O.F.F. News

Mar/April 2008

Published by

OATLEY FLORA & FAUNA
CONSERVATION SOCIETY INC.
Issue: 2009/1

Print Post App. No. PP 255003/03239

See OFF’s Website at - http://off.oatleypark.com

SMIGGIN HOLES 2009
A group of 25 friends, most of them OFF members,
enjoyed the Snowy Mountains experience as we
have done for many years. The mountains put on a
real show for us. The weather was very mixed, with
some lovely clear days and others with short sharp
random thunderstorms, heavy cloud, some rain,
and strong biting winds. The flowers on the
lowlands were not as prolific as last year, but some
lovely patches were to be seen on the Main Range
Track. Sadly there were no gentians this year.
Walks included the traditional first day Porcupine
Rocks excursion, the Lakes Walk (the full circuit of
the main range track), Blue Lake, Waterfall Walk,
Rainbow Lake, Mt Stilwell, and the Pallaibo Track.
Attempts were made on the Dead Horse Gap Walk
and the scaling of Mt Townsend, but these had to
be abandoned because of weather conditions. The
Mt Townsend attempt provided great photo
opportunities, including some huddled miserably
behind rocks trying to find enough shelter for a
lunch break. Non walkers drove to Dalgetty,
Adaminaby, Cabramurra and Khancoban, Lake
Eucumbene, the Snowy and Murray Rivers, Tumut
2 and Murray 1 Power Stations, old Kiandra Gold
Fields and enjoyed views (with heavy cloud and
fog) of the western side of the Main Range. The
Schnapps distillery on the Thredbo Road proved to
be another popular diversion. Everyone had a great
time in spite of or perhaps because of the weather.
A delicious “dinner out” was enjoyed at Charlotte
Lodge, Charlotte’s Pass. Most of us tried
Jindabyne’s coffee shops and we could not leave
out the Thredbo Chairlift. Looking forward to our
2010 visit! [Report by Robin Dickson]
CLIMATE CHANGES
The Land newspaper quotes The Drought
Exceptional Circumstances Report to the Federal
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry. It
notes especially the comment that Australia has
one of the most variable climates in the world, and
that, over time, many internal and external factors
will influence the climate. Changes in El Niño–
Southern Oscillations, the Indian Ocean Dipole,
Earth’s rotations, energy from the Sun, volcanic
eruptions as well as human induced changes in
volumes of greenhouse gases, aerosols, ozone
and in land-use are most of the factors the report
identifies as influencing our climate.
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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT NSW
Legislation in NSW is usually reviewed after five
years to see if the objectives of each Act remain
valid and the means are appropriate. Native
Vegetation
Act
2003,
Natural
Resources
Commission Act 2003 and Catchment Management
Authorities Act 2003 are now due for review. The
Environmental Defender’s Office is gathering
information on issues of concern, perceived
problems and suggestions for improvement.
Anyone with comments can contact Robert
[(02)
9262
6989
or
mailto:
Ghanem
robert.ghanem@edo.org.au ].

TREE REMOVAL
Hurstville Council’s current policy is apparently to
allow tree removal if three Ward Councillors agree,
even if Council’s own Tree Management Officer
recommends against it. Councils must recognise a
tree’s social and environmental value, not just its
monetary value. As Alan Fairley argued in The
Leader [22/12/08], a tree removal application
should be refused if it cannot be clearly shown that
it threatens the safety of residents or is likely to
cause structural damage.
NATIONAL PARKS OF NSW
From ancient rainforests and cool, alpine highlands
to powdery white beaches and outback plains
stretching to the horizon, the national parks of New
South Wales cover an extraordinary diversity of
landscapes and habitats, and protect precious flora,
fauna, historic and cultural heritage. Details are
available on the National Parks and Wildlife
eNewsletter: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au
FOX BAITING
The Department of Environment and Conservation
and several local Councils are running a program to
reduce the fox threat to fauna. There will be clear
signposting. Details can be obtained from the
Department on 9668 2000
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Have you paid your annual subscriptions for 2009? If
not, please post your cheque to P.O. Box 52, Mortdale
2223, or pay Lesley Wylie at the AGM on 2nd
February. The subscription is still only $25 per
person or family (living at the same address).

http://theland.farmonline.com.au:

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [cnr Letitia St] Oatley starting at 7.45pm,
usually on the fourth Monday of the month.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome to all meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS
Feb 2nd (Monday) 7.45pm Annual General Meeting, . Reports on O.F.F.'s 2008 activities, (including financial
activities as listed below), and election of office bearers for 2009. Members are invited to comment on the
activities, management and direction of the Society. The AGM will be as brief as possible and followed by
members' pictures and a light supper. If you have digital pictures or slides [but no more than 15!] of
interesting places or Society activities, please bring them to the meeting. Also, please bring a plate of finger
food for the supper.
Feb 23rd (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Paul Irish speaking on Aboriginal middens and
campsites around Sydney.
Feb 28th (Saturday) Field Day- Mill Creek Menai Area. Leaders Joan and Fred Bell [details in next OFF
News].
March 1st Clean Up Australia Day –OFF will be in the Miles Dunphy Reserve. [Details next OFF News]
March 23rd (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Jane Tarran speaking on Biodiversity in
Urban Sydney

SUMMARY OF THE O.F.F. AUDITED FINANCES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.12.08
Lesley Wylie, Hon. Treasurer
Credit Balance as at 01.01.08
Receipts
Subscriptions
Donations
Sale – OFF History
Being Green
Sale - Plants
Sale - Stalls
Sale - Mugs
Annual Dinner
Annual Dinner Raffle
Lithgow Trip
Sundries
Interest
Payments
Department Fair
Trading
Uniting Church
Hurstville Council Grant
Expense
Printing/Postage
Australia Post Box
Rental
Printing Programs
Wireless Microphone
Annual Dinner
Insurance
NCC Membership
Donations (see Note)
Lions Oatley Stall
Lithgow Trip
Sundries

$6,343.79
$3,650.00
$1,169.00
$8.00
$202.60
$60.00
$33.00
$1,830.00
$200.00
$1,405.00
65.00
$33.14

$8,655.74
$14,999.53

$44.00
$275.00
$406.00
$862.44

Note: Donations: ($120) Sydney Wildlife, ($160) Total
Environmental Centre, ($200) Colong Foundation
($320) Birds Australia, WIRES, Gene Ethics Network,
Australian Bush Heritage, Environment Defenders
Office, Kuringai Bats, Wilderness Society.
The Society’s funds at 31.12.08 were $13,833 including
$828 in The Presidents Fund for donations to other
environmental bodies. Generous Donations from
members through 2008 enabled us to increase our
donations by 60% on last year’s donations.
Included in the Society’s funds is 2009 Subscriptions in
advance of $1,325 representing 35% of members.
Generous donations of $750 were received in Nov/Dec
with 2009 Subscriptions to go in the President’s Fund. –
Thank you.

BRIEFLY

NSW Community Climate Summit will be held on 1921 February 2009 climatesummit@nccnsw.org.au or contact

Marnie Kikken on 9279 2466,mailto:climatesummit@nccnsw.org.au

The Zealous Conservator: A life of Charles Lane
Poole by John Dargavel available at booksellers
Help threatened wildlife from disappearing. Contact
Bush Heritage Australia on 1300 628 873 or
www.bushheritage.org.au

$75.00
$158.70
$405.00
$1,664.00
$749.52
$200.00
$2,720.00
$90.00
$1,407.60
$199.19

Less balance of HCC Grant

$9,256.45
$5,743.08
$5,743.08
$8,401.81
$14,144.89
$311.70

Total Society Funds

$13,833.19

Credit Balance as at 31.12.08
Add Cash Management Trust a/c

OFF NOTE

Note that Mum Poss fed Junior soon after this photo was
taken. The photos of the camels in the last edition had
been gently moved into the photo of the truck to complete
the “twin cams ute”. There was no camel discomfort!

South East
OFF Hon. Secretary: Faye Coughlan, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223 Ph: 9570 6338 (after 7pm); Hon. Editor: John Davoren
E-mail:off@oatleypark.com
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THE AGM 2nd FEBRUARY
Congratulations to Julian Sheen who was reelected as President. Congratulations, also, to the
committee members for this year. Their names are
listed in the enclosed 2009 Program of Events.
In his presidential address Julian reminded the
meeting of the goals and objectives of the Society
and the benchmarks by which the success of the
Society can be measured. He stressed that the
Society is a unique and mature organisation
respected in the local and wider community with its
goals directed to the protection of the natural
environment. The various activities of the Society
were then presented to the meeting to illustrate the
manner in which it is seeking to achieve its goals.
The monthly guest speakers, the field days, the
Newsletter and the activities of the OFF
Committee, with its financial management, its
advocacy of conservation issues, its local council
contacts and its organising of field days and social
events are each directly related to the goals.
Julian offered thanks for their generous service to
those retiring from position: - to past president Jan
Douglas, leaving the OFF committee after ten
years, to Faye Coughlan, finishing as secretary
after four years, to Judith Malcolm as committee
member, and to Heather Mackie as hospitality
officer.
WIRRIMBIRRA: NEW DINGO SANCTUARY
Wirrrimbirra has been of interest to OFF over many
years. The Wirrrimbirra Sanctuary, at Bargo, a
National Trust property, opened this addition to its
wildlife refuge in October, in conjunction with the
Australian Native Dog Conservation Soc. The
sanctuary will assist in helping educate the public
about Australia’s top predator and conserve this
endangered native animal. Studies indicate that the
dingo came to this continent as a domestic dog
with the Austronesian people from south China in
prehistoric times. For bookings phone 4684 1112, Tuesday –
Sunday http://www.wirrimbirra.com.au

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
Have you paid you OFF subscription for 2009? If
not, please post your cheque to the Secretary PO Box
52 Mortdale. It remains $25 per person or per family
living at the same address.
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RED CROSS BUSHFIRE APPEAL
There will be a collection point at our 23rd Feb
meeting for those who would like to make a
donation or a further donation to the Red Cross
Bushfire Appeal.
TREES
As Sharyn Cullis wrote [in part] in a recent letter to
The Leader, “Beyond sentimentality, there is a real
economic value in urban trees. The Local
Government Association said in a 1994 policy that
urban trees benefits include microclimate influence,
stormwater management, oxygen production, and
pollution filtering, preventing heat absorption and
soil decontamination”. Sharyn called for Councils
annually to audit and report on tree loss and
replacement – already a declared target in the
Sydney Catchment Management Authority Action
Plan. However, despite the great value of trees,
some in the current debate are already demanding
the removal of forests as a way to avoid another
bushfire disaster!
DEFORESTATION
National Geographic Australia notes the massive
scale of the clearing of Earth's forests, and the
resulting damage to the quality of the land. Forests
still cover about 30 percent of the world’s land area,
but areas the size of Panama [i.e.78,200 sq km] are
lost each year. The world’s rain forests could
completely vanish in a hundred years at the current
rate of deforestation.nationalgeographic.com/
AN OSPREY ON THE
GEORGES RIVER
Debbie Andrew took this
photo.
The
website
below
lists
actions
people can take to help
conserve the Osprey.
.www.threatenedspecies.en
vironment.nsw.gov.au/

NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE REG 2009
This proposed new regulation is to replace the
former 2002 Regulation on 1 September 2009. It is
on public exhibition until 27 March 2009.
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/consult/DecPublicConsultation.htm

Since OFF’s program for 2009 is attached,
this month’s edition is being distributed by post to members.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [cnr Letitia St] Oatley starting at 7.45pm,
usually on the fourth Monday of the month.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome to all meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS
Feb 23rd (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Paul Irish speaking on "Water Front Living Shell Middens and Aboriginal People in Sydney" [See notes below]
Feb 28th (Saturday) Field Day- Menai Area: Upper Mill Creek - Bardens Creek. It is about 5 km of easy to
moderate walking through a fascinating area with rare and endangered species, and important Aboriginal
sites. Meet on eastern side of New Illawarra Road, Lucas Heights in front of ANSTO (4.4 km South of
Menai) at 8.30 am. Cars will then take us near to Gandangarra Aboriginal Cultural Centre on Heathcote
Road. We will follow good tracks through Little Forest to a unique patch of Dry Ironstone Heath; then into
Bardens Creek Valley for lunch. We will finish early near ANSTO. Bring morning tea, lunch, water, hat and
walking shoes. Leaders: Joan and Fred Bell, 9525 0552 or 0409 449 770. The Menai Wildflower Group
has prepared a guide and map to the Bardens Creek section. See it at Bardens ‘n Bush:
http://people.aapt.net.au/~hedges/Menai-APS/bardensbook.pdf

March
March
Urban
March

1st Clean Up Australia Day –OFF will be in the Myles Dunphy Reserve. [See details below]
23rd (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Jane Tarran speaking on Biodiversity in
Sydney
27th (Friday evening) Field Day Spotlighting in Oatley Park. Leader Debbie Andrew
The enclosed 2009 Program of Events provides the list for the year.

SHELL MIDDENS AND ABORIGINAL PEOPLE
Paul Irish is our speaker at the Feb 23rd meeting. He
works in and around Sydney as a consultant
archaeologist conducting Aboriginal archaeological
surveys and excavations, and researching
Aboriginal history. He has been regularly involved in
finding previously undocumented Aboriginal sites
and forgotten pieces of historical information. He is
currently running two research projects in the
Sydney area – one on post-European Aboriginal
sites in the Sydney region, and the other on
Aboriginal archaeology and history on the Kurnell
Peninsula.
MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE:
THE FORMER BOWLING CLUB SITE
OFF has been writing to Hurstville Council since
2006 with recommendations on the future of this
site. Each time Council has replied that there will be
“public consultation” on the future of the site“, later
adding "soon after the council elections”. Councillor
Wagstaff asked about the issue at the Dec 2008
meeting of Council [minute ref Q80-90], noting the
ongoing vandalism of the vacant building and its
virtual demolition by neglect. OFF supports
community use of the site and was disappointed to
read that requests for such use have received the
strange reply that “there are no suitable premises
available at this time”. It is understood that the issue
will be discussed at the Council meeting on 25th. If
so a gallery of people interested in community use
of the site would help to make the point. There will
be more news on this at our meeting on 23rd Feb.

BRIEFLY
Permaculture South inaugural meeting this Friday,
20 February at 7pm at Mortdale Pensioners' Hall,
76 Pitt St, Mortdale.
Tourism In National Parks Thursday 26 February,
18:30-20:30 at the Footbridge Theatre, Parramatta
Rd, University of Sydney. Hear experts including
Dr Martin Taylor (Protected Areas Policy, WWFAustralia), Ralf Buckley (Griffith University),
Andrew Cox (National Parks Association of NSW)
and others. Please RSVP to this free event on 02
9299 0000 notforsale@npansw.org.au from- www.wilderness.org.au/

A National Carbon Offset Standard Paper has
been released by the federal Department of
Climate Change. Responses must be in by 27th
Feb. Details: www.climatechange.gov.au/nav/carbon_offset.html
Climate Change and Global Warming: Saturday,
March 21, 2.00pm at Sydney Mechanics’ School of
Arts 280 Pitt St Sydney. Cameron Eren of the
Total Environment Centre will speak on Australia’s
response to the climate threat, the adequacy of
our targets and the challenges in meeting them.
Forecast: Consequences of Climate Change from
the Amazon to the Arctic by Stephan Faris
addresses effects of change on the world in the
near future.www.stephanfaris.com
OFF NOTE

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY, 2009.
Be rewarded (with satisfaction and a free BBQ)!
Help clean up Myles Dunphy Reserve on Sunday,
1st March, 8.30 am to mid-day. Meet at River Road,
just down from Mulga Road. Bring hat, gloves,
sturdy shoes/boots/gumboots, water, sun-screen,
etc. HCC will provide a free BBQ at Oatley Park
"castle" for participants from mid-day.
South East

OFF Hon. Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223 Ph: 9580 6621; Hon. Editor: John Davoren
E-mail:off@oatleypark.com
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O.F.F. FIELD DAY 28 FEBRUARY 2009
29 of us plus 10 visitors took a very pleasant walk
through the bush near Barden's Ridge. Aboriginal
hand stencils, flat rock etchings, sights and sounds
of the more recent artefacts of Lucas Heights Tip
and ANSTO, and rare botanical specimens in the
unique ironstone heath plant community (together
with a colourful bush cockroach) were all part of the
diversity of the day. Morning tea stop revealed a
number of aboriginal tool sharpening grooves on a
watercourse while luncheon saw us perched over
Barden's Creek in the "Valley of the Giants" named for the masses of majestic Gymea Lilies not
quite in flower. As it was a February day the early
finish was welcome. [Report by Joan Bell, walk leader]
NATIONAL PARKS: PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT
The NSW Government proposes to weaken the
laws on national park leases to make it easier to
build new "eco-resorts", cabins and semipermanent camps. It claims that it will help tourism
and provide extra funds for park management.
Public meetings against these proposals have
strongly reacted against this move. The Colong
Foundation has the details, is encouraging people
to protest, and points to the National Parks
Association website with its detailed suggestions
about how best to express concern. The Colong
Foundation Office [phone 9261 2400] would also
like to hear from us. http://www.npansw.org.au/
OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE
The Friends of Oatley’s public meeting of last
September was strongly of the view that this part of
the Myles Dunphy reserve should not be alienated
[sold or leased to a private entity], that the 6(a)
Open Space zoning should be maintained, and the
site reserved for community services and
recreation. Hurstville Council did not discuss the
matter at its meeting on 25th February, to the great
disappointment of the 20 or so people in the public
gallery who had gone to hear the debate and to
indicate their interest to Council members.
GYMEA LILIES
(Doryanthes excelsa) are found on the coast and
adjacent plateaus. Honey-eaters love the nectar of
these large, crimson flowers on stems 2-3 m tall.
Aboriginal people in the Lake Macquarie district of
NSW were observed in 1836 roasting the stems
and with the roots they made a type of cake.
http://www.anbg.gov.au/aborig.s.e.aust/
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PLATYPUS STING
Studies suggest the
venomous hind-spur
of the male platypus
could
be
used
medically for painrelief
or
as
an
antibiotic.
http://editorial.australiangeographic.com.au/

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
O.F.F.'s Clean Up Australia Day site this year was
in Myles Dunphy Reserve near the former Oatley
Bowling Club. 33 people attended, collecting 29
bags of rubbish with a load of other material,
including large car parts (thanks Matt and Faye)
and 2 train seats that were returned to the railways
(thanks Liz & Graham). A very successful day and
2 members won raffle prizes from Hurstville Council
for their trouble! [Report by site coordinator, Graham Lachere].
GRAYTHWAITE HERITAGE PARKLAND
The NSW Supreme Court has ruled that this
historic North Sydney site can be sold. The
decision does not appear to give due weight to the
spirit and intent of Sir Thomas Dibbs's original gift
of the property in perpetuity. http://graythwaite.org.au/
CARBON POLLUTION REDUCTION SCHEME
On March 10th, the Federal Government released
its draft legislation on the Carbon Pollution
Reduction Scheme inviting consultation on the
terms and effectiveness of the Bill in delivering the
White Paper’s policy decisions. The draft is online
at http://www.climatechange.gov.au/.
BUSHFIRE DONATIONS
$30 was donated by those attending the March 2nd
OFF meeting. This money has been passed on to
the Red Cross Bushfire Appeal.
EARTH HOUR 2009
Earth Hour 2009 begins at 8.30pm on
Saturday 28th March. Do turn off your lights
for the event, and, we suggest, light a candle
at a prominent window to show that you have
not just gone out for the evening. You are
encouraged to sign up on the Earth Hour
website to be counted among those who have
observed this special world wide event this
year. The website is http://www.earthhour.org

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [cnr Letitia St] Oatley starting at 7.45pm,
usually on the fourth Monday of the month.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome to all meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS
March 23rd (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Jane Tarran speaking on Biodiversity in
Urban Sydney. See the note below on People and Plants.
March 28th (Saturday) 8.30pm Earth Hour 2009 [see page 1].
April **3rd (Friday evening) Field Day - Spotlighting in Oatley Park, Leader Debbie Andrew. Spotters
will meet at the top entrance to Oatley Park at 7:30 pm and head off about 8:00 pm. Children must be
accompanied by a parent. If another adult is delegated [even a grandparent] the parents must sign a risk
waiver before the spotlighting. A risk waiver form can be obtained from Janet Austin [phone 9579 2375].
Bring a torch, binoculars and digital camera if you have them. We hope to see possums and some night
birds while walking around the top of the oval and down to the Lime Kiln Bay Road. Expected time is about
2 hours. Cancellation only if it is raining heavily. *Please note change of date from Mar 27th*.
April 27th (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Mary Jacobs speaking on The Story of the
Dharawal, the Aboriginal people of Southern Sydney.
May 3rd (Sunday) Field Day – Walk: Thornleigh to Fullers Bridge. Leader Alan Fairley. About 14km of
moderate difficulty along good tracks and valley of Lane Cove River. See next OFF News for more detail.

PEOPLE AND PLANTS
Dr Jane Tarran*, Senior
Lecturer at UTS in Urban
Ecology is our speaker at
the Mar 23rd meeting. Her
professional
areas
of
interest
and
research
include urban forestry and
urban ecology - the uses
and benefits of trees and
other vegetation in urban
areas. Jane is co-editor of
the book pictured here.
* http://www.science.uts.edu.au/

ABORIGINAL MIDDENS AND CAMPSITES
AROUND SYDNEY
Paul Irish is a consultant archaeologist conducting
Aboriginal archaeological surveys and excavations,
and researching Aboriginal history. He spoke at the
Feb 23rd meeting, about middens. He indicated that
shell middens are found in coastal areas throughout
Sydney and indeed throughout the world. They are
coastal campsites containing the remains of
shellfish, bones from a range of fish species and
land and marine mammals, birds and reptiles, as
well as the remains of fireplaces, human burials and
other features. The middens help preserve organic
remains (such as animal bones) that would
otherwise have been degraded by acid in the soil.
Because of the range of food remains and artefacts
they preserve, middens are of particular interest to
archaeologists, helping them to learn, for example,
about the diet of Aboriginal people and the layout of
their campsites. .Although only a small proportion of
the known middens around Sydney have so far
been excavated it is clear that most are less than
3,000 years old. Paul pointed to some of the
challenges that have to be faced in ensuring that
evidence of past Aboriginal waterfront living is
respected and protected, especially by present
foreshore residents. The talk was particularly well
attended with about 65 members and visitors in the
audience.

BRIEFLY
Permaculture St George meets on the second
Friday of each month, at 7pm at Mortdale
Pensioners' Hall, 76 Pitt St, Mortdale. At its March
meeting Matt Heffernan spoke on the nutritional
value of dandelion, sow thistle, fat hen and
summer green bushtucker - munyeroo (pigweed)
and how the Aboriginal people immediately
incorporated the introduced plants to their diet and
traditions.
The Centre for Sustainability Leadership [CSL] is
offering a seven-month Fellowship Program of
weekly workshops, group activities, mentoring and
residential retreats, focussing on essential
leadership qualities and skills. Students currently
enrolled at university and young professionals may
apply. Scholarships are available. Applications
close on 30th March. Details at http://csl.org.au/index
Catalysing Hope for a Sustainable Future 5.45pm
–7pm Tuesday 14 April Sydney University,
General Lecture Theatre, Main Quadrangle.
Speakers Professor Sir John Meurig Thomas
(Cambridge University), Dr Frits Dautzenberg
(Serenix/ABB Lummus) and Dr Ian Maxwell
(MaxCo), followed by a panel discussion and
reception. To RSVP, mailto:events@science.usyd.edu.au
Clean Up Australia HQ reports that an estimated
8,300 tonnes of rubbish were collected this year, a
15% increase over last year's Clean Up Day.
http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/

OFF NOTE
The Cheetah Family Portrait
Interacting with her 3 cubs, Mother Cheetah purrs.

Apologies to those who cannot connect with these websites, but,
for those who can, many interesting pages, not available through
mail or telephone can be opened.
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CLIMATE FLUCTUATIONS
Climate changes over the years and decades have
followed changes in air and ocean movements, in
cloud formation, in water vapour and in solar
activity. To this list we must now add carbon
dioxide, since its concentration in the atmosphere
has recently risen well above its highest level for at
least 800,000 years. There is very strong evidence
that this dramatic increase is influencing air
temperatures, air and ocean movements and
climate generally. [Excerpt from a longer statement by

Dr Fred Bell, Environmental Scientist]

BIODIVERSITY IN URBAN SYDNEY
Dr Jane Tarran, Senior Lecturer at UTS in Urban
Ecology spoke at the March 23rd meeting in rich
detail on biodiversity and the need for its
conservation. Dr Tarran explored the many benefits
of a healthy urban forest, especially the calming,
psychological
and
spiritual.
Environmental,
aesthetic, social, and economic factors benefits
were discussed; as was the importance of studying
the local environment, being aware of local plants
and of using less water and fertilisers. Much more
detail about Jane’s work generally and particularly
on biodiversity can be found at www.science.uts.edu.au/ .
THREATS TO NATIONAL PARKS
The Colong Foundation is one of the several
groups strongly opposing the NSW Government’s
plans to change National Parks laws. Public
meetings of leading environmental activists in the
last six months have objected to the Government’s
planned changes in line with a task force report on
tourism and national parks. The changes would
weaken both the National Parks and Wildlife Act
and the Wilderness Act. All of the meetings called
for public investment in national parks and for
tourist accommodation to be provided on private
lands. colongwilderness.org.au/media_releases/
NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY
The Natural Resource Management Ministerial
Council, on behalf of the Commonwealth and State
governments, invites comments on the draft
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy. This deals with
how governments, the community, industry and
scientists should care for Australia’s plants,
animals and ecosystems over the next ten years.
The final document will replace the National
Strategy defined in 1996. Submissions close 29th
May. Details are at www.environment.gov.au/
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FOLLOWING VICTORIA’S BUSHFIRE
Victoria’s faunal emblem,
Leadbeater’s
Possum
[LP], was declared extinct
in 1901, but found again
near Marysville in 1961.
LP lives in mountain ash
forests,
of
which
a
significant
part
was
recently burned. LP tends
to retreat into its home
when it detects smoke, so
fire destroying big old trees with hollows is a major
threat. www.wilderness.org.au/
OATLEY PARK SPOTLIGHTING - 3RD APRIL.
35 spot lighters gathered at Oatley Park to seek out
some of its nocturnal inhabitants. Armed with
spotlights, recorded owl calls and a microbat call
detector we enjoyed the warm and still conditions.
A Ringtail Possum was first seen travelling along
the power line at the park entrance. Ringtails are
vegetarians, and prefer the canopy and mid-storey
of forests and the aerial pathways along the
elevated phone cables. Next a Brushtail Possum
came scampering along the ground. Then the
microbat detector (Anabat) picked up calls of
microbats*. We hoped we would capture one these
in one of the bat harp traps set up for the occasion.
At the Steamroller Park we played the call of the
Powerful Owl through the loud hailer. This is their
breeding time and they call to establish territories. I
heard a Powerful Owl calling from Oatley Park in
the previous week, but sadly none replied to our
calls this time. Several other Brushtail and Ringtail
Possums appeared, and then we were delighted to
study at close hand a microbat, a Little Forest Bat,
Vespadelus vulturnus, removed from one of the
traps. 4 Ringtail, 7 Brushtail Possums and 1 small
Bar-sided Skink were spotted. All of the fauna we
saw reminded us of how important it is to protect
their critical shelters, especially the old growth
eucalypt trees with hollows that can take hundreds
of years to form. All thought the night was a great
success and look forward to the next one. [Report by
spotlight Leader Debbie Andrew]

*MICROBATS
They make up a quarter of all mammal species
native to Australia. They are everywhere, but very
difficult for us to see them as they are silent, small
and nocturnal. http://www.absoluteastronomy/com/
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COMING EVENTS
April 27th (Monday), 7.45 pm Regular Monthly Meeting -Speaker: Mary Jacobs (Sydney
Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority) 'The Story of the Dharawal: the Aboriginal people of
Southern Sydney”. [See the note below on Dharawal].
May 2nd (Sunday*) Field day Thornleigh to Fullers Bridge (part of The Great North Walk).About
14km; moderate difficulty along good tracks and valley of Lane Cove River; without any steep ascents.
Train to Thornleigh. Meet at station steps 9.40am. Return from Chatswood. Leader will be catching
8.17am train from Oatley. Change at Redfern (7 minutes to change) for 8.56am train to Thornleigh
(Strathfield-Hornsby Line).Bring water, lunch and hat. Leader: Alan Fairley. T 9570 8332.
May 25th (Monday), 7.45 pm Regular Monthly Meeting Speaker: Gary Schoer (National Parks
Association, Southern Sydney Branch) ‘History of Exploration & Science in Antarctica”’
May 30th (Saturday) Field day Walk in the Blackheath Area in the Blue Mountains’ Leader: Judith
Malcolm [Details in the next OFF News] [*Please note that this field day is on Sunday].

OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE
At last report the future of this site had still not been
discussed at Hurstville Council. It appears that
Hurstville City Council plans to consult the entire
local government area, and so dilute the voice of
communities directly affected. Several interested
organisations are waiting anxiously for the matter to
be on the Council agenda and preparing their
response. The Friends of Oatley website gives a
detailed analysis of the situation, with pictures of the
site, available options for future use, and suggested
messages to Council. www.friendsofoatley.com
BANANAS FROM THE PHILIPPINES
Australia has agreed to import bananas from the
Philippines. Banana growers here believe that the
absence of a quarantine culture there will leave the
local industry open to a range of pests and
diseases. They cite a 600-page report released on
November 12th 2008 listing 21 pests and diseases in
the Philippines of quarantine concern to Australia.
There was no mention of a case for supporting our
local food industry. http://theland.farmonline.com.au/
GUNNS AND THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
4 years after Gunns sued the Wilderness Society for
standing up for Tasmania’s forests, a settlement has
been finalised, with Gunns to pay the Society
$350,000 in costs and discontinue its legal action.
As Alec Marr, the Society's Executive Director said,
"The fact that Gunns now has to pay money to the
Society after claiming for the past four years that the
Society owed it $3.5 million demonstrates that the
legal action was an empty case from the beginning,"

BRIEFLY
boriginal Studies Course Journeys into
Understanding – Saturday 16 May 2009,
9.30a.m to 4.30p.m. Venue: Rainbow Room of
Sutherland Entertainment Centre. The course is
taught mainly by Aboriginal tutors and aims at
fostering reconciliation between Aboriginal and
non Aboriginal Australians. Contact 8230 0783 or

A

http://www2b.abc.net.au/

limate Change-Our Future, Our Choice Aust
CMuseum
May2-August16
ommunity Forum 2009 Sydney Metro CMA will
Chost a Regional Awards and Community Forum
on Saturday May 23, 9am-4pm at The Kirribilli
http://www.australianmuseum

Club. Booking is essential.

Call

9895

6207;

or

mailto:helen.kemp@cma.nsw.gov.au

harawal is the title of the book by Les Bursill
D
and Mary Jacobs, the story of the Dharawalspeaking people of Southern Sydney, and is a text

for some schools
in Southern Sydney. Mary is
speaking at 27th April meeting. dharawal.html
oryanthes – Details about this Southern
Sydney Journal of Art, Heritage and Natural
History can be found at: doryanthes.info/index.htm
ishcare Volunteer Training Weekend on the
16th and 17th May organised by the NSW
Depart of Primary Industries. http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
edia Training Workshop Thurs 7 May, 9.00am
–5.00pm is offered by the Nature Conservation
Council of NSW for community groups wishing to
improve their capacity to promote local issues and
to work through radio, TV and print. More information on

D

F

M

0402 757 342 or http://nccnsw.org.au

.So

http://www.wilderness.org.au

EARTH HOUR 2009.

Two weeks before Earth Hour, 1,000 cities and
towns world-wide had signed up to switch
their lights off. Clearly the symbolic value of
this annual event is dramatic. However, some
eco sceptics argue that there is no point in
turning off their lights as it “doesn’t save much
electricity”. earthhour.org//
h East
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THE STORY OF THE DHARAWAL
The writing of this book was the subject of the talk
at the April meeting by Mary Jacobs with
comments from her co-author Les Bursill. It is the
story of the Dharawal speaking people of Southern
Sydney, their language and culture, from fishing,
hunting, bushtucker, rock art, beliefs and a
Dharawal-English dictionary. http://www.lesbursill.da.ru/
DINGO FRIEND OR FOE
The Colong Foundations argues that aggressive
eradication of wild dogs and dingo conservation
efforts are not sufficient to save the dingo. The
Foundation has nominated the Dingo [Canis lupus
dingo] as endangered under the Threatened
Species Conservation Act, 1995 on the grounds
that hybridisation with domestic dogs has reached
a critical level. www.colongwilderness.org.au/Dingo/
PRESERVING NATIONAL PARKS
Blue Mountains City Council has written to NSW
tourism minister Jodie McKay, opposing any
proposed changes that could allow development
within national parks. Recommendations from the
NSW Taskforce on Tourism and National Parks
Report to change the National Parks and Wildlife
Act is due to be debated in Parliament by the end
of June. Councillors unanimously backed a matter
of urgency motion expressing “serious concern”
about the report’s recommendations, particularly
relating
to
new
visitor
accommodation.
http://bluemountains.yourguide.com.au/

OATLEY PARK THIS MONTH
Alan Fairley has listed some plants in Oatley Park
that should be flowering in May/June:
Sunshine Wattle (Acacia terminalis) shrub to 2m,
bipinnate leaves, bright yellow flowers.
Sweet-scented Wattle, (Acacia suaveolens), a
slender shrub to 2m, pale yellow or cream flowers.
Heath Banksia (Banksia ericifolia) small crowded
leaves, orange-red flower spikes
Variable Bossiaea (Bossiaea heterophylla) shrub
to 1m tall, yellow and red pea-type flowers
White Fingers (Caladenia catenata) white ground
orchid with a single flower on a 20 cm stem
Rough Wax-flower (Philotheca scabra) is white
with 5 petals, small shrub on sheltered slopes.

Since 1955
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JOADJA
The historic village of Joadja is the scene of an
OFF field day in June [see under Coming Events].
Once a thriving kerosene mining settlement 31 km
north-west of Mittagong, established in the late
1870s, it is of National heritage significance, a most
important nineteenth century industrial and
archaeological mining relic. www.smh.com.au/news/
THORNLEIGH-FULLERS BRIDGE WALK 3rd May
Participants were obviously not put off by the
adverse weather reports nor the 13km distance, as
21 people checked in at Thornleigh Station for the
walk down Lane Cove Valley. The weather forecast
turned out to be wrong and the day was a brilliant
autumn blue. Jumpers and coats were shed early.
The highlights of the valley were the magnificent
Blackbutts on the slopes and the wide variety of
plant species seen as we passed from river
margins to dry upper slopes. Not a lot was in
flower, but there were some autumn greenhoods,
lots of white epacris and pink dog rose. There was
even a clump of the rare Melaleuca deanei,
typically not in flower. There were a few sore feet
by the time we reached Lane Cove Park, but all
enjoyed the day and the companionship.
[Report by Alan Fairley, Walk Leader]

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH
Some twenty people attended the first training
session on 28th April at the corner of River and
Mulga Rd, Oatley. They came from OFF and Myles
Dunphy Reserve Bushcare. Claire from Sydney
Water was a good trainer, and will return to assist
at the next session! New comers are welcome
without any commitment. Sessions begin at 9 am
and the next scheduled are on 26/5/09 and 28/7/09.
This is a regular testing program by volunteers of
the creek lines flowing through to the Georges
River. The cumulative impact of small tributaries is
often overlooked as threats to downstream water
quality and aquatic ecosystems. For more detail
ring Sharyn (9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291
879).
ANIMAL RESCUE AMBULANCES
IRES has recently launched two brand new
rescue ambulances. They are on the road five
days a week rescuing native animals in distress
and are expected to travel up to 70,000 kms a year.
With the latest technology they are capable of a
rapid response to wildlife in need. www.wires.org.au/

W
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May 25th (Monday), 7.45 pm Regular Monthly Meeting, Speaker: Gary Schoer (National Parks Association,
Southern Sydney Branch) ‘History of Exploration & Science in Antarctica”’
May 30th (Saturday) Field day in the Blue Mountains’ from Pulpit Rock to Black Heath. A few short steep spots
and some sections where the track falls away sharply at the edge. Allow 2 hrs driving Oatley to Blackheath, meet at
10.45 am. Right from Great Western Hwy at Govetts Leap Rd [opposite the railway crossing] then left at Edwards
St, to the swimming pool park. A few cars will take us to the end of Pulpit Rock Rd, down Hat Hill Rd to begin the
walk. Walking time about 3½ hrs along Pulpit Rock Track to Boyd’s Beach, on Popes Glen Track back to Edwards St.
Bring water, lunch, and clothes for possible 10°C. Leaders: Judith Malcolm, John Davoren 0431 703 621
June 22nd (Monday), 7.45 pm Regular Monthly Meeting Speaker: Ross Bradstock (Centre for Environmental
Risk Management of Bushfires, University of Wollongong) “The Burning Question: Fire Ecology”
June 27th (Saturday) - Field day visiting Joadja*. It is an arranged tour so numbers must be known beforehand.
The costs are - adults $16.50, 10-16 year-olds $10.50, under 10 free. Morning tea is provided, BYO lunch or
purchase there. Leader: Heather Mackey [See next newsletter for further details.]
July 27th (Monday), 7.45 pm Regular Monthly Meeting Speaker: Tim Entwisle “From Algae Everything”

OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE**
OFF has been writing to Hurstville Council [HCC]
for at least two years, with little or no success,
calling for the preservation of this part of the Myles
Dunphy Reserve as a sustainable community area.
Finally Hurstville Council has engaged a private
consultant to undertake discussions with the
community. During the last month various
community groups including OFF have been
consulted. Committee members presented the view
that this land remain available to the public, not be
sold, alienated or otherwise sequestrated, that no
activity should be undertaken that would damage
or threaten the bushland nature of the reserve, and
should be for community recreational activities.
Soon it will be turn of individuals to speak up in the
public consultation phase. Your letters to HCC and
its appointed consultant could help to keep this site
in public hands. For more details go to www.friendsofoatley.com
GREEN LOANS
As many will have already noted, low-interest loans
are now available to make our homes more energy
and water efficient. The loans are available from
banks with a low interest rate subsidised by the
Government. http://www.environment.gov.au/greenloans/
AUSTRALIAN SEASCAPE
The Wilderness Society notes that our seascape is
double our landscape and below the surface is
more varied and dramatic than above. Canyons,
undersea mountains, plateaus and trenches are
home to a great variety of life, but overfishing, oil
and gas drilling, mining and pollution are destroying
marine habitats. Some marine species have
already disappeared, and climate change may
make matters worse. http://www.wilderness.org.au/
**FUTURE OF THE BOWLING CLUB SITE
th
Note Monday June 8 from 11am to 3pm at Boongarra
Reserve [opposite Oatley Station]for a meeting arranged
by Friends of Oatley, Lions and OFF to let the community
know of the Council’s plans. That is to alienate the area
and to lease it long term to a private entity. Come along
for a sausage sizzle and information day.

BRIEFLY

A

boriginal Archaeological Tour Saturday 23 May
2009 at Botany Bay National Park, Kurnell As part
of National Archaeological Week 2009, consultant
archaeologist Paul Irish and Botany Bay National Park
Aboriginal Community Liaison Officer Dean Kelly will
lead a walking/talking tour of the archaeological work
in the area. It is for one hour and free, but booking is
essential. Call Paul Irish on 0418 450 490 or
paulirish@optusnet.com.au

ammoths Exhibition at the Australian Museum.
M
until 24 July. The Mammoth was elephant-like,
but a much bigger creature, and disappeared at the end
th

of the Ice Age, some 10,000 years ago. This exhibition
comes from the National Museum of Natural History,
Paris.
hooting Bats Friends of Bats note the unrestricted
shooting of Grey-headed Flying foxes by orchardists,
and are seeking support for their campaign to stop the
cruelty. www.sydneybats.org.au/ .
orld Environment Day 5th June is a United Nations
day designed to stimulate awareness of the
environment and the need for political action for its
preservation. Sydney Olympic Park Authority is
celebrating the day with environmental events and
programs Details Mike Bartlett Tel: 9714 7334,

S

W

mike.barlett@sopa.nsw.gov.au, www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au/

Ocean Day 8
World
helping our ocean"

th

June "Helping our climate,

www.theoceanproject.org/

OCEAN WARMING?

pirits.info/resources/books/dharawal.html
http://www.creativespirits.info/resources/books/dharawal.html
http://www.c
http://www.creativespirits.info/resources/books/dharawal.html
reativespirits.info/resources/books/dharawal.htm
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ORAL HISTORY
A grant from Kogarah Council has enabled OFF to
purchase a Voice Recorder. The Recorder will be
used to gather oral history on the effect of the ebb
and flow of conservation and change on the
environment, and particularly its impact on flora
and fauna. OFF is seeking people with memories
and ideas on this subject who would be prepared to
have their contribution recorded, and is also
looking for some who would like to conduct
interviews of this kind.
SUSTAINABLE LIVING CENTRE
A sustainable living centre on the site of the former
Oatley Bowling Club site would significantly
enhance the area and the Myles Dunphy Reserve
and would be very much in harmony with the goals
of the Georges River Combined Councils
Committee of which Hurstville is a participating
member. A mixed use, sustainable living site would
provide a wealth of social, environmental and
economic benefits. A list of options for the site is
set out on the Friends of Oatley website;
www.friendsofoatley.com/

SUSTAINABLE LIVING COMPETITION
The Blue Mountains Conservation Society has a
competition encouraging mountain residents to
reduce energy and water consumption, offering a
prize of $6000 for the household with the greatest
reductions in a twelve-moth period.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ROCK SHELTERS
In outcrops of rock like sandstone or granite,
overhangs can form cave-type shelters, in some of
which Aboriginal people stayed. Over the years,
material would build up, including ashes from fires,
sediments, food, discarded tools and material from
the cave roof. When the caves are undisturbed,
archaeologists can excavate these deposits and
learn about the patterns of Aboriginal life.
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/

TRAPPING OF INDIAN MYNAS
Lake Cathie Landcare has been successful in
trapping this invasive species,(Acridotheres tristis)
sometimes called “rats of the sky”, that invade
nests of other birds, eat the chicks and make nests
that rot leaving the trees unusable for native birds.
www.fauna.org.au/

NEW MEMBERS
New members of the Society will be offered free
garden advice and a home visit to discuss ways to
improve their natural environment.

Since 1955
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PULPIT ROCK WALK 30th MAY
Despite the
early 5ºC and
the threats of
a downpour,
seven keen
walkers
gathered at
Blackheath
Caravan Park
and went by
car to the end
of Pulpit Rock
Rd where the
walk began.
Although light
rain and mists
came
and
went, the sun
filled the valleys and shone on the cliff faces just at
the right times and in the most dramatic way. Views
were enjoyed of the awe-inspiring panorama of the
valleys and mountains. The sights included the
Bridal Falls and other cascades along the cliffs and
stunning views of the vast catchment of Govetts
Leap and the Grose River. After a pleasant lunch at
Boyd’s Beach, we went on the Pope Glen Track
through the rich forest along the creek back to
Blackheath. [Report by Judith Malcolm and John Davoren, Walk
Leaders]

RAIN FORESTS
More than half of Earth’s rain forests have already
been lost forever to the insatiable human demand
for wood and arable land. Rain forests that once
grew over 14% of the land on Earth now cover only
about 6%. If current deforestation rates continue,
these critical habitats could disappear from the
planet completely within the next hundred years.
The reasons for plundering rain forests are mainly
economic. Wealthy nations drive demand for
tropical timber, and cash-strapped governments
often grant logging concessions at a fraction of the
land’s true value. “Homesteader” policies also
encourage citizens to clear-cut forests for farms.
Sustainable logging and harvesting rather than
clear-cutting are among the strategies key to
halting rain forest loss. If managed properly, the
rainforest can provide the world's need for these
natural resources on a perpetual basis. www.raintree.com/facts.htm
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COMING EVENTS
June 22nd (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Ross Bradstock speaking on "the Burning
Question: Fire Ecology" Ross is Director of the Centre for Environmental Risk Management of Bushfires,
University of Wollongong]
June 27th (Saturday) Field Day to Joadja. Joadja is 1½-2 hours from Sydney. Meet at the parking lot at
10am. Take the M5, turn left at the Mittagong sign, go into town and take the right hand road at the clock.
Go along Wombean Caves Rd, turn left at Hancey’s Lane and follow the sign to Joadja. 11 kms later turn
right at the cattle grid and follow the dirt road for a further 4.5 kms to the entrance to Joadja Town.
Booking is required by the June 22nd meeting as this is an arranged tour. Entry is $16.50 adults, $10.50 for
10-17 year olds, and under 10 free. Morning tea provided but if you plan not to BYO lunch you need to book
for lunch also. Leader: Heather Mackey, 9528 7071, Field Officer: Janet, 9579 2375 or, if lost on the
day ring Joadja 4878 5129.
July 27th (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Tim Entwisle speaking on E Algis Omnia
[From Algae Everything]. Dr Tim Entwisle is Executive director of the Botanic Gardens Trust in Sydney, a
highly respected scientist and communicator with a broad interest in plants, science and gardens.
Aug 1st (Saturday) Field Day to Spring Creek in the Kiama area. Travel by train and walk through an area
rich in bird life. Leaders Leslie and Peter Cox [more in next OFF News]

PRESERVING FORESTS
An Environmental Impact Statement [EIS] for
logging in the River Red Gum State Forests went on
public exhibition on 1st June. Environmentalists have
slammed the document for undertaking next to no
surveys for threatened species, and failing to
address the impact of logging on nationally
significant wetlands. The National Parks Association
of NSW described the Red Gum EIS as a ‘phoney’
document without legal standing, and inadequate in
its content.
WATER USE
Farmers use about 70% of the world’s water,
industry around 20% and domestic usage is around
10%. Around 1000 litres of water is needed to grow
a kilo of wheat and 15000 litres to produce a kilo of
beef. Hut news
MOUNT VICTORIA BYPASS
The Blue Mountains Conservation Society is
recommending to RTA an alternative bypass. It
would miss Mt Victoria by heading westward from
Soldier’s Pinch, running north-west and meeting the
present GW Highway at the bottom of Victoria Pass.
This would minimise the environmental, social and
heritage impacts inherent in all of the other
proposed alternative corridors, and be far cheaper
than a tunnel beneath Mt Victoria.

BRIEFLY
harles Darwin. The Australian National
Maritime Museum Darling Harbour has an
exhibition dealing with his voyages and his
theories coinciding with his 200th birthday. Entry is
free.
limate Change, “Our Future Our Choice” is on
exhibition at the Australian Museum until 16th
Aug.
yles Dunphy (Selected Writings) available
from The Colong Foundation 332 Pitt St
Sydney
egional Advisory Committee Vacancies. The
Minister for Environment and Climate Change
invites members of local communities to apply for
membership of a National Parks and Wildlife
Regional Advisory Committee in their area. Term
is four years, a voluntary position. Apply on line at

C

C
M
R

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/npws, or rac@environment.nsw.au or
ring 9585 6117 Applications close on 30th June.

. OFF NOTE

FUTURE OF THE BOWLING CLUB SITE
th
The large gathering at Boongarra Park on June 8
addressing the future of this important site gave a
clear signal about the community preference for
retaining the site in public hands. It seems, however,
that the Hurstville Council is still favouring alienation
as it wants the money from the sale or lease. If you
have not already done so please sign the pro-public
hands petition. You can obtain a copy of the form at
any of the community organisations or on line at:
http://www.friendsofoatley.com/
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FORMER OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE
On 25th June the future of this important part of the
Myles Dunphy Reserve was on the agenda of the
Hurstville City Council. OFF members who were in
the public gallery were dismayed at the tone of the
discussion, and disappointed at the behaviour of
many councillors. Some were ready to belittle
those in the gallery and seemed to have
concluded, before the consultation process is
complete, that the Bowling Club site is to be
alienated. One councillor was of the view that those
who attended
the gathering at Boongarra reserve
on June 8th were too few to matter.
It is important that all options be fully considered
before Council makes the decision that vitally
concerns the community. The public meeting
is still
to come. It is scheduled for Sept 17th. The many
people opposing alienation should let their
councillors know urgently. A copy of a petition is at
http://www.friendsofoatley.com/

THE BURNING QUESTION
Ross Bradstock’s talk at the June 22nd meeting was
on bushfire. He described it as a profound natural
phenomenon arising from interactions between
vegetation, terrain and the atmosphere. These, in
turn, shape the structure and function of natural
ecosystems. Bushfires pose risks to people,
property, and other things such as air and water.
Risks to biodiversity may also occur because of
unfavourable frequencies, seasons, and intensities
of fire. The resilience of ecosystems may be
compromised if fires are too frequent and too
intense. Knowledge and concepts now allow us to
define and understand the capacity of natural
ecosystems to cope with fire. There is much to
learn, but we now know that cycles of life in our
bushland are entwined with cycles of fire, and fire
management is progressing on this basis.
CONSERVING WHALES
The International Whaling Commission (IWC) may
be shifting towards a more conservation-oriented
role after backing an ambitious Australian plan for
non-lethal whale research. "It is part of a move by
the IWC from being a whalers' club to being a
whale conservation body," says Patrick Ramage,
director of the International Fund for Animal
Welfare (IFAW). The Australian ($1.5m) plan aims
to demonstrate the value of non-lethal methods for
tracking and researching whales, as against
Japan's “research” program http://www.stopwhaling.com.au
OFF ANNUAL DINNER
Members please note in your diaries that this
important event is set down for Friday 6th
November – venue South Hurstville RSL

July/Aug 2009

JOADJA FIELD - DAY 27th JUNE
Twenty-one took
part, driving down
past Mittagong, in
perfect weather.
After morning tea,
we climbed onto
the tractor train,
and, with our host
Mark
at
the
wheel, went on a
most interesting
and
informative
journey.
Mark
talked
of
the
history both of the
people and of the shale industry. The Scottish
settlers were largely self reliant, producing
everything from the bricks and the buildings to the
food for the table. Concluding the tour and the
history beside the cemetery Mark aptly named the
event as “From the Cradle to the Grave”. [Report by
Heather Mackey, Walk Leader]

GOLDEN WATTLE
The over 700 wattle species were valued as a
distinctive feature of the Australian flora and an
inspiring focus for spring festivities well before
Federation. Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
enjoyed popular recognition from the early 1800s
but was proclaimed as the national floral emblem
only in 1988. www.anbg.gov.au/emblems
WATTLE IN OATLEY PARK
In mid winter, the Wattles usually put on a good
show. Gosford Wattle (Acacia prominens) has
abundant yellow flower heads and is on the exit
road near the oval. The Queensland Silver Wattle
(A. podalryiifolia) is not a local native, but it often
makes a brilliant show near the picnic area. The
flower spikes draw our attention to the widespread
Sydney Golden Wattle (A. longifolia) and Myrtleleaf Wattle (A. myrtifolia) is a low wattle scattered
throughout the Park. Wattle is well flowering in
NSW by stAugust and so Wattle Day was held on
August 1 in this State for many years.
BANANA FUTURE
The proposed importation of bananas into
Australia poses a major threat. Some scientists
argue that, since the banana is an old and decrepit
herbaceous plant, it lacks the genetic diversity to
win against the pests and diseases invading many
overseas banana plantations. However, Bioversity
International sees some grounds for confidence
that the threatening diseases can eventually be
beaten, allowing the popular banana to survive.
http://bananas.bioversityinternational.org/
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COMING EVENTS
July 27th (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Tim Entwisle speaking on E Algis Omnia [From
Algae Everything]. Dr Tim Entwisle is Executive director of the Botanic Gardens Trust in Sydney, a highly
respected scientist and communicator with a broad interest in plants, science, and gardens.
Aug 1st (Saturday) Field Day to Spring Creek (Kiama area). Meet at Bombo Railway Station at 10.05am
for a gentle walk to the Spring Creek Wetlands where there is a bird hide (bring binoculars). We then go to
the old Bombo Quarry. BYO lunch and water; there are no nearby shops. Train travellers catch the Kiama
train from either Hurstville at 8.00am or Sutherland at 8.11am arriving Bombo at 10.01am. Wear sturdy
footwear suitable for wet/muddy walking and bring hat, sunscreen, and first aid. Leaders: Lesley and
Peter Cox 0427947817 or 0438878774. This walk is not for rainy weather. Ring Lesley or Peter if you
have any doubts.
Aug 24th (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with a representative from Sydney Water speaking
on “Managing a precious resource: Future Supply and Efficient Use”.
Aug 30th (Sunday) Field Day to Heathcote National Park, Waterfall to Heathcote Leader Alison Gilroy.
We will be catching the 8.18 train from Oatley, and meeting at Heathcote station at 8.45am. Most of the
walk follows beautiful Heathcote Creek. via Battery Causeway, Kingfisher Pool, and Bondel Pool. We will
need our lunch as the walk will probably take us about 6 hours, and is about 11kms. There is a fair amount of
up and down. We will be returning from Waterfall station.

CONSERVING NATIONAL PARKS
AthPrivate Member's Bill in the NSW Parliament on
4 June sought to confirm Mountain Bikers access
to tracks in National Parks. Andrew Cox, NPA
Executive Officer commented, “Mountain bikes are
damaging to the shallow soils found within many of
the sandstone parks of the Sydney basin. - -and
they conflict directly with the access of walkers on
narrow single tracks, and a risk of serious injury and
litigation if mountain bikes continue to use them”.
http://www.npansw.org.au/web/news/media_release.php?id=352&pa=%

THE CLIMATE GROUP
This international, non-profit organisation has as its
primary objective to help government and business
to set the world economy on the path to a lowcarbon, prosperous future. Its people come from
different backgrounds, and from all over the world.
Its Australian members include Luke Muir,
Communications Manager, who is speaking at our
September meeting. www.theclimategroup.org/
GAME AND FERAL ANIMAL CONTROL
NSW Parliament has rejected the Game and Feral
Animal Control Amendment Bill in its entirety. The
Shooters Party sought to have the Bill passed,
allowing recreational hunting to take place in
National Parks, including the hunting of 26 native
species and the release of exotic birds for hunting
purposes. For more information http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/
WORM FARMS
These are a very environmentally friendly way to
dispose of your kitchen waste. Even people in Units
or Villas can put a farm on their balcony. All kitchen
waste except meat, seafood and dairy products can
be put in the farm to feed the worms, and the worms
produce wonderful juice that is a fabulous fertilizer
for your plants and garden. Hurstville Council runs
regular WF workshops, and each attendee gets a
worm farm. http://www.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/Worm-Farming.html
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH.
The next testing days are 28th July and 25th August.
Interested volunteers please ring Sharyn 9579 1262
or Heather 0425 291 879.

BRIEFLY
iodiversity Seminar for Local Government is
a free event for Local Government staff
and others interested in biodiversity on
Tuesday 4th Aug, 9:15 am - 2:00 pm at Gold and
Silver Room, Mantra Hotel, Parramatta. RSVP

B

shelley.dinning@environment.nsw.gov.au

C

limate Law Bulletin is now available from the
Environmental
Defender’s
Office
documenting the progress of climate change
law and policy, providing readers with
information to enable effective public
participation. www.nsw.edo.org.au
reenhouse Indicator provides information
on greenhouse gases produced each week
from energy use. www.theclimategroup.org/data/
n Living Memory Photographs from the
records of the Aborigines Welfare Board
will be at St George Regional Museum in
Hurstville until 24th September.
ational Tree Day is on Sunday 2nd August
with
Schools Tree Day to be held on Friday
31st July http://treeday.planetark.com/
egister of Big Trees Derek McIntosh, its
Coordinator, is assembling an integrated list
of Australian native and naturalised trees
with the objective of locating and recording the
largest
specimen
of
every
species.
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http://www.nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.au/

NEW OFF MEMBERS

New OFF members are offered free garden advice and a
home visit to discuss attracting smaller birds back to their
garden. They will receive a selection of native plants to
encourage local fauna and to help get started on the
wondrous
field
of
native
garden
ecology.
http://off.oatleypark.com/_documents/200904newmembersoffer.pdf
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VALE FRED BELL
Fred was a very active
member of Oatley Flora
and
Fauna
for
seventeen years. He
held the positions of
Vice President for two
years,
Committee
Member for eight and
Editor of the OFF
newsletter for four. As
editor, he was able to
draw on many contacts
for news items, including
those from the Total
Environment Centre of
which
he
was
a
foundation member.
Fred
grew
up
in
Rockdale area and was
a member, and later a significant leader in the
Scout movement.
Dr. Frederick C. Bell BSc (Syd) MSc (Civil Eng)
PhD (NSW) had three different but interrelated
career paths.
His first was as an hydrologist and he became
Professor of Engineering Hydrology at Colorado
State University.
His interests then turned to mathematical modelling
of natural processes, and later he was senior
lecturer
in
climatology,
geomorphology,
biogeography, and environmental science at the
University of New South Wales.
His third path was as a consultant in environmental
impact assessment, predictive modelling, and risk
analysis and he was involved in the investigation
and promotion of ecologically sustainable
development. Fred was author or co-author of
some 120 publications or major reports in the areas
of his research and professional experience.
For Oatley Flora and Fauna Fred was both a great
resource of knowledge, energy and commitment,
and a thorough gentleman, “an utterly decent
bloke”. He led field days and presented talks at
OFF meetings on topics such as native food plants,
North Queensland rainforests and endangered
species. All of us will sadly miss him.
Fred and Joan had recently celebrated their fiftieth
wedding anniversary. We offer our heartfelt
condolences to Joan and to their family.

Aug/Sept 2009

WATTLE

There are over 600
different species of
Wattle found all
over Australia with
shapes varying from
low,
spreading
shrubs to large,
upright trees, often
called
'Mulga'.
Whilst most flower
in early spring and
summer, there are
wattles that bloom
all year. www.aussieinfo.com/identity

WATTLE DAY - SEPTEMBER 1St

Celebration of Wattle Day reached a height during
World War 1. Volunteers sold many sprigs of wattle
on the day to raise funds for the war effort. Many
sent boxes of wattle to soldiers in hospitals
overseas, and it became a custom to enclose a sprig
of wattle with each letter to remind our soldiers of
home. After the war, Wattle Day remained as a
special day. In NSW, on August 1st, because of the
earlier wattle flowering here, but in 1937 the day
went back to 1st. September, now the accepted date
across Australia.

OATLEY PARK IN SEPTEMBER

The following should all be flowering. Alan Fairley
provided the list.
Myrtle-leaf Wattle (Acacia myrtifolia; shrub to 1
m, short broad leaves, pale yellow balls up to 8 in a
group)
Sunshine Wattle (Acacia terminalis; shrub to 3m,
feathery leaves, pale yellow balls up to 40 grouped.)
Sweet-scented Wattle (Acacia suaveolens; slender
shrub to 2m, straight narrow leaves, pale yellow
balls)
Pink Spider Flowers (Grevillea sericea; shrub to 2m,
flowers usually pink but sometimes white)
Green spider Flowers (Grevillea mucronulata; low or
spreading shrub to 1.5m, groups of 6 or more
flowers)
Rough Wax-flowers (Philotheca scabra; small shrub
on sheltered slopes, white flowers with 5 petals)
Fuschia Heath (Epacris longiflora; 2 cm red tubes
with white lobes, sharp-pointed leaves to 12 mm
long)
Bush Pea (Pultenaea stipularis; shrub to 2m, yellow
pea-type flowers, and crowded thin leaves to 3cm
long).

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [cnr Letitia St] Oatley starting at 7.45pm,
usually on the fourth Monday of the month.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome to all meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS
Aug 24th (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with a representative from Sydney Water speaking
on “Managing a Precious Resource: Future Supply and Efficient Use”.
Aug 30th (Sunday) Field Day to Heathcote National Park, Waterfall to Heathcote Leader Alison
Gilroy.We will be catching the 8.18 train from Oatley, and meeting at Heathcote station at 8.45am. Most of
the walk follows beautiful Heathcote Creek. via Battery Causeway, Kingfisher Pool, and Bondel Pool. We will
need our lunch as the walk will probably take us about 6 hours, and is about 11kms. There is a fair amount of
up and down. We will be returning from Waterfall station.
Sept 28th (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Keith Muir speaking on The Gardens of Stone
– a wonderland or a woebegone plateau?
Oct 3rd (Saturday) Field Day Discovering Auburn on Saturday 3 October 2009. The walk includes
Gallipoli Mosque, Botanic Gardens, the Japanese Garden, Duck Creek and several other places
Leader: Keith Robinson T9869 8743 Mob 0427 611 795 More on this day in the next Oatley Flora and
Fauna News. [Note the change of date from 31st Oct]
Oct 26th (Monday) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting
Oct 31st (Saturday) Field Day to South Coast –Beecroft Peninsula, near Currarong. Leader Janet Austin
[note the change of date from 3rd Oct– more details the in next OFF News]

FUTURE OF OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE
Have your say at the public meeting
arranged by
Hurstville Council on Saturday 19th Sept, [not 17th] at
2.30pm at the Marana Auditorium. If not able to
attend,
please write or mailto:hcc@hurstville.nsw.gov.au by
2nd October outlining your thoughts on the site’s
future
EVERYTHING FROM ALGAE
This was the topic of the talk at the July meeting by
Dr Tim Entwisle, Executive Director of the Botanic
Gardens Trust. Tim argued that algae play a basic
role in the evolution of the plant world, and include
most of the ‘higher level variety’ of life around us.
Algae are not just slimy things that form algal
blooms. They are much more; beautiful and bizarre,
often rare and restricted, and they have a distinctive
Australian character. Many species are found only
here, some with evolutionary histories back to
Gondwana. They range from single cells through to
filaments and sheets, to the giant kelps in the
oceans. Tim described his study of algae as a
fascinating journey, with lots of new discoveries on
the way, and on a path that took him to his current
position. See more on Australian freshwater algae
at: http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au; www.talkingplants.blogspot.com.
FIELD DAY TO SPRING CREEK - 1ST AUGUST
With weather clear and sunny, seventeen set off
from Bombo Railway Station for the Spring Creek
Wetlands. This little valley originally cleared of cedar
and forest became dairy farms then market gardens.
Revegetated, with extensive wetlands and a bird
hide to observe many waterfowl, walking was easy
and pleasant. A Satin bowerbird had conveniently
built its bower almost beside the bird hide. Following
a brief stop in Kiama cemetery to examine some
historic memorials, we then explored the old Bombo
quarry, interesting for its geology and history. The
brilliant weather and stunning views made a most
pleasant day. [Report by Walk Leader: Lesley Cox]
OPEN DAY HEINRICH RESERVE LUGARNO
Open Day is on Sat 22nd Aug, 1 to 4pm, Bayside
Drive near Jacaranda Ave Lugarno. The Australian
Government has funded a bushland restoration
project to improve the quality of stormwater into
Lime Kiln Bay, a joint venture of Heinrich Bushcare
Group and Hurstville Council. The Bushcare
volunteers will show you the work involved. Details
from Heather Stolle, Bushcare Officer. 9330 6468 or
0425 291 879

BRIEFLY
lue Horizons: A photographic exhibition by Wyn
Jones celebrating Sept 25th 1969, date of the
designation of Blue Mountains National Park [Myles
Dunphy’s name comes to mind!] Starts Sat 29th Aug
to 30th Sept, 10 to 4 pm at the Visitor Centre,
Mount Tomah Botanic Gardens Enquiries 4567 2154

B

www.colongwilderness.org.au

limate Change: Dr Mark Diesendorf a leading
on the theory of sustainability and
sustainable energy is speaking on climate change and
its possible impact on the St George region, 8th
Sept, 7pm Conference Room, Hurstville Council
Administration Building Call Deborah Cooke on 9562 1663
nergy Efficient Homes Package: The Federal
Government has announced a new bonus scheme to
reduce household greenhouse gas emissions. It
provides households with options of rebates for
either ceiling insulation [up to $1,600], or $1,600 on
solar hot water. http://www.environment.gov.au//
ocal Environmental Plans: Fact sheets are now
available online. The Environmental Defenders
Office has provided details on current LEPs and
environment planning. www.edo.org.au/edonsw/site/factsh
atley Lions Festival: This year it will be on Sat
17th Oct. http://www.oatleylions.org.au/ Oatley Flora and
Fauna would like to run a stall and is looking for
volunteers. Contact Liz Cameron T9580 6621
utherland S.H.I.R.E. Virtual Museum: A new
website with images and articles focussing on the
history and environment of the local area, and
certainly worth a close look. http://www.doryanthes.info/
nload guns in Parks: Public Meeting Tues 25th Aug
6.45pm to 9pm Ku-ring-gai Town Hall 1186 Pacific
Highway, Pymble www.naturensw.org/nohunting [the NCC
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cartoon captures something of the atmosphere!]

Our Parks & Animals, not Fair Game!

NOTE THE OFF ANNUAL DINNER
The 2009 Annual Dinner is on Friday 6th November,
7 pm at South Hurstville R.S.L.
OFF Hon. Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223 Ph: 9580 6621; Hon. Editor: John Davoren
E-mail:off@oatleypark.com

