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AGM FIRST MEETING OF 2012
Best wishes for 2012 to all our members and friends are
extended by the 2011 Committee. The first meeting this
th
year will be the Annual General Meeting on Monday, 6
February, when the 2012 office bearers and Committee will
be elected. We would like to hear from anyone interested in
joining the committee. The meeting will be followed by
slides/pictures and a light supper, Members are
encouraged to bring and display interesting photos; 22.5 is
the recommended benchmark for slides!

THE AUSTINS
It is noted with regret that Graham and Janet Austin are
stepping down from the OFF Committee after their 11 years
of very active and much appreciated participation.

GEORGES RIVER
The Georges River begins
its journey approximately
60km
south-west
of
Sydney in the town of
Appin. From here the river
flows
north
towards
Liverpool,
through
the
Chipping Norton Lakes
Scheme, then east until it
reaches Botany Bay. It
was an important focal point for Aboriginal life and culture
in the southern Sydney region, offering both food, transport
and dreamtime links. The early 1800's saw European
settlers migrating to areas along the river and it became
increasingly important as a transport route. There is some
evidence of agriculture associated with early settlement,
but this was limited by the ruggedness of the landscape
and limited suitability for farming. Widespread clearing and
expansion of urban development after WWII changed the
landscape of the river and impacted on water quality. The
prevailing view at the time was that intertidal areas
(wetlands and swamps) were wastelands, unsightly and a
threat to public health. Removing mangroves made it easier
to dump waste to raise the ground to a “healthy” level
suitable for sports grounds. Opposition to this devastation
lead to the establishment of O.F.F. and other environmental
groups from the 1950s. The NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS) was established in 1967 and the
Georges River Combined Councils Committee [GRCCC] in
the 1970s. www.georgesriver.org.au/

catchment area. It was designated a national Park in 1992.
Some remarkably undisturbed examples of the original
environments remain. However, despite its proximity to a
large urban population, the native vegetation had not been
the focus of a detailed vegetation mapping study. NPWS
saw the need for such a study with the results to be added
to a recently completed map of native vegetation across the
Sydney Catchment Area (SMCMA). This study h a s
n o w b e e n c o m p l e t e d . T h e first draft of its
report was published in November; the final report will be
out soon. www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/

DHARAWAL STATE CONSERVATION AREA

“The Bulli Seam Operations, BHP'S 30 year plan to
longwall coalmine in the Appin to Wollondilly region, was
approved 3 days before Christmas. The plan has been
modified from its original proposal and now excludes any
mining activity in more than 98% of the Area.
The government has announced its intention to declare the
Area a National Park, to the centre of the earth, making it
safe from both longwall coal mining and Coal Seam Gas
drilling. No compensation for the loss of mining leases will
be paid to BHP. This is a further gain as it sets a precedent,
hopefully, where mining leases, issued before full
awareness of longwall mining impacts were realized,
threaten other natural areas.
Whilst this has been, overall, good news for Dharawal
which contains the O'Hares Creek catchment, the
substantial and pristine headwaters of the Georges River,
other troubling issues around the approval remain
unresolved. For example, the huge coal dump which will
continue to swallow up the Brennans Creek valley will
obliterate known habitat of the Southern brown bandicoot, a
federally listed rare species. Also the discharge from the
coal wash dam on Brennans Creek is currently highly
saline and alkaline. Levels of salt measured at 10 times the
background level have been noted as discharging into the
upper Georges River. Ecologically this is unacceptable
given there have been recent recordings downstream of
both Macquarie Perch, a rare fish species, and very
exciting recent sightings of Platypus in the Georges River
around Kentlyn near Campbelltown. Excessively salty
water kills the macro-invertebrates upon which Platypus
feed. We still await the final gazettal of Dharawal National
park, hopefully now only held up by slow bureaucratic
process." [Sharyn Cullis, Secretary of the Georges River Environmental
Alliance, OFF member.]

NATIVE VEGETATION - GEORGES RIVER N P
Georges River National Park (NP) is a small urban reserve
of over 500 hectares with fifteen disconnected portions of
mostly vegetated land that lie north and south of the river
between Sandy Point and Salt Pan Creek, Lugarno. North
of the river, the Park lies within an urban-residential setting.
The largest portion of the reserve is on the southern banks
between Sandy Point and Mill Creek, and its southern
boundary links to the Woronora Plateau. The first
declaration of the Georges River reserve was in 1962
responding to dramatic human induced changes to the
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THREATENED SPECIES CONSERVATION
AMENDMENT
BILL
th

The amendment [voting 14 Feb] would establish an
accreditation scheme for ecological consultants. Currently,
without any such standards, consultants are being heavily
pressured to tailor their findings in favour of developments.
Indications of community support will help pass the
amendment designed to stop dodgy assessments for
buildings and mines. [Blue Mountains Conservation Society
suggests notes to local members and Minister for Environment & Heritage
robyn.parker@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
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COMING EVENTS
Jan 28th Annual Trip to Smiggins.
Feb 6h (Mon) 7.45pm Annual General Meeting with the election of officers, members photos and a social supper.
Members are encouraged to bring and display interesting photos; 22.5 is the recommended benchmark for slides!
Feb 27th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Kirstin Proft, Biodiversity Conservation Officer from
National Parks Association of NSW speaking on The Importance of Wildlife Corridors, maintaining connectivity
between bushland to help ensure species diversity.
Mar 4th (Sun) Clean Up Australia Day 2012.
Mar 10th (Sat) Field Day to Taronga Zoo, with a special guided tour of the Reptile House. Leaders Robin and
Rob Dickson ph. 95805663. Details will be available at the next meeting
AUDITED FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF OATLEY FLORA
AND FAUNA CONSERVATION SOCIETY INC. FOR
YEAR ENDED 31.12.11. Lesley Wylie, Hon. Treasurer

Credit
Balance01.01.11
Receipts
Subscriptions
Donations
Sale - Plants
Annual Dinner
Annual Dinner Raffle
Sale – O.F.F. Caps
Sale – Being Green
Meeting Stall Sales
Interest
Oatley Lions Festival
Refund
Total Receipts
Payments
Department
Fair
Trading
Corporations Act
Printing/Postage
Australia
Post
Box
Rental
Printing Programs
Annual Dinner
Insurance
NCC Membership
Donations (see Note)
Lions Oatley Festival
Stall
Travel costs
Lithgow Costs
Oatley Uniting Church
Hall Hire
Sundries
Total Payments
Balance at 31/12/2011
Add Term Deposit A/c
Total Society Funds

$6,842.82
$3,975.00
$1,229.00
$93.00
$1,450.00
$76.00
$45.00
$10.00
$135.90
$1.41
$120.00

$7135.31

$48.00
$49.50
$786.88
$86.00
$244.30
$1,339.00
$749.52
$200.00
$2,600.00
$120.00
$152.51
$170.00
$378.00
$121.70

$7,045.41
$6,932.72
$9,345.31
$16,278.03

Note: Donations: ($500) Australian Bush Heritage, ($350)
Colong Foundation, ($300) Birds Australia, WIRES, Kuringai
Bats, and Wilderness Society, ($200) Total Environment
Centre, and Sydney Wildlife, ($100) Blue Mountains
Conservation Society, ($50) Florentine Protection Society
The Society’s funds at 31.12.11 of $16,278.03 include $868
in The Presidents Fund for donations to other environmental
bodies.
Included in the Society’s funds are 2012 Subscriptions of
$1,675 in advance. Generous donations of $634 were
received with those Subscriptions, to go in the President’s
Fund – Thank you.
Members’ donations are gratefully received and
donated on to other deserving conservation bodies.

UNCOMMON ORCHID IN OATLEY PARK
Oatley Park is a tree-covered peninsula almost surrounded
by the estuarine waters of the lower Georges River. Viewed
from a distance, it rises from the water as a steep bushy
prominence. Covering an area of 45 hectares, it is the most
significant area of bushland remaining in the St George
district. Its importance as a sanctuary for native flora and
fauna is increased because it is linked by bush corridors
around Lime Kiln Bay to narrow but substantial reserves
fringing South Peakhurst and Lugarno.
th
On 17 Jan, a group walking
on the Headland Track in
Oatley Park spotted the
uncommon ground orchid
Calochilus
gracillimus
(Slender Beard Orchid). It
was not at a time when one
expects to see orchids, and it
will be added to the list of
Native Plants in Oatley Park,
as the twenty first orchid
species. off.oatleypark.com/flora It
has a stem about 30 cm tall
with up to 9 flowers. Each
flower
is
narrow,
with
conspicuous deep purple
hairs (like a beard), ending in
a naked “tail”.
THE AUSTRALIAN ECOSYSTEMS FOUNDATION, Inc.
AEFI is now protecting the amazing Newnes Plateau
Conservation Reserve in the Blue Mountains. The reserve
consists of 250 hectares of natural heath, forest and
rainforest strategically located between the Lithgow urban
environment and the largest national park system in NSW.
Once home to rock-wallabies, bandicoots and quolls AEFI is
now working hard to reduce the threats from feral cats,
foxes and goats to protect the wildlife within this reserve. It
is seeking new members and will soon have a new web site.
ausecosystems.org.au/

M

Briefly

embership fees for 2012 Members may opt to pay
their membership fee by direct bank transfer –
[details in the renewal notice]. Please include your
name if you pay by direct transfer. The fee for 2012
remains at $25 per family
Happy New Year

then
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THE AGM 7th FEBRUARY
Congratulations to Julian Sheen who was re-elected as
President and to the elected committee members.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

Julian began with a tentative list of our objectives for the
coming year. They included:
 Care of bushland sites where specific issues have been
identified, as in the Miles Dunphy Reserve
 Awareness and attention to the health of the Georges
River from Dharawal to Botany Bay
 Promoting the use of our website for communication of
our ideals and relevance, and inviting feedback.
 Promoting and protecting native trees in our urbanised
environment
Julian noted the questions that must be put to Councils
regarding the protection of native trees. They are:  How many DAs with a request for tree removal are
approved?
 Are there more stringent criteria for mature native trees,
and for trees within a tree community?
 Why are some trees removed though they do not fit
councils’ policy of removal?
 Which view will prevail in a difference of opinion
between Tree preservation and Development officers?
 Is there a quality check of arborists’ qualifications, and
is there a recommended list of qualified arborists?
To enhance respect for our key bush area, Oatley Park,
Julian raised the possibility, suggested by a member, of
O.F.F. recommending its name be changed to Oatley
Bushland Park to emphasise its essential quality. He called
for community response to the idea.
Julian then spoke of the strength of O.F.F. arising from its
strength of purpose that is clearly defined and
communicated. Unlike organisations whose purpose has
become blurred or irrelevant. O.F.F has a clear mandate to
conserve the essentials of our natural environment, and to
protect our natural heritage. Membership of O.F.F. is
valuable and important. It is not what you get out of the
Society – but what you give to it; your contribution to an
important and relevant cause. A strong membership
ensures the respect of the wider community that will
anchor
th
our relevance through 2012 and on toward our 60 year.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Membership of O.F.F. remains around 300. Life Member
Harry Whaite, who died in February, was honoured by a
tribute in O.F.F. News and a donation to Bush Heritage
Australia.
The 2011 program included 22 activities. Ten field outings
were attended by an average of 18. The most popular
were a walk in Dharawal SCA and a week-end at Lithgow,
where 34 members visited stunning areas in the Gardens
of Stone Stage Two Proposal that are threatened by
mining.
Monthly meetings were attended by an average of 47
people. The largest audiences were at talks on Biodiversity
in Australia, Sydney’s Lizards, and the Great Victoria
Desert. A/V equipment has been updated to improve the
quality of speakers’ presentations.

Feb/Mar 2012

The Annual Dinner attracted 45 members and friends;
Julian Sheen acknowledged those who had joined O.F.F.
more than 40 years ago, and Trevor Revis sang for the
guests. The Annual Picnic in Oatley Park was relocated to
The Castle because of rain and a small group celebrated
there.
Eleven information-packed issues of O.F.F. News were
printed and published online. John Davoren has scanned
issues dating back to 1968 and they will soon be available
on line.
The O.F.F. website now includes Alan Fairley’s photos of
Oatley Park blooms each month, and the history of O.F.F. Being Green. It showcases O.F.F.’s many and varied
activities through the year with photos and stories.
In 2011 O.F.F. campaigned for better water quality in the
Georges River catchment. It lobbied for Dharawal to be
declared a National Park with protection from mining. It
participated in River Health and Streamwatch sampling
programs, and ran a Clean Up Australia site in Myles
Dunphy Reserve.
Our getting greener project for Lower Georges River
Sustainability Initiative ran Birds in Backyards workshops
for 84 participants. We gave away 700 native plants, Jason
Cockayne made 18 garden visits, and we led four bird
walks in bushland reserves. We hope to increase rainabsorbing, shrubby gardens that attract small birds, and
reduce stormwater runoff and use of pesticides.
O.F.F. engaged with the community through stalls at Oatley
Lions Festival, Oatley-Mortdale Scouts Market and
Australia Day in Carss Park, It supported Oatley and Oatley
West Public Schools. Alan Fairley introduced Oatley Park
to Resourceful Australian Indian Network, Hurstville
Council’s Heritage Tours and Loftus Probus Club.
Thank you to all members of Oatley Flora & Fauna - your
enthusiasm and friendliness has built a strong and caring
Society. Report by the Secretary, Liz Cameron

SNOWY MOUNTAINS 2012

The sixteen members and friends who gathered together at
Smiggins Chalet enjoyed a wonderful week of cool
temperatures along with soft mist, rain and sun; however
no-one was hampered by the weather. Walks included
Rainbow Lake, Mount Stillwell, Kosciuszko Summit via Old
Summit Road, Main Range circuit, Kosciuszko Lookout via
the Thredbo chairlift, Waterfall Walk, Porcupine Rocks,
Merritts Nature trail and Thredbo River track, Charlottes
Pass boardwalk. Drives included Dalgety-NimmitabelCooma, Adaminaby - Kiandra (walking the heritage trail in
the wet) - Cabramurra, and The Barry Way (following the
Snowy River). With great company, jigsaws, DVDs, plenty
of reading and many enjoyable “happy hours” it was a great
week. Wild Brumby Distillery & Jindabyne provided some
very pleasant lunch spots. [Report by Robin Dickson]
Since O.F.F.’s program for 2012 is in the post to members, this edition is also
being posted. You can receive the newsletter from the website every month, and
save the cost of postage. You can then print out the coloured version.
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COMING EVENTS
Feb 27th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Kirstin Proft speaking on The Importance of Wildlife
Corridors, a way of maintaining connectivity between bushland, helping ensure species diversity. Kirsten is
Biodiversity Conservation Officer from National Parks Association of NSW
Mar 4th (Sun) Clean Up Australia Day 2012. [Details below of OFF’s participation at Lower Gannons Park*]
Mar 10th (Sat) Field Day to Taronga Zoo, Enjoy a day at the Zoo. We will have a specialist talk by Terry Boylan
at 11.00am at the Snake House. Assemble near the Komodo Dragon enclosure by 10.50am. Apart from the Snake
House event, participants will be free to “do their own thing”. Everyone’s interests will be different and people
need to use the day to their best advantage. People can, of course, join up together if they wish. Have a great
day! Leaders: Robin and Rob Dickson ph. 95805663, 0459 340 133. [More details below**]
Mar 26th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Graham Fry speaking on Madagascar
Mar 31st (Sat) Earth Hour 8:30 to 9:30 pm [see notes below***]
April 1st (Sun) Field Day to Cumberland State Forest amble. Leaders: G Lalchere & V Bolling [details later]
April 23rd (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Chris Rehberg speaking on Camera Traps to Monitor
Fauna.
April 27th (Fri) Field Event: Lizard spotlighting at Lime Kiln Bay Leader: Matthew Mo
May 6th (Sun) Field day: Loves Bay Kiama – Gerringong. Leaders: Lesley and Peter Cox.

MORE ABOUT COMING EVENTS

GRAZING IN NATIONAL PARKS
th

*CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY - MARCH 4
Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation Society (O.F.F.) is
helping to clean up and conserve our local environment by
participating in the 2012 Clean Up Australia Day at Lower
Gannons Park, 8.30 am to mid-day Register at Vale Lane,
off Robyn St, off Vista Ave. Parking at Gannons Park, off
Boatwright Ave, near the intersection of Forest Rd and
Belmore Rd. We are playing our part in protecting our
environment for now and future generations. Register for
this event in support of a great cause or just turn up on the
day. More at www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Lower+Gannons+Park.
This area is one of the larger recreation areas in Hurstville
LGA including open areas and bushland. Council has
developed a draft landscape master plan which provides a
long term vision for the Park. www.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/.
Bring: gloves, hat, sun-screen, sturdy shoes, boots or
gumboots, water and a rubbish bag if available. We may
also be disinfecting boots/shoes to prevent the spread of
Phytophthora Dieback, a disease that kills plants and is
spread by humans moving contaminated soil or plant
material. We spray the underside of footwear with a mix of
70% methylated spirits and 30% water that is quite harmless
to humans. [Leader Graham Lalchere email: glalch@gmail.com]
th
**TARONGA ZOO TRIP ON MARCH 10
Costs: Zoo entry Group Booking (per person): Adult
$35.20, Child (4-15yrs) $17.20 (under 4yrs free),
Senior/Concession $31.50 (if we have 12 seniors entry is
reduced to $25.20). Ferry: Seniors’ $2.50 covered, Adult
$5.60, Child $2.80 each way. Bus (to top entry gate) Adult
$2.10, Child $1.00, Suggested Travel Arrangements:
Train (second last carriage) from Sutherland 8.05am, Oatley
8.13am, and Mortdale 8.15 am. Ferry: from Circular Quay
Wharf No.2. 9.15am. Arrive at the Zoo Wharf approx.
9.30am. Travel by bus to the top entrance where we will
gather to arrange payment for the Group entry. Please
bring the exact money as we have to pay cash for the whole
group in one lump sum and change will not be available.
(Seniors, as costs depend on numbers, please organise to
have both $31.50 and $25.20 at hand.) Bring sunscreen,
rain gear, hat, water and food, or purchase it at kiosks. Wear
comfortable walking shoes. [The Dicksons].
st
***EARTH HOUR ON MARCH 31
The interesting publication Doryanthes www.doryanthes.info/
notes that last year a record of 5,251 cities in 135 countries
officially took part, and that there is a lot going on this year.
The Hour has grown far beyond the one symbolic time of
darkness to a mass sustainability movement. Earth Hour is
not about saving an hour’s electricity, but about uniting
people to protect the planet, and each one of us can be a
part of it. http://wwf.org.au/earthhour/

Keith Muir, Director of The Colong Foundation for
Wilderness has called on the Premier, Barry O’Farrell and
Environment Minister, Robyn Parker to rule out any
introduction of grazing in our national parks, apparently
being proposed by a ginger group of local councillors in
Western NSW. Keith argued that putting stock into our
national parks would cause a pest management problem,
would destroy native plants, prevent regeneration, churn up
the ground, pollute waterways and displace native fauna.
www.colongwilderness.org.au/

PROTECTION OF NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA
The Environmental Defenders Office [EDO] notes that all
native animals (fauna: mammals, birds, reptiles and
amphibians) and many species of native plants (flora) are
protected in NSW under the National Parks and Wildlife Act
1979 and the National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009.
Once a particular plant or animal is listed as a threatened
species (as even the Koala may now be in some places!)
then their protection is covered under the provisions of the
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. To see how
you can protect native animals and plants on your own land
go to www.edo.org.au/edonsw

Briefly

The Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Experience
DVD, with 40 panoramas of the Greater Blue Mountains
World Heritage Area, is available from their website for
$12. Place your order at www.bluemountains.org.au/
The annual Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management
Authority [SMCMA] Community Forum will be held on
Saturday 31st of March at Sydney Olympic Park, cost:
free. All environmental volunteers working in the Sydney
region welcome. Register at nicoladixon.wufoo.eu/forms/
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2012
Have you paid you membership fee yet? The fee is $25
per family. You can pay by direct bank transfer to 062
206 901997 Oatley Flora and Fauna Con Soc , but if you
do so, you must put your name on the transfer form.

Biodiversity?
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BIODIVERSITY CORRIDORS
Kirstin Proft, Biodiversity Conservation Officer, National
Parks Association of NSW, spoke at our February meeting
on Wildlife Corridors and their importance in maintaining
connectivity between bushland to help ensure the survival
of native species. She also discussed how corridors and
‘connectivity conservation’ are changing the way that we
think about protecting nature. Kirstin’s presentation was
illustrated with telling examples of NPA projects, such as
the Travelling Stock Routes of NSW and the Great Eastern
Ranges initiative.www.npansw.org.au www.greateasternranges.org.au
MYRTLE RUST
There
are
reports
of
Myrtle Rust in
the Sutherland
and St George
areas.
This
serious fungal
disease could
wipe out many
of our most
loved
plants
and close down
walking tracks
in national parks. It is a new invader, originally from South
America, first confirmed in Australia in April and in Sydney
in August 2010. It is a serious threat to Australia’s
ecosystem. The infestation is quite distinctive, producing
masses of powdery bright yellow spores that quickly spread
to leaves and stems and the entire plant will die if badly
affected. The spread of Myrtle Rust is difficult to prevent as
its spores are wind- blown, and it can be spread by moving
plants or cuttings and by human contact. Some fungal
sprays may help, and plants could have the infected parts
cut off, bagged in plastic and put in the rubbish bin. Badly
infected plants must be removed, and some bushland sites
quarantined. Local Councils need to keep records of
diseased sites, conduct surveillance to establish the extent
of the disease, raise awareness of the problem within the
community and inform residents on ways to reduce its
spread. Myrtle Rust is a notifiable to Dept of Primary
Industries. www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/
THE COLONG FOUNDATION CHALLENGE 2012
It is your last chance to support the Colong Foundation’s
rd
membership drive before we draw the raffle at our 23 April
OFF meeting. The prize is a framed print by Henry Gold.
Tickets are available to all new 2012 Colong Foundation
members. The membership is $30 and goes to supporting
the valuable work the Colong Foundation does in the Blue
Mountains area, including campaigning successfully for the
Gardens of Stone National Park. Contact Jason Cockayne
on 9570 8559 or at jay.shaz@hotmail.com to enter the draw if
you have already made payment for membership.
Membership is available from Jason or through the Colong
website www.colongwilderness.org.au .

Mar/April 2012

THIRLMERE LAKES
The Lakes within Thirlmere Lakes National Park are part of
a unique wetland some 15 million years old. The lakes’
water levels
have been declining for no obvious reason,
th
and on 25 October, the NSW Government announced an
independent inquiry. The Inquiry Committee includes
experts in the fields of hydrology, geology, geomorphology,
climatology, paleogeography, freshwater ecology and
mining. The public can register to receive information on
the inquiry, or make submissions. . Contact the Thirlmere
Lakes Inquiry, PO Box 99, Picton, 2571, or go to
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/water/

HAND STENCILS IN OATLEY PARK
A
number
of
Aboriginal
hand
stencils have been
found in Oatley Park.
They are in the back
of a small sandstone
overhang near the
water
line
with
access from Lime
Kiln Bay. Deep shell
middens in front of
the cave show long
usage of the site.
The stencils have been produced by blowing liquid white
clay over the flattened hand, a common technique.
Might this be yet another strong argument in favour of the
long sought after heritage listing of Oatley Park?
OSPREY PHOTO IN OATLEY PARK
The bird photographed is an
Osprey, listed as vulnerable under
the
Threatened
Species
Conservation Act. It was banded on
the Clarence River in 2003. This is
a second banded Osprey. The other
is regularly seen roosting on
Gertrude Point Lugarno (left leg
yellow over red, right leg green). It was banded on the
Clarence River in 2005, appearing here in 2008. Both birds
are females with their pronounced brown collar. I have not
seen the new bird roosting anywhere near Gertrude Point,
although I did see a second Osprey over Jewfish Bay about
2 weeks ago. There is also a pair of Osprey we see
regularly on the Botany Bay wader count at Towra Point.
[Photo by Peter Hayler Choosy Pix Photography. Report by OFF member
and National Parks Officer Debbie Andrew - More at off.oatleypark.com/:]

Earth Hour: 8:30pm Saturday 31st March is a World
Wide Fund [WWF] symbolic initiative focusing on
reducing our impact on the planet. wwf.org.au/earthhour/
OFF MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2012
Pay at meetings by cash/cheque, or by mail by cheque
or you can use bank transfer to [062206901997] but
you must put your name on the transfer document!

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [cnr Letitia St] Oatley starting at
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7.45pm, usually on the fourth Monday of the month.
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COMING EVENTS
Mar 26th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Graham Fry speaking on Madagascar. Graham describes
it as a land of contrasts. It neighbours Africa, but was settled by South-east Asians. Lush eastern rainforests
abut rugged central ranges and the arid west coast has cactus-like spiny forests and baobabs. The unique wildlife
includes wide-eyed lemurs, cryptic chameleons and brilliant frogs. The population is more than 20 million and the
people are remarkably self-sufficient. Liz and Graham travelled to Madagascar in late 2011 with a group of
Australian Museum Members.
April 1st (Sun) Field Day: Cumberland State Forest, the only state forest in the Sydney area. Meet at 9.30 am
at the gate on Castle Hill Road, West Pennant Hills (directions available if required). Allow about an hour to drive.
Entry is free. We can explore the walking tracks, information centre and the nursery and the café for
morning/afternoon tea and a picnic area for lunch. The itinerary can be tailored to suit the group. Distance about
2-3 Km, an easy day. Bring hat, lunch, water, walking shoes, etc. Leader: Graham Lalchere, T 0430 968 260.
April 23rd (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with local photographer, Chris Rehburg of Wildlife
Monitoring speaking on The Use Of Camera Traps in Fauna Monitoring. He will have lots of photos and video
footage as well. He photographed the wallabies in Oatley Park. His website is: http://www.wlmd.com.au/
April 27th (Fri) Field Event: Lizard and gecko spotlighting at Lime Kiln Bay Leader: Matthew Mo [details later].
May 6th (Sun) Field day: Loves Bay Kiama – Gerringong. Leaders: Lesley and Peter Cox.
FAREWELL TO WIN TONKIN
Win has announced that she is leaving Oatley. Her
involvement with OFF began way back in 1961; Win and her
husband Norm were among the earliest members of the
Society. Since then she has been an active participant at
meetings and field trips. She served on the Committee for 5
years, being Publicity Officer (1971, 1972, 1975), and Vice
President (1974).Win will be sadly missed by her many
friends in OFF, but she has promised to attend as many
activities as possible during the year.
OATLEY PARK – by Win Tonkin

There’s a little piece of forest
Mid the city’s traffic roar.
It’s been there a long, long time
A thousand years or more.
Some trees are old and gnarled
And some are straight and tall.
There is shade between the eucalypts
And spots of green where sunbeams fall.
It is in the springtime when wildflowers abound
Enticing birds and bees to spread the pollen round,
The carols of the magpies herald the coming dawn
Kookaburras and cockatoos salute the sun newborn.
There’s space for children playing
In the old Steam-roller park.
And fishermen can throw a line
From the jetty before the dark.
This is a priceless piece of land
Let’s save it from man’s greedy hand,
So that the flowers and birds and trees
Will last for all eternity.

th

TARONGA ZOO & SNAKE HOUSE, Field Day Mar 10
Magnificent weather helped make the day spectacular. All
eleven of us found our behind the scenes reptile tour and
talk most fascinating. We learned about keepers’ regimes,
breeding programmes and how safety regulations and
precautions have evolved and improved over the years.
The antivenene procedure was explained and our
understanding of snakes’ physiology and habits were
expanded. We were all surprised at how much we didn’t
know about snakes! Several of us experienced a snake
scarf around our necks.
Other highlights included the Seal Show, Free Flight Bird
Show and enjoyment of the Elephants at Play with their
Keepers. An added bonus was a baby elephant’s 2nd
Birthday celebration with a “fruit” cake with 2 carrot candles.
Party food included several bucket sized red ice blocks
which were smashed by the elephants to reveal apples
frozen inside. For those of us who had not visited the zoo in
a long time we were very impressed with the improved
environment for both the animals that live there and those
visiting. [Report by Leader, Robin Dickson]

C

Briefly

ommunity Forum The annual Sydney Metropolitan
Catchment Management Authority [SMCMA] event
will be held on Sat 31st. All environmental volunteers in
the region are welcome. Register at nicoladixon.wufoo.eu/forms/
atley Park and Surrounds Photos and other
interesting items on our website. off.oatleypark.com/
ictorial Memories of St George has just been
published. It is a 125 page book of historic photos and
research information including a chapter on OFF. If there
is enough interest, we may get a few copies at discount
for sale at meetings.

O
P

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2012
This year OFF cleaned up a new site, Lower Gannons Park,
Peakhurst. Due most likely to the recent inclement weather,
leaving the ground very wet, only 18 OFF members and
friends took part, working away from 8.30am to noon, and
collecting some 12 bags of rubbish. The collection included
2 tyres, a 6m length of galvanised steel pipe and some
timber. Approximately half the rubbish was recyclable.
Many were surprised at the extent and nature of the area,
for which Hurstville City Council is developing a master plan.
A large part of the park is devoted to an off-leash dog area
and it appears that the regulars, the main users of the area,
look after it quite well, with a relatively small amount of
rubbish, most found in out-of-the-way spots.
As usual the Oatley Lions Club ran an after clean up BBQ at
Oatley Park. The BBQ operator also ran the clean-up on
site! Again there was not a great roll-up to the BBQ, as the
participation in Oatley Park was also less than usual. Let’s
hope for better weather next year and more participants for
Clean Up Australia Day 2013. [Report by Leader, Graham Lalchere]
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SAVING OUR TREES

If
we
can
inspire
residents to pay attention
to the plight of the lost
tress and celebrate those
still standing, we hope it
might help in a small way
to repair the damage we
are
doing
to
our
environment.
Please
send
photos
or
information on lost or
endangered trees to

off@oatleypark.com. More at: off.oatleypark.com/projects/losttrees.pdf

TREE POSITIVES

The shade provided by trees drops temperatures by up to
8°C, reducing air conditioner use by 12-15%. 11 million
trees planted in the Los Angeles basin, save US$50 million
yearly on air conditioning. Large trees were removed “for
safety sake” from school grounds after Victoria’s Black
Saturday fires. The decision overlooked the shade they
provided, and they had to be replaced by large shade sails
to protect students from excessive summer sun. Reduced
wind speeds (up to 10%), and protection from hail are other
tree positives. [Gregory Moore, Doctor of Botany at University of
Melbourne] More of Moore at http://theconversation.edu.au/

UNUSUAL BIRD SIGHTINGS IN OATLEY

David Waterhouse reports seeing in March a pair of Whitethroated Needle-tails (Hirundapus caudacutus) along
Hurstville Road near Judd St. They are non-breeding
migrants to Australia from the north. They usually come
across the Torres Strait, populating the east coast of the
continent plus Bass Strait and Tasmania, and can fly at
speeds of up to 130 km per hour
He also saw eight Royal Spoonbills (Platalea regia) on the
island in the Moore Reserve wetland

ARE MORE DAMS THE ANSWER?

The famous Three Gorges Dam in China spans the
Yangtze River near Sandouping in the Hubei province of
China. It is currently the world's largest hydro-electric power
station based on an installed capacity of 22,500 MW. The
dam’s principal functions are to produce electricity, increase
the Yangtze River’s shipping capacity, and reduce the
potential for downstream flooding. It is marketed as an
engineering, social, economic and environmental success.
However, Hut News reports that there is much controversy.
The dam has flooded cities, towns and villages, displacing
nearly 1.3 million people. It has a major impact on riverassociated ecosystems, creates an increased risk of
substantial landslides, and the likelihood of seismic events.
Poorly controlled effluent is polluting the Yangtze and may
ultimately affect the fish resources of the East China Sea.
[Selected quote from a talk to the BMCS by Brian Marshall who taught
Engineering Geology at UNSW and UTS, Associate Professor of
Geology.] www.bluemountains.org.au/

Since 1955

SUSTAINABLE CITIES

The Total Environment Centre [TEC] notes that the
environmental footprint of cities is many times larger than
their physical size. Cities are a drain on limited resources,
polluting vast areas. Without careful management they
degrade and destroy biodiversity. City residents are entitled
to a healthy environment. TEC is campaigning for
sustainable cities with clean air, improved public transport,
protected parks and bush land, sustainable water use, and
binding environmental principles. TEC notes that claims of
Australia’s packaging recycling rate are significantly
overstated. “Recent industry and government data shows
container packaging is missing, meaning the APC is even
further away from achieving its target of 65% which was a
black hole in reports from the Australian Packaging
Covenant (APC). Over 320,000 tonnes of used beverage
was supposed to be reached in 2010,” said Jeff Angel,
National Convenor of the Alliance of 17 environment
groups. www.tec.org.au/urban-sustainability

COAL SEAM GAS [CSG]

The scale and speed of growth of the CSG industry in
Australia is astonishing: Billions of dollars have poured into
regional areas; new jobs have been created; state and
national coffers have swelled; export contracts signed and
sealed; and massive liquefied natural gas facilities
approved. It is difficult to determine an appropriate and
healthy balance between mining and the environment.
Miners and some politicians say CSG offers a much
greener energy choice. Environmentalists and other
politicians question this, and there is growing community
scepticism about CSG. www.abc.net.au/news/
However, in 2007–08, CSG accounted for around 10% of
total gas consumption in Australia. Some 80% of this in
Queensland, where at least 13% of its grid connected
power generation is gas fired. The rapid growth of the
industry follows a rapidly growing demand and the
realisation of just how much CSG we have. The NSW
Government has recently released a number of draft plans
and policies seeking to protect high-quality agricultural land
and water sources from inappropriate mining projects.
www.ga.gov.au/

THE COLONG FOUNDATION CHALLENGE 2012

It is your last chance to support the Colong Foundation’s
membership drive before we draw the raffle at our April
OFF meeting. The prize is a framed print by Henry Gold.
Tickets are available to all new 2012 Colong Foundation
members. The membership is $30 and goes to supporting
the valuable work the Colong Foundation does in the Blue
Mountains area, including campaigning successfully for the
Gardens of Stone National Park. Contact Jason Cockayne
on 9570 8559 or at jay.shaz@hotmail.com to enter the draw if
you have already made payment for membership.
Membership is available from Jason or through the Colong
Website www.colongwilderness.org.au .

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [corner Letitia St] Oatley starting at
7.45pm, usually on the fourth Monday of the month.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS
April 23rd (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with local photographer, Chris Rehburg of Wildlife
Monitoring speaking on The Use of Camera Traps in Fauna Monitoring. He will have lots of photos and video
footage as well. He photographed the wallabies in Oatley Park. His website is: http://www.wlmd.com.au/
April 27th (Fri) Field Event: Night Walk in Oatley Park. The broad-tailed gecko is one of the reptile species that
has continued in the urban areas of Sydney. Local animal handler, Matt Mo documented their habits in his
university study in early 2010.The group will meet at the corner of Baringa and Barwon Roads, Mortdale at 7pm.
The walk will be slow-paced and take 1½ to 2 hours. There will be opportunities to handle geckos. Bring warm
clothes and closed footwear. If sensitive to contact with thick undergrowth, wear long-sleeve clothes. Headtorches or hand-held torches are recommended. Mosquito repellent will keep you comfortable, but gecko handlers
should use as little as possible around their hands. Children must be under adult supervision. Leader: Matthew Mo.
May 6th (Sun) Field day: Kiama Coast Walk, Loves Bay to Werri Lagoon and return [12 Km]. Meet at Kiama
Railway Station at 9.45 am. We will then drive to the walk start in Elanora Street. The walk is grassy, with some
steep hills and spectacular coastal scenery. There are some boggy and uneven patches and the track is fully
exposed to sun and wind. We may be unable to cross the lagoon to Werri Beach. Wear sturdy footwear hat,
sunscreen, bring first aid and water, lunch, snacks for a full day. Leaders: Lesley and Peter Cox Phone on 0438
878 774 or 0427 949 817 for more details.

MADAGASCAR

The March meeting included an illustrated tour of southern
Madagascar by OFF member Graham Fry. He and Liz
travelled there last October, the season when the island’s
photogenic lemurs are raising young. They range from tiny
mouse lemurs to the dog-sized black and white Indri, whose
far-reaching call Graham played. The tropical rainforest of
the east coast contrasts with terraced rice paddies of the
central highlands and spiny forest in the arid west. The
resourceful Malagasy people work largely with their hands blacksmithing tools, growing rice, spinning and weaving silk,
pounding corn, breaking up granite rocks, building ox carts
and mining for sapphires. A display of Malagasy-crafted
souvenirs complemented the talk.

FIELD
DAY: CUMBERLAND STATE FOREST
st

On 1 April, a beautiful sunny autumn day, eight OFF
members assembled at the State Forest Information Centre
at 9:30 to explore the only State Forest in the Sydney
metropolitan area, a small one of only 40Ha. Most of Forest
was cleared prior to State Forests purchasing the area in
1938, and planting the majority of its tall trees. Due to family
circumstances, the leaders were late, but there was plenty
to look at in the nursery and information centre before
setting off. When all participants arrived, the appeal of the
café was too strong, and we had morning tea before moving
on. We then set off on the Forestry Trail, all 1.3km of it. It
may be short but there was plenty to look at, and it took an
hour and a half to complete. We meandered along through
gullies and past tall Sydney blue gums, Blackbutts and an
interesting mix of native pines, eucalypts and others, some
native to the area, others from outside. We took time
watching the king parrots and satin bower birds, and it was
a quite (and quiet) beautiful ramble. We stopped for lunch
near the information centre, where there are a number of
facilities including the open hut; apparently set up to run the
demonstrations and talks arranged by State Forest officers.
Two of our group left before we tackled the Palm Gully trail.
The highlights of this short track were the many very tall
Bunya and Hoop Pines. This track had been closed until the
day before our walk because of falling cones from the
Bunya Pines. They are the size of footballs, and we saw
many smashed at the base of the trees.
On both tracks, many trees had identification plaques and,
knowledgeable OFF members, David Crawford and Jan
Douglas were able to identify many of the rest. We finished
our tour early, at about 2.30 pm. It was a pleasant and
enjoyable day with two easy walks. [Report by Leaders Graham

BEING GREEN - THE FIRST 50 YEARS OF OFF

Alan Fairley wrote the story of this grass roots organization
begun by a small band of local residents who loved the bush
and trees giving their suburb its special character and
concerned at the deterioration of their environment. It is the
story in microcosm of what has happened all over Australia
when growing suburbia encroaches on natural landscapes,
destroying or degrading the bushland, with varying
responses to these changes by the local communities and
municipalities.
The chequered history of conflict and co-operation between
residents and officialdom which emerges from these pages
is the inevitable result of the different attitudes to the
conflicting pressures for development and the need for
environmental action to protect natural systems and a
desirable urban lifestyle.
You can download it from off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/

ISSUES BEFORE HURSTVILLE COUNCIL

Council is providing very little clear information on its
proceedings with two long standing matters of significant
environmental impact. They are the Plan of Management for
Myles Dunphy Reserve, and the reclassification of the
former Oatley Bowling Club site.

BRIEFLY

ulga Rd Books operated by Rotary of Hurstville. It
has a wide range of quality second hand books. [2/89]
atley Flora and Fauna Soc website. You can see
interesting items there. off.oatleypark.com/
he Environmental Defenders Office [EDO] is now an
official Food Connect City Cousin. You are welcome to
sign up to collect boxes of fresh, seasonal, fruit and
vegetables locally grown by farmers near the city from
EDO's office in Clarence St from 3 to 6pm Thursday.
FOR ANY WHO MAY HAVE FORGOTTEN, REMEMBER
YOUR OFF MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2012

M
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Lalchere and Vicki Bolling]

ASBESTOS AT BARANGAROO

A report commissioned by the NSW EDO, by the chemical
engineer Wayne Davies, reported last year that it would take
at least 30 years to get rid of a plume of toxic chemicals
from
the
$6
billion
Barangaroo
development.

What rubbish, you are just so wrong!
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QUEENSLAND WILD RIVERS

Late last year, in a momentous win for Australian
conservation, the mighty rivers of western Queensland's
Lake Eyre Basin - Cooper Creek, Georgina River and
Diamantina river - were protected under Queensland Wild
Rivers Act. The rivers are great Australian icons,
immortalised by bush poet Banjo Patterson. Explorers
Burke and Wills died on Cooper Creek. They are among
the last, near-natural desert river systems left in the world.
When it rains, the desert transforms from an arid
environment to one bursting with fish, birds, wildflowers,
and lush grasses, as water travels hundreds of kilometres
from the western slopes of the Great Dividing Range in
North Queensland to South Australia's Lake Eyre. A
massive 4.5 million hectares now fall within special buffer
zones around major watercourses, lakes, wetlands and
floodplains. Strip mining, irrigated agriculture and other
destructive industrial activities are banned from these
areas; coal seam gas and other petroleum activities have
been prohibited. The area of these high protection buffer
zones is more than three times the Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area and 27 times larger than Fraser
Island. The Wilderness Society has worked closely with
other environmental protection groups, graziers, traditional
owners and local governments to secure the future of this
special river system.
Three years of extensive negotiations did appear to have
paid off, with the mining industry losing the battle. However,
the new Queensland Premier, Campbell Newman, has
stated that he may overturn Wild Rivers protection to allow
mining in sensitive river areas across Queensland. The
Lake Eyre Basin has now become a major target for the
mining industry, with 80% of this special country now
covered in exploration or mining permits. The Wilderness
Society continues working to ensure that the hard-won
protection of this sensitive area stays in place, and is
seeking wider support. [From Wilderness News Autumn 2012]

SUSTAINABLE LAND

In March 1995 Dr Mary White spoke at an OFF meeting on
Browning Australia. Her theme was that Australia’s poor
soils and aridity can sustain only a limited population, and
continuing soil degradation is a serious problem. A wellqualified palaeobotanist, and author of After the Greening:
the Browning of Australia, a geological history of Australia
over 200 million years, Mary was optimistic about viable
soil rehabilitation, but by communities, not by governments.
17 years on the NSW Dept of Environment and Heritage
has noted that soil degradation is a serious global
environmental problem, involving loss of organic matter;
and decline in soil fertility. Soils host the majority of the
world's biodiversity, and healthy soils are essential to
securing food and fibre production and providing an
adequate water supply. They are one of our fundamental
natural resources, and maintaining and improving the
condition of the land and soil resources is crucial to our
well-being. NSW now has a State Plan to improve soil
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condition and to increase the area of land managed within
its capability. To measure progress in achieving the targets,
there is now a MER program “monitoring, evaluating and
reporting” on land condition.
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/soildegradation/

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
World environment day was established
in 1972 by the general assembly of the
UN. Each year the emphasis is placed on
a certain earth topic of crisis. It is hosted
by a different city and commemorated
with an international exposition through
the week of June 5. The UN uses world
environment day to stimulate awareness
of the environment and enhance political attention and
public action. The topic this year is Melting Ice, climate
changes and the effects on ice and snow-covered areas of
the world. Hosted by Norway, the main celebrations will be
held in Tromsoe, a city north of the Polar Circle, gateway to
the Arctic. http://www.planetpals.com/world_evironment_day.html

THE GARDENS OF STONE

The Gardens of Stone skirt the western edge of the Greater
Blue Mountains World
Heritage Area. The
Coalpac Consolidation
Project threatens to rip
up a part of this
pristine area for an
open cut coal mine.
The area is dotted
with
internationally
significant,
'platy'
pagodas and an abundance of native birds, plants and
animals. Both the Colong Foundation and BMCS are
seeking support to protect this iconic natural area from
destruction. www.bluemountains.org.au/ www.colongwilderness.org.au/

WHAT IS CONSERVATION?
"Conservation is humility. It is realising that life is not a
pyramid with the human on top and everything else below.
Conservation is love - for other people. Everyone relies on
the earth for life. It is the total acceptance of others and
oneself that must lead to ecological harmony and peace.
Conservation is being in the bush and feeling that it is a
part of us, and we part of it. We want to preserve it and
nurture it because the trees, plants, rocks, animals, and we
are interdependent." (Paddy Pallin)

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH

This is a regular testing program by volunteers of the creek
lines flowing through to the Georges River. The cumulative
impact of small tributaries is often overlooked as threat to
downstream water quality and aquatic ecosystems. The
Group gathers on the Tuesday after each OFF meeting,
and that makes the next at 9am Tuesday 29th May. For
more detail ring Sharyn (9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291
879).

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [corner Letitia St] Oatley starting at 7.45pm, usually
on the fourth Monday of the month.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS

May 28th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Michael Mobbs speaking on Pioneer architect in sustainable
urban home design. Michael was an environmental lawyer who spent 19 years working on aluminium smelters, coal

mines, water and infrastructure programs. During this time his interest in sustainability grew. He renovated his inner
Sydney terrace home to create an off-the-grid sustainable home and then wrote his book "Sustainable House" outlining
the pitfalls and choices of the best systems to implement for home builders to architects.
June 2nd (Sat), Field day: 7 hour walk from Cowan station to Hawkesbury station, 12km one-way. The walk is
difficult with steep descents and uphill rock climbs. Beautiful scenery includes views of Jerusalem Bay and Hawkesbury
River. Catch the 8am train from Mortdale station and 8:45am Wyong train from Central, platform 12, arriving at Cowan
station at 9:36am. We aim to return on the 4:37pm train from Hawkesbury station to Central. Wear sturdy footwear, hat &
sunscreen. Bring morning tea, lunch, snacks and lots of water for a full day of adventure. Leader: Lesley Wylie
June 5th World Environment Day [see note page 1]
June 8th World Oceans Day [see note below]
June 25th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with John Davoren speaking on the Climate Change Debate and
its complicated social impact.
June 30th (Sat), Field day: Wattamolla – Marley (whale watching) – Leader: Alan Fairley
July 23rd (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Julian Sheen speaking on Travels through Syria, Conflict
and History in Syria and Jordan.

MONITORING FAUNA TALK 23rd APRIL
Chris Rehberg spoke on Camera Traps to Monitor Fauna.
His detailed Powerpoint presentation demonstrated the
diversity of cameras they have installed, where and how
they locate them and the kind of pictures they take. He
displayed a great range of photos of fauna at leisure, with
their not knowing they were being studied.
Chris gave a brief history of the camera traps from his
launching Wildlife Monitoring in March 2009. The idea rose
from his background in retail management, IT and
environmental biology. Robert Nelson joined the team in
2010 as the business manager. Their client numbers have
grown rapidly coming from government, business and
private agencies. Wildlife Monitoring is committed to
environmental best practice, supporting tree planting
programs, a paperless office, use of recycled paper when
required, and utilising green web hosting.

GECKO WALK FRIDAY 27th APRIL

Nineteen people met at 7 pm, at Mortdale Heights, on the
edge of Lime Kiln Bay wetlands. It was a beautifully clear
autumn night and we were all equipped with torches and
headlights.
The leader, Matt Mo, who has researched the life and
habitat of the geckos, guided us to the areas where we were
likely to see these fairly common geckos. We explored the
sandstone rocks and ledges along the edge of the bushland area. All up, 19 geckos were seen, some out on the
rock-face, some in crevices, and one attaching to the
underside of an overhang. We all had the opportunity to see
them up close, and to inspect their natural habitat. About
half the group left after about an hour, when 10 geckos had
been seen, and the remainder continued with their nighttime
explorations and observations for another hour.
All were back at the cars be 9pm. Generally it was agreed
that it was a most enjoyable event. Many thanks to Matt Mo
for a most interesting and informative outing. [Report by Alison
Gilroy]

KIAMA COAST WALK 6th MAY

Eight walkers set out from Loves Bay Kiama in perfect
weather. The seaside track is a mown path over undulating
hills. Originally covered by thick forests, the hills were
cleared for dairy farms. There are some forest remnants on
farms and tiny fragments close to cliff edges. Frequent rain
has left some low lying areas very wet and muddy, but we
made good progress to Werri Lagoon. We saw many sea
birds, including gannets and one sea eagle. Two emus near
the Lagoon created plenty of interest. It is also interesting to
see many small native plants regrowing now that cattle have
been removed from the headlands.
The track has many stopping points, all with signage,
pointing out interesting geological features or providing
information about the history of the area since European
settlement. The lunch spot on the headland overlooking
Werri Beach had magical views, and with the delightful

weather it was hard to leave for the return walk. A good day
was had by all. [Report by Leaders, Peter and Lesley Cox]

MORE BIRD SIGHTINGS FOR OATLEY

March was a productive month for unusual bird sightings in
Oatley Park. OFF member and keen birdwatcher, David
Koffel has reported seeing a number of visiting species
including Scarlet Honeyeater, Rose Robin, Mistletoebird and
Musk Lorikeet. He notes that within a month six raptors were
observed over Oatley Park and Lime Kiln Bay. They were
Pacific Baza, Square-tailed Kite, Eastern Osprey, Brown
Goshawk, Australian Hobby and Peregrine Falcon. The total
number of bird species recorded for the Oatley Park area is
now 105. This is a remarkable number and proof that the
Park is a vital conservation area for the region.
Meanwhile, David Waterhouse reports the sighting of a Topknot Pigeon feeding in a large fig behind the Oatley Fitness
Centre and a flock of 200 Little Corellas feeding on playing
fields at Carrs Park.

PROTECTING TREES!

A man has been found guilty of destroying a tree in Kiama
without the consent of Council and contrary to Council’s tree
preservation order. The Land and Environment Court
imposed a penalty of $12,000 plus costs of $15,000.

W
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orld Ocean Day 8th June. UN’s designation of World
Oceans Day is important boost to ocean conservation
and health. For years, the sheer vastness of the oceans
made us think that they could swallow up everything, but
this is not so. www.squidoo.com/world-oceans-day
ustralian Plant Society provides great information
about our native flora. Details about our neighbours,
the East Hills Group of the Society are at
http://easthills.austplants.com.au/
andcare The National Landcare Conference is in
Sydney this year, 3rd-to 5th September, Convention and
Exhibition Centre; theme Landcare- The Future in Our
Hands.
atley Park blooms in May. http://off.oatleypark.com/
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LAKE EYRE

Lake Eyre is the lowest point in Australia, at approximately
15 m below sea level. On the rare occasions
when full, it is
th
the largest lake in Australia, and 18 largest in the world. It
is named after Edward John Eyre, the first European to
sight it in 1840. The traditional owners of the lake, the
Arabuna people, were recently granted native title over
nearly 69,000 square kilometres of land, including all of
Lake Eyre, and are seeking to change its name back to the
traditional Kati Thanda. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Eyre

BIODIVERSITY
Biodiversity is vital in supporting human life on Earth. It
provides many benefits, including food, medicines and
industrial products. It supplies clean air and water, and
fertile soils. Australia is home to more than one million
species of plants and animals, many of them unique. About
82% of our mammals and 93% of our frogs are found
nowhere else in the world. Over the last 200 years, the
Australian environment has been modified dramatically.
Losing 75% of its rainforests, it also has the world’s worst
mammal extinction level. www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/

SCOTTSDALE RESERVE

This is a 1,328 hectare nature reserve on the
Murrumbidgee River, 79 kms south of Canberra, north of
Bredbo. Originally owned by Win and Norm Tonkin, OFF
members and dedicated conservationists, it was purchased
by Bush Heritage Australia with the help of the National
Reserve System Program and private donations. The
former grazing property, now managed by Bush Heritage,
is vegetated with temperate grasslands and woodlands
dominated by Eucalyptus melliodora (Yellow Box), and
Eucalyptus blakelyi (Blakely's Red Gum). Scottsdale is also
home to a remnant of
Australia's last ice age, the
Silver-leafed mountain gum
(pictured). Threatened animal
species found on Scottsdale
are Platypus, Gang-gang
Cockatoo, Hooded Robin,
Diamond Firetail, Speckled
Warbler, Golden Sun Moth,
Shoemaker frog [croaks like
tapping nails into a shoe], and
Rosenberg’s monitor. Native
fish in the river include Trout,
Cod and Macquarie Perch. www.bushheritage.org.au/our_reserves/

BIRDS ARE LISTENING

Talking birds that can mimic human speech have varying
degrees of intelligence and communication abilities. Some,
like the crow, are only able to mimic a few words and
phrases, while some budgerigars have a vocabulary of
what may be more than a thousand words. Wild cockatoos
in Australia seem to be learning human speech from excaged birds that escaped and joined their flock.
http://en.wikipedia.org/
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MOUNTAIN PYGMY-POSSUM

The tiny Mountain Pygmy-possum (Burramys parvus)
hibernates during winter in snow laden boulder fields on the
coldest slopes of the
Snowy Mountains. It is
the only marsupial in the
world to hibernate for
long periods under the
snow. First found as a
fossil, it was thought to
be extinct until 1966
when
one
was
discovered in a Mount
Hotham ski resort in
Victoria. Fossil evidence
of relatives of the
Pygmy-possum
has
been discovered in four
states of Australia. 20-10 million years ago Burramys
species were present at Riversleigh in Queensland, and 24
million years ago, they were at Lake Palankarinna in South
Australia. In 1990 the total Mountain Pygmy-possum
population was estimated at 2635, in 2010 there were
2075... www.fnpw.org.au/plants-a-wildlife/land-mammals/

LLOYD HEDGES - CONSERVATION AWARD
The Australian Plant Society [NSW] has granted its 2012
Conservation Award to Lloyd Hedges, Vice President of
Menai Wildflower Group. The Award is in recognition of
Lloyd’s efforts over many years in fostering appreciation of
Australian native plants, his planning and maintenance of
the Illawong Rural Fire Services gardens, his work in bush
care, and his extensive experimentation with propagation at
the native nursery at Lucas Heights. It is most appropriate
that his dedication and continuing interest in the local
environment has now been recognised at State level.

THE SIMPSON DESERT
One of Australia's largest deserts, the Simpson, lies across
three Australian states. It is home to many unique species
of plants and animals. Much of the South Australian section
of the Simpson Desert is classified as Regional Reserve,
that is, multiple use parks that allow mining and grazing.
The Wilderness Society would like to see this landscape
formally protected. Prior to the 2010 South Australian
election, the Wilderness Society received a significant
commitment from both major parties to protect the Simpson
Desert under the Wilderness Protection Act. Nevertheless,
the South Australian Government has been processing
applications to explore for coal seam gas over large
sections of the desert. [Wilderness News]

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH

This is a regular testing program by volunteers of the creek
lines flowing through to the Georges River. The Group
gathers on the Tuesday aftertheach OFF meeting, making
the next at 9am Tuesday 26 June. For more detail ring
Sharyn (9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291 879).

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [corner Letitia St] Oatley starting at 7.45pm, usually
on the fourth Monday of the month.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

OFF News
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COMING EVENTS

June 25th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with John Davoren speaking on the likely social and environmental
consequences of the heated Climate Change Debate.
June 30th (Sat), Field day: Walk from Wattamolla to Marley (Royal National Park), with whale spotting from the

cliffs. About 10km return. Good track with some uphill. We will lunch at sand dunes overlooking Marley Lagoon.
Bring water to drink. Meet 9.30am at Wattamolla car park. Leader: Alan Fairley T 9570 8332.
July 23rd (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Julian Sheen speaking on Travels through Syria, Conflict
and History in Syria and Jordan.
July 28th (Sat), Field day: Wolli Creek: Two valleys walk – Leaders: Jay Cockayne & Sharon Pearson
Aug 27th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Gary Schoer speaking on Ecology of Botswana
Sept 1st (Sat), Field day: Wonderful Wondabine – Leaders: Graham Fry & Liz Cameron
Sept 24th (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with David Kirshner speaking on Komodo dragons, the world's
heaviest living lizards.
Sept 29th (Sat) Field Day has been relocated from the Blue Mountains to a walk from Collaroy to Manly.
[Details later] Leader Julian Sheen
Oct 13 -14th Field Weekend of Menai Wildflower Group to Lithgow [see note below]
Oct 22nd (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Glenda Wardle speaking on The Simpson Desert
Oct 27-28th Field Weekend at Capertee National Park. – Leader: Deb Andrew

SUSTAINABILITY IN URBAN DESIGN Talk May 28th

Michael Mobbs attracted 56 members and guests to his talk
on urban design. He is an entertaining and informed
speaker with an environmental law background and a
personal investment in energy and water-saving technology
in his terrace house in Chippendale. He has written waterharvesting policy for Sydney Water, developed street
agriculture and is now striving to cool our suburbs by
convincing authorities to change the colour of our black road
surfaces to a lighter more heat-reflecting colour. Michael is
determined to make a difference. His book Sustainable
House is prescribed in University and Technical College
design courses across Australia.
Michael has developed the Sustainable Communities Plan,
a free guide for making an urban area more environmentally
sustainable through a series of community-led projects. Part
common sense design and part council policy guide it is an
approachable study of how a suburb impacts on our planet.
Beginning in Chippendale, it is being used to guide
innovation around the world. Michael is seeking our support
in signing a petition for the practical application of the plan.
Do look at the details in http://theplan.sustainablehouse.com.au/

COWAN TO BROOKLYN WALK on 2nd June

After due warning, and the threat of rain, most sensible
people stayed home in bed. Only seven hardy souls took on
the challenge of this beautiful bushwalk to the north of
Sydney. We set off from Cowan station at 9:40am, heading
across the freeway, and then following a path, mostly
downhill, scrambling over rocks and along a watercourse,
past some very impressive Angopheras, and many flowering
banksias and hakias. After the descent, we travelled along
the sandy shore of Jerusalem Creek (past a tent set-up in
the middle of the track) to our morning-tea spot overlooking
a very picturesque Jerusalem Bay.
We took shelter from the light showers for our lunch in a
large rock overhang and watched the mist disappear over
the hills. Our last descent to the Brooklyn station was
rewarded with hot chips and coffee before we boarded the
train to head back home. [Report by Lesley Wylie, walk leader]

OATLEY PARK FLOWERS IN JUNE

The website now has a full year of
Alan Fairley’s monthly blooms in
Oatley Park. The pictured Blackeyed Susan (Tetratheca neglecta)
is on the list for June. It is a small
shrub with whorled leaves;
flowers pink with 4 petals and a
dark centre, found on the plateau
near the lookout, but uncommon.

at Dairy Creek; water quality will be tested every two
months. The worry is sewage overflow and E. coli levels
during dry conditions.

MENAI WILDFLOWER GROUP TRIP TO LITHGOW

OFF members are invited to join this field weekend on Oct
th
13-14 to explore the Gardens of Stone National Park
th
[GoS]. The plan is to meet early at Lithgow on the 13 ; to
spend the day exploring GoS, have a tour of the animal
sanctuary at Secret Creek followed by dinner, and stay
th
overnight at the Lithgow Caravan Park. Then on the 14
continue to explore GoS. [More detail later. Contact Jason Cockayne
or Sharon Pearson at: mailto:jay.shaz@hotmail.com]

SHOOTING IN NATIONAL PARKS

OFF has written to the Minister for the Environment
expressing its strong opposition to the proposal to allow
recreational shooting in NSW national parks and reserves.
The plan would open up 79 national parks and reserves,
covering close to 3 million hectares or 40% of all of our
parks and reserves. As the Nature Conservation Council
stated, “National Parks are for the protection of nature and
for the enjoyment of the NSW public, not for blood sport.
This decision by the government shows complete disregard
for public safety and for the purpose of our National Park
system.” http://nohunting.wildwalks.com/

BRIEFLY

ustralian Plant Society provides great information
about our native flora. Details from the East Hills
Group of the Society are at http://easthills.austplants.com.au/
ustainable Chippendale Add you name in support of
Michael Mobb’s vision http://theplan.sustainablehouse.com.au/
hink Global/Film Local film competition is about our
local environment and what the community is doing to
help it. It is open to anyone in the St George Council
areas and prizes will be given to the two best films in a
number of school and age categories
andcare The National Landcare Conference is in
Sydney this year, 3rd-to 5th September, Convention and
Exhibition Centre; theme Landcare- The Future in Our
Hands.
eeds Some of our major weeds, such as broad-leaf
privet, blackberry, lantana and honey locust, began
their Australian life as hedges at John Macarthur's
Camden Farm. They were among the hundreds of exotics
he imported. Who was to know?
Monkey puzzle
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http://off.oatleypark.com/

LIME KILN BAY WETLANDS

Following the concern about the stormwater and sewage
damage, the local Streamwatch team has established a site
OFF Hon. Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223, T9580 6621, off@oatleypark.com
Hon. Editor: John Davoren
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MYLES DUNPHY’S VISION

From the 1920s Oatley’s own Myles Dunphy was
concerned about conserving the Blue Mountains and began
developing a conservation strategy. In 1932 he published
his ambitious proposal for a Greater Blue Mountains
National Park. It took a long time to be implemented; the
Grose Valley Park was declared in 1959, the Blue Gum
Forest added in 1963, the Warragamba Catchment Area in
1977, Wollemi in 1979, Yengo in 1988, and the Gardens of
Stone in 1994. The Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage
Area, over a million hectares of reserve, twice the area of
Dunphy's 1932 plan, was inscribed on the World Heritage
List in 2000. www.greaterbluemountainsdrive.com.au/ . Sadly the
battle goes on, with a number of areas again under threat,
including the Gardens of Stone. www.bluemountains.org.au/

KOALAS ON THE RISE
Gunnedah has one of the largest populations of koalas in
NSW, when numbers are declining dramatically elsewhere.
The increase there appears to be related to the restoration
of agriculturally degraded land with beneficial effects for
both farmers and wildlife - including Australia's most iconic
species. www.australiangeographic.com.au/

CITY AND COUNTRY SONGBIRDS
Melbourne
University
research into Silvereye
songbirds
(Zosterops
lateralis), in many city and
rural
areas
around
Australia [including our
Poulton Park] shows that
these common little green
birds sing higher and more
slowly in cities to be heard above the urban din. They also
sing in a different ''dialect'' to their country cousins,
untroubled by the din. m.smh.com.au/environment/animals

OATLEY PARK FLOWERS IN JULY
The July list, (with the
other months), can be
found on our website.
An example is this Eggs
and
Bacon
Shrub
(Dillwynia retorta). It is
usually about one metre
tall, the leaves are
narrow and crowded,
and the flowers yellow
with red centres.
off.oatleypark.com/128

July/August 2012

River Parkland Trust. It features the diverse flora of a
typical Hawkesbury Sandstone outcrop. For further information
go to: www.bankstown.nsw.gov.au/

DOGS WORKING FOR CONSERVATION
The Australian Ecosystems Foundation [AEFI] newsletter
reports that they are
preparing to use domestic
dogs
for
wildlife
conservation. Dogs have
been used in Australian
commercial industries for
many years, for narcotics,
explosives, and termite
detection. Their talents
and amazing noses are
now being put to good
use in helping to find
threatened and declining
species. Traditional wildlife survey techniques have,
become less reliable as wildlife populations decline and
become more difficult to detect. However, dog's noses don't
miss much' and they can be used to carry out non-invasive
surveys, identifying significant “scats”. A koala detection
dog will soon be assisting in locating koala populations in
the Greater Blue Mountains area.

ST GEORGE FILM COMPETITION 2012
The Think Global/Film Local film competition and festival is
about showing our
local environment and
what
the
local
community is doing to
protect it. Make a short
film about ‘What is
important to you about
your
local
environment?’ and/or
‘What are you doing to
protect the environment?’ The competition is open to
anyone who lives, works or studies in the St George area
and prizes will be given to the best two thfilms in various
categories. Entries close 5pm Friday 26 October. [For
more information go to the OFF website]

WASTE DISPOSAL AND TAXES
Newcastle is one of a number of Councils moving to reduce
carbon tax and waste levy payments by upgrading its
technology for waste disposal. It is diverting waste from
landfill and harvesting methane to fuel two generators that
produce electricity that is then fed into the grid. [SMH July 10]

ANIMALS IN THE PARK

HELP CUT PLASTIC BAGS

The Atlas of NSW Wildlife records 8 species of lizards, 6
species of snakes and 2 species of frogs for Oatley Park
and its surrounds but many of these records are old and
most are rarely if ever seen today. The Eastern Water
Dragon is one species often sighted along the creek which
flows into Dairy Creek, near the rack designed to collect
rubbish washed down from the catchment

It was noted by several of our members while touring that
England has made it illegal for shops to offer free plastic
shopping bags. Large thick bags are available for a fee.
When you head for the supermarket, collect essential items
- your wallet, keys and two or three strong reusable bags. It
is easy and responsible!

SYLVAN GROVE NATIVE GARDEN

This is a regular testing program by volunteers of the creek
lines flowing through to the Georges River. The Group
gathers on the Tuesday after theach OFF meeting, making
the next at 9am Tuesday 24 July. For more detail ring
Sharyn (9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291 879).

This displays gardens of wonderful flora from various parts
of Australia while focusing on plants endemic to our region.
The site was established in 1964 and is now under the
authority of the Bankstown City Council and the Georges

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St Oatley [cnr Letitia St] starting at 7.45pm, usually on the fourth Monday.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS

rd

July 23 (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Julian Sheen speaking on Travels through Syria, Conflict and History in
Syria and Jordan.
th
July 28 (Sat) Field day: Wolli Creek: Two valleys walk –Meet at Bexley Nth railway station at 8am and walk to Tempe station
along the valley to see where the Wolli Creek Preservation Society has been remediating degraded bushland. See many birds, and
possibly climb Nanny Goat Hill, Turrella. Finish about 1pm; bring morning tea and lunch. Leaders: Jay Cockayne & Sharon Pearson
th
Aug 27 (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Rodger Robertson speaking on the Oatley Heritage Group, its history,
objectives, and current work. Some old photos will prompt some stories about Oatley. Gary Schoer who was to have been the
speaker on Ecology of Botswana will appear on another occasion.
st
Sept 1 (Sat) Field day: Wonderful Wondabyne – Leaders: Graham Fry & Liz Cameron
th
Sept 24 (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with David Kirshner speaking on Komodo dragons, the world's heaviest living
lizards.
th
Sept 29 (Sat) Field Day: Collaroy to Manly walk Leader: Julian Sheen. [Changed from the Blue Mountains]
th
Oct 13 -14 Field Weekend with Menai Wildflower Group to Lithgow [see note below]
nd
Oct 22 (Mon) 7.45pm Regular monthly meeting with Glenda Wardle speaking on The Simpson Desert
th
Oct 27-28 Field Weekend at Capertee National Park. – Leader: Deb Andrew

SOCIAL
IMPACT OF THE CLIMATE DEBATES
th

At the 25 June meeting John Davoren explored the socially
polarising effect of the climate change debates waging off
and on since the 1970s. While most scientific sources agree
that the global climate has changed over the last hundred
years, and rising greenhouse gas levels are most likely
contributing, there are many [mostly non-scientists] who
strongly disagree. He spoke of the confusing arguments,
ranging, at one end to complete rejection of change, or of
any from human cause, to the other calling for immediate
closure of all coal-fed electric generators. One end rejects
the evidence of science, and the other overlooks how limited
are acceptable alternative power sources.
Social surveys show community attitudes shifting sharply
away from environmental protection. Widespread concern
about the cost of reducing carbon emissions, especially
during the global financial crisis, is then confused by the
many conflicting arguments about what is happening, and
what (if anything) can and should be done. He quoted one
view that environmentalism is an hysterical pseudo religion
and addressing change like King Canute changing the tide.
Unexpected variations in the joint contributors to climate the galaxy, sun, earth, air and sea - could alter the nature of
the change, but not necessarily for the better. John
concluded that while we wait for the issues around climate
to be further clarified, priority must be given to reducing
damage to the planet, cutting back on pollution levels and
wasteful consumption of scarce resources. To this he added
the further development of appropriate technology.

FIELD TRIP: WHALE WATCHING 30th June

A beautiful winter’s day – sunny, blue and little wind –
greeted the 20 participants as they gathered at Wattamolla
car park for the walk to Big Marley Beach. Although only 5
km each way, the eroded and
wet track and the stops to
gaze out to sea for passing
whales meant that it was
12.30pm before the group
reached its destination. And it
was a great spot for lunch, on
top of a tall dune overlooking
freshwater Marley Lagoon,
with sand stretching in the
distance towards the sea. An
additional reward was a pod
of whales frolicking out at
sea, flipping their fins up as if waving to us. Another small
group was spotted on our way back. The coastal scenery,
the whales and the companionship made it a very rewarding
day. [Report by Alan Fairley, Trip Leader]

HURSTVILLE COUNCIL’S TREE MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
Four OFF Committee members and three other community
th
representatives met with Council officers for an hour on 19
June to discuss matters relating to trees within HCC.
The meeting opened with Council officers detailing the
extensive tree plantings undertaken this year, 1200 mixed
indigenous trees and shrubs on Hurstville Golf Course, 1000
trees and shrubs for Evatt Park, at
the rear of Webbs Dam,
th
and the Tree Give-away for 29 July when about 2000
plants will be given to ratepayers. They noted that the Tree
Preservation Order is to be changed to make it more difficult
to remove dead trees (often poisoned, then cut down). In the
last 12 months, 5 penalties each of $1500 have been levied
against illegal tree removal.
The OFF members present raised a number of matters of
concern to the Society: a) the need for openness and
accountability in decisions about tree removal, b) the
number of street tree removals in Oatley West, when many
seem not to conform to Council criteria, c) the ease with
which trees are removed from private property for
development applications, d) the Council position on cash
bonds for trees, e) the need to investigate apparent
poisoning of large trees, f) the qualifications and contract
procedures for consultant arborists, and g) the need to
enforce the mandatory replacement of trees.
In sum, it was felt that the meeting was positive and a useful
exercise.

BRIEFLY

National Wilderness Conference [the 6th] will be held in Sydney
on 21-23rd Sept, co-presented by the NSW National Parks
Association and the Nature Conservation Council of NSW
/www.colongwilderness.org.au/news/

National Tree Day Sun 29th July & Schools Tree Day Friday
27th provide an opportunity to do something positive for the
environment and reconnect with nature. In 2011, thousands
planted over 1 million native trees, shrubs and grasses.
http://treeday.planetark.org/about/

Menai Wildflower Group Trip To Lithgow OFF members are
welcome to join this MWG weekend trip in October to explore
the Gardens of Stone. [More detail later. Contact Jason
Cockayne or Sharon Pearson at: mailto:jay.shaz@hotmail.com]

A PAIR OF OSPREY
Debbie Andrew reported in early July a pair of Osprey sitting
on a eucalypt on the Lugarno shoreline. A tagged Osprey
from Clarence River was spotted at Lugarno previously, but
this is the first report of a pair.
OFF Hon. Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223, T9580 6621, off@oatleypark.com Hon. Editor: John Davoren
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WATTLE DAY – 1ST SEPTEMBER

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES

Wattle was proclaimed as the national floral
emblem in 1988, with the Golden Wattle,
Acacia pycnantha, the selected species. In
1992 the Commonwealth and States
agreed to hold
Australia's Wattle Day on
st
September 1 , the first day of spring. The
golden wattle is an evergreen, spreading
shrub or small tree, and grows in the under storey of open
forest, woodland and in open scrub in South Australia,
Victoria, New South Wales and the ACT. When in flower, it
displays the national colours, green and gold. .

The lack of access to modern energy services condemns
billions of people in the developing world to absolute
poverty. About one third have no lights in the evening,
unhealthy cooking equipment, limited communication,
inadequate education and health facilities and limited
power for work and business. Electric power grids can
serve large urban utilities, but extending them into rural
areas is very expensive, and not very efficient. New energy
sources are needed. www.gvepinternational.org/. Ceramic Fuel
Cells, Carbon Sink Reforestation, Carnegie Wave Energy
and Algae technology are examples of developing new
energy sources. [Sun-Herald 22nd July]. . Gas “fracking” also
needs urgent clarification so that gas can replace coal in
electricity generation, without threat to other resources.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Keith Muir director of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness
notes that, “The Council of Australian Governments has
decided to cut state and federal environmental laws at the
request of mining and development interests. The Prime
Minister, Julia Gillard, should distance herself from COAGs’
Taskforce on environmental deregulation. To protect the
environment adequately, the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act,
1979
should
be
strengthened, not weakened. For a start, Ms Gillard should
consider legislative improvements to make the protection of
national parks a national matter. If these COAG
deregulation initiatives are implemented, future Federal
Environment ministers won’t be able to intervene when
cattle grazing threaten national parks, or if a proposed dam
would inundate a wilderness. The best way for nationally
significant heritage areas, like South West Tasmania, to be
protected is through a Federal Environment Minister who
retains a full legal tool kit to stop the damage”.
www.colongwilderness.org.au/

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF [GBR]
The GBR stretches 2,300 kilometres along the Queensland
coast, includes over 2,900 reefs, and around 940 islands
and cays. The GBR Marine Park is 345,000 square
kilometers in size, five times the size of Tasmania and
larger than the United Kingdom and Ireland combined! It is
home to more than 1,500 species of fish, 411 types of hard
coral, one-third of the world’s soft corals, 134 species of
sharks and rays, 6 of the world’s 7 species of threatened
marine turtles, and more than 30 species of marine
mammals, including the vulnerable dugong. Add to that
stunning marine suite as many as 3,000 molluscs and
thousands of different sponges, worms and crustaceans,
630 species of echinoderms (starfish and sea urchins) and
215 bird species, of which 22 are seabirds. The GBR is
listed under all four natural World Heritage criteria for its
outstanding universal value. However, poor fishing
practices, pollution, coral bleaching, and increased sea
temperatures are seriously threatening the reef’s future.
www.wwf.org.au/. A World Heritage monitoring mission has
been invited to the GBR to examine the Reef's health. Its
report will be published soon. www.gbrmpa.gov.au/

OATLEY PARK’S FLOWERS IN AUGUST
There is an August list that can be
found on our website. An example
for this month is this twiner with
veined leaves and violet pea
flowers, commonly scrambling over
shrubs
or
up
small
trees.
http://off.oatleypark.com/

ALMOST THERE ON TASMANIAN FORESTS
The Wilderness Society reports that
the
recent
announcement
by
Tasmanian
Forest
Agreement
signatories is a significant milestone
in the agreement process, and
Tasmania is now close to achieving
a sustainable future, and permanent
protection for some of the world's
greatest forests. www.wilderness.org.au/

MINING, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENT NEEDS
Health studies point to a negative environmental impact of
coal mining and burning. However it is an area that is still
under-studied, especially in light of the level of health
problems shared by people in mining communities. Mining
and power generation companies [not surprisingly] have
not undertaken detailed studies of their health impacts, and
there is a need for public health authorities to do so.
www.lithgowenvironment.org/ . Now an Independent Review of a
Coalpac proposal to expand its operations near Lithgow
has concluded that its “environmental assessment project”
was based on economic benefits, not on the social and
environmental. www.bluemountains.org.au/

KOGARAH COUNCIL TREE PRESERVATION
Kogarah’s program for preserving trees is based on the
NSW Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. This
specifies that without Council consent it is a crime to ring
bark, cut down, top, lop, remove, injure or willfully destroy
any tree exceeding 3.5 m in height or with a branch spread
over 3 m; significant penalties apply. If you notice possible
offenders please urgently contact Graeme Storer.
mailto:graeme.storer@kogarah.nsw.gov.au or T 9330 9410.

HURSTVILLE WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
Hurstville City Council is committed to providing economical
and sustainable waste service to residents. The main
priority is waste minimisation and diverting waste from
landfill. An audit conducted in 2011 revealed 41% of
garbage bins contained recyclable food organics. Council is
offering a series of free composting and worm farming
workshops to encourage recycling of food waste. [Advice from
Laurie O’Connor, Hurstville Council’s Director of Service Delivery.]

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH
This is a regular testing program by volunteers of the creek
lines flowing through to the Georges
River. The Group next
th
gathers at 9am on Tuesday 28 Aug. For more detail ring
Sharyn (9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291 879.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St Oatley [cnr Letitia St] starting at 7.45pm, usually on the fourth Monday.
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS

Aug 27th (Mon) 7.45pm, the regular monthly meeting, with Rodger Robertson speaking on the Oatley Heritage Group, its
history, objectives, and current work. Some old photos will prompt some stories about Oatley.
Gary Schoer, who was to have been the speaker on Ecology of Botswana, will appear, we hope, on another occasion.
Sept 1st (Sat) Field day: Wondabyne Wildflowers – 6 hour return walk from Wondabyne Station to Pindar’s Cave in Brisbane
Waters NP. There should be lots of wildflowers and some views of the Hawkesbury River. Catch the 7.56 am train from
Mortdale station and 8:45am Wyong train from Central. We aim to catch the 3.44 pm train from Wondabyne back to Central.
Wear sturdy shoes, hat and sunscreen. Bring plenty of water, lunch and snacks. 12 km walk includes some steep stairs and
rocky scrambles. Leaders: Graham Fry & Liz Cameron; ph. 9580 6621; 0427 169 490
Sept 24th (Mon) 7.45pm, the regular monthly, meeting with David Kirshner speaking on Komodo dragons, the planet's
largest lizards, over 10 feet long and weighing over 300 pounds. David is a noted expert on these dragons.
Sept 29th (Sat) Field Day: Collaroy to Manly walk Leader: Julian Sheen. [Changed from the Blue Mountains]
Sept 30th (Sun) Mt Whaite excursion organised by the Whaite family to commemorate the life of Harry Whaite.
Oct 13 -14th Field Weekend with Menai Wildflower Group to Lithgow [see note below]
Oct 20th (Sat) Oatley Lions Village Festival
Oct 22nd (Mon) 7.45pm regular monthly meeting with Glenda Wardle speaking on The Simpson Desert
Oct 27-28th Field Weekend: Capertee National Park. – Leader: Deb Andrew
*Early notes for diaries! Nov 9th OFF Annual Dinner, and Dec 3rd OFF Picnic in Oatley Park

TALK: JORDAN AND SYRIA

OFF’s July meeting featured a guided tour of Jordan and
Syria, an area racked by dispute and violence. The theme of
the presentation, “History and Conflict” showed how the
present conflict reflects an instability stretching far back in
time.
Scenes of great natural beauty such as Petra and Wadi
Rum were featured, together with places of significant
cultural value: Damascus, the crusader fortress of Krac de
Chevalier and the wondrous Roman oasis city of Palmyra
were shown and discussed.
Some may ask: why do Jordan and Syria feature on an
Oatley Flora and Fauna program? The answer is world
ecology. Having an understanding of the interrelated
patterns, threats and disturbances across the globe gives
those concerned about the dynamics of world environment a
better appreciation of what has been happening and what
may be in store for the planet.
Act locally, understand globally is the responsibility of a
good citizen. [Summary by the speaker, Julian Sheen, OFF President]

VALE JUNE UNDERWOOD
We were saddened to hear of the death of June Underwood
who passed away after a long illness. June was O.F.F. Hon
Secretary in 1983 and 1984, and committee member until
1986. She will be fondly remembered by OFF members and
missed by her family and friends.
ational Wilderness Conference [the sixth] will be held in
N
Sydney on 21-23 Sept, co-presented by the NSW National
rd

Parks Association and the Nature Conservation Council of NSW
/www.colongwilderness.org.au/news/

estival of Wildflowers at the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden
F
Sun 26 Aug, 9am - 4pm. This year's theme, Families in Nature;
discover the great outdoors with the whole family.

The Greater Blue Mountains
World Heritage Experience
www.worldheritage.org.au

FIELD TRIP: THE TWO VALLEYS WALK
A most pleasant time was had with 17 walkers experiencing
the Wolli Creek area of the Two valleys Trail from Bexley
North railway station. Many birds were sighted including
curious Yellow tail Black Cockatoos Our knowledge was
greatly expanded with a sit down introduction of history,
progressive bush land regeneration, and threats of freeway
expansion by local icon Judy Finlayson of the Wolli Creek
preservation Society. The walk was an easy ramble and was
topped off with extensive views from Nanny Goat hill. We
recommend those of you who have not had the opportunity
of visiting the area, to try it and support the locals in keeping
this area as a natural resource for future generations to
explore. [Report by trip Leaders Jason Cockayne and Sharon Pearson}

MENAI WILDFLOWER GROUP
OFF
members
are welcome to
join the MWG
October field trip
to Lithgow to the
Gardens
of
Stone. thNote also
the 25 birthday.

Some of the many Interesting items on the BMCS website at
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/

ulga Road Books 89 Mulga Rd Oatley W, Rotary Club of
M
Hurstville with a wide range of quality second hand books.
http://rotarcap.com/mrb/.
Nature Carer?
Sydney
bulletins every 2-3

SNaC members receive regular eweeks with information about
environmental events. Joining is free and easy: simply mailto:
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

House Day Sat 9 Sept. The Australian Solar
Sustainable
Energy Society is holding an Information Day at Alexandria
th

Town hall from 10am auses.org.au/branch-news/

[RSVP by Aug 17th]
More from Jason Cockayne. mailto:jay.shaz@hotmail.com]

THE ANNUAL O. F. F. DINNER
It will be held this year on 9th Nov, 7 pm at South-Hurstville RSL. The theme will
be HATS. A hat of any sort decorated or not, will be required for entry. The price
will be $38 per person. Details of the menu will be in the next newsletter. We
hope that you will be able to join us. Donations of things for raffle prizes will be
gratefully accepted.
OFF Hon. Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223, T9580 6621, off@oatleypark.com Hon. Editor: John Davoren
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GEORGES RIVER HONOURS

WASTE MANAGEMENT

A) The Georges River Combined Councils’ Committee
(GRCCC) Community River Health Monitoring Program
was honoured with the 2012 National Urban Landcare
Award at the biennial Landcare Australia
Awards gala
th
dinner on Tuesday, September 5
at the Sydney
Convention and Exhibition Centre. www.landcareonline.com.au/
B) The International River Foundation has announced the
three finalists for the 2012 Australian River prize - our
Georges, Queensland's Condamine, and WA’s Swan and
Canning Rivers. It is the country's richest environmental
award, recognising outstanding, visionary and sustainable
programs in river management. www.riverfoundation.org.au/

Research shows that up to 40% of the average kerbside
garbage bin is food. A lot of this is avoidable food waste
and most of it can be composted or put in worm farms.
Every bit of food that we throw out has cost money, so it
makes sense to use as much of our food purchases as
possible. Food waste is a problem in many countries. In the
UK, the Waste Resources and Action Programme (WRAP)
estimate that a third of the food bought is thrown out. If that
waste were eradicated, it would be equivalent to taking one
in five cars off the road. IN NSW the average household
throws out $1,036 of food yearly. foodwise.com.au/did-you-know/x

OUR KOALAS

Allowing access to our national
parks for volunteer hunters
keen to shoot feral animals
may seem sensible, but the
evidence shows that a program
of hunters controlled by the
Game Council will provide no
environmental benefit, is likely
to lead to environmental harm
and put at risk the public's
enjoyment and safety. The Game Council was set up in
2002 after an earlier political deal between the Labor
Government and the Shooters Party. It is a highly unusual
arrangement for a statutory authority. The board must have
a majority of hunters, ensuring that decisions never get
made against hunters' interests. [Andrew Cox, Colong Bulletin]

Koala numbers in the wild have declined by an estimated
29% in the past 20 years, and are now vulnerable in three
states. The Australian Geographic Society is working with
the Australian Koala Foundation [AKF] to aid in research,
conservation and habitat protection. The decline in
numbers appears to be largely due to a habitat loss,
disease, dog attacks and car strikes with loss of habitat as
the greatest problem. AKF is seeking donations to help
manage and preserve its 40 hectare wildlife sanctuary on
the Sunshine Coast. www.australiangeographic.com.au/

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT
Australia’s critical environmental protection laws are under
serious threat. Federal and State governments have
recently announced an aggressive plan to wind back the
country’s system of essential environmental protections,
which have been in place for decades, for land, water, wild
life and iconic wild places. Environmental laws are an
essential element of a healthy society, protecting our fragile
ecosystems, health, communities, the economy and future
generations. Environmental organisations across the
country are collaborating to fight against these threats, and
to encourage the community to join them in protesting. For
details and suggestions on how to protect places you love,
go to: http://placesyoulove.org/

COAL SEAM GAS
Coal Seam Gas (CSG) has been extracted and used in
Australia for nearly 30 years, but only recently has it come
under close public scrutiny. The coal industry argues CSG
is a far cleaner way to produce electricity than coal; but on
this the scientific community is divided. Concerns have
been raised for several years about the long-term impacts
from CSG mining, focusing on aspects such as reduced
groundwater levels and risks to groundwater quality
(among other issues such as surface water, land use,
gaseous emissions, and waste-water management).
Groundwater risks take many months, years or even
decades before their impact can be properly assessed.
According to the Sydney Catchment Authority, water levels
in Woronora Reservoir are dropping, despite attempts to
repair longwall damage. www.abc.net.au/rural/coalseamgas/

OATLEY PARK’S FLOWERS IN SEPTEMBER
The September list on the website has
fourteen flowers including this Waxlip
Orchid (Glossodia major), a mauve-blue
ground orchid with a solitary hairy leaf, to
be found in open woodland down from the
oval. off.oatleypark.com/

HUNTING IN NATIONAL PARKS

LIONS FESTIVAL
- OATLEY – 20TH OCTOBER
rd

Each year, on the 3 Saturday in October
the streets and parks of Oatley are
transformed into a sea of stalls,
entertainment, rides, and music. OFF runs
a stall each year, and is looking for
volunteers for the day, or any part thereof.
Please contact Liz T9580 6621 or Alan
T9570 8332 closer to the time. For more
information go to www.oatleylions.org.au/
th

EXCURSION TO MT WHAITE.

On 30 Sept the Whaite family is leading an excursion to
the mountain named after Harry, who, with his friend Jack
Gibson, mapped the area in the early 1940s. We will
scatter Harry and Olive Whaite’s ashes and place a
commerative plaque from family and friends, and would be
delighted to have members of OFF join us on this family
excursion. We will be meeting at 10am at Tableland Rd, off
the GW Highway, around the corner of the large pottery
shop just before Wentworth Falls. We will drive down
Tableland Rd, past the Queen Victoria Nursing home, turn
into Red Ridge Rd, go a further 5-6kms to the gate blocking
the road, and park the cars.
It is not an easy walk, with 3kms or so on the road and
another 3kms to the top of Mt Whaite. There is no track
after we leave the road, but Ian, our navigator, will be
leading us by the best possible route. Still it will be bush
bashing all the way, and you will need protective long
sleeves and trousers. Bring plenty of water and your lunch,
and be prepared for a magnificent view from the top of Mt
Whaite, well off the beaten track! [Note from Jennifer Whaite.
Please ring me if you have any questions, and do let me know if you are
planning to join us. My phone number is 9580 7343.]

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St Oatley [cnr Letitia St] starting at 7.45pm, usually on the fourth
Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS

Sept 24th (Mon) 7.45pm, the regular monthly, meeting with David Kirshner speaking on Komodo dragons, the planet's
largest lizards, over 3 metres long and weighing over 135 kgs. David is a noted expert on these dragons.
Sept 29th (Sat) Field Day: Collaroy to Manly walking 11.5 km covering five beautiful beaches. It is an easy walking with a bit
of up and down on the headlands. You may be tempted to have a swim. “The perfect walk to clear your head and get away from
it all” [SMH Depart from Mortdale station on the 8.15 train to the bus from Wynyard. The walk starts at the intersection
of Pittwater Rd and Anzac Ave East, Collaroy where those in cars can join the walk at 10am, for about four hours to Manly.
There we catch the next ferry to come home, or stay and mingle on the Concourse. Leader: Julian Sheen.
Sept 30th (Sun) Mt Whaite excursion organised by the Whaite family. [See the note below]
Oct 1st (Mon) UN World Habitat Day [note below]
Oct 13 -14th Field Weekend with Menai Wildflower Group to Lithgow. Please contact Jason jay.shaz@hotmail.com and he
will keep you up-to-date.
Oct 20th (Sat) Oatley Lions Village Festival
Oct 22nd (Mon) 7.45pm regular monthly meeting with Glenda Wardle speaking on The Simpson Desert
Oct 27-28th Field Weekend: Capertee National Park. – Leader: Deb Andrew
Nov 9th (Fri) OFF Annual Dinner,
Dec 3rd OFF Picnic in Oatley Park

TALK: OATLEY HERITAGE GROUP

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH

At the August meeting Cliff Crane and Rodger Robertson
presented a view of the history of the Oatley Heritage Group
with reference to its founders and key contributors since
1995. They described the recent innovations of digitalisation
of the research reports, and photos and the development of
its website. Most interesting was the work with the local
schools in relating stories of old Oatley and taking the
schoolchildren for historical walks around Oatley. They also
discussed old photos and stories of Oatley's history. The
Oatley Heritage Group with Oatley Lions Club is producing a
2013-14 calendar featuring old
and new photos of the area
and all the important dates in
the Oatley calendar. It will be
on sale in October. The Group
would
appreciate
any
contributions of old photos,
letters, and stories of old
Oatley for their records. The
Oatley Heritageth Group next
meets on the 30 November 10.30am at Oatley RSL when
Cliff Crane will report on his research into Real Estate
Agents of Oatley. [Summary by Rodger Robertson]

This is a regular testing program by volunteers of the creek
lines flowing through to the Georges
River. The Group next
th
gathers at 9am on Tuesday 25 Sept. For more detail ring
Sharyn (9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291 879.

WONDABYNE, BRISBANE
WATERS NP
st

Fourteen joined the walk on 1 Sept climbing steeply from
Wondabyne Station and following sandstone ridges to
Pindar’s Cave. We were rewarded with a profusion of
wildflowers including white heaths, cream wattles, palest
pink wax-flowers, deep pink boronias, apricot-hued Banksia
ericifolia, deep red Grevillea
speciosa and a multiplicity of
yellow and red peas.
The
track afforded a fine view south
over Mooney Mooney Creek,
and the white dome of the
Baha’i Temple gleamed on the
horizon beyond. After a pause
to admire tadpoles in a
brimming Pindar’s Pool, lunch
was scoffed beside the honeycomb sandstone of Pindar’s
Cave where sparkling droplets drizzled from the long
overhang onto ferns beneath. Notable birds seen near
Wondabyne included a vivid male Variegated Wren lurking
amongst ferns, and a Bassian Thrush foraging beside the
railway line. Footnote: Pindar was an Ancient Greek poet; it is
believed Myles Dunphy named the cave-like overhang after him.

BRIEFLY

Drones: (unmanned aerial vehicles) are skimming over
Indonesia’s jungle canopy to photograph orangutans, to
protect rhinos in Nepal, and to study invasive aquatic
plants in Florida. bushwarriors.org/
Speakers: Our Program Officer is looking for interesting
speakers on subjects related to flora and fauna for some
of our meetings next year. If you have any suggestions
please contact Matt on 9570 8271.
Walks: Our Field Officer is looking for people to lead
interesting walks. Please contact Alison on 9580 5557
Membership You can opt to renew your membership for
2013 by direct bank transfer – [more detail when the
renewal notice is sent out]. OFF is also inviting donations
to the “President’s Fund” from which the Society
donates to dynamic environmental groups. New members
are welcome. If on the internet, click here for details.
World Habitat Day (UN) is on Monday 1st October to
reflect on the state of human settlements and people’s
right to sufficient shelter. It also aims to remind people
that they are responsible for the habitat of future
generations.
Mulga Road Books 89 Mulga Rd Oatley W, Rotary Club of
Hurstville has a wide range of quality second hand
books. http://rotarcap.com/mrb/.
Menai Wildflower Group Trip To Lithgow OFF members
are welcome to join this MWG weekend trip in October
to explore the Gardens of Stone. [For more detail
Contact Jason at: mailto:jay.shaz@hotmail.com]

THE ANNUAL O. F. F. DINNER
th

It is on 9 Nov, 7 pm at South-Hurstville RSL. The theme will
be HATS. A hat of any sort decorated or not, will be required
for entry. The price will be $38 per person. Details of the
menu will be available when booking at the September
meeting. We hope that you will be able to join us. Donations
of things for raffle prizes will be gratefully accepted.

[Report by Liz Cameron, trip leader]

A RODEO IS COMING TO TOWN
After receiving a call expressing concern about the
forthcoming rodeo in our local area, the Humane Society is
petitioning local Councils not to allow such an event on
public land. HSI argues that rodeos typically cause torment
and stress to cattle and horses, exposing them to pain,
injury and even death. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_treatment
OFF Hon. Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223, T9580 6621, off@oatleypark.com Hon. Editor: John Davoren
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RAIN FORESTS AND RAIN

There is a lot not known about how nature works, and when
a new theory is introduced it may be rejected because it
conflicts with the existing widely held theory. The popular
theory on rain fall is that the winds from the sea bring
precipitation over land as warm air rises, and cool air with
water vapor from the sea blows in to replace it.
The Biotic Pump Theory [BPT] first published in 2007
postulates that precipitation occurs over land, because of
the condensation that forests produce, not just because of
variations in temperature. Its view is that winds are actually
created and controlled by rain forests, and the
condensation they produce. Forests push vapor into the air,
and it condenses from gas to a liquid.
It notes that natural forests have evolved a complex set of
genetically encoded traits over millions of years. Their root
system facilitates storage and extraction of moisture from
soil; and biogenic aerosols produced by trees control the
intensity of water vapour condensation over the forest.
Thus forest evaporation produces water vapor more
efficiently than open water surfaces. The ancient forests
[not their modern “replacements”] create an ocean-to-land
moist air flow, and stabilize this flow at an optimum level,
reducing extreme fluctuations like hurricanes, tornadoes,
and severe droughts or floods. The BPT has been
considered controversial since its introduction, and, until
now, largely ignored. However, it has been critically
examined in the intervening years, and is gradually gaining
more traction in the scientific community. Recent findings
that deforestation caused the droughts ending the ancient
Maya civilisation may be relevant. Destroying our forests
could prove to have more serious consequences than
previously thought.rainmakers

FUTURE OF RAIN FORESTS

National Geographic reports that half of our rain forests
have been lost to the insatiable human demand for wood
and arable land. Rain forests, once growing over 14% of
the land, now cover only about 6%. If current deforestation
rates continue, these critical habitats could disappear by
3012. //environment.nationalgeographic.

OATLEY PARK’S FLOWERS IN OCTOBER

The flowers in the October list
on the website include this
Twisted Mat-rush (Lomandra
obliqua). [Obliqua refers to the
leaves being asymmetrical]. It
is a low, sprawling plant
growing in clusters in open
forest on sandy soils. The bluegrey leaves are short, 2-4 cm
long, flat and twisted, on stiff
branches. The flowers are
yellow, stalkless, and lie evenly
spaced along the branch, all in one plane. The tips of the
leaves are not toothed. http://off.oatleypark.com

LESS PAPER

Since 1955
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The internet may at last be having the long predicted effect
of reducing paper use. As paper circulations drop and the
IPhone technology makes it easier to read digitally,
publishers are turning more towards a paperless
format.//www.foliomag.com/
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OATLEY BUSHLAND PARK ?

Oatley Park was set aside in 1888 to preserve 45 hectares
of bushland. It is one of the most significant bushland parks
left in the St George area, containing some 300 species of
native plants, 106 of birds and home to fascinating wildlife
including leaf-tailed geckos and swamp wallabies.
We would like to enhance the park’s name, and in light of
its history and its nature the title of Oatley Bushland Park
does seem appropriate. If you agree with such a name
change we would value your signing the supporting
document. Copies will
be available at our stall at the Oatley
th
Lions Festival on 20 Oct.

FIGHT FOR BAMBARA

Bambara is an area of about 73 hectares at Kariong near
Gosford, where a group is fighting to protect important
bushland from development. It has 35 known species of
threatened flora and fauna, many Aboriginal engravings
and curious rock carvings known as the Egyptian
Hieroglyphs. Most of the area is wooded but privately
owned. Development applications have been made over
the years, but all, so far, have been rejected by the Land
and Environment Court. Earlier this year, a small part was
purchased by Gosford Council and will be included in a
national park. The group continues to battle for the
preservation of the remaining unprotected bushland. See
photos and an outline of the campaign @
http://www.bambara4nationalpark.com/

THE KIMBERLEY REGION

The Wilderness Society notes that the Kimberley region of
northern WA is one of the world’s great natural and
Indigenous cultural regions, and one of very few in
Australia, to have retained its native fauna diversity without
extinction since European settlement.
Unfortunately it is now staring down the barrel of full-scale
industrialisation as Woodside seeks to make it the world’s
second largest gas hub. This will involve drilling a series of
offshore gas mines, and blasting multiple reef systems to
allow the dredging of a massive sea port. It will become a
marine ’dead zone’ with gas super-tankers as the only
things moving through the water. Woodside and its partners
plan to clear an area of Aboriginal land around James Price
Point some 24 times larger than Melbourne’s CBD.
Yet there are economically-viable ways to extract gas much
more responsibly, both environmentally and socially.
www.wilderness.org.au/

COAL SEAM GAS

CSG produced in NSW represents a small but growing
proportion of our gas needs. The main supply comes from
other States, but, on current forecasts, the supply will soon
fall short of the winter peak demand. Because gas-fired
electricity can be turned on and off to meet fluctuations in
demand, it is more efficient than coal fire that cannot be
turned off, and compliments intermittent sources of
renewable energy such as solar and wind. The NSW
Government promises to ensure that the growth in the CSG
industry is responsibly managed so that the expansion of
CSG production will help meet growing energy needs.
www.resources.nsw.gov.au/coal-seam-gas
However,
the
many
proposals for environmentally dangerous mining in
sensitive areas are sparking anti-mining protests across
Australia, and even in the Sydney region.
www.nogasmininginsydney.com/

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St Oatley [cnr Letitia St] starting at 7.45pm, usually on the fourth
Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS

Oct 22nd (Mon) 7.45pm regular monthly meeting with Associate Professor Glenda Wardle speaking about her
desert experiences and highlighting the unique landscape with a PowerPoint presentation. Glenda is an ecologist
from the Desert Ecology Research Group, and has travelled extensively throughout the Simpson Desert studying
its endemic plants and animals.
Oct 27-28th Field Weekend: Capertee National Park. There is accommodation for 12 people, more if some are
prepared to share; there are two rooms for sleeping four. Activities will include bird watching and some short
walks along the Capertee River. There will be some owl call play back equipment, bat traps and spotlighting.
Leader: Deb Andrew T 9570 2695 mob 0432834057. Those wishing to participate must let Deb know before the
24th [message bank only on the home phone, not on the mobile].
Oct 28th (Sun) Cruelty Free Festival 10 to 5pm Belmore Park, Haymarket Sydney
Nov 26th (Mon) 7.45pm regular monthly meeting with, Gary Darby speaking on Aboriginal Art
Dec 1st (Sat) Field Day to Warragamba Dam - Leader: Alison Gilroy
Dec 3rd (Mon) Christmas Picnic / BBQ
Feb 4th (Mon) AGM 7.45pm, election of officers, followed by members’ photos and social supper

SEPTEMBER TALK: KOMODO DRAGONS

Following
a nail-biting technical malfunction resolved at the
th
11 hour, our speaker, Dr David Kirshner, gave a very
entertaining
presentation on
the
Komodo
dragon (Varanus
komodoensis). It
is the largest
living
monitor
lizard species, up
to three metres
long and 130
kilograms. David,
a monitor lizard expert, with two companions, travelled to
Komodo, Rinca, Flores, Gili Motang and Padar, the islands
of Indonesia inhabited by these giants. We saw video
footage aplenty in a very interesting PowerPoint
presentation of the dragons in their natural environment.
Particularly keen eyes and focused cameras captured well
camouflaged lizards and snakes. There was, however, no
footage of the largest snakes in the world found in Snake
Palace Cave on West Flores. Perhaps this is an opening for
one of our more intrepid members to speak at a future
meeting! [Summary Matt Allison Program Manager]
th

WALKS IN SEPTEMBER

1. On Sept 29 Julian Sheen led an 11.5 km walk covering
five beautiful beaches from Collaroy to Manly
th
2. On 30 Sept the
Whaite family led an
excursion to the
mountain
named
after
Harry,
to
honour his memory
and scatter his and
Olive’s ashes. They
were accompanied
by
five
OFF
members and ably led by Ian Pitt.

OATLEY CALENDAR

This is the cover page of Oatley
Heritage and Historical Society’s soon
to be published calendar. It will be
available at the Lions Festival and from
the Oatley Heritage and Historical
Society. [$15 for 1 or $25 for 2]

HASSAN'S WALLS WALK

OFF is planning a guided walk to see the orchids at
Hassan's Walls in November next year. Details will be in the
2013 program when it is published.

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH

This is a regular testing program by volunteers of the creek
lines flowing through to the Georges River. The Group next
rd
gathers at 9am on Tuesday 23 Oct. For more detail ring
Sharyn (9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291 879.

FOR NOTING [NB]

Oatley Lions Village Festival on Sat Oct 20th
Cross Currents Festival at Garrison Point, Georges Hall,
on 17th Nov celebrating National Water Week.
waterinthelandscape.org.au

Speakers: Our Program Officer is looking for interesting
speakers on subjects related to flora and fauna for some
of our meetings next year. If you have any suggestions
please contact Matt on 9570 8271.
Walks: Our Field Officer is looking for people to lead
interesting walks. Please contact Alison on 9580 5557
Cruelty Free Festival Sun 28th Oct. Find out how to save
animals Belmore Park in Haymarket. //crueltyfreefestival.org.au/
Membership You can opt to renew your membership for
2013 by direct bank transfer – [more detail when the
renewal notice is sent out]. OFF is also inviting and
encouraging donations. These to go into the “President’s
Fund” and it is from this fund that OFF donates to
dynamic environmental groups.
New members are most welcome. If you are on the
internet, click here for some details for joining .
Mulga Road Books 89 Mulga Rd Oatley W has a wide
range of quality second hand books. http://rotarcap.com/mrb/.
Oatley Heritage & Historical Society: The next meeting is on
Monday, 29th Oct 12, 2-4 pm www.oatleyheritagegroup.com
OFF Annual Dinner is on 9th Nov, 7 pm at SouthHurstville RSL.
The theme will be HATS. A hat of any sort decorated or not, will be
required for entry. The price will be $38 per person. Details of the
menu will be available when booking at the October meeting. We
hope that you will be able to join us. Donations of things for raffle
prizes will be gratefully accepted. As we have to prearrange the
catering your pre-booking is a must.

HASSAN'S WALLS ORCHIDS, LITHGOW

Hassan’s Wall Reserve of just 770 hectares is an important
centre for native orchids. Three enthusiastic amateur
botanists have collated considerable detail of orchids in the
Reserve, and a 40-page paperback has just been published,
sponsored by the Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment
Management Authority. It has colour illustrations and notes
on 60 native orchids including a table of flowering times.
www.lithgowmercury.com.au/.The booklet will be on sale for $10
at the next OFF meeting and at the Oatley Lions Festival.
OFF Hon. Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223, T9580 6621, off@oatleypark.com Hon. Editor: John Davoren
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDER’S OFFICE (EDO)

The EDO is in danger of losing the government funding it
needs to continue its valuable work. With over 25 years’
experience in environmental law, it has a proven track
record. Its role in assisting and supporting the community
on environmental, heritage, development and planning
issues, providing free legal advice, workshops and court
cases is critical for ensuring community participation and
confidence in the environmental planning system. The
NSW community will be greatly disadvantaged by the loss
of the only legal centre in the State providing such
specialist services. You are encouraged to write to the
Premier
and
others,
stating
your
concerns.
www.edo.org.au/edonsw/ www.edo.org.au/edonsw/site/pdf/annualreports/

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

Biodiversity, or biological diversity, is the variety of all
species on earth. It is the different plants, animals and
microorganisms, their genes, and the terrestrial, marine
and freshwater ecosystems of which they are a part.
Biodiversity is essential for our existence. It provides the
fundamental building blocks for the many goods and
services needed for a healthy environment. These include
clean air, fresh water and food products, as well as the
many other products such as timber and fiber. Other
important services provided by our biodiversity include
recreational, cultural and spiritual nourishment that
maintain our personal and social wellbeing. Looking after
our biodiversity is an important task for all people. Over the
last 200 years, Australia has suffered the largest
documented decline in biodiversity of any continent, and
despite efforts to manage threats, it is still in decline.
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/

AN EAGLE HAS LANDED

Sydney still has large birds of prey living in its suburbs. A
pair of White-breasted Sea eagles has successfully nested
for a number of years at Newington Nature Reserve, and
Birdlife Australia’s Discovery Centre cameras monitor the
th
nest. www.sea-eaglecam.org/video.html .On 14
Oct, OFF
members Liz Cameron and Graham Fry were on volunteer
duty at the Discovery Centre when the camera showed that
one of the two chicks in the nest was severely distressed.
An immediate attempted rescue failed as the climber could
not get to the nest, 20m above the ground. The next day, a
cherry picker enabled Graham, with his bird handling
experience to carry out the rescue. The bird had ingested a
fishhook from a fish brought in by its parents. A vet
removed the hook with a small incision in the throat; the
bird stayed at the animal hospital overnight, returning to the
nest the next day.
The two 8-week-old birds each weigh 2.5kg. and have a
wingspan of over a metre. There was concern that the
usually very caring parents might abandon the nest, but the
mother was back feeding on the same day. They continue
to flourish; the sick bird is healthy and should to be ready to
fly in a few weeks.
The vet advised that it is becoming quite common to have
birds brought in due to swallowing fishhooks. This was a
successful outcome, but without the intervention, the bird
would have died. It was a great privilege to be able to take
part in the rescue. [Report by Graham Fry]. For a dramatic
presentation of this event go to: www.youtube.com/
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BIRDS OF OATLEY PARK
The park provides a sanctuary for many species of birds,
some of which nest within its boundaries. Others simply
use the park and its tidal boundaries as part of their wider
search for food and shelter, returning regularly to the park,
but nesting elsewhere. A number of migratory birds also
find the bush-covered peninsula a convenient stopover on
their long flights. It is difficult to say exactly how many
species occur within the park and around its edges at any
single moment and numbers fluctuate depending on such
variables as time of year and availability of food. A number
of lists of birds of the park have been made over the years
by OFF. 115 different species were recorded between 1973
and 75, but many listed then have not been seen recently
or appear rarely. The improvement to Lime Kiln wetlands
has attracted a number of species not previously recorded
for the area. 145 are now species listed on the website.
http://off.oatleypark.com/birdsofoatleypark.html

NEW LOGO FOR THE SOCIETY
Last year a sub-committee of OFF developed guidelines for
creating a new logo, and this year we invited local graphic
designers to submit designs. Tim James’ striking design of
a magpie’s head superimposed on a
flannel flower (a common and iconic plant
in Oatley Park) has been selected. We are
in the process of incorporating versions of
the new logo for OFF News [the first try is
as above], our website, and our letterhead.

SUSTAINABLE WATER

Clean water is essential for life, but most people in the
developed world do not think much about water use [even if
ever increasing demand will require more dams]. In
developing nations, the search for safe drinking water can
be a daily crisis. Millions die each year, mostly children,
from preventable diseases from contaminated water and
little sanitation. Freshwater scarcity is a growing problem,
with the depletion of groundwater, and drying up of rivers,
lakes, and irrigation on which people depend to grow their
food. Due to the dedicated efforts of governments and
NGOs since the 1992 Earth Summit, safe drinking water
has been made available to an additional 1.7 billion people,
with projects ranging from modern piped plumbing to
rainwater collection and storage. However, an estimated
880 million people still do not have regular access to clean
water, and 2.7 billion are without adequate sanitation.
Policymakers will struggle to lower these numbers as the
planet's population rises by an expected three billion in the
next 50 to 75 years. About 5,000 children die each day from
preventable diseases spread by contaminated water. There
is fierce competition for clean water. Agriculture claims the
lion's share of freshwater worldwide, soaking up some 70%
and industry 22%. environment.nationalgeographic.

FORESTS: PILLIGA SCRUB

The Wilderness Society notes that the Pilliga Scrub, of over
500,000 hectares is one of 15 national biodiversity hotspots
identified by the Federal Government. Mining company
Eastern Star Gas wants to turn the Pilliga into a massive
industrial development zone. Its initial plan is for a huge
1100 well coal seam gas development, fragmenting some
85,000 hectares of forest. www.wilderness.org.au/

Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St Oatley [cnr Letitia St] starting at 7.45pm, usually on the fourth
Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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COMING EVENTS
Nov 26th (Mon) 7.45pm regular monthly meeting and a social supper [please bring a plate].
Dr Garry Darby will be speaking on Aboriginal Art. He is an Art Historian from the University of Sydney, with
three degrees in Art History. He lectures in a wide range of art-historical subjects such as Modernism, Australian
Art, Italian Renaissance and French Impressionism, but his specialty is Australian Aboriginal Art.
Dec 1st (Sat) Field Day to Warragamba Dam. Meet outside the visitors centre at Warragamba dam at 10.30. It
is about 1 hour from Oatley, via M5, M7, and Elizabeth Drive. Take the ED exit from M7, go left and proceed to
the end of Elizabeth Dr, turn left at the roundabout, then first right to Park Rd. Follow the Warragamba dam
signs, and end up at the visitors centre at the dam. It will take about 2 hours to see the exhibits, but sadly, there
will be no access to the dam wall during this visit. We will BYO lunch in the dam’s picnic area, and then there will be
an optional side trip going to Bents basin for a walk up a hill to get some district views. Leader: Alison Gilroy
Dec 3rd (Mon) OFF Picnic in the Park, This is our annual Christmas get-together. It will be in Oatley Park at the
Steamroller from 5.30pm. BYO food, drinks, picnic chairs, table etc. Barbecues are available if there is no fire
alert announced. For any queries, ring Liz Cameron 9580 6621.
Feb 4th (Mon) 7.45pm Annual General Meeting with the election of officers, members photos and a social
supper. Members are encouraged to bring and display interesting photos; 22.5 is the recommended benchmark!
nd

TALK ON THE SIMPSON DESERT

ON 22 October Dr Glenda Wardle, botanist and joint
leader of Desert Ecology Research Group at University of
Sydney gave a fascinating presentation on boom and bust
cycles in the Simpson Desert, following one the longest (22
years) and most comprehensive arid zone research projects
in Australia. Carpets of wildflowers and graphs of hundreds
of interactions between flowers and their myriad insect
pollinators illustrated the response to extreme rainfall in
2011. There was a 600-fold increase in some flowers and
seeds and an eruption of Australian long-haired rats that
were discovered to prey on other small mammals. A
highlight of the presentation was video, filmed by torchlight,
of mice feverishly nibbling on green pea flowers on the
crown of a shrub. ! [Summary Matt Allison Program Manager]

CAPERTEE NP WEEKEND - OCT 27TH

Twelve headed to Capertee National Park for the weekend.
The days were mild to cool, and we enjoyed the beautiful
vista to Black Mountain in Mugii Murum-ban State
Conservation Area at sunset. We then nestled around the
fire in the “Port Macquarie” homestead, in the cool evening.
We did two easy-going walks, one along the beautifully
cropped (by wombats and kangaroos) grassy Microlena
banks of the Ulumbra Creek flowing from the western crown
lands into Capertee NP. The crystal clear pools flow over a
river stone bed and grand old River Oaks (Casuarina
cunninghamiana) providing shady resting spots. The next
day we walked along the shaded
banks of the Capertee River, east
from the caretaker’s cottage, to a
potential
swimming
spot
at
Policeman’s
Point.
Distances
covered were not great; our priority
was on spotting birds and plants.
We saw some 75 bird species over the weekend, with 4 new
species recorded for the National Park. [Report by Deb Andrew,
event leader].

OATLEY LIONS FESTIVAL 20TH OCTOBER

This popular event attracts over 12,000 local residents each
year and raises $30,000 for community projects. Thanks to
all members who helped at our stall or dropped by for a
chat. The stall helps raise OFF’s profile in the community
and to share information and appreciation of native plants
and animals. Alan Fairley raised $60 from sale of native
plants and we gained a new member. A number signed the
document in support of a change of name to the Oatley
Bushland Park.

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH

This is a regular testing program by volunteers of the creek
lines flowing through to the Georges River. The Group next
th
gathers at 9am on Tuesday 27 Nov. For more detail ring Sharyn
(9579 1262) or Heather (0425 291 879.

FOR NOTING

Speakers: Our Program Officer is looking for interesting
speakers on subjects related to flora and fauna for some
of our meetings next year. If you have any suggestions
please contact Matt on 9570 8271.
Walks: Our Field Officer is looking for people to lead
interesting walks. Please contact Alison on 9580 5557
Membership You can opt to renew your membership for
2013 by direct bank transfer – [more detail in the
renewal notice]. OFF is also inviting and encouraging
donations. These to go into the “President’s Fund” and it
is from this fund that OFF donates to dynamic
environmental groups. New members are most welcome.
If on the internet, click here for more about OFF .
Council development controls based on scientific data
could be tossed out if the NSW Government adopts
proposals in the Planning Green Paper, in effect handing
planning controls to developers. www.colongwilderness.org.au
.Hassan’s Wall Orchids feature in a colour booklet of
that name, with illustrations and notes on 60 native
orchids and flowering times. www.lithgowmercury.com.au/ .
OFF is planning a guided walk to see the orchids next
November
Total Environment Centre (TEC) invitation to their 40th
birthday bash/fund raiser at Lion Gates Lodge in the
Botanic Gardens on 22nd Nov, 6-8 pm. Tickets $45. RSVP
required. Go to www.tec.org.au/tecs-40th-anniversary
The Gardens of Stone Visitors Map $7.50 plus $1.50
postage. Buy the map online (www.bluemountains.org.au/),
write to BMCS, PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 with
your cheque or money order,
SNOWY MOUNTAINS 2012
Our annual trip to Smiggins Chalet is from Sat Jan 12 th to Sat
19th January. [Costs per night are $110 double or twin share,
$50 extra adult, $90 single, and $42 per child 6-18]. For
information and booking, phone Robin Dickson on 9580 5663.

THE OFF ANNUAL
DINNER
th

This year it was on Friday 9 Nov., forty people complied
with the entry requirement wearing a fancy hat. Trevor Revis
entertained us singing three lovely unaccompanied songs
with an Australian flavour. The raffle raised $200 that has
been donated to the Environmental Defenders Office.
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