re-location of the flying foxes from the 
Botanical Gardens as it is unlikely that another 
camp site will work. While an over-supply of bats 
is a serious threat to some flora, KBCS points out 
that nectar and fruit feeding bats are vital to forest 
regeneration and play an important role in the 
natural control of insect populations 
www.sydneybats.org.au 

BEWARE TREE POISONERS 
Sadly such people are still active and determined 
to destroy trees just to get a “better view”. Some 
have been caught recently in our area. Please 
relevant Councils! Do copy other Councils, like 
North Sydney and Canada Bay, and place a large 
bill board in the space once occupied by the 
trees. http://www.smh.com.au 
 
COAL AND OIL AGAINST SOLAR AND WIND 
A survey by Greenpeace has concluded that 78% 
of Australians do not know that coal, gas and oil 
receive a lot more public money than do climate 
solutions, solar and wind, but 90% want to see 
either equal or more money going into renewable 
energy sources. www.123campaign.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE EASTERN CREEK FACILITY 
According to Michael Duffy (SMH 23 Feb) this is 
possibly the most effective household waste-
recycling facility in the world. Global Renewables 
employs 80 people and uses manual sorting, 
sieving, blowing, magnetic attraction and 
biological digestion. Organic matter is turned into 
fertiliser. Enough water is extracted to make the 
facility self sufficient. The methane produced is 
used to power generators, and it even exports 
electricity to the grid. www.globalrenewables.com.au 

OFF NOTE 

 For recycling water at 
South East Melbourne 

COMING EVENTS 
• April 28th (Monday), Regular Monthly Meeting -Speaker: Erin Dixon (Sydney Metropolitan 

Catchment Management Authority) 'Managing Natural Resources within Sydney.’ on the management of 
Sydney’s natural resources and the work entailed in preserving our vulnerable bushland. 

• May 2nd (Friday Evening) Field day Spotlighting in Oatley Park. Meet at the top entrance at 6:00 pm.  
Bring torch, binoculars [if any] and warm clothes. Children to be accompanied by an adult. Expect 2 
hours. Leader Debbie Andrew contacted (w) 95856915 (h) 95702695. 

• May 26th (Monday), Regular Monthly Meeting Speaker: Martyn Robinson (Australian Museum) 
‘Backyard Invertebrates’ 

• June 1st (Sunday) Field day to Mt Tomah Botanic Gardens-‘Cool climate garden in the Blue Mountains’ 
Leader: Robin Dickson 

• June 23rd (Monday) Regular Monthly Meeting and Lloyd Hedges on ‘Outback trip to Corner Country’ 

VERY BRIEFLY  
Illawarra Grevillea Park Princes Highway, 
Bulli. Open Days 10am-4pm: April 26th, 27th, 
May 3, 4th. 4284 9216 www.grevilleapark.org.au 
Sustainable Population Australia Inc. 
Saturday, 10 May 2008 2.00 pm at Sydney 
Mechanics School of Arts 280 Pitt Street 
Guest speaker: Dr Ted Trainer, theme “Over 
consumption” www.population.org.au 
Aust Network for Plant Conservation  
This year’s conference is on April 21 focusing 
on our declining native flora. 02-6250 9509 or 
www.anbg.gov.au/ 
The Colong Foundation for Wilderness  
very interesting information, books CDs.  
9261 4200 www.colongwilderness.org.au 
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OATLEY PARK – 120th BIRTHDAY 
It began in May 1888, and on May 20th 1908, one 
hundred years ago this month, Hurstville Council 
was vested with the trusteeship of Peakhurst 
Park. It was renamed Oatley Park on 23 June 
1922. Alan Fairley recorded the details in his 
book 'Being Green - The First 50 Years'. Jim 
Gainsford in The Leader of 13th May has a feature 
article on the history and frequently refers to Alan.  
SPOT LIGHTING AT OATLEY PARK - 2ND MAY 
Thirty-five intrepid people joined us. The night 
was perfect, calm, clear and with no moon. Our 
first sight was two Common Ringtail Possums 
emerging from their nest in the pine tree at the 
top gate. Soon after entering the bottom gate we 
spied a Brushtail Possum, with its gleaming pink 
nose, tall pointed ears and black bushy tail. We 
admired the beautiful pink sculptured bows of the 
Sydney Red Gums, Angophora costata, and the 
serenade of the crickets. We found a Brushtail 
peering out from its hollow in the bow of a big old 
Angophora. We saw a pair of Rainbow Lorikeets 
sheltering in their smaller nest hollow. Around the 
western side we saw a cricket and house 
centipede, and over our heads silently dashed an 
insectivorous microbat. Nearing the area 
commonly called Steamroller Park we were 
excited to hear the call of the Powerful Owl, did a 
couple of calls in reply and then spotted this 
impressive sized owl looking down at us with its 
golden eyes. A Brushtail possum scurried off into 
the undergrowth, perhaps sensing the impending 
danger, as Powerful Owls prey on possums. 
[Report by the Leader, Debbie Andrew]  

POWERFUL OWL 
The Powerful Owl is on 
the NSW endangered 
species list and so we 
should be particularly 
grateful that it was 
prepared to come out for 
the recent spotlighting. 
NCC Image@Julian Robinson 

MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE 
The last OFF News referred to the former Oatley 
bowling club site as ‘adjacent’ to Myles Dunphy 
Reserve rather than part of it. Several members 
have since pointed out the error. Letters from 
Council and a map in the Council offices show 
that the Bowling Club site is certainly part of the 
Reserve. This can only reinforce OFF's position 
that any scheme for other use of the site must be 
rejected, and that the site be allowed to resume 
its place as part of that bushland reserve. 

CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITIES  
Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management 
Authority [SMCMA] is a NSW Government 
agency coordinating and managing Sydney's 
natural resources. Its projects are funded by the 
Federal and State Government and the Georges 
River comprises 61% of all of its waterways. At 
the OFF April meeting, Erin Dixon and Judy 
Christie spoke of the CMAs generally, and of 
SMCMA projects. http://www.sydney.cma.nsw.gov.au/  

HOLLOWS IN TREES 
Debbie Andrew pointed out that it is likely that 
trees have to be 150-200 years of age before 
they can provide hollows large enough to house a 
Brushtail Possum and other wild life, and how 
important it is to protect the old growth trees and 
their hollows.  

WATER RESTRICTIONS 
The Total Environment Centre states that policies 
relating to water supply should include permanent 
water restrictions as a crucial demand 
management tool fostering sustainable water use 
practices.http://www.tec.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&
task=view&id=447&Itemid=285 

KEEP IT LOCAL 
The NSW Government’s proposed pro-developer 
laws are apparently designed to by-pass local 
government and communities, reduce funding for 
environmentally friendly services and deny 
community members a say in local developments 
Keep it Local has more information and a way to 
react. Contact them on 9242 4000 or 
http://www.keepitlocal.org.au/ 
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BIO-DIVERSITY 
Australia is one of only 12 'megadiverse' 
countries that together account for 75 per cent of 
the world's total biodiversity. Scientists estimate 
that the continent is home to more than one 
million plant and animal species. Many of these 
are found nowhere else on the planet. Since 
1788, some 125 plant and animal species or 
subspecies are known to have become extinct. 
More mammals have died out in Australia in the 
last 200 years than in any other continent. More 
than 360 of our animal species and around 1240 
species of plants are considered threatened. 
http://www.wilderness.org 

BEES’ BRAINS 
New research has found common honey bees 
possess highly sophisticated brains and share up 
to 30 per cent of the same genes as humans. A 
group of 17 scientists at the University of 
Queensland have uncovered the findings while 
studying the tiny bee brain which is the size of a 
sesame seed. The group has found that bees 
have many of the same brain-functioning genes 
as humans and, like humans, have an amazing 
capacity to learn and remember information.  
http://australiangeographic 

A PLAGUE ON FOXES AND RABBITS! 
OFF has approached Hurstville and Kogarah 
Councils about measures to contain this threat to 
native wild life. Kogarah Council officers replied 
that a leaflet is being prepared on what they 
intend to do about foxes and rabbits, and this will 
soon be distributed to people near the affected 
reserves. The leaflet will also be available to any 
others who ask for it. Interested parties may well 
start asking Council for a copy! 

OATLEY PARK HISTORY 
OFF News of May 1988 has Alan Fairley’s 
detailed history of the Park, and it is largely 
repeated below. Not included here are Alan’s 
notes on the work carried out in and around the 
Park during the depression, and on the Army 
camps located there during World War II. These 
are also mentioned in Jim Gainsford’s article. 

 
 

THE EASTERN CREEK FACILITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VERY BRIEFLY 
↑Sydney Metropolitan CMA Community Forum 
24th May: Details 02 9895 7898  http://www.sydney.cma.  
Household Chemical Clean Up 24-25th May hosted 
by Hurstville Council. Details 131555 www./households/ 

Mortdale Community Fair May 31. Ph 95796322 
World Environment Day: June 5th a UN event 
designed to stimulate worldwide awareness of the 
environment. http://www.unep.org/wed . 
World Ocean Day: June 8. http://www.oceanday.net/ 
Australian Plants Society Sutherland www.APS 
Sutherland 

BIO-BANKING SCEPTICS 
The Environmental Defenders Office (EDO) and 
Total Environment Centre (TEC) approach the 
issue of bio-banking with scepticism. The history 
of offsets in New South Wales and Australia 
generally has not been a good one, with a strong 
tendency to inappropriate compensation that has 
not ‘maintained or improved the environment'; 
with little follow-up and long term assurance; and 
in some cases, ultimate failure.http://www.edo.org.au 

OFF NOTE  
Just a by-product! 

Courtesy of www.nicholsoncartoons 
F

COMING EVENTS 
May 26th (Monday Meeting) - 7.45pm Speaker Martyn Robinson on “Backyard Invertebrates” (Martyn is 
an Australian Museum Naturalist with great knowledge and enthusiasm for a wide range of organisms), -  
June 1st (*Sunday*) - Field day- A stroll of discovery through Mt. Tomah Botanic Gardens-home for 
over 5000 species of plants from cooler parts of the world and Australian natives. On Bells Line of Road via 
Bilpin-2hrs drive from Oatley via Richmond. No public transport. Bring morning tea and lunch. A kiosk has 
food and drinks. Meet at 10.30am at the sundial in the formal garden. Entry fees $5.50 adults, $4.40 
seniors, $3.30 children, $11 family [2+2]. Should be ready to drive home by 3 pm. Leaders: Robin & Rob 
Dickson can be contacted on T95805663 and on the day on mob 0418 410 479 
June 23rd (Monday Meeting) - 7.45pm Lloyd Hedges - Outback trip to Corner Country 
June 28th (Saturday) - Field day Heathcote National Park - Waterfall - Lake Talooma - Kingfisher Pool - 
Yelgun Cave. Leaders: Joan & Fred Bell 
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RECORDED IN OFF NEWS - MAY/JUNE 1988 
May 1988 marks 100 years since Oatley Park 
was proclaimed. As this park is the most 
significant area of bushland in the St. George 
district and a major focus of attention in the early 
years of Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation 
Society, here are some important parts of its 
history. 
Oatley Park was dedicated for Public Recreation 
on March 25, 1887 and proclaimed on May 29, 
1888. The Proclamation was printed in the NSW 
Government Gazette, where, under the Public 
Parks Act of 1884, Governor Lord Carrington 
declared ‘the land at Limekiln Bay, Georges 
River, which was dedicated for the purpose of 
public recreation in Gazette of 25 March 1887 to 
be a public park... and that it is to be known by 
the name of 'Peakhurst Park'. Its area was 112 
acres. Trustees were to be appointed. 
The land from Oatley Park Avenue to Jew Fish 
Point (116 acres) was the Donnelly Fisher grant. 
North of Oatley Park Avenue was the John 
William Alexander White grant, of 81 acres, 
occupied by Myles McRae, a trustee of the park. 
White’s land was subdivided by 1903.  
On September 1, 1906, Hurstville Council 
requested the Department of Lands to vest the 
trusteeship of Peakhurst Park in its hands. Letters 
were sent to the trustees (M. McRae, H. Patrick, 
J.G. Griffin, J. Sproule and T. Peake) requesting 
their resignation. This request led to an 
extraordinary letter to the Council from McRae in 
which he refused to resign because “your Council 
some time ago tried their utmost to induce the 
Government to sell part of (the park),  -- because 
your Council has neglected Mulga Street, leading 
from the Station to the Park--- [and] absolutely 
nothing has been done by your Council in making 
the Park accessible from Mulga Street. The only 
conclusion I can arrive at is that you don’t care a 
tinker’s curse about the Park or its value for 
recreation purposes." However, by early 
December 1906, McRae had retreated from his 
previous position and agreed to resign on the 
condition that the Park “be preserved for all time 
intact for recreation purposes, and that the 
Council improve it as they say they are willing to 
do.” The name of the park was changed to 
OATLEY PARK on 23 June, 1922. 

HOW OATLEY FLORA AND FAUNA BEGAN 
OFF began on 30th November 1955 with a 
meeting at the home of Rafael and Moyia Kowron 
responding to the destruction of bushland 
particularly in Oatley Park. About 20 other Oatley 
residents joined them as the first members. 
http://offnews05novdec Subsequent OFF achievements 
are listed next.  

O.F.F. ACHIEVEMENTS 1955 - 2008 
 Continually opposed proposals threatening 

Oatley Park’s natural values. 
 Raised nearly $400,000 in grants to 

rehabilitate local bushland reserves at Yarran 
Road, Neverfail Bay, Riverwood Park, Poulton 
Park, Moore Reserve, Myles Dunphy Reserve, 
Shipwrights Bay and Oatley Pleasure Ground. 

 Contributed to campaigns opposing rubbish 
dumping in Jewfish Bay, Gungah Bay, and 
Poulton Park mangroves and for keeping Moore 
Reserve for passive recreation. 

 Assisted in the preparation of leaflets for 
Hurstville and Kogarah Councils, namely 'Living 
with Trees' and 'Caring for Bushland Reserves'. 

 Continually informed the local community about 
green issues and developed a conservation ethic 
through monthly newsletters, expert speakers 
at monthly meetings, leaflets, and stalls at 
functions, such as Lions Festivals. 

 Provided a vehicle for involvement of local 
people who are interested in environmental 
matters and wish to act on those interests. 

 Acted as a voice for the local community 
concerned about local policies such as urban 
consolidation, tree removal, feral animal 
control, Georges River management and 
bushland protection. 

 Provided a focus for people who wish to meet 
and walk in a stimulating and friendly 
atmosphere, to enjoy outdoor activities and 
learn about the environment. 

 Provided input to Councils' policies through 
written submissions and participation in 
meetings and committees, for example on the 
management plans for Oatley Park and Heinrich 
Reserve, bushfire control plans, environmental 
plans and the riding of mountain bikes in Oatley 
Park. 

 With Hurstville Council and Fire Brigade 
developed a fire management plan for Oatley 
Park. 

 Worked with Hurstville Council's Tree 
Preservation Working Party for environmentally 
friendly policies. 

 Opposed Helensburgh urban development, Lucas 
Heights mega-tip, Sailing Club at Vincentia, 
Holsworthy Airport, Commonwealth land sell-
off at Mill Creek, telecommunication tower in 
Oatley Park, and other similar issues. 

 Provided financial and moral support to other 
conservation organisations. 
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 MOUNT TOMAH WALK 
After driving (with misgivings) through heavy rain 
on the way to Mt Tomah I arrived to be told by the 
gatekeeper that the “Oatley Flora and Faunas” 
were all in the café as it was too cold at the 
sundial meeting place. After everyone was 
fortified with hot coffee and cakes we decided to 
brave the weather. Fortunately the rain held off, 
and the fog and mist weaved its own special 
magic as we made our way through the garden. 
We were amazed by the number of budding 
plants looming out of the mist like bright jewels; 
there was some teasing sparkle after all! There 
was a huge range of plants, many of which we 
had never seen before. Of them all, the Proteas 
would have to be the favourite of the day. The fog 
thickened as the day progressed, but even 
though we missed the marvellous panoramic view 
of the rugged Blue Mountains wilderness, the 
twenty of us gathering at the Viewing Platform at 
the end of the day agreed that a great day had 
been had by all!  [Report by Robin Dickson – Walk 
Leader] 

BACKYARD INVERTEBRATES 
At the May meeting Martyn Robinson, Australian 
Museum Naturalist, highlighted the role of worms, 
snails, slugs, bugs, spiders, caterpillars, 
cockroaches, butterflies, milli and centi-pedes in 
contributing to a healthy state of the planet. He 
argued convincingly that invertebrates are 
essential to the functioning of our planet, but if 
humans disappeared overnight, their absence 
would have very little negative effect on the 
natural world. 

DINOSAURS MOVING INTO SYDNEY 
There is an exciting new exhibition of skeletons 
and life size models at the Australian Museum at 
the moment. Details at 9320 6000 and 
http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/dinosaur/ 

SYDNEY BANDICOOTS 
Long-nosed Bandicoots were 
once widespread and common 
in Sydney. Isolated populations 
remain in bushland areas to 
the north and south of Sydney. 
A small colony at Manly is 
classified as an 'endangered population'. 
http://www.faunanet.gov.au/ 

TEMPERATURE RISE 
Ian Prosser CSIRO Science Director stated at the 
Australian Water Summit 2008 that there is a 
50% probability that we will loose 30% of all 
species with a 2°C rise in global temperature. 

BUYING BACK OUR HERITAGE 
Every year OFF donates part of its funds to other 
conservation groups that act to protect the 
environment. In recent years one of these groups 
has been Bush Heritage Australia, a non-profit 
organisation that buys land to protect threatened 
plant and animal communities. It now owns and 
manages over 600,000 hectares in 23 reserves 
throughout Australia. BHA has recently 
purchased Bon Bon Station, a massive area of 
inland South Australia as part of its program to 
retain biodiversity. http://www.bushheritage.org.au 

NATIVE PLANTS IN OATLEY PARK 
309 have been identified. A list and some photos 
can be found on the OFF website.  

WALLABIES HERE 
Wallabies [but not the one 
pictured here] have recently 
been seen on a street in 
Peakhurst at 8.30 am. If you 
see one in your area please let 
us know so that some record 
can be kept of their numbers  

APPEAR - TOSS CAMERA 
Specially designed cameras installed to capture 
wildlife footage in South East Asia have recorded 
remarkable images of the world's rarest rhino. 
After a short inspection, a rhino mother charged 
the camera and sent it flying. http://wwf.org.au/ 
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Standby energy costs the average Australian 
household approximately $100 year. The best way 
to save energy is to switch off at the plug 
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CLEAN COAL 
In our coal dominated economy it is often claimed 
that “clean coal”, geo-sequestration, or Carbon 
Capture and Storage (CCS) will help avert the 
greenhouse crisis. CCS is designed to capture 
carbon dioxide emissions and store them below 
ground or sea. http://www.risingtide.org.au/cleancoal 
However, Greenpeace has released False Hope, 
a damning report on CCS, concluding that it could 
not start reducing pollution before 2030, and 
noting there are proven technologies that can be 
systematically applied to the problems now 
http://www.greenpeace.org.au/blog/energy/?cat=14.  

RETAIN OUR FORESTS  
The Wilderness Society calls for deforestation to 
cease. Old forests are efficient and urgently 
needed carbon banks. http://www.wilderness.org.au 

TREES AT THE LOCAL LEVEL  
Local Councils seem to be overly worried about 
possible compensation payments resulting from 
falling tree branches, and perhaps approving 
more readily than refusing tree removal 
applications. Considering the importance of 
mature trees in maintaining a healthy 
environment, it is suggested that Councils should 
give careful consideration to the rules regarding 
tree removal. If you see trees being threatened, 
report the matter to your Council and let OFF 
know too. 

FOXES MOVING IN 
Councils have been contacted, but so far have 
not agreed on a response to the growing fox 
numbers. The shooting in Centennial Park may 
have worked there, but is no help here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VERY BRIEFLY 
National Parks Association of NSW: free 
slideshow 8pm on every 4th Wed. 123 Flora St 
Sutherland Admission Free. 9299 000, 
http://www.npansw.org.au 
National Tree Day Sunday 25th July Schools 
Tree Day Friday 23rd July. Details Bryan Pirie 
1300 88 5000 http://www.lionsclubs.org.au/Planet-Ark 
The Colong Foundation for Wilderness  
very interesting information, books CDs.  9261 
4200 http://www.colongwilderness.org.au 
The Threatened Species Network reports a 
Daisy Bush Olearia arida has been sighted in the 
NT, 135 years after the last recorded sighting. 
http://wwf.org.au/ 
Bore Water www.bluemountains.org.au/ 
Use water from taps and tanks, not from bottles 
or bores. Help save “spring” water for the flora. 

OFF NOTE 

http://www.nicholsoncartoons.com.au/cartoon_154.htmlecycling 
water at 

South East Melbourne 

COMING EVENTS 
• June 23rd (Monday) Regular Monthly Meeting with Lloyd Hedges on ‘Outback trip to Corner Country’. 

Lloyd has family connections in Queensland's Corner Country. He is a plant person involved in Menai 
Wildflower Group and native seed collection for a nursery at Lucas Hts. 

• June 28 (Saturday), Field Day: Heathcote National Park. Meet at car park, eastern side of Waterfall 
Station at 9.15 am. Train leaves Oatley 8.48 am to Waterfall by 9.13 am. First stop is Camp Coutts then 
Lake Toolooma, then along a fire trail through the Heathcote Creek valley to Kingfisher Pool, looking for 
the Yelgun Cave (large, but difficult to find) and returning along the Bullawaring Track. The track is 
about 8km of fairly easy walking except for a 300 m steep uphill section near the end. You will see 
winter-spring wildflowers, pools and waterfalls, and an old railway dam. Bring morning tea, lunch, water, 
hat and walking shoes. Leaders: Joan and Fred Bell 0409 449 770 

• July 17th(Thursday) Extra Field Day: North Sydney’s Hidden Valley Meet at Nth Sydney Station at 
10am to see quaint workman’s cottages and gardens with lots of history and stories, with links to Henry 
Lawson, the Holterman Nugget, Graythwaite  Red Cross home for WW1 returned soldiers, and many 
other points of interest. Bring lunch. Bookings required. Phone Janet Austin on 9579 2375. Leaders 
Keith Robinson (0427 611 795) and Ted Green. 

• July 28th (Monday) Regular Monthly Meeting with Graham Quint, Conservation Director of the 
National Trust speaking on Landscape conservation. 

• August 2nd (Saturday) Field Day: Manly Dam Reserve Circuit. Leader Janet Austin. 
h
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HEATHCOTE NATIONAL PARK WALK 28 June 
Most of the 27 participants arrived at Waterfall 
station by train. After the usual signing on, off we 
tracked, eagerly anticipating the salutary benefits 
of the bush, down the slope to Camp Coutts with 
'morns' on a north facing rock on Heathcote 
Creek. We followed various fire trails, admiring 
the abundance of wildflowers, including Gymea 
Lilies, Woollsia, Hibbertias, winter wattles and the 
Grevillea diffusa ssp constablei (found only in the 
Waterfall-Sutherland area). Off the fire trail, we 
pursued the Bullawaring Track to Kingfisher Pool 
for lunch. Some of us searched for the elusive 
Yelgun Cave and found it! But the rude graffiti 
adorning the walls was clearly not the Aboriginal 
artwork expected. We returned to Waterfall along 
the Bullawaring, still within delightful bushland. 
Jeff Angel and Sue Kennedy of the Total 
Environment Centre were with us on this trip, 
adding further to quite a special and most 
enjoyable day [Report by Joan and Fred Bell, Walk 
Leaders] 

THE CHANNEL COUNTRY  
At the 23rd June OFF meeting Lloyd Hedges 
spoke about the Channel Country in far 
southwest Queensland, involving three major 
internally draining river systems flowing towards 
Lake Eyre - the Cooper, the Diamantina and the 
Georgina. The area has a myriad of channels on 
the flat plains. The land fall is only some 10cm 
per kilometre, so the water meanders in channels 
and floodways as it heads south. The area is 
rated desert with an annual rainfall of 200m and 
evaporation rate of 16 times the rainfall. It is so 
remote that children must use school of the air 
and correspondence in primary school, and board 
for secondary. One station has an area of 
160,000 acres, roughly twice the size of 
Sutherland shire and another is 1.5million acres. 

SEA DRAGON POSING IN BOTANY BAY 
This is one of a number of 
species critically endangered 
by the cumulative effects of 
proposed developments in 
the Bay. Others threatened 
include: - Anemones, Okenia, 
Whales, Bottlenose Dolphins 
Ceratosoma brevicaudatum, 
Verconis tambja, seagrass 
beds. 
Botany Bay and Catchment Alliance www.botanybay.info 

OATLEY PARK THIS MONTH  
In mid winter the wattles usually put on a good 
show. Gosford Wattle (Acacia prominens) has 
abundant yellow flower heads and is found on the 
exit road near the oval. Queensland Silver Wattle 
(A.podalyriifolia), although not a local native, 
makes a brilliant show near the picnic area. The 
widespread Sydney Golden Wattle (A. longifolia) 
can be identified by its flower spikes. Myrtle-leaf 
Wattle (A. myrtifolia) is a low wattle scattered 
throughout the park. Other flowers include those 
of Broadleaf Geebung, Persoonia levis (yellow 
flowers), Leucopogon ericoides (tiny white 
flowers), Rusty Petals, Lasiopetalum ferrugineum 
(clusters of brownish flowers), Grey Grevillea, 
Grevillea buxifolia (grey spider flowers), Bitter 
Pea, Daviesia ulicifolia (yellow pea flowers with 
red centre) and the yellow pea flowers of 
Pultenaea stipularis and Pultenaea daphnoides.  

BIOBLITZ08 
On 28 September 2008, during Biodiversity 
Month, the National Parks Association of NSW 
(NPA) will be hosting an inaugural interactive 
environmental event within the urban parks and 
open spaces of the City of Sydney. The event is 
called BioBlitz08 where eager students can learn 
about exploring, discovering and recording as 
many plants and animals as possible with 
scientific experts in a 24 hour period. Further 
Information: Andrew Cox, Tel: 9299 0000; Mobile: 0438 588 
040, http://www.bioblitz.org.au/ 
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Members please note October 31st for the 
OFF Annual Dinner at RSL South Hurstville. 
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LOW EMISIONS 
“Australian Governments should look to facilitate 
(not fund) partnerships with fossil-fuel 
corporations that already have the technical and 
financial resources to cooperate on low-emission 
technology research and development”. 
http://www.edo.org.au/policy 

RETAIN OUR FORESTS  
“You may also be surprised to learn that current 
estimates of annual emissions from deforestation 
do not take into account emissions from logging 
or forest degradation. This is despite 
overwhelming scientific research in the Amazon, 
North America, the Congo Basin, Papua New 
Guinea and Australia, which clearly establishes 
that logging reduces the carbon stored in 
previously un-logged natural forests by 40 to 
60%.” Alec Marr Executive Director http://www.wilderness.org.au 

TREES IN OUR AREA 
An OFF member wrote to Council in April 
expressing surprise and concern at how many 
trees had been approved by Council to be 
removed from properties in one street in Oatley in 
the previous 6 months, given that Council’s 
previous record on tree preservation and concern 
about climate change. The letter noted that trees 
are being removed for all new houses and 
swimming pools, that there seems no 
requirement to retain even the old established 
gardens, and old healthy trees are being removed 
as well. The writer wondered whether there was 
still a tree preservation order in place. At last 
report, no reply had been received from Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VERY BRIEFLY 
Animal Survival: Life in The Wild: a book 
discussing the survival techniques and day-to-day 
lives of animals throughout the world. 
http://www.australianmuseum.net.au 
Australian Flora and Fauna: very interesting 
details current and historical at the Australian 
Museum at present.  
Councils Anti Fox Campaign: Councils in the St 
George area are planning a joint effort to reduce 
fox numbers. The plan is not available yet. 
Green Wash: Choice Magazine June08 has 
details of false advertising on low environmental 
impact products http://www.choice.com.au/ 
CO2 Emissions NSW for the week ending 11 Jul 
2008 is 1.997 million tonnes and for 2008 to date: 
53.122 million tonnes. http://www.theclimategroup.org/ 

OFF NOTE 
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South East Melbourne 

COMING EVENTS 
• July 28th (Monday) 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Graham Quint, Conservation Director of the 
National Trust [and a former OFF President] speaking on Landscape conservation. 
• Aug 2nd (Saturday) Field Day Manly Dam Reserve Circuit. Drive through the main gate of Manly Dam 
Res. at the end of King St. Manly Vale, about 1 hour drive from Oatley. Meet near the power boat ramp & 
children's playground (near toilets) at 9.30 am. The walk, about 7.5 km, starts down over the footbridge on 
Manly Creek, around the dam proceeding in an anti-clockwise direction. Low lying areas may be muddy, with a 
medium ascent and descent on a fire trail. Features include spring wildflowers and water views. Bring 
morning tea, lunch, water, hat and walking shoes. Leader Janet Austin, phone 9579 2375, and, on the day 
Mobile 0448833811 
• Aug 7th (Thursday) Extra Field Day to North Sydney’s Hidden Valley postponed from mid July. Meet 
at Nth Sydney Station at 10am to see quaint workman’s cottages and gardens with lots of history and 
stories, with links to Henry Lawson, the Holterman Nugget, and Graythwaite Red Cross home for WW1 
returned soldiers, and many other points of interest. Bring lunch. Note: Bookings are required by July 31. 
Phone Janet Austin on 9579 2375. Leaders Keith Robinson (0427 611 795) and Ted Green. 
• Aug 25th (Monday) 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Julian Sheen, President of OFF, speaking on 
the Canning Stock route, not on the Arctic Environment that was announced earlier. 
• Aug 30th (Saturday) Field Day: Sylvan Grove Native Garden – Orchids and other native plants. Leader 
Heather Mackey. 
• Sept 22nd (Monday) 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Ian Drinnan of the Sutherland Shire Council 
speaking on Menai Flowers. 
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MANLY DAM WALK AUGUST 2ND  
We started the circuit on a beautiful sunny 
winter's day, and stopped for morning tea at a 
lookout overlooking the dam. The twelve of us 
continued on through the muddy patches with 
minimum mishaps, and on up the hill with views 
to the ocean. The spring flowers were magnificent 
with masses of Sydney Boronia [Boronia ledifolia], 
Flannel flowers [Actinotus helianthi], Crowea saligna, 
Banksia ericifolia, and various Grevilleas. After a 
short walk on the fire trail we followed Curl Curl 
Creek through shade, ferns, and past waterfalls 
to the water's edge. After a late lunch at a picnic 
area we just had a short slog along the road to 
the cars. The tracks and picnic areas are very 
well maintained and there is very little invasion of 
exotics. [Report by Janet Austin, Walk Leader] 

NTH SYDNEY WALK AUGUST 7 
13 walkers assembled at the Union/Bank St 
Conservation Area, McMahons’s Point. The 
leaders, Keith Robinson and Ted Green provided 
detailed notes and comments on the area as the 
tour passed through Graythwaite, Union and 
Bank St, and other significant places down to 
Berry’s Bay. Governor Macquarie in 1817 granted 
much of this land to ex-convict, pioneer ferryman 
and farmer William Blue whose name still lives on 
in the area. The impressive examples of historic 
houses and workers’ cottages were viewed and 
discussed. Also discussed were Holtermann’s 
Nugget [in 1872 the largest ever discovered], his 
house and his photography. Many thanks Keith 
and Ted. 

LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION  
Graham Quint’s words in his submission to the 
Sustainable Cities 2025 Inquiry concisely sum up 
the role and function of the National Trust as he 
described it in his speech to the OFF meeting on 
July 28th.”Since its formation in 1945 the National 
Trust has advocated and campaigned for the 
conservation of Australia's built, cultural and 
natural heritage. The Trust was the first body to 
commence programs for the regeneration of 
urban bushland. The programs have grown over 
the years and proven that natural ecosystems 
can be conserved and maintained to enhance 
and diversify urban environments despite the 
huge development pressures”.  

FOXES 
It seems that the combined program of the St 
George area Councils on foxes is not to proceed 
at this stage. Letters from Kogarah Council are 
stating that more evidence is needed of an actual 
fox infestation before any action will be taken. Do 
you have any information about foxes that might 
help the Councils? If so send this to Council, 
perhaps with a copy to OFF! 

 BUSHCARE PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS 
Hurstville City Council is responsible for the 
management of 79 hectares of remnant 
bushland. The Kogarah Municipality has 58 
hectares of remnant bushland, mostly along the 
Georges River. The Volunteer Bushcare Program 
is looking for volunteers to participate in the 
regeneration and preservation of bushland sites. 
Details can be found at www.aabr.org.au/ 

NATIVE BIRD HABITAT 
The Birds in Backyards program has just 
produced new Guidelines for developing urban 
bird habitat. Funded by a NSW Environmental 
Trust Grant, this project has produced the 
Guidelines for several different user groups 
including domestic gardeners and Bushcare 
volunteers. Look at www.birdsinbackyards.net/ 

SPEAKERS FOR NEXT YEAR 
Our Program Officer is looking for interesting 
speakers on subjects related to flora and fauna 
for some of next year’s meetings. If you have any 
suggestions please contact Melina Amerasinghe 
on 9580 1504. 
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OFF ANNUAL DINNER 
The 2008 Annual Dinner will be held on 
Friday 31st October, 7 pm at South 
Hurstville R.S.L. Club, 72 Connells Point 
Rd, South Hurstville (almost cnr of King 
Georges Rd) in the South Lounge. Cost $32 
per person for a comprehensive Buffet 
including Cold Platters, Roast Carvery, Hot 
Dishes, Salads, Desert, Bread Rolls and Tea 
or Coffee with mints. Drinks can be 
purchased at the bar. 
Robin Dickson will be taking bookings and 
accepting payment at both the August and 
September meetings, or can be contacted on 
9580 5663. 



OFF News   Aug/Sept 

OFF Hon. Secretary: Faye Coughlan, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223 Ph: 9570 6338 (after 7pm); Hon. Editor: John Davoren 
E-mail:off@oatleypark.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RISKS IN LOGGING OLD FORESTS 
An ANU study indicates there is much more 
carbon absorbed by our natural forests than was 
previously thought, and that much more is to be 
gained by leaving existing forests and not 
replacing them with new ones.  However, the 
proposals on carbon trading plans to award 
points for planting new forests, not for preserving 
old ones. [Ben Cubby SMH .5/8/08] 

PLANTING AT OATLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL 
On 31st July, to commemorate National Tree Day, 
OFF members Cathy, Matt and John Allison 
arranged for all the students at Oatley Public 
School to plant local native plant within the school 
grounds. 230 native plants, 100 donated by OFF, 
were planted (and mulched). The plants were 
Scribbly gums, [Eucalyptus haemastoma], Black she-
oaks [Casuarina littoralis], Paperbark shrubs 
[Melaleuca nodosa], Lilies [Dianella caerulea], Banksia 
[Banksia serrata], Native grass [Poa affinis] and Wattle 
[Acacia suaveolens]. The children learned about the 
importance of native plant cover in providing 
sanctuary and nature corridors for native fauna. 
As a Conservation Society, OFF wants to lead by 
example in assisting in the reforestation of our 
locality. Can you think of another area where OFF 
can assist? [Report by Matt Allison] 
PUBLIC MEETING- THE BOWLING CLUB SITE 
Friends of Oatley Inc have called a public 
meeting at 7.30 pm on 1st September at the 
Oatley R.S.L. This is to address, among other 
things, Hurstville City Council’s intentions 
regarding the part of the Myles Dunphy Reserve 
formerly occupied by the Oatley Bowling Club. 
Come and have your say. For more information 
see www.friendsofoatley.com.  

TREE REMOVAL 
Kogarah and Hurstville Councils still do not seem 
to be taking a strong stand on tree removal. In 
replies to letters of complaint about what appears 
to be haphazard removal of valuable trees from a 
number of streets, safety problems are usually 
claimed, even when there does not appear to 
have been any professional safety assessment. 
Report any tree removal with a copy to OFF. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR NOTING 
Tom Wills: His Spectacular Rise and Tragic Fall 
Greg de Moore, OFF member, has recently finished 
writing this book. Tom Wills was arguably 
Australia’s most important sportsman. Born on the 
Molonglo River in 1835 he was this country's first 
great cricketer and was most significant in creating 
Australian Rules football, 150 years ago. Tom’s 
father was tragically murdered by aborigines in 
Queensland in 1861 in the biggest single killing of 
white settlers. Tom survived this attack and only a 
few years later coached the famous aboriginal 
cricket team from Victoria, the very first cricket 
team from Australia to tour England. 
Botany Bay 
The Botany Bay and Catchment Alliance is an 
umbrella group for over 35 community and 
environmental groups within the catchment of 
Botany Bay.  www.botanybay.info 
Energy Efficiency 
The Total Environment Centre says that we need to 
address it now. “It is practical and can make big 
inroads into greenhouse emissions quickly” 
.www.lowcarbonfuture.org.au 
Our National Parks 
“Our National Parks should be funded from core 
government funds. They are not for sale to any 
bidder”. The Colong Foundation in response to 
proposals to hand over some areas of National 
Parks to developers and tourist bodies. 
/www.colongwilderness.org.au/tourism/ 
Pedestrian crossings Mulga Rd shops 
Hurstville Council has just agreed to marked 
pedestrian crossings at Myall, Mi Mi and Woronora. 

OFF NOTEwww.nicholsoncartoons.com.au/ 
ecycling water at 

South East Melbourne 

COMING EVENTS 
• Aug 25th (Monday) 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Julian Sheen, President of OFF, 
speaking on the Canning Stock route, not on the Arctic Environment that was announced earlier. 
• Aug 30th (Saturday) Field Day: Sylvan Grove Gardens – Meet at 9.30am at Yeramba Lagoon 
parking lot, Henry Lawson Drive, Picnic Point. Moving on to Sylvan Grove Gardens, a guided tour is 
arranged. Next Lambeth Park, to start boardwalk along Georges River, flat walking. Followed by a 
walk around Yeramba Lagoon, some steps, damp in places. 5Ks altogether. Bring water and food, a 
suitable hat and footwear. . Leader Heather Mackey Phone 9528 7071. 
• Sept 22nd (Monday) 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Ian Drinnan of the Sutherland Shire 
Council speaking on Menai Flowers. 
• Sept 27th (Saturday) Field Day - Blue Mountains National Park Leura to Katoomba Leaders 
- Judith Malcolm and John Davoren 
• Oct 18th  Lions’ Spring Festival Oatley 
• Oct 27th 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Graham Fry speaking on Preparing for Peak Oil 
• Oct 31st OFF Annual Dinner at R.S.L South Hurstville 
• Nov 8th (Saturday) Field Day: AEFI Secret Creek Wildlife Sanctuary Lithgow. Leader John 
Watters. 
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WALK: SYLVAN GROVE AUG 30th 
Perfect pre Spring weather added to the occasion 
for the 19 members who joined the walk. Sylvan 
Grove Garden is a credit to Bankstown Council. 
Staff member Jim led us through the extensive 
range of native plants; and, at times, Greenhood 
orchids carpeted the ground. The Boardwalk 
allowed a leisurely procession with panoramic views 
along the Georges River. This was followed by the 
Yeramba Lagoon circuit walk, and the indigenous 
plants there provided a climax to a most enjoyable 
day. [Report by Walk Leader: Heather Mackey] 

THE CANNING STOCK ROUTE 
Julian Sheen spoke at the last meeting about his 
driving adventure crossing the Gibson and Great 
Sandy Deserts from Wiluna north-east to Halls 
Creek  along the track that was once used as a 
stock route. He gave details and showed beautiful 
photos of the unusual flora, of the remote track, and 
of some of the 51 wells constructed for the watering 
of stock. He spoke of the tough conditions, difficult 
roads, mechanical breakdowns, sand dunes, stony 
outcrops and corrugations that had to be faced to 
complete the journey. 

GREEN POWER 
This is energy generated by renewable sources 
such as wind, solar, hydro and biomass. You can 
choose to have part of your electricity from this 
source. Government accreditation ensures the 
energy sources are new and environmentally 
beneficial.  www.greenelectricitywatch. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Australia can become an admired leader in 
addressing climate change. And 2008 is the year it 
can be done! Professor Garnaut’s Climate Review 
has made it clear that if we do not tackle climate 
change, we have so much to lose, including our 
Great Barrier Reef and the Murray-Darling which is 
not only our food bowl, but the source of many of 
our iconic cultural images. Sutherland Shire 
Environment Centre suggests a letter to politicians 
along these lines. http://www.ssec.org.au 

DID YOU HEAR THAT, KU-RING-GAI? 
The “Planning and Heritage” Minister announced 
that in Ku-ring-gai there is going to be a net 10,000 
additional dwellings over the next 25 years for that 
area to carry its share of the mandatory increase in 
Sydney’s population. 
 Quentin Dempster: Stateline 24/08/08 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE OFF COMMITTEE 
With the AGM approaching the Committee would 
like to hear from OFF members who would be 
interested in standing for the committee. The 
Society much depends on the work of the 
committee, and new committee members would 
soon discover how rewarding participation is for 
the individual and the committee. New committee 
members will be particularly welcome.  

LIONS FESTIVAL OATLEY 18TH OCTOBER 
Each year, on the 3rd 
Saturday in October the 
streets and parks of 
Oatley are transformed 
into a sea of stalls, 
entertainment, rides and 
music. OFF is running a 
stall and is seeking 
volunteers to “person” it. 
.oatleylions.org.au/ 

SPEAKERS FOR OFF MEETINGS NEXT YEAR. 
If you have any suggestions please contact 
Melina Amerasinghe on 9580 1504. 
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LAST NOTE ON OFF’s ANNUAL DINNER 
The 2008 Annual Dinner will be held on Friday 
31st October, 7 pm at South Hurstville R.S.L. 
72 Connells Point Rd, South Hurstville (almost 
cnr of King Georges Rd) in the South Lounge. 
Cost $32 per person for a comprehensive Buffet 
including Cold Platters, Roast Carvery, Hot 
Dishes, Salads, Desert, Bread Rolls and Tea or 
Coffee with mints. Drinks can be purchased at 
the bar. 
Robin Dickson will be taking bookings and 
accepting payment at the September meeting, or 
can be contacted on 9580 5663. 

OLIVE WHAITE 
Harry Whaite and Family express their most 
sincere thanks to OFF members for their 
expressions of sympathy over the recent 
passing of Olive, with a special thanks to the 
many who attended her funeral service. 
Olive was much involved, and much 
remembered in OFF, made a significant 
contribution to the Society, a committee 
member for 11 years, and OFF News Editor, 
later Minutes Secretary, each for 3 years. 
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PUBLIC MEETING- THE BOWLING CLUB SITE 
Friends of Oatley Inc arranged this on 1st 
September to address Hurstville City Council’s 
intentions on the Oatley Bowling Club site. Some 
150 attended the well organised meeting, 
strongly endorsed the site’s retention as a public 
area, and called for real public consultation about 
the site’s future. www.friendsofoatley.com.  

TREE REPLACEMENT 
Kogarah Council is talking of planting deciduous 
trees to replace some of the poplars which have 
been removed in recent years in Oatley Gardens 
along Oatley Parade. To which one can only say, 
“why not plant Blackbutts or Angophoras?” These 
will grow to a substantial size, and we certainly 
need large trees in our parks since they are not 
being planted in the streets or in private gardens. 
Some Kogarah Citizens may like to write along 
these lines to Kogarah Council! 

THE PORT BOTANY EXPANSION 
Preliminary work is taking place. Dredging and 
construction will follow for 24 hours a day until 
2012. The impact on the environment from the 
construction and operation of the port will be 
significant. Unfortunately, Save Botany Beach 
(SBB) and other community organisations could 
not prevent the port expansion. The NSW 
Government decided to construct at twice the 
size recommended by an independent 
Commission of Inquiry, and at a cost above 
$1billion http://www.savebotanybeach.com. 

BREAKING THE CLIMATE DEADLOCK 
A move in this direction was launched in Chiba, 
Japan, on 20th March 2008 aiming to build 
decisive political support among the key players - 
US, EU, China, India, Japan and Russia. The aim 
is an international agreement on climate change 
and the strategies needed to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions consistent with those advocated 
by the scientific consensus. theclimategroup.org/ 

 WIRES RESCUERS ? 
Specialise in the rescue of native animals; 
relocate them from unsuitable environments. 
WIRES are looking for people to take on this and 
related roles. Contact www.wires.org.au Phone 
13000 094 737 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIEFLY 
Wetland Care Art Competition To celebrate World 
Wetlands Day 2009 on 2nd February, WetlandCare 
Australia is hosting an Australia-Wide Art 
Competition, with categories for both children and 
adults, and also offering a Primary School Prize. 
www.wetlandcare.com.au 
Green is Good  Jeff Angel of The Total Environment 
Centre has just released this book on climate change 
and public awareness.  
On Borrowed Time CSIRO has developed this 
computer program for students on the issues of 
environmental conservation. It is to be sent to every 
secondary school and is available on www.publish.csiro.au 
Free Biodiversity Conference on Sunday 21 Sept, 9.30 
to 4pm at Turramurra Masonic Hall with guest 
speakers, including internationally recognised 
ecologist, Professor Andy Beattie. For information 
contact Environmental Defender's Office - New South 
Wales (Ltd) www.edo.org.au/edonsw/site/ 
Healthy People Healthy Parks. This is a program of 
events and activities that highlight the benefits of a 
healthy park system and life. Info: 1300 361 967 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/ 
Lost Gardens of Sydney Title both of a recent book 
by Colleen Morris and of a display currently at the 
Museum of Sydney  

OFF NOTE courtesy of Nicholson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 
• Sept 22nd (Monday) 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Ian Drinnan, Manager and Principal 
Environmental Scientist, Environmental Unit, Sutherland Shire Council speaking on Menai Flowers. 
• Sept 27th (Saturday) Field Day - Blue Mountains National Park Leura to Katoomba. Assemble at 32 
Oatley Ave Katoomba [left off Lurline St, near cnr Stephen St] by 10.15. Cars will take walkers to Gordon 
Falls Lookout, and we will proceed along the Prince Henry Cliff Walk, with significant stops and views, 
including Leura Cascades, to Echo Pt and then on to Katoomba Falls Park. If travelling by train, board the 
rear carriage departing Central at 8.18am. Train travellers must let us know so that someone will be at 
Katoomba station to meet you at about 10.22. Total walk time 4 to 41/2 hours, some inclines and descents, 
many with steps but with some eroded paths. Remember water, food, hats and good walking shoes. Leaders 
- Judith Malcolm and John Davoren, Contact on mob 0431 703 621. 
• Oct 18th (Saturday) Lions’ Spring Festival Oatley – see the note on page 1. 
• Oct 27th 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Graham Fry speaking on Preparing for Peak Oil. 
• Oct 31st OFF Annual Dinner at R.S.L. South Hurstville - do not forget to book - see note page 1. 
• Nov 8th (Saturday) Field Day: Secret Creek Wildlife Sanctuary Lithgow. The train leaves Central at 
8.22am and Lithgow at 3.36 pm. Cost of $25 includes bus hire [but not the train], lunch and entry to the 
sanctuary. Leader John Watters. Payment must be made to John at or before the 22nd Sept meeting. 
Contact him at 9543 1096 for registration and any queries. 
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OATLEY ELECTORATE COMMUNITY AWARDS 
The OFF Committee is delighted to express its 
appreciation of Faye Coughlan’s hard work as OFF 
Secretary by nominating her for this award. Julian 
Sheen will make the presentation at the Awards 
Dinner on Thurs 6th Nov, at the Illawarra Catholic 
Club, Hurstville - 7 for 7.30 pm. Dinner $35 pp. The 
Committee hopes you can join us on this special 
occasion. Please contact Robin Dickson [9580 
5663] by 27th Oct if you would like to attend. 

WALK: LEURA TO KATOOMBA SEPT 27 
16 members gathered at Oatley Avenue in 
Katoomba and walked some seven kilometres from 
Gordon Falls Park to Katoomba Falls Park mostly 
along the Prince Henry Cliff Walk. They enjoyed the 
marvellous views from many vantage points 
including Tarpiean, Olympian and Fossil Rocks, 
Honeymoon, Echo Point, Millamurra, Lady Darley, 
Wollamai, and Cliff View Lookouts. Each provided a 
perfect elevated and unique view of the Jamison 
Valley and Mt Solitary, and communicated a 
dramatic sense of the Blue Mountains ambience. 
[Report by walk leaders Judith Malcolm and John Davoren] 

THE MENAI ENVIRONMENT 
At the last OFF meeting Ian Drinnan, a senior 
biologist with Sutherland Shire Council, spoke of his 
work in the Menai area. The program he described 
focuses on an interconnected system of bushland 
areas, linked by slim corridors, with the objective of 
maintaining the local trees and plants and the 
dependent creatures in the area.  

EMISSIONS TRADING SCHEME... 
The Environmental Defender’s Office recommends 
that the proposed emissions trading scheme involve 
measures addressing climate change. It listed the 
removal of perverse tax incentives to pollute (e.g. 
the FBT rebate for company cars), mandatory fuel 
efficiency standards for motor vehicles, investment 
in public transport and rail freight, supporting the 
renewable energy sector, and encouraging state 
and territory governments to implement changes to 
their planning policies and so reduce the heavy 
reliance on cars. www.edo.org.au/policy 

LIONS FESTIVAL OATLEY 18TH OCT 
OFF had a stall at the Festival. It was a lovely and 
successful day. Lots of friends and other interesting 
and interested people dropped in. Many thanks to 
those who helped set up the stall, and to those who 
staffed it during the day. Just an hour or so assisting 
was a great help.  

THE CARBON FOREST FORUM 
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
organised this forum on 17th Oct. The objective 
was to advise on recent scientific findings on 
forests’ carbon absorption and the implications of 
those findings for the proposed carbon credit 
trading scheme.  
An OFF member who attended reports that the 
forum generally found, contrary to expectations, 
that natural Australian forests absorb much more 
carbon than timber plantations, but  there is now 
a danger that this factor might increase the 
logging of natural forests because of their extra 
carbon credits. Conservationist groups were 
encouraged to draw attention to this possibility 
when making their submissions on the trading 
scheme. Many forum participants had strong 
reservations about carbon credit trading in 
general, while two or three supported the scheme 
and doubted that it would lead to the destruction 
of Australian natural forests. 

OATLEY PARK IN SPRING 
Wildflower species blooming in Oatley Park 
during the September-November period include:   
• Eggs and Bacon (Dillwynia retorta) 
• Wedding Bush (Ricinocarpus pinifolia) 
• Shiny Guinea Flower (Hibbertia nitida) 
• Blue Dampiera (Dampiera stricta)  
• Fuchsia Heath (Epacris longiflora)  
• Rough Wax-flower (Philotheca scabra)  
• Green Spider Flower (Grevillea mucronulata)  
• Pink Spider Flower (G. sericea)  
• Red Bean (Kennedia rubicunda)  
[Alan Fairley provided this list] 

BIRDS IN OATLEY PARK 
It is difficult to say exactly how many bird species 
can be found within the park at any one time; 
numbers vary depending on the season and 
availability of food. 145 species are currently 
listed on the OFF website. 

NEED FOR ENVIRONMENTAL INSURANCE 
O.F.F. is one of the community groups in the 
Botany Bay and Catchment Alliance [BBACA], 
working with local councils. Gary Blaschke, from 
BBACA has proposed that developers be 
required to lodge a bond to cover any damage to 
the environment or the community resulting from 
their projects. This needs an amendment to the 
planning laws, and the O.F.F. Committee has 
agreed to endorse Gary’s proposal. 
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BOWLING CLUB SITE  
OFF recently wrote again to Hurstville Council on 
this part of the Myles Dunphy Reserve. OFF, in 
company with other organisations, is strongly 
recommending that the site be made available to 
the public, not be sold, or otherwise handed to an 
outside body, that no activity be permitted on the 
site that would damage or threaten the bushland 
nature of the reserve, and that any use of the site 
be compatible with the rest of the reserve and not 
occupy more space than did the Bowling Club. 
The person replying from Council seemed 
irritated that OFF had not been satisfied by an 
earlier Council letter (sent in 2006) stating that 
the matter was still being considered. It seems 
that Hurstville Council does not consider the 
matter to be important. 

ALTERNATIVES FOR THE BC SITE 
Friends of Oatley Inc and the speakers at their 
recent public meeting have made a number of 
detailed recommendations to Hurstville Council 
about the possible use of the Bowling Club site. 
Primarily they want Council to recognise and 
maintain the zoning of the site as 6(a) - Open 
Space to ensure that it is used for the provision of 
community services and recreation. They have a 
number of very interesting suggestions about 
possible use of the site. These can be found on 
their website www.friendsofoatley.com . 

TREE REPLACEMENT 
OFF recommended to Kogarah Council that it 
plant Blackbutts or Angophoras to replace the 
poplars removed along Oatley Parade. OFF’s 
letter argued that there is a vital need for 
significant large trees, and it would be a strategic 
environmental step to plant them in the park. 
Council staff replied that deciduous trees are 
preferable as they provide “more sunlight in 
winter and better shade in summer for children 
walking under them”. One wonders how many 
children suffer from sun problems in Oatley, and 
whether the few that do would be much helped 
by the presence of deciduous trees in Oatley 
Gardens. The Nature Conservation Council and 
Forests NSW are two sources arguing for more 
large carbon absorbing trees. www.forest.nsw.gov.au/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WIRES RESCUERS ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIEFLY 
National Water Week 19–27 Oct is designed to 
assist our community to take actions that help protect 
and conserve the precious resource - water. There is a 
national schedule of programs and events that 
encourage protection, rehabilitation and improvement 
of water environments such as streams, wetlands, 
waterways, beaches, and estuaries. 
 www.nationalwaterweek.org.au/ 
Walk Against Warming 15 Nov, 11am, Martin Place, 
Sydney. Families, workplaces and communities are 
invited to walk for renewable energy and a safe 
climate future for our children, to send a message to 
the government to  support strong, urgent action and 
justice for developing nations affected by global 
warming. www.walkagainstwarming.org 
Earth Festival 29 Nov- A multi-arts entertainment 
event designed to promote love of the natural 
environment. At least 10% of any profits will go to 
shark conservation causes. Tickets: $35 Adults, 
children under ten years free if accompanied by an 
adult. 12:00pm to 10:00pm at Centennial Park, Sydney. 
www.earthfestival.com.au 
Threatened Frogs: At Sydney Olympic Park 16 Nov, 
7pm, a Sydney Metropolitan CMA's Threatened 
Species Demonstration Sites Project, to learn about 
endangered bell frogs, frog habitats, how to attract 
frogs to your garden and other things to help conserve 
frogs. Book by 7 Nov with Natalie on 9585 6905 or 
natalie.izquierdo@environment.nsw.gov.au . 

OFF NOTE 

 

COMING EVENTS 
• Oct 27th 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Graham Fry speaking on Preparing for Peak Oil. Graham 
will address the increasing speculation on the future of oil supplies and the proposition that there will much 
less available within a few years. He will address the implications of such a reduction for our economy and 
lifestyle, and look at strategies to reduce the impact of a declining oil flow. 
• Oct 31st OFF Annual Dinner at R.S.L. South Hurstville. Please note that pre-booking is required. 
• Nov 8th (Saturday) Field Day: Secret Creek Wildlife Sanctuary Lithgow. The train leaves Central at 
8.18am. At Central board the 2nd front carriage top level. Cost of $25 includes bus hire [but not the train], 
lunch and entry to the sanctuary. Return train leaves Lithgow at 3.36 pm. Leader John Watters. Contact 
him at 9534 1096, mob 0419 471 038. Prior booking is essential. At the last report 45 have booked. 
• Nov 24th 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Edward Duyker speaking on French zoologist Francois 
Peron. Péron is described as the first informed zoologist to land in Australia. He collected an enormous 
amount of material and his extensive fieldwork and attention to detail was ahead of its time. The talk 
will be followed by a Social Supper. 
• Dec 8th (Monday) 5pm ***** OFF PICNIC AT THE STEAM ROLLER IN OATLEY PARK.***** 
 
• Feb 2nd 2009 (Monday) OFF Annual General Meeting, Election of Officers, Members’ photos and 
Social Supper. 
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OATLEY ELECTORATE COMMUNITY 
AWARDS 

I was delighted to nominate our retiring 
committee secretary Faye Coughlan for the 
Oatley Flora and Fauna component of the 
Electorate Community Awards on Thursday 
evening (6th November). Local M.P. Kevin Green 
presented the awards to various community 
groups and Faye proudly joined with the other 
recipients. The function was very well attended, 
especially by OFF members supporting Faye.  
Faye has done a great job as secretary over the 
last four years and will be missed in that position. 
Fortunately she will stay on the OFF committee 
and continue in the vital role of Welfare Officer. 
[Report by Julian Sheen, OFF President] 

LITHGOW FIELD TRIP: 8th NOV 2008 
59 travelled, 49 by train, 11 by car. We filled the 
top deck of the train carriage there and back. 4 
children were part of the group and showed an 
interest in all of the proceedings. At Lithgow we 
went by the Jones Bros bus to the Lithgow and 
District Community Native Plant Nursery. It started in 
1992 and propagates local species, distributing 
some 7000 plants each year. The volunteer staff 
gave us an informative talk and tour of the 
nursery. Our next stop was the Secret Creek 
Sanctuary of Australian Ecosystems Foundation. 
Trevor Evans, the owner, explained the origin 
and purpose of the sanctuary. After a delightful 
lunch we split into groups for an instructive tour of 
the 10 acre site. Of particular interest was the 
Quoll breeding program, and several emus and 
wallabies greeted us cautiously. We assembled 
for a photo for the Lithgow Mercury, and the bus 
then took us on a short trip around Lithgow and 
on to the 3.36 pm train. It was a most interesting 
and informative day, truly in harmony with OFF’s 
objective of stimulating interest in and protection 
of Australian flora and fauna. [Report by the Director of 
the field day, John Watters] 

BRUSHTAIL POSSUMS 
Brushtail possums are about the size of a cat with 
large ears, a pink nose and very large eyes. They 
are born one at a time, remain in pouch for 5 
months, and are independent at 7 months. They 
are moving in with humans. If you need to move 
one, it is best to check with Wires. Note that a 
resident possum in your garden will keep other 
possums away. They are opportunistic eaters 
and may even eat an unprotected sausage from 
a barbeque. [Wires Fact Sheet] 

PEAK OIL 
At the October meeting Graham Fry, an engineer 
and OFF member, spoke on Peak Oil. That is the 
point at which oil extraction reaches its maximum 
rate, and oil supplies begin to go into terminal 
decline. He presented illustrative graphs and charts 
with an analysis from various scientific sources. He 
showed that in the not-too-distant future oil will be 
less available and correspondingly more expensive. 
With the world becoming ever more dependent on 
oil and its products, this will happen even if new oil 
fields were to be discovered. The picture Graham 
painted was worrying, but, on the positive side, as 
he suggested, alternatives can and must be found; 
these will necessarily depend on local resources and  
require more community interaction, much in 
harmony with OFF’s objectives. 

WILDLIFE IN OATLEY PARK 
The Atlas of NSW Wildlife records 8 species of 
lizards, 6 species of snakes and 2 species of frogs 
for Oatley Park and its surrounds but many of these 
records are old and most are rarely if ever seen 
today. The Eastern Water Dragon is one species 
often sighted along the creek which flows into Lime 
Kiln wetlands. 

TREES 
Our strange and wonderful native trees give the 
whole Australian landscape its unique appearance 
and feel: the lofty gums of the towering southern 
forests with their raw-boned elbows, gangling limbs 
and festoons of bark; the eerie ghost gums of the 
arid centre, the stern, claw-footed red gums standing 
guard on inland riverbanks. [Extract from If Trees Could 
Speak, by Bob Beale]. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 
“Oatley’s Lithgow Pilgrimage” The Lithgow 
Mercury of Nov 6th 2008 used this headline when 
reporting the OFF Lithgow field day [see above]. The 
article described OFF members as “well informed 
enthusiasts”. And who would argue with that? 
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SNOWY MOUNTAINS 2009. 
The escape to Smiggins Chalet will be from Saturday 17th to 
24th Jan 2009. 17 members [9 rooms worth] have expressed 
an interest in this ever popular get-away. Please confirm your 
intention by contacting Robin Dickson on 9580 5663 as soon 
as possible for bookings. Robin is also happy to answer any 
queries. Tariff per night: $95 per couple, double or share [with 
$45 for an extra adult], $75 single and $35 per child. 
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OATLEY’S CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT? 
The Kogarah Council website, quoted in The 
Leader of 4th Nov refers to Oatley’s village 
shopping area as a “CBD” and recommends a 
number of developments there. Some, like a lift at 
the station, seem positive. Others are not so 
clear. Cutting into the park for new parking 
spaces and barring traffic from passing by the 
Clock are examples that require much more 
discussion and yet the time for submissions has 
closed.  www.kogarah.nsw.gov.au/ ]  

OFF COMMITTEE MEMBERS - 2009 
Several of the present Committee have indicated 
that they will not be seeking re-election at the 
2009 AGM on 2nd February. The Committee has 
15 elected members, and meets monthly, usually 
on the Monday after the monthly meeting. The 
Committee attends to correspondence, financial 
matters, policies and activities. If the idea appeals 
to you of becoming a committee member, please 
contact one of the present members before the 
AGM. They can advise on just how rewarding the 
roles can be. 

BECOME AN OFF MEMBER  
How can you hear a great speaker every month, 
keep informed on conservation issues, help 
protect your environment, meet people in a 
stimulating and friendly atmosphere, learn about 
our environment, wildlife and native plants on 
family-friendly monthly walks, and all for $25 
(family) a year?. Easy! Join Oatley Flora & Fauna 
Conservation Society. You can obtain an 
application form from the Membership Officer on 
9580 5663, or off.oatleypark.com/documents 

INDIAN MYNAS 
These pest birds feed mainly on fruits, berries, 
grains, flower nectar and insects. However, they 
are also known to eat pet food and food scraps. 
What can you do to help get rid of them?  
• Plant a range of native plants to provide 

protection for native animals.  
• Cover gaps in buildings and eaves to block any 

active nest or roost entrances – lice carriers!  
• Do not leave food scraps or pet food outside.  
• Place a fake snake in a tree.  
• Put up a picture of a hawk or other bird of prey 

on a window of your house.  
• Place old CDs around your garden.  
• Continually shoo Indian Mynas away.  
• Try not to feed native or introduced birds as this 

encourages pest species. bankstown.nsw.gov.au/ 
NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION 

For those interested in NPA events, please see 
the Southern Sydney website at www.npansw.org.au/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
 
 
 
 

OFF Picnic in The Park, 10th December. This is the 
day for our annual Christmas get-together. It will be 
near the steamroller in Oatley Park after 5.30pm. Bring 
your own food, drinks, picnic chairs, table etc. 
Barbecues may not be possible if any fire danger.  

BRIEFLY 
Tag Along Tour, Sun 23 November J Marlow, Friends 
of Narrabeen Lagoon. jacqui.marlow@optusnet.com.au 
Wildlife of Southern Sydney slide show 26th Nov 
Sutherland NPA NSW phone 9299 0000 
“Reserves of Oatley”, 28th Nov, 10.30 am. This is the 
subject of a talk by Rafe Kowron to the Oatley 
Heritage Group, in the Community Hall, Oatley Library. 
If you are interested in attending or might have some 
information relating to the topic, contact the Group on 
Ph 9570 7201 heritage@exemail.com.au . 
Earth Festival, 29 Nov A multi-arts entertainment 
event designed to promote love of the natural 
environment. Tickets: $35 Adults, children under ten 
years free if accompanied by an adult. 12:00pm to 
10:00pm at Centennial Park, Sydney. 
www.earthfestival.com.au 
Ocean Care Day, 30th Nov, 12-4pm Bondi Pavilion 
Information Marine Discovery Centre 9300 0974 
Sustainability in the Pub, Wed 3 Dec, 6.30 -8.30pm. 
At the Agincourt Hotel cnr Harris St, Broadway. Topic 
is “How do we get to a world without carbon pollution?” 
with Mark Diesendorf and Les Robinson. 
Register with judy.christie@cma.nsw.gov.au  
Free Trees To Offset Carbon Emissions Up to 2000 
trees will be made available free of charge in the Blue 
Mountains area to interested residents and community 
groups. 

OFF SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2009 
As for 2008, the annual subscription for 2009 will be 
$25 per person or family (at the same address). You 
may pay this early, if you wish, by mailing a cheque to 
P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223 or by paying at the 
meeting on 24th November. 
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Twin Cams. 

COMING EVENTS 
• Nov 24th 7.45 Regular Monthly Meeting with Edward Duyker speaking on French zoologist Francois 
Peron. Péron is described as the first informed zoologist to land in Australia. He collected an enormous 
amount of material and his extensive fieldwork and attention to detail was ahead of its time. The talk will be 
followed by a Social Supper. 
• Dec 8th (Monday) 5pm OFF Picnic/BBQ at the Steam roller in Oatley Park. See below 
 
• Feb 2nd 2009 (Monday) OFF Annual General Meeting, Election of Officers, Members’ photos and Social 
Supper. 
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  Download FlashPlayer to 
properly view this site

 

ARCHIVE 2003-2005
The many stories and photos from previous years have been archived to a separate 
page. 
> CLICK HERE to view.
 

Oatley's lost trees
A paper from a project in 
Ecopsychology, Social Ecology - 
University of Western Sydney 
> Download PDF here (1.9mb)

Upcoming
Walks & talks - come along! 

 

>> Download full 2008 program

OFF Newsletters online
Download the current newsletter 
or any from the archive since 2003.
>> View newsletters
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