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AGM FIRST MEETING OF 2016
Best wishes for 2016 to all our members and friends are
extended by the 2015 Committee. The first meeting this year
will be the Annual General Meeting on Monday, 1st February
at the Oatley RSL. General Meetings will be at the RSL from
now on, and from 7.30 to 9.30pm. [See notes below]
HUMAN CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL WARMING?
In the Global Warming Controversy, campaigning to undermine
public trust in climate science has been described as a
"denial machine" of industrial, political and ideological
interests, supported by conservative media and sceptical
bloggers in manufacturing uncertainty about global
warming.[9][10] In the public debate, phrases such as climate
scepticism have frequently been used with the same
meaning as climate denialism.[11] The labels are contested;
those actively challenging climate science commonly
describe themselves as "sceptics", but many do not comply
with scientific scepticism and, regardless of evidence, continue
to deny human caused global warming.[3] [https://en.wikipedia.org/] &
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_denial

DRILLING IN THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT
The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority [NOPSEMA] says it is not satisfied
by BP’s environment plan for deep-sea drilling off Australia’s
southern coastline.
The regulator says BP will have to modify its environment
plan before any drilling can go ahead. “After a thorough and
rigorous assessment, it has determined that the environment
plan does not yet meet the criteria for acceptance under the
environment regulations, and has so advised BP”.
http://indaily.com.au/news
australian-bight

;

“https://www.wilderness.org.au/campaigns/great-

20TH NOVEMBER: RIVER BOAT POSTMAN CRUISE
Thirty OFF members took part in the last outing of 2015.
After a relatively early start in order to get to Hawkesbury
River station by 10am, we boarded the boat for a very
pleasant 3-hour cruise on the
Hawkesbury River. There was a
good
commentary
and
the
participants were surprised at the
number and extent of the many
small settlements along the
shoreline. We dropped off mail at most stops except for one,
where we were met by a dog who gratefully accepted his
regular anzac biscuit!
It was a very hot day but the cooling breeze on the water
helped to keep us comfortable. After a nice lunch we arrived
back at the wharf at 1pm in time to catch the train back to
Central and onto Oatley. Whilst the day was not as active as
some outings, it was a good opportunity to socialise and I
think most people enjoyed the day. [Report by Field Day Leader
Graham Fry]

OFF MEETINGS AT OATLEY RSL, FROM 1ST FEB.
The decision to move our meetings from the Uniting Church
Hall in Frederick St has not been taken lightly, and there is
some regret at ending such a long and cordial association
with the Church. However, the new venue is suitable in many
ways, with good acoustics, sound system, projector, and
screen. It also has good seating and more parking spaces.

Jan/Feb 2016

BADGERYS CREEK ENVIRONMENT
The Colong Foundation believes that overflights from the
proposed Western Sydney Airport will cause significant
noise impacts to wilderness in the Blue Mountains. The
Foundation fears that if the airport is approved the Blue
Mountains will lose its green cachet and affect its touristbased economy. “The proposed Badgerys Creek Airport
draft environmental impact statement has confirmed a 24hour a day operation and a lower quality of life for the people
of Western Sydney. The noise from 24-hour-a-day airport
operation will cause sleep interruption for many people and
the road traffic associated with the proposed airport will
create unacceptable levels of smog. To be fair, the people
who live in the eastern half of Sydney should get the 24
hours a day airport, as the existing airport can disperse its
air pollution, but a Western Sydney airport, jammed up
against the Blue Mountains cannot,” notes Keith Muir,
Colong
Foundation
for
Wilderness.
https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/media-releases/

EARTH HOUR 2016
During Earth Hour, hundreds of millions of people around the
world turn off their lights for one hour to show their
commitment to helping the planet, a symbolic reminder that
the world’s environmental issues do not have to overwhelm
us. Small things we do every day will make a better future
and make change happen. So whether you reflect under the
stars or celebrate by candlelight, turn off your lights and
show you will do your part to protect our planet.
On 19TH March turn out your lights from 8:30pm for one hour to show your
commitment to a better future. http://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/earth-hour
THE POWERFUL OWL PROJECT
Chris Lloyd keeps us informed on developments in this Birds
in Backyards Project. Particularly helpful is the update of
December, noting, among many items, that they have 120
volunteers working in the program, 50 recruited in 2015.
Car strikes continue to be a major threat to Powerful Owls in
the urban area. From data supplied by WIRES, Taronga
Zoo, AWCN and local vets, there have been 22 fatal car
strikes since March 2012 in Sydney. The data collected is
really important for the effective management of the
threatened urban Powerful Owl populations, and is shared
with
land
managers
and
local
councils.
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/ & https://www.newcastle.edu.au/

GREAT BARRIER REEF MARINE PARK
The Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS) has
pointed to the collapse in Chinese thermal coal imports as
another reason to stop dredging in the Marine Park and
World Heritage Area. Figures show Chinese imports of coal
are down by 39% compared to last year.
AMCS argues that the collapse of the seaborne coal industry
is further evidence that dredging in the Reef’s waters for coal
is bad for the economy and the environment. It is more
important to protect the Reef than to protect coal.
Mining and burning coal is one of the leading causes of
global warming. It causes the waters of the Reef to warm and
become more acidic. Unless we reduce our reliance on coal
and move to renewables, we are risking the future of the
Great Barrier Reef. http://www.marineconservation.org.au/

Meetings of the Society are now held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
st
Feb 1 (Mon) 7.30pm. Annual General Meeting at the Oatley with the election of officers and review of the work of the
Society. If you are interested in nominating for the committee, please contact Liz Cameron. If you have interesting photos
please bring them for a “PowerPoint presentation”, [sorry no slides, must be digital photos on CD or memory stick!]. The meeting
will close with a social supper – please bring a plate.
Feb 22nd (Mon) 7.30pm regular monthly meeting, now at the Oatley RSL. Our speaker is Dr Dennys Angrove a former CSIRO
Atmospheric Scientist addressing the question of whether climate change is supported by science. Dennys is now a volunteer
on the Climate Citizens Lobby.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT for 2015
Rodger Robertson - Treasurer
Income
Subscriptions
Donations
Sales Stalls etc.
NSW Gov Grant Drain Project
Interest (cheque Acct)
Annual dinner
2015 Calendar sales
2016 Calendar sales
Capertee trip
Sydney Observatory trip
Miscellaneous income
Total income
Expenses
OFF Newsletter printing postage
Insurance
PO box rental
Church Hall hire
Dept Fair Trading
Oatley Lions stall
Sydney Observatory Trip
Bushcare day
Donations and Membership
Annual dinner
2016 Calendar expenses
Capertee expenses
Drain Project expenditure
Miscellaneous
2015 Calendar profit - OHHS/Lions
Total
P/L

2015
$3,940.00
$1,982.00
$308.00
$4,550.00
$3.46
$3,390.00
$909.00
$1,023.00
$0.00
$0.00
$345.00
$16,450.46

2014
$3,650.00
$1,445.00
$301.00
$0.00
$1.27
$2,534.00
$9,834.50
$0.00
$1,100.00
$336.00
$200.00
$19,401.77

-$1,098.24
-$295.00
-$115.00
-$477.00
-$53.00
0
0
-$97.97
-$3,135.00
-$3,555.00
-$1,000.00
0
-$3,474.10
-$186.96
$1568.00
-$15,055.27

-$1,111.39
-$275.00
‐$107.00
-$432.00
-$52.00
-$130.00
‐$16.00
-$202.40
-$695.70
-$1,724.00
-$7,562.63
-$960.74
0
-$407.43
0
$17,763.32

$1,395.19

$1’637.95

2015
$10,322.51
$0
$1,395.19
$11,717.70
$8,176.00
$19,893.70

2014
$5,847.53
$2,873.03
$1,637.95
$10,322.51
$8,000.00
$18,322.51

Notes.
1. NCC membership shown with donations.
2. Accounts included advance subscriptions and donations for
2016.
3. Interest from Term Deposit account was $176 and is not
included in above P/L accounts. 4. 2015 Calendar profit of was
split evenly between OFF, OHHS and Oatley Lions. It was mostly
earned in 2014 but paid out in 2015.
5. 2016 Calendar money in excess of OFF seed of $1000 will be
repaid to OHHS. If profit on project is realised, then profits will
be shared as in previous years.
6.Unpresented Cheque of $235 to Ross Crates not in accounts
7.Drains Project account still to spend $1075.90.
Rodger Robertson 13/1/16
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lean Up Australia Day 2016 Sunday 6th March. Details of OFF
participation will be in next News and at the February
meeting. http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au
arth Hour will be held on 19th March between 8.30 and 9.30pm
local time. www.timeanddate.com/earth-hour
yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 23rd Feb
Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].

atley Flora & Fauna on facebook highlighting Oatley &
Surrounds with latest news alerts https://www.facebook.com/
atley Heritage & Historical Soc. [OHHS] AGM Friday 26th Feb
at the RSL at 10.00am. http://www.oatleyhistory.org.au/

Newsletter

for

Parks

&

Wildlife

Supporters

http://www.fnpw.org.au/

enew Membership – Welcome New Members. Members may
opt to pay their membership fee by direct bank transfer – [details
in the renewal notice due out soon]. Please include your name if
you pay by direct transfer. Details of OFF Membership are on our
website at http://off.oatleypark.com/

Donations

2015

2014

Nature Conservation Council
Sydney Wildlife

$350.00
$0

$310
$200

NSW CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME
The EDO notes that the NSW Government is inviting public
comments on developing a container deposit scheme for
NSW.
Container deposit schemes use rewards to encourage people
to return their drink containers to a collection point. They
reward environmentally responsible behaviour, reduce drink
container pollution and increase recycling. The Government
has released a discussion paper that outlines the key
elements of a scheme and presents two possible models.
Submissions are invited until Friday 26 February 2016. Read

Batter Planning Network

$0

$250

more and have your say

Environmental Defenders Office

$1,000.00

$600

Colong Foundation

$400.00

$300

Wilderness Soc

$0.00

$300

WIRES

$200.00

$0

Kuringai Bats

$285.00

$300

Total Environment Centre

$150.00

$150

Blue Mountains Conservation Soc

$300.00

$300

Sydney Metro Wildlife

$0.00

$100

Friends of Royal

$0.00

$30

Lock the Gate

$250.00

$250

NCC PSW donation
Climate Council

$0
$5000

$100
$00

Kuringai Bats

$285

$300

Better Planning Network

$0

$250

Total

$3,135.00

$3,390

Bank Reconciliation
Balance at Jan 1 2015
Transfer from Fixed account
Profit on year
Cheque account balance 31/12/15
12-month term deposit (net)
Total balance at bank 31 Dec

The Leader finally published the photos and LKB/ drain
stencilling story in the Wed 20th January 2016 edition. More
at http://www.theleader.com.au/story/

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223, 9580 6621 mailto:off@oatleypark.com Editor: John Davoren. O.F.F News
is on our website before our monthly meetings, and the hyperlinks give you much more information. Do go on line!

http://off.oatleypark.com
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OUR 60 AGM WAS ON 1 FEB. AT RSL OATLEY
Details of the meeting are on our website. Summaries of the
Presidential Address and Secretary’s Report for 2015 are
presented here.
GRAHAM LALCHERE’S PRESIDENTIAL SUMMARY.
I would like to thank the outgoing committee, and to thank Sue
Howard who has agreed to continue helping out with flyer
distribution and dinner organisation, John Davoren continuing on
as Editor, and the Hospitality and Welcome group - Val Douglas,
Bev Watters, Sue de Beuzeville and Vicki Bolling.
We had a very good 60th year, including the successful celebratory
dinner, among the usual high quality events, organised by our field
and program officers.
“Thinking Globally, Acting Locally” is an old slogan but it is still
relevant, in a world shrinking due to modern communication and
transport.
An article, It's in the Stars*, in ReNew magazine discussed the
importance of choosing energy efficient appliances, reducing
energy use and the production of pollutants, greenhouse gas
emissions, and heat. We should not select appliances solely on
cost, and should also take into account the life cycle costs, and
energy use.
OFF does many things locally. The more we can make locals aware
of environmental impacts, the less will there be. Our walks and talks
are local actions with a wider educational value. Many would not
learn of these things if they were not OFF members, and we must
gather more members and visitors. The quality of our speakers is
also important. Our first speaker in 2015, Cameron Webb, was
consulted on ABC radio and quoted in the Sydney Morning Herald,
as an expert on the topic of mosquito borne diseases. Thanks Matt
Alison for a quality program.
OFF also lobbies the three tiers of government, presenting the
views of locals on many issues, including sewer overflows into
Dairy Creek, street trees, bushcare, Lime Kiln Bay GPT cleaning,
Oatley Park Plan of Management, and dumping silt in Oatley Park.
Participating in local events, and submissions on matters such as
Sydney Water’s sewage treatment licences, helps spread the
environmental message. Reducing energy use at home, and
possibly at work, will have effects both globally and on our pockets.
This can be achieved by choosing the most efficient appliances.
Quoting from the article I referred to above*, “Achieving the best
energy efficiency, becomes a combination of buying the item that
uses the least amount of energy to achieve the functionality you
require, and operating it in a way that maintains optimal efficiency
over its life cycle.”
We should also address the question of the need for a specific
appliance, whether it improves our life, warrants using the
resources required in its manufacture, and how to recycle it. Most
appliances contain a lot of materials and embedded energy and it
is best to retain these items, and re-use them and avoid the
production of replacements.
The Internet is very useful, with on-line petitions and submissions,
and investment choices can also have an influence. Many
superannuation funds are divesting from coal, and that can be an
issue you can address with your funds, and investment vehicles.
Our actions for next year? Issues continuing from last year
include our project in Lime Kiln Bay Wetlands, dumping of sediment
in Oatley Park, sewage problems, street trees, Oatley Park PoM,
increasing our membership, our strategic planning workshop, and
possible council amalgamations.

Feb/March 2016

LIZ CAMERON’S SECRETARIAL SUMMARY
For the Society’s 60th anniversary Sue Howard organised a gala
dinner attended by 50 members. Graham Lalchere reviewed OFF’s
recent environmental actions and Julian Sheen painted a picture of
Oatley’s history up to the founding of OFF. Alan Fairley updated his
history of the Society - Being Green - with a chapter on the activities
and challenges of the past decade.
A major initiative was the Lime Kiln Bay Wetland Awareness
Project, funded by the NSW Environment Minister’s Office and
supported by Hurstville City Council. A team led by Kim Wagstaff
produced and distributed a brochure on the Wetland’s structure and
function, its wildlife, and water quality. Drains in the catchment were
stencilled with slogans to remind people that rubbish in gutters ends
up in the Wetland, and Melina Amerasinghe posted comprehensive
information on the project on OFF’s website.
Methods of waste management were investigated on OFF outings
to the wastewater and a garbage treatment plant in Western
Sydney. On Clean Up Australia Day Alison Gilroy supervised an
OFF site in Poulton Park, South Hurstville.
Fifteen OFF members at a ‘pop-up’ picnic at Woronora Dam
publicised the threat to Sydney’s water supply from underground
mining, and OFF made submissions to inquiries into mine
developments. Prior to the State elections, OFF canvassed the
three candidates for Oatley regarding their green credentials, and
posted the questions and their responses on our website.
Average attendance at meetings was 48. Matt Allison lined up
excellent speakers including Dr Cameron Webb on Mosquitoes,
and Dr Arthur White on Ghost Bats and Cane Toads. Field days
arranged by Graham Fry attracted an average of 18 participants;
most popular were Julian Sheen’s walk in the Eastern Suburbs
(31), the Riverboat Postman Cruise (30), and the December picnic
in Oatley Park (40).
Shaun Keays-Byrne and Matt Allison were successful in reestablishing a Bushcare team in Oatley Park, meeting one
Saturday a month. Also in Oatley Park, Alan Fairley led walks to
highlight the local flora – one for 40 appreciative Australian Plants
Society members, and another in co-operation with Hurstville
Council on Wattle Day (25 participants).
OFF stalls operated at Hurstville Council’s Australia Day Festival
and Bushcare Major Day Out (both in Oatley Park), National Tree
Day and Oatley Lions Festival. Two pop-up stalls in Oatley at the
end of the year sold Oatley Heritage and Historical Society’s 2016
calendar (for which OFF provided a seeding loan). Over $3000 was
donated to nine other conservation organisations, including $1000
to the Environmental Defender’s Office. Membership has grown to
over 300, thanks to Robin Dickson’s nurturing. Some older
members resigned because they were leaving the district; notable
was Dr Betty Hall (joined 1968) who congratulated OFF on the good
work it does.
John Davoren received a Hurstville Council’s Volunteer
Recognition Award for the diligence and imagination he has put into
OFF News over the past eight years. In its anniversary year OFF
was recognised by an Environmental Achievement Award at the St
George Community Awards ceremony.
EARTH HOUR 2016
During EARTH HOUR, hundreds of millions of people around the world turn
off their lights for an hour to show a commitment to helping the planet, a
symbolic reminder that environmental issues do not have to overwhelm us.
So please, turn off your lights and show you will do your part to protect our
planet. On 19TH March turn out your lights from 8:30pm for one hour to show
your commitment to a better future. http://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/earth-hour

Meetings of the Society held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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UPCOMING EVENTS [Note some dates changed from earlier announcements]
Feb 20th (Sat) Lime Kiln Bay Wetland Free guided walks. [Also Mar 19th as at http://off.oatleypark.com/?page_id=4453.]
Feb 22nd (Mon) 7.30pm regular monthly meeting, now at the Oatley RSL. Our speaker is Dr Dennys Angrove a former CSIRO
Atmospheric Scientist, and his topic: Is climate change supported by science? Dennys is now a volunteer on the Climate Citizens
Lobby.
Feb 27th (Sat) Field Day Coastal Walk from Scarborough to Thirroul. Meet at Scarborough Pub Carpark at 10.15am, for an
easy walk of approximately 7.5kms. Pub cafe at the beginning if you arrive early, and walk finishes close to the Beaches Hotel at
Thirroul, so refreshments are available, or bring your own everything, picnic food and swimmers are recommended. Public
transport; 8.38am train from Mortdale, 8.40am from Oatley, change at Sutherland for 9.01am, arrive at Scarborough station at
9.45am. Walk 15 minutes south to our walk commencement point. Return in the afternoon, from Thirroul station at 2.53pm or
4.00pm. Contact Sharyn Cullis 0421 714 391 or mailto: go_river_@hotmail.com
Mar 6th (Sun) Clean Up Australia Day #. This year OFF is working around Lime Kiln Bay and the edge of Oatley Park. Everyone
is invited to come for an hour or stay the whole morning. Meet at Jinna Reserve, bottom of Pamela Ave, Sth Peakhurst any time
after 8.30am. Bags provided, but bring your rubber boots and gloves as it will be near high tide.

OFF HISTORY
In 2005, the Society published Alan Fairley’s Being Green, a
history to celebrate and record the achievements of our first
50 years. Now he has compiled the history from 2006 to 2015,
tracking the activities and challenges of another decade for
the Society. We hope to have printed copies available soon, and
it is already on the web site.
SNOWY MOUNTAINS EVENT
The Friends of OFF’s annual
sojourn in the Snowy Mountains
changed this year from the usual
Smiggin Holes Chalet to Pygmy
Possum Lodge, at Charlotte’s
Pass.
Sixteen members stayed for
various periods of up to a week.
There were more stairs than at
Smiggin, and the shared kitchen
was a bit of a challenge, but it was a convivial party, and the
lodge was comfortable. http://www.eloueraskiclub.asn.au/lodges
MEDIAN STRIP NOW REMOVED
It is noted with regret that the
work on the Oatley Railway
Station lift included the removal
of the hedge [shown here >]
growing for many years along
the median strip of Mulga Road
near the underpass. It will be
replaced by a metal fence and
low-growing Lomandra.
NATIVE WILDLIFE AT RISK
The Wilderness Society notes that Australia has the 3rd
highest rate of land clearing of any developed nation in the
world. In NSW alone, 1,000 native wildlife species are at risk
of extinction We must protect what is left of our natural
environment to protect our heritage, ensure our children have
access to clean air, fresh water and healthy food, and to
preserve the future of farming. However, the NSW
Government is planning to weaken the laws protecting our
natural environment. A very similar process recently
undertaken in QLD resulted in hundreds of thousands of trees
being destroyed, killing countless native animals and
releasing huge amounts of carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere. https://www.wilderness.org.au/
VIRTUAL FENCES TO HELP SAVE WILDLIFE
Introduced to Australia by Sydney-based Wildlife Safety
Solutions, “Virtual Fencing” is an active electronic protection
system that prevents animals from crossing the road when a
vehicle is approaching. The device activated by approaching
headlights causes it to emit sound and light stimuli to alert,
startle and prevent animals from entering the road. The
audible alert and blue and yellow strobe-type LED lights are
an innovative concept based on proven technologies. The
devices are placed at 25 metre intervals along the road, as
an effective “virtual” fence. [http://fnpw.org.au/]

In Dec 2015 BMCS made a 79-page submission arguing
against the proposed Western Sydney Airport. Summary .
1. A second Airport is not needed in Sydney, 2. Growth in passenger
movement along the east coast could be better handled by High Speed Rail,
3. Risk of impact on the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area, 4. Risk
of impact on the Sydney Drinking Water Catchments, 5. Risk of impact on
declared Wilderness Areas, 6. Increased Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 7.
Destruction of vegetation at the Badgerys Creek Airport site, 8. Risk of impact
on eco-tourism in the Blue Mountains, 9. Risk of impact on Blue Mountains
communities, 10. Risk to critical infrastructure near the proposed Airport site .
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lean Up Australia Day 2016 Sunday 6th March. Details of OFF
participation noted at # above and at the February meeting.

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au

yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 23rd Feb
Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].

atley Flora & Fauna on facebook highlighting Oatley &
Surrounds with latest news alerts https://www.facebook.com/
atley Heritage & Historical Soc. [OHHS] AGM Friday 26th Feb
at the RSL at 10.00am. http://www.oatleyhistory.org.au/
lant a Tree for Me The Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife’s
new online campaign www.fnpw.org.au/PDFS/
iver Keeper Tony Wales speaking on the Georges River – Our
River at East Hills Group of Australian Plants Society, Wed 2 nd
March 7.30 pm, Lugarno Peakhurst Uniting Church Hall, 909 Forest
Road, Lugarno. Visitors welcome.
hite cockies with wing tags .The Royal Botanic Gardens,
University of Sydney & Australian Museum are studying the
movements of Sulphur-crested Cockatoos in the Sydney region.
You can report sightings to cockatoo.wingtag@gmail.com or download an
app; include date, time, street name and suburb where you saw the
bird. https://www.facebook.com/CockatooWingtags/

W

CELEBRATING OFF DINNER 2016
The dinner will be at the Macquarie Function Centre Mortdale RSL
on THURS 19th MAY at 7pm. Cost will be $33 pp, with a minimum
of 40 for us to hold the booking (payment by Monday 2 nd May). It will
be a 2 course meal, bread rolls, celebration cake, tea/coffee and buy
your drinks at the bar. Menu choices will be on the OFF website;
please make your 2 choices at one of the next three meetings,
including any special dietary requirements - vegetarian, vegan, and
gluten free.
There will be lucky table prizes and a raffle. Donations for the raffle
will be greatly appreciated. [Contact Sue Howard 9579 1718.]

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223,  9580 6621 mailto:off@oatleypark.com Editor: John Davoren. O.F.F News
is on our website before our monthly meetings. Hyperlinks give you much more information, but some downloads may be very large.

http://off.oatleypark.com
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GEORGES RIVER HEALTH MONITORING
The 2014/15 GRCCC Report Card on the ecosystem health
of the Georges River provides a ‘snapshot’ of the ecological
health of the Georges River catchment. It indicates the
overall ecological condition of the freshwater reaches across
the River remains a B ‘Fair’. Large parts of the catchment
areas, particularly in the upper reaches, have intact native
forest and remain in good to excellent ecological condition.
However, the middle to
lower catchment areas,
are highly urbanised and
home to over one million
people. Urban stormwater
flowing into the river,
combined with degraded
and fragmented riparian
vegetation
corridors,
negatively
affect
the
ecology of the river. In
urban creeks, such as
Bunbury Curran, Cabramatta and Prospect Creeks and the
Lower Georges River tributaries, the diversity of water bugs
present was low and dominated by pollution tolerant species
such as snails and worms. This contrasts with the results for
the creeks with intact native forest, where there was higher
diversity, and pollution sensitive animals were present.
PLASTIC POLUTION AND MARINE LIFE
The Australian Marine Conservation Society [AMCS] notes
that plastic pollution is a growing threat
to marine life and is having a
devastating impact on our oceans.
CSIRO researchers predict that by
2050, 99% of all sea birds will have
plastic in their gut. AMCS is asking the
public to encourage the State
government to implement its cash for
containers model, that could reduce
litter by 40% by 2020. Petition at

WORLD HERITAGE LISTING THREATENED
Detailed plans for future flight paths over the Blue Mountains
have sparked fears that the region's hard-won world heritage
listing will be under
threat from the
proposed airport at
Badgerys Creek.
Plans for flight
paths
in
the
airport's first years
of
operation,
indicate that they
will pass over a
point to the north-west before making final approaches to the
runway. And it is the skies above the town of Blaxland that
have been earmarked as the "merge point" when the airport
is opened in 2025.
Locals fear the Blue Mountains National Park's world
heritage listing is at stake. Several merge points further up
the Mountains, closer to Woodford and Wentworth Falls will
occur as the Western Sydney Airport becomes busier when
a second runway is built in the following years.

http://www.marineconservation.org.au/petitions/

http://www.edonsw.org.au/currentappeal

ABORIGINAL BUSH FOOD TRAIL
The NSW branch of the Scout Association [SA] is building a
trail in the area around the Scouts Camp Coutts, south of
Waterfall, to show people the bush food and medicine plants
used by the Dharawal people,
The bush in the area is full of amazing plants used by the
Dharawal people for food and medicine, but few people
know anything about this. The Scout exercise will identify
and label the plants, and indicate their traditional usage.
There are several “environment” camps at Camp Coutts
each year; and the trail will be constructed by Scouts in camp
during 2016. It will serve as a lasting legacy of their work,
and will be available to anyone passing through the area.
The SA is seeking to raise $2,000 to purchase engraved
name plates and other items so the plants can be easily
identified, using the common name, the Dharawal and
scientific names. A detailed listing of the plants will be
available on the campsite signboard and from the camp
wardens from the end of May, but the trail signposts, with the
engraved labels, are not expected to be in place for some
time. https://chuffed.org/project/camp-coutts-bush-food-trail

CARRYING CAPACITY IN ALPINE RESORTS
The NSW Government is looking at better ways to measure
and regulate the environmental carrying capacity of alpine
resorts in Kosciuszko National Park. Currently, carrying
capacity is addressed using ‘bed limits’. The “carrying
capacity” of an area is the scale of human activity that can
occur without degrading the environment. This may lead to
an amendment of the Kosciuszko National Park plan of
management. A community reaction will be sought.

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/badgerys-creek

AGAINST THE SPRINGVALE MINE EXTENSION
The EDO is acting for community group 4nature, challenging
a decision by the NSW Planning Assessment Commission
(PAC) to approve an extension to the Springvale coal mine
underneath the Newnes State Forest in the Blue Mountains.
The State’s laws require decision-makers to refuse
developments in Sydney’s drinking water catchment unless
the development will have a neutral or beneficial effect on
water quality.
The mine will discharge up to 19 million litres of mine water
every day into Sydney’s drinking water catchment –almost 7
billion litres a year. This level of discharge must have a
negative effect on water quality, as the water is extremely
saline and high in nutrients, contains heavy metals, is
harmful to aquatic life and degrades Sydney's drinking water.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/alpineresorts/

EARTH HOUR 2016
During EARTH HOUR, hundreds of millions of people around the
world turn off their lights for an hour to show a commitment to
helping the planet, a symbolic reminder that environmental issues
do not have to overwhelm us. So please, turn off your lights and
show you will do your part to protect our planet. On 19TH March turn
out your lights from 8:30pm for one hour to show your commitment
to a better future. http://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/earth-hour

Meetings of the Society held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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March/April 2016

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mar 21st (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with Andrea Lawrence speaking on There is more to a flea than its
bite. Itching to know more?
April 3rd (Sun) Field Day A walk around Oatley highlighting the historic buildings #. Leader: Rodger Robertson
Aril 18th (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with Tony Wales speaking on Georges River Keeper Working with
Aboriginal Bush Carers and the Green Army.
May 1st (Sun) Field Day Picnic at Cordeaux Dam protesting mining in water catchments. Leader Sharyn Cullis
May 19th (Thurs) Celebrating OFF Dinner. For details see the box below. *
May 23rd (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with Deb Andrew speaking on Regent Honeyeaters and other
threatened woodland birds.
May 29th (Sun) Field day Curra Moors – walk across heathlands to the coast, whale sightings a possibility. Leader:
Graham Fry
FEB 22ND CLIMATE CHANGE AND SCIENCE
Our first meeting for the year at our new venue attracted 68
members and guests who were eager to hear the case for
Climate Change being supported by science. Our speaker,
Dr Dennys Angove, a former CSIRO Atmospheric Scientist
and a very active member of the Citizens Climate Lobby
reviewed the opinions of 97% of climate scientists with graphs
and charts that seemed to show one thing in common – an
upward trend that links the rise in carbon dioxide levels with
the rise in global temperature.
Dennys carefully explained the role of the atmosphere and its
many layers and outlined the various possible natural
phenomena that may have had a role in elevating carbon
dioxide levels. Unfortunately, the finger seems to point to the
anthropogenic impact – i.e. since the onset of the industrial
revolution at the end of the 18th century land use, energy and
food requirements for the increasing human population have
risen dramatically with the consequence of severe impacts on
the Earth environment, especially to the Earth’s atmosphere.
In spite of the dire consequences apparently ahead of us and
for future generations Dennys remains optimistic. But there
must be a global paradigm shift in political will to reduce our
reliance on coal and oil and foster clean energy to achieve a
reduction in carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere. The
solution: a price on Carbon. [Report by Matt Alison] See also Citizens

A WALK AROUND OATLEY: 3RD APRIL #
The Historical Walk commences at 9.30am at Poveli deli cafe.
If you want a coffee before we start, get there earlier. We will
see and discuss the Clock, Old railway station, War memorial,
railway cutting, plaque and trees for those who worked to get
the old bridge for pedestrians, the Bridge itself, the track to
Neverfail bay and oyster history. We will go up old Cecil
Street and down to Charles Street, taking in the view to the
east, to the Pleasure grounds and its interesting history. Then
we focus on the Anglican Church, the old War memorial and
brand new Plaque, down Letitia to the School of Arts, the
Radio theatre, and discuss the Banks of Oatley. We should
be back in Frederick Street by 1pm.
The toilet stops are in Oatley memorial park near station, and
Oatley Pleasure Grounds. No shops on route except in Oatley
centre. Bring your water etc.
The track along the water pipe to Neverfail Bay is flat but a
little rough. The railway cutting is wet when it rains, but at this
stage is dry. If there is a problem, we can go around it.
15 people is a good number and many more makes it harder
to tell the stories and look at the laminated pictures, so we
can take bookings and first in will make the number; we can
repeat the walk in the future if necessary. [Leader: Rodger

Climate Lobby Australia].

ime Kiln Bay Wetland 3-5 pm Sat Mar 19th Free Guided Walk
[Leader Kim Wagstaff]. See quality of storm water runoff,
abundant native plants and wildlife. Meet at corner of Waterfall Rd
& Acacia St.- sturdy shoes, hat, water and sunscreen.
yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 22nd
March [Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].
atley Flora & Fauna on facebook highlighting Oatley &
Surrounds with latest news alerts https://www.facebook.com/
lant a Tree for Me The Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife’s
new online campaign https://www.google.com.au/

FIELD DAY: SCARBOROUGH TO THIRROUL 27TH FEB
20 OFF members and friends enjoyed a very pleasant walk
along the lovely south coast from Scarborough to Thirroul.
The walk which was capably led by Sharyn Cullis started out
with coffee and finished in a hotel in Thirroul. In between we
walked about 8km along beaches, across headlands, had a
swim and had great views of 38 sooty oystercatchers (an
uncommon bird of rocky headlands). Sharyn’s local
knowledge enhanced the experience. Unfortunately, the high
seas prevented us from exploring a rock platform, but overall
it was a great day in beautiful surroundings and in pleasant
company. [Report by Graham Fry]
CLEAN-UP AUSTRALIA DAY
On Sunday 6th March, 40 people registered at Jinna Reserve
South Peakhurst for the OFF Clean-up activity. Numbers from
the Society were boosted by a contingent from Mortdale Girl
Guides and their parents, plus some individuals who had
seen our notices around the suburb. Some OFF members
took their canoes out onto Lime Kiln Bay to get access to what
was lurking in the mangroves; the rest picked their way
around the muddy foreshores of the bay on both the
Peakhurst and Oatley Park side of the inlet.
Total rubbish collected was 36 bags, nearly half of it plastic
bottles; also 9 car tyres, PVC piping and metal objects. This
was an outstanding result, although real success should be
measures by the absence of any rubbish in our bushland and
waterways.
We thank all those who gave up their morning to contribute to
this community event. [Report by Alan Fairley]
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CELEBRATING OFF DINNER 2016 *

The dinner will be at the Macquarie Function Centre Mortdale RSL
on THURS 19th MAY at 7pm. Cost will be $33 pp. Final payment by
MONDAY 9th MAY. A 2 course meal, bread rolls, celebration cake,
tea/coffee. Buy your drinks at the bar. Ample parking in club car
park. Check menu choices on the OFF website. Choices needed at
March or April meetings, including any special dietary requirements
- vegetarian, vegan, and gluten free or contact me at by phone
before MONDAY 2nd MAY when the menu has to be finalised.
Lucky table prizes and raffle. Donations for the raffle will be greatly
appreciated. [Contact Sue Howard 9579 1718]

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223,  9580 6621 mailto:off@oatleypark.com Editor: John Davoren. O.F.F News
is on our website before our monthly meetings. Hyperlinks give you much more information, but some downloads may be very large.

http://off.oatleypark.com
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THE CLIMATE AND THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
The Guardian Australia reports that a nationwide poll in early
March found nearly half of those surveyed considered that
policies on climate change, renewable energy and the Great
Barrier Reef will influence the way they vote at the next federal
election.
In the last few months the government has ignored climate
change, undermining the jobs of climate scientists at the CSIRO
and throwing its support behind polluting projects like the
Adani coalmine.
“Any politician who wants to be taken seriously on climate
change and Great Barrier Reef protection cannot support
Adani’s proposal to dig the biggest coalmine in Australia’s
history,” said Kelly O’Shanassy, of the Australian Conservation
Foundation. See also http://www.smh.com.au/lack-leadership-on-GBR
THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT
The Bight is a place of unparalleled wilderness and natural
beauty on the coastline of South and Western Australia. Its
iconic curve has the longest line of sea cliffs in the world,
stretching hundreds of kilometres and reaching up to 60
metres high. Yet it is what lives in the deep waters below that
is truly astounding. The Bight is home to an amazing array
of marine life, including many threatened and endangered
species: great white sharks, humpback, blue and southern
right whales, southern bluefin tuna, Australian sea lions,
white-bellied sea eagle and albatross. These waters are an
important marine nursery for the Australian sea lion colonies
to raise pups and southern right whales to nurture their
calves.
This unique and pristine marine environment is under threat,
with BP’s plans to turn it into an oil field – and the potential
for a catastrophic oil spill. BP has a shocking environmental
track record; its oil blowout in the Gulf of Mexico was
[arguably] worst in history. [ https://www.wilderness.org.au/greataustralian-bight] & Petition against the proposal]
TRAIN VERSUS 2ND AIRPORT
In 1998 the World Heritage Bureau thought the Blue
Mountains listing should be deferred because of the
proposed Badgerys Creek airport. The Heritage listing
occurred only after the first airport proposal was rejected.
Now the Blue Mountains community is opposing the second
and current proposal as it threatens the area in so many
ways, including its World Heritage status.
BMCS notes that High Speed Rail can transport passengers
between Sydney and Melbourne or Sydney and Brisbane
faster than by plane. It takes much more than the “one-hour
flight” to Melbourne after reaching the airport. The total time
includes arriving an hour or more before your flight, boarding
the plane, taking off, the hour in the air, landing, reaching the
terminal, collecting luggage, and then the considerable time
into the City.
On the train it would be central city to central
city, from Sydney to Melbourne in 2 hours 45
minutes, to Canberra in 64 minutes, and to
Newcastle in 50 minutes
Residents Against Western Sydney Airport
(RAWSA) is promoting the idea of building the Sydney to
Newcastle section first, as a kick-start for the whole project,
and with access to Williamtown Airport. [See more at
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/ ]

April/May 2016

ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS WITH MINING
Russell Vale Colliery is an existing [but currently inactive]
coal mine under the Woronora Plateau in the Sydney
Drinking Water Catchment Area. The facilities are on the
slopes of the Illawarra Escarpment west of the Princes
Highway, and close to Russell Vale and Corrimal.
In operation since the 1880s using various underground
methods to mine different coal seams, subsidence and
cracking have been observed, but the precise extent of these
and other environmental consequences is largely unknown.
The implication of these uncertainties for water quality and
quantity is therefore a major issue.
The NSW Planning Assessment Commission [PAC] in its
Review of a proposed expansion concluded that the claimed
social and economic benefits are likely outweighed by the
magnitude of impacts on the environment.
OFF submitted to the Review that the projected figures for
production and income from the proposed expansion have
been highly inflated, cannot be relied upon to demonstrate
benefits, and PAC cannot afford to approve a project with
such a questionable viability putting at risk a significant
source of drinking water for the people of NSW. [Read more at:
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/]

OIL AND HUMANS
An ABC Science documentary focussed on the impact Oil
has on human civilization; and the consequences of
dwindling oil supplies. Oil is a miracle fluid that flows from
the ground under its own pressure, and is turned into fuel,
fertiliser, and feedstock for just about every industrial
process imaginable. Nearly seven billion people have come
to depend on it, and even a slight reduction in supply has
consequences around the globe.
It argued that our profligate use of this 'cheap' energy source
is changing the Earth's climate in ways that are likely to end
in tragedy. http://www.abc.net.au/science/crude/ ]
THE CORDEAUX DAM #
The Dam was built in 1926 and is one of the four drinking
water dams of the Upper Nepean system sitting atop the
Woronora Plateau south of Sydney. While the Warragamba
is the primary source of water for Sydney, the four are in a
much wetter zone closer to the coast, and help to drought
proof the city. The SCA expects that by 2030 up to 90% of
the 4 could have longwall coal mines beneath them, with
consequential subsidence and water losses.
If you wish, join us on May 1st for a symbolic photograph to
protest against the mining, which we will send onto local
MP's and the Premier. http://www.waternsw.com.au/supply/visit/cordeauxdam

**CELEBRATING OFF DINNER** 7PM THURS 19TH MAY
The dinner will be at the Macquarie Function Centre Mortdale RSL
Cost $33 pp. Final payment by MONDAY 9th MAY. A two course
meal, bread rolls, celebration cake, tea/coffee. Buy your drinks at
the bar. Ample parking in club car park. Check menu choices on
the OFF website. Choices needed at April meeting, including any
special dietary requirements - vegetarian, vegan, and gluten free or
contact me at my phone before MONDAY 2nd MAY when the menu
has to be finalised.
Lucky table prizes and raffle. Donations for the raffle will be greatly
appreciated. [Contact Sue Howard 9579 1718]

Meetings of the Society held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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April/May 2016

UPCOMING EVENTS
[See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program-Final.pdf]
Aril 18th (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with Tony Wales speaking on Georges River Keeper Working with Aboriginal
Bush Carers and the Green Army.
May 1st (Sun) Field Day Picnic at Cordeaux Dam. Meet at the dam at 11:30 for a picnic and subtle mining protest. The picnic
area is off the Picton-Wilton Rd, accessible from the F6 exit near Wollongong or the M5 exit to Picton. 75 mins travelling time.
Bring your food. There is no public transport but a lift is possible. Those without transport can contact Graham Fry or Elizabeth
Cameron at April meeting or 9580 6621. Leader Sharyn Cullis [and note the Cordeaux Dam box above #]
May 7th (Sat) OFF Planning Workshop 2-4pm at Oatley RSL and Community Club. [See our President’s note below]
May 19th (Thurs) Celebrating OFF Dinner at Mortdale RSL. For details see the box above. **
May 23rd (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with Deb Andrew speaking on Regent Honeyeaters and other woodland birds.
May 29th (Sun) Field day Curra Moors – walk across heathlands to the coast, whale sightings a possibility. Leader: Graham Fry
THERE IS MORE TO THE FLEA THAN ITS BITE
On March 21st our speaker was Andrea Lawrence, a PhD
student at Sydney University, studying medical and
veterinary entomology. Andrea is an expert on fleas and other
parasitic insects, and is interested in the transmission of
diseases from animals to humans (zoonosis) with the tiny flea
as vector [carrier]. Her research involves delving into museum
specimens to study their morphology, genetic testing and the
detection and analysis of pathogens found in fleas.
The most common flea encountered in Australia is the cat
flea, (Ctenocephalides felis) a truly cosmopolitan flea with a
world-wide distribution. Although very common, these fleas
are but a tiny fraction of the total flea diversity in Australia
where we host a huge variety of native fleas found nowhere
else on earth. Despite their common name, cat fleas are
found on both cats and dogs. Notwithstanding the economic
impact of flea control treatments on domestic animals, the cat
flea also carries zoonotic pathogens such as Bartonella and
Rickettsia. There may be many cases of underdiagnosed
febrile illnesses caused by flea-borne pathogens that fly
under the radar due to the presentation of generic fever and
flu-like symptoms that rarely warrant further pathological
investigation. Of course, the most famous and historically
significant pathogen spread by fleas is the plague bacteria,
Yersinia pestis. Plague is certainly not a thing of the past with
recent outbreaks in Madagascar and up to 17 cases reported
from North America each year. Although cat fleas aren’t
considered a primary vector, recent studies in Uganda have
suggested that these fleas may play a role in local
transmission risk.
Andrea’s youthful exuberance and dedication to her scientific
endeavours made for a very interesting evening and was a
salient reminder that the quiet work of the scientist is
paramount for the possibility of a healthier future across the
globe. [Report by Matt Allison]
A WALK AROUND OATLEY: 3RD APRIL
We (about 6 but grew to 9) commenced our walk in the Poveli
Café and Deli with its large photos on the wall. We discussed
James Oatley’s Sydney history before reading the words on
the plaque opposite the Clock. Walking through the Memorial
Park we remembered the splendid Kogarah Council in the
1920’s that made it a Park, before walking down through the
old railway cutting between the Community Hall and Guide
Hall. Janet Austin told us about the plaque commemorating
the old Como rail bridge being maintained for the pedestrian
and cycle way it is today.
The Como Bridge and Neverfail Bay followed and then the
long walk to the Charles Street lookout, to the Oatley
Pleasure gardens where David Koffel stated he was seeing
things he had never known in his 43 years in Oatley!
Then back to St Pauls Church, the new plaque at the old War
Memorial site and along Letitia St. to the Radio Theatre and
School of Arts.
It took nearly 3 hours and the walk revealed many new
discoveries or details of our suburb. Apart from places
mentioned we looked at several other features along the way.
Many thanks to the enthusiastic group and their additional
knowledge that added to our enjoyment of the morning walk.

PLANNING WORKSHOP 7TH MAY 2-4 PM
The workshop will be held at Oatley RSL, followed by
afternoon tea. Its objective is to examine how OFF is
performing and to plan for its future. Your committee would
like a substantial number of members to contribute to this
event and to help direct OFF in its future endeavours.
Although OFF has been operating successfully for 60 years,
we should guard against complacency, evaluate where we
are, and where we want to be. Any and all ideas will be looked
at, as there is no such thing as a bad idea!!
Do come along and contribute to the success of your Society.
[Graham Lalchere] More details at off.oatleypark.com/

** LIME KILN BAY WETLAND AWARENESS PROJECT
OFF is conducting this project to raise community awareness
of the importance of the wetlands, to promote increased
involvement and behavioural change, and to reduce
detrimental environmental impacts. It includes drain
stencilling, guided walks, surveys and information on the OFF
web site. Click here for the FLYER
Society Lending Library
OFF has a small library of environmental books available for borrowing on
meeting nights. At next meeting we will have: The Biggest Estate on Earth How Aborigines Made Australia by Bill Gammage, A History of the Blue
Labyrinth. by Bruce Cameron, Sustainable Food, Sustainable House. by
Michael Mobbs, A Natural for World Heritage - The First National Park. by Dr
Geoff Mosley. [See Alan Fairley at the back desk]

EARTH HOUR 2016
On the evening of 19th March lights went off throughout the
world, a sign that one of the world’s most perilous, impending
problems might yet be solved. Millions of people in a record
178 countries switched off at 8.30pm, to mark this year’s
Earth Hour, participating in the world’s biggest ever
demonstration to stop climate change escalating.
Some 366 landmarks around the world, including the Sydney
Opera House, Big Ben, the Colosseum, the Empire State
Building and Buckingham Palace, went dark for the hour.
FOR NOTING
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gapanthus. We are advised to remove the seed heads before
they open to release their seeds. http://www.bluemountains.org.au/
yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 19th
April [Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].
atley Flora & Fauna on facebook highlighting Oatley &
Surrounds with latest news alerts https://www.facebook.com/
owerful Owl Project Update. Chris Lloyd keeps us up to date.
For the details see http://birdlife.org.au/bird-profile/powerful-owl &

birdlife.org.au/documents/Powerful_Owl_Project_Update_DEC_2015_FINAL.pdf::

BIODIVERSITY

[Report by Leader: Rodger Robertson] Click here for details and photos
OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223,  9580 6621 mailto:off@oatleypark.com Editor: John Davoren. O.F.F News
is on our website before our monthly meetings. Hyperlinks give you much more information, but some downloads may be very large.

http://off.oatleypark.com

Issue 5/16

AUSTRALIA SINKS ON ENVIRONMETAL INDEX
The
2016
Environmental
Performance Index, released every
two years by Yale University in the
US, has dropped Australia's
ranking by 10 places to 13th out of
180 nations in its latest update, and
to 150th out of the 180 on carbon emission trends from the
power sector. http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/
ECOSYSTEM DEGRADATION
The Conservation journal notes that it is a question of “when”
rather than “if” the Great Barrier Reef will be placed on the
List of World Heritage in Danger. Reports paint a bleak picture
of the reef’s future. With 93% of individual reefs showing
bleaching, the devastation among researchers, celebrities
and the public is palpable.
Unfortunately, mass coral bleaching is just one example of a far
broader problem. Although it represents a rapid and
extensive example of ecosystem degradation, coral
bleaching is not surprising: it is consistent with many
changes that are occurring now across Australia’s natural
environments.
Tim Stephens, University of Sydney Institute of Marine
Science notes that “The biggest threats to the reef are
climate change and ocean acidification. Australia now has
no legislated policy to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions
causing the waters to warm, and change their chemistry”.
//theconversation.com/the-state-of-the-GBR-experts-respond

BOTANIST PUPPIES
ABC News notes that highly trained sniffer dogs have been
successfully used for the first time in Australia to detect a
noxious weed posing a threat to the
environment and agriculture. Two
"botanist puppies" and their expert
handlers have located in Kosciuszko
National Park considerable mouse-ear
hawkweed, an invasive perennial herb,
imported from Europe for horticulture, later banned from sale
due to its invasive nature. The dogs can differentiate one
plant from another, very much like [human] botanists.
THE LONG NOSED BANDICOOT
The Long-nosed Bandicoots on Sydney Harbour’s North
Head are recognised as a discrete
population, listed as endangered under
NSW legislation. AWC, in collaboration
with the NPWS, undertakes regular
monitoring of the Bandicoot population
on North Head. Current estimates are
around 110 surviving. In order to improve
the effectiveness of conservation measures AWC is
investigating their social biology and methods of improving
their habitat. http://www.australianwildlife.org/sanctuaries/
STOP COAL WRECKING THE GARDENS OF STONE
The Colong Foundation notes that Centennial Coal is
seeking approval for extensions to longwall mining in the
Gardens of Stone that would impact on Carne Creek, the
Wolgan River, Marangaroo and Bungleboori Creek
headwaters. The surface sandstone rock could be cracked
to a depth of 20 m over the entire mined area. See more at:
https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/stop-centennial-coal
seeking your submissions opposing approval by 26th May

Colong

is

May/June 2016

LAND CLEARANCE
SMH notes that farmers are clearing land six times faster
than detected by the NSW government, and most offsets “to
compensate for vegetation destruction” merely preserve
existing conservation areas, according to unpublished
research by Philip Gibbons, biodiversity expert.
NUCLEAR AGAINST RENEWABLES
Mark Diesendorf, UNSW energy expert states that we
should not believe the spurious claims of nuclear supporters
who are constantly putting down renewables. Clean, safe
renewable energy technologies have the potential to supply
100% of the world’s electricity demand – but the first hurdle
is to refute the deliberately misleading myths designed to
promote the politically powerful but ultimately doomed
nuclear industry. Large wind and solar farms can be planned
and built in 2-3 years (as against 10-15 years for nuclear)
and are ready now to replace fossil and nuclear electricity.
Nuclear energy and renewable energy (RE) are the principal
competitors for low-carbon electricity in many countries. As
RE technologies have grown in volume, and become much
cheaper, deniers of climate science have become deniers of
RE. http://www.echo.net.au/2016/04/100-renewables
COAL TOP POLLUTER
Air quality across Australia has deteriorated to alarming
levels with the coal industry the nation's worst polluter, new
data has shown. The most concerning rise in air pollution is
from PM10, a coarse pollution particle about the width of a
human hair. Nationally, total PM10 emissions have
increased 69 % in one year, and 194 % in five years.
The figures come from the National Pollutant Inventory [NPI]
2014-15 report which collects information about toxic
pollution. Environmental Justice Australia [EJA] researcher Dr
James Whelan said the findings raise serious questions
about the future of Australia's air quality and called for
tougher federal government regulation, an urgent transition
from coal to renewable energy, and a National Air Pollution
Control Act. Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/environment/air-pollutionLESS SEA ICE IN THE ARCTIC
The Arctic Ocean had less sea ice this (northern) winter than
any year since records began. The unprecedented low
brings the prospect of an ice-free Arctic a step closer.
Summer ice has seen a series of record lows in recent years
as the Arctic has warmed by almost 2°C, double the rate at
mid-latitudes. Ice re-forms each winter and, until now, the
average extent of winter ice has remained relatively
constant, though the loss of permanent ice means it is
thinner than before.
But last year’s winter re-freeze of the waters of the Arctic
Ocean was the lowest since satellite observations began in
1979. This is according to provisional data released by the
National Snow and Ice Data Center at the University of
Colorado. The sea ice cover of 14.5 million kms2 in March,
was the smallest ever recorded. https://www.newscientist.com/
THE KIMBERLEY REGION
The WA Government is proposing a marine park for the
North Kimberley region of the Kimberley Coast, the heart of
the world’s most pristine tropical coastline. The Kimberley
Coast is a refuge for sawfish, turtles, dugong, crocodiles and
snubfin dolphins. Please ask the WA Government to give North
Kimberley the protection it deserves.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
[See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program]
May 19th (Thus) OFF Dinner, Mortdale RSL 7-9pm. Please be prompt -serving at 7.15pm
May 23rd (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with 1) Deb Andrew speaking on Regent Honeyeaters and other woodland birds;
and 2) Tony Porritt speaking on Travels to Geographical Corners of the various states of arid inland Australia, including
Cameron, Peoppel and Haddon.
May 29th (Sun) Field Day to Curra Moors A 10km walk through heathland to the coast, then following the cliffs for 2km. We
should see whales and a reasonable flower display and plenty of birds. The walk is relatively level except for a small descent for
the first 1km. Bring lunch and refreshments. We will meet at the cafe near the visitors centre at Audley at 9am. At Audley, we
will amalgamate our group into a smaller number of cars as there is limited parking at the start of the walk. National Park
entrance fees will apply. Contact details -Leader Graham Fry  9580 6621 and 0490 056 233.
June 27th (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with “Man from Coxs River” –This film is a great conservation success story
about the removal of brumbies from the World Heritage Blue Mountains National Park. It is a very interesting story
combining the stunning images of the magnificent Blue Mountains and the history and nostalgia of the brumbies.
June 29th (Wed)* Field Day Exploring the edge of the CBD - Walk from Central to Circular Quay via the new raised walkway,
down to Darling Harbour, and along the harbour edge via Barangaroo. A tour of the ABC has been booked for 10.30, with the
money ($8/p) to be collected at the May meeting. Anyone joining us, but not able to be at the May meeting please ring the
Leader Sue de Beuzeville  80686149. * Do note the change of date; in the walks calendar it was listed as 1st July
July 25th (Mon) regular meeting at 7.30pm with Rob Brewster from Rewilding Australia speaking on Returning carnivorous
marsupials to the landscape.

GEORGES RIVER KEEPERS: APRIL MEETINGTALK
Fifty-eight members and guests attended the April meeting
keen to hear all about the Georges River Keeper, Tony
Wales, and the work undertaken by the Aboriginal Bushcare
Unit and the Green Army. Unfortunately, Tony was unable to
attend, but Svetlana Kotevski from GRCCC stood in and
provided us with the background on this federally funded
cooperative venture. She was joined by 5 members of the
Aboriginal Bush Regeneration Team selected from applicants
from all over NSW. These young men and women are
working towards the attainment of qualifications in
Conservation Land Management while they improve
biodiversity in selected bushland reserves along the Georges
River that have significant
cultural history. They are also
educated
in
traditional
ecological knowledge and
cultural learning provided to
them by Local Aboriginal Land
Council elders. One of the
team said “Completing this
traineeship has made my
whole family proud because
not only am I learning about
my culture but I am also making a difference to the
environment”. And we hope to see this government initiative
continue into the future.
Incidentally, the superlative Oatley Point was mentioned as a
particularly sacred place and the Birthing Cave is a unique
formation hidden from view “. [Report by Matt Allison]
FIELD DAY PICNIC AT CORDEAUX DAM ON 1ST MAY
Thirty-nine attended the picnic event opposing the
environmentally damaging longwall coal mining projects in
the Metropolitan Drinking Water catchments. Most attending
were members of OFF, that sponsored the day, but there
were also representatives from Georges River Environmental
Alliance and National Parks Association, Macarthur.
The particular focus was on the proposal to extend the
Dendrobium mining operations in the Cordeaux and Avon
Dam catchments. This huge project was approved in principle
in 2008, before there was adequate awareness of the
environmental impacts of mining.
WaterNSW, the government agency responsible for drinking
water delivery, has now taken a strong stand, following the
disclosed damage of 89 impacts on swamps and streams
within this project area. It has announced that the further
approval of the detailed plans for the next set of Longwall
mines, presents an “unacceptable risk”, to Sydney’s drinking
water. Yet the NSW government is on the verge of a further
approval. Much more by Field Day Leader Sharyn Cullis at:

OFF PLANNING WORKSHOP ON 7TH MAY
Thirty-two members attended this workshop; there were ten apologies. Five
key performance indicators were identified, and each reviewed by a separate
group. Their conclusions will now be considered by the OFF Committee.

LIME KILN BAY WETLAND AWARENESS PROJECT
OFF is conducting this project to raise community awareness
of the importance of the wetlands, to promote increased
involvement and behavioural change, and to reduce
detrimental environmental impacts on the catchment area.
More information is on the OFF web site.
Note also that Hurstville City Council encourages the public
to lodge complaints on 9330 6222 about detrimental
environmental impacts including run-off from building sites.
All building approvals require effective erosion and
sedimentation controls, and Council will treat seriously any
breach of a development consent, issuing on-the-spot fines
or prosecuting the offender.
MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE COMMUNITY LAND
OFF notes HCC has again been considering a proposal to
reclassify part of MDR community land formerly occupied by
the Oatley Bowling Club. Its plan in 2010 was to lease the
land so as to provide specific community facilities. Now the
focus seems to be on removing the restrictions under the
Local Government Act 1993, alienating this significant public
land and putting it up for sale. In view of the forthcoming
amalgamation of Hurstville and Kogarah Councils it is
important the community express its opposition to the
scheme in the short and long term. One way of doing this is
by joining others and adding your name on Change.org .
FOR NOTING
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omegrown Power Plan a joint project between GetUp! and
Solar Citizens, as reported in The Guardian, showing how to

power with renewable energy

yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 24th
May [Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].
owerful Owl Project is co-managed by BirdLife Australia’s Birds
in Backyards program and the Threatened Bird Network.

http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project

http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Coalfields
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STOP THE SALE OF OATLEY BOWLING CLUB LAND
Georges River Council has prepared its draft operational
plan for the reclassification and rezoning of the former Oatley
Bowling Club site to allow its use for an aged care facility.
The site forms part of the Myles Dunphy Reserve, named
after one of Australia's first environmentalists who lived here
in Oatley. Myles helped pioneer the foundation of national
parks and urged the council to spare the reserve from
housing development. The reserve is home to various
wildlife and endangered plant species The high-density
development would also threaten the bordering bushland
and increase the risk of pollution of the nearby Georges
River. The one-lane access and the hazardous exit onto
Mulga Rd with limited visibility would cause traffic chaos, and
it
is also
a
bushfire
zone!
More
details
at:
http://www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/. $ www.change.org/p/stop-the-sale

INCREASING URBANISATION PROBLEMS
The Conservation magazine notes that globally, more
people live in urban areas than in rural ones. Africa and Asia
are urbanising faster than any other regions in the world. By
2050, 66% of the world’s population is projected to be urban.
For example, Nigeria is projected to get an additional 212
million urban dwellers by 2050, China 292 million and India
404 million.
This rapid urbanisation poses challenges for sustainable
development and public health; but the picture is grimmer for
animals. Urbanisation is a new force that is dramatically
changing the composition of animal communities.
During the process of urbanisation some animal species will
disappear from the newly urbanised habitat; birds that feed
on specific natural food sources will fly to other areas to
search for food. Species that cannot move as fast as
urbanisation is expanding will disappear.
The unprecedented rate of current urbanisation poses a
major threat to biodiversity. It presents one of the biggest
environmental challenges of our time. Understanding exactly
how urbanisation affects wildlife is crucial to help animals to
survive in our vicinity. http://www.standupfornature.org.au/
CONSERVATION OUR RESPONSIBILITY
OFF News in its 1970 May Editorial commented that in the
200th year since Cook’s arrival “there is a growing awareness
of past mistakes. The conservation bandwagon, well
supported by worldwide concern
over
pollution,
ill-advised
planning and wildlife destruction,
is running more smoothly, and is
gaining momentum.” -- “Since
major issues are now receiving
attention, it seems that small
societies such as ours can serve
best by taking an active interest in local problems - land
usage, pollution of our waterways, parks and reserves.”
It quoted the Queen during her visit that year as stating, “We
are the architects of the future and we carry today a great
responsibility for the generations who will be living here a
hundred years from now.”
SMART CITIES PLAN
The Australian Government Department of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet has released its Smart Cities Plan. It
covers a range of issues relating to Australia’s cities,
including infrastructure, planning, healthy environments and
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sustainability. Submissions are invited until 24th June .Read
more and have your say »

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF CRISIS
The Conversation of May 31st has 132 articles about the
GBR crisis, much at variance with those insisting that the
problems are exaggerated. One of the 132 notes that the
Great Barrier Reef “has been in the spotlight thanks to
severe coral bleaching since March, leaving only 7% of the
reef untouched. The bleaching, driven by record-breaking
sea temperatures, has been linked to human-caused climate
change. Apart from bleaching, the reef is in serious trouble
thanks to a variety of threats. Many species and ecosystems
of the Great Barrier Reef are in serious decline.
It is now overwhelmingly clear that we need to fix these
problems to give the reef the best chance in a warming
world. In fact, the upcoming election is arguably our last
chance to put in place a plan that will save the reef. We
estimate that we need to spend A$10 billion over the next
ten years - about five times as much as current state and
federal governments are spending – to fix up reef water
quality before climate change impacts overwhelm it”.
https://theconversation.com/au/topics/great-barrier-reef

STAND AGAINST THE BULLDOZERS
The Wilderness Society [WS] is calling for a stop to the
destruction of forests and woodlands in Queensland and
NSW. It notes that bulldozers are ripping through forest and
woodland, and bearing down on native animals like the koala
and hairy-nosed wombat. WS is leading a campaign to get
lasting, responsible action on land clearing, noting that the
areas being knocked down include vital habitat of the koala,
and the endangered northern quoll.
LEAVE FOSSIL FUELS IN THE GROUND
According to a report released by the Climate Council of
Australia, 90% of our current coal reserves need to be left in
the ground for Australia to play its role in limiting warming to
no more than 2°C. The report uses a “carbon budget”
approach. This figures out how much carbon can be let into
the atmosphere while limiting warming to 2°C, and is a
different method to the “targets and timetables” method
favoured by international climate negotiators. These are
highly complex, difficult to interpret and put into practice. A
carbon budget instead shows how much carbon humanity
can spend without blowing the budget.
RARE SIGHTING IN LIME KILN BAY
Recently Jason Cockayne photographed a cryptic water bird
in Lime Kiln Bay. It was subsequently identified as a Lewin’s
Rail by David Waterhouse. This species is rare in the
suburbs and has only been detected by its call once before
in Oatley in 2004. An interesting addition to our bird list.
CELEBRATING THE 2016 OFF DINNER
The event was held at Mortdale RSL on 19th May. It was a most enjoyable evening
with 47 guests attending. The Macquarie room was an ideal location, and the
service given by Lisa and her team of waiting staff and chefs was prompt and
attentive. All the OFF guests seemed happy with the menu choices, and those on
special menus much appreciated the care taken with their meals.
Thank you to all who donated to the raffle. There was quite an array of items coffee machine to ladies’ jewellery, and wines to a Swiss army knife. Many thanks
to the enthusiastic raffle ticket sellers; making over $200. Many thanks to all
involved in organising the evening and to the OFF members attending. [Note from
organiser Sue Howard]

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
[See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program]
June 27th (Mon) Meeting at 7.30pm with the film “Man from Coxs River” –The film is a great conservation success story about
the removal of brumbies from the World Heritage Blue Mountains National Park. It is a very interesting story combining the
magnificent Blue Mountains and the history and nostalgia of the brumbies.
June 29th (Wed) Field Day Exploring the edge of the CBD. We will meet at Oatley station to catch the 8.45 am train or the
8.47am from Mortdale, (third carriage). We will walk from Central for about 10 min to the ABC building [tour cost there $8], and
then on to Circular Quay via the new raised walkway, down to Darling Harbour, and along the harbour edge via Barangaroo. The
walk will finish at approx. 3.30 at Circular Quay arriving back in Oatley at approx. 4 pm. 15 participants have already registered
and there are still 5 vacancies. To register contact Leaders: Sue and Peter de Beuzeville 80686149 & 0419 625 373.
July 25th (Mon) Meeting at 7.30pm with Rob Brewster from Rewilding Australia speaking on Returning carnivorous marsupials
to the landscape.
July 31st (Sun) Field day walk from Stanwell Park to Helensburgh. Leader: Adrian Buzo
Aug 22nd (Mon) Meeting at 7.30pm with Rodger Robertson speaking on: “Flora and fauna of Northern Alaska”
Aug 24th (Wed)- Field Day: Discovering the diverse flora of the Royal Botanic Garden, Sydney. Leader: Amanda Gibson
Sept 24/26th Weekend Field Trip Exploring Capertee NP. We have booked both the cosy homestead and cottage for the
weekend to use as a base while we explore the park and enjoy its abundant wildlife. The accommodation has been reserved for 3
nights, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Members can stay as long as they wish over that period. There are 4 bedrooms in the
homestead with beds for 14 people. The cottage has another 6 beds in two bedrooms. The cost will be $50 per person per night.
To reserve a place, please contact Graham Fry on fryg@zipworld.com.au or 9580 6621. Camping is also available on site.

23RD MAY TALKS
May’s meeting was another well attended OFF event with the
audience keen to hear from the two speakers,
Regent Honeyeater
NPWS officer Deb Andrew spoke on the plight of woodland
birds, particularly the Regent Honeyeater* and her talk was
fuelled by the recent NSW government announcement of
changes to the protection of biodiversity. The proposed
changes involve serious retrograde steps removing many of
NSW’s long-held environmental protections, removing
“Green Tape” and placing decisions in the hands of those not
overly concerned about biological diversity. [Note EDO's Review]
Deb has been at the forefront of conservation management
all her professional life and her crowning glory may well be
the establishment of the Capertee National Park, a
stronghold for declining woodland birds, that have suffered
most from extensive clearing for agriculture throughout inland
south-eastern Australia. The best known example is the
critically endangered Regent Honeyeater; a beautiful bird
whose most important breeding area is in the Capertee Valley.
There may be only several hundred birds left in the wild, and
the Valley is now regarded as "the centre of the universe" as
one of only three nesting sites of this enigmatic species. It
was one of the first places in NSW to be nominated as an
Important Bird Area on the Register of Birdlife International.
We wish Deb all the very best for her impending retirement
and look forward to her continuing activism.
Cameron and the other Corners
Tony Porritt was our second speaker. He has travelled
extensively throughout Australia with his wife Kate in their “go
anywhere truck” - a trusty 4-wheel drive.
Tony spoke of Australia’s bizarre and remote
border corners that define our states. These
are: i) Cameron Corner (NSW, Qld, SA), ii)
Surveyor General’s Corner (WA/SA/NT, iii)
Haddon Corner (SA/QLD), iv) Poeppel
Corner (SA/NT/QLD), and v) MacCabe Corner (SA/NSW/VIC)
We look forward to another entertaining armchair adventure
with Tony at a future OFF presentation. [Notes by Matt Allison]
FIELD DAY TO CURRA MOORS
After a week with very changeable weather, Sunday 29 th was
a perfect autumn day for our walk. 18 members and friends
enjoyed a beautiful walk through the forest and heath of the
park, the banksias were at their prime and their flowers were
very popular with the numerous honeyeaters. This walk is one
of the best in this park as it samples a wide range of habitats
from forest to heath to coastal cliffs. We had lunch
overlooking the ocean but unfortunately only one whale was
seen. Liz had prepared a simple quiz on the flora and fauna
of the walk, this stimulated much interest and the winners
were Kate Porritt and Sharyn Cullis. The walk concluded with
a refreshing coffee and cake at the Audley Visitor Centre
coffee shop. [Report by Graham Fry]

THE REGENT HONEYEATER *
EDO notes that the Department of the Environment has
gazetted the National Recovery Plan for the threatened
Regent Honeyeater, at the centre of a recent EDO case win for
Friends of Tumblebee.
The key aims of the plan are: i) to improve the extent and
quality of regent honeyeater habitat and to bolster the wild
population, ii) to provide clear guidelines to ensure that any
new developments do not impact on the long-term survival
and recovery of the species, and iii) to increase awareness of
the species and to involve community groups in recovery
activities. Read the plan »
THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY
The Colong Foundation has sent out an action alert noting
that the Baird government proposes changes to our
biodiversity and tree-clearing laws, that will impact on our
wildlife, soils and climate. The Biodiversity Conservation Bill
2016 and Local Land Services Amendment Bill 2016, if
adopted, will replace the Native Vegetation Act and
Threatened Species Conservation Act. The new Bills are
currently on public exhibition and submissions close on 28th
June. [See https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/have-your-say/]
FOR NOTING
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omegrown Power Plan is a joint project between GetUp! and
Solar Citizens, as reported in The Guardian, showing how to

power with renewable energy

yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 28th
June [Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].
ature Conservation Council NSW with links to 150 community
organisations is committed to protecting and restoring the
unique natural environment of NSW. http://www.nature.org.au/about/
owerful Owl Project is co-managed by BirdLife Australia’s Birds
in Backyards program and the Threatened Bird Network .
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project
ally for Climate Change is being organized by the Wilderness
Society, and several allied groups on “Malcolm’s turf” on
Sunday 26th June at Steyne Park, Double Bay [10-minute walk from
Edgecliff Station]; parking limited]. Please RSVP if you plan to
attend.

R
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CONCERNS ABOUT CROWN LAND
The NSW Upper House is currently conducting an
inquiry into Crown Lands in NSW. The inquiry will look
at: a) the extent of Crown land and the benefits of active
use and management, b) the adequacy of community
input and consultation regarding the commercial use
and disposal of Crown land, c) the most appropriate
and effective measures for protecting Crown land so
that it is preserved and enhanced for future
generations, and d) the extent of Aboriginal Land
Claims over Crown land and opportunities to increase
Aboriginal involvement in the management. Submissions
accepted until sun 24th July. Submission guides available shortly. More
information on our the NCS website.

PRESERVE MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE
Change.Org notes that the former Hurstville Council
did not obtain agreement from the community to
rezone, reclassify, sell or lease the Oatley Bowling
Club land site. Nor did the former Council explain why
all its discussions on this subject were held in secret.
The only survey taken (2010) resulted in most people
voting for the area to be retained for
community purposes. The site is
part of the Myles Dunphy Reserve,
named after our local famous
environmentalist. In 2010 Hurstville
Council’s lawyers confirmed that
the Reserve included the site of the
former Oatley Bowling Club.
Myles
helped
pioneer
the
foundation of national parks and urged the council to
spare the Reserve from housing development. The
new Georges River Council now seems to be moving
swiftly in trying to change the status of the OBC site.
www.theleader.com.au/story/4014631/.

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF CRISIS
The Great Barrier Reef's recent El Nino-triggered mass
coral bleaching could threaten its world heritage status,
scientists and conservationists have warned. Last
year, the UN's World Heritage Committee decided not
to put the reef on its "in danger" list, potentially
disastrous for the tourism industry. But footage recently
released revealed brightly bleached white reefs along
Queensland's far north coast.
Janice Lough, a scientist with the Australian Institute of
Marine Science and the National Coral Bleaching
Taskforce, said the current situation looked "very bad"
in the northern part of the Great Barrier Reef. 'Water
temperatures have been really well above normal and,
large parts of the reef have been affected.
Richard Leck, from the World Wildlife Fund, which
provides advice to the heritage committee, said the
northern part of the reef has been severely bleached,
and was at risk of coral mortality. Check out AMCS video!
Members may be interested in recent articles on local bird
observations – available on line. [Just enter Journal name & date]

Powerful Owl Fledglings and Australasian Grebes in Australian Field
Ornithology by M. Mo and D. Waterhouse Sept 2015 & Dec 2015
Mobbing responses of Powerful Owls in Australian Zoologist Vol 38
Issue 1 (2016) by M. Mo, D. Waterhouse, P Hayler and A. Hayler
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THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY
The NSW Government has drafted legislation that will
severely weaken biodiversity protection. The legislative
titles
of
Biodiversity
Conservation Bill and Local
Land Services Amendment
Bill are misleading and
obscure. The bills will actually
allow increased damage to the
natural environment through
less-regulated land-clearing.
If enacted they will 1) remove a legal requirement that
land clearing should “maintain or improve” biodiversity
and 2) facilitate widespread destruction of native
vegetation in both country and urban areas. Nature will
pay the bill for this ill-conceived legislation. We must be
sure
our
objections
are
heard.
[More at
http://www.standupfornature.org.au/ ]
PLASTIC FREE JULY
Plastic is designed to last forever, yet every day we use
it for disposable items lasting a few minutes and then
throw away. Most is landfilled, some recycled and
some ending up in the environment. It is estimated that
8 million tonnes enter the oceans per year where it
entangles and is ingested by wildlife. Every bit of plastic
ever made still exists somewhere, and in the first 10
years of this century there was already more plastic
produced than last century. Read more
PROTECTING GROUND WATER
The EDO has launched a case in the Federal Court on
behalf of Western Downs Alliance. This is the first CSG
case brought under national environmental law testing
the application of the Water Trigger. The client is
challenging the approval of 6,100 new CSG wells in the
Surat Basin in Queensland. The wells will draw water
from the Great Artesian Basin, and are likely to release
waste water into lakes and rivers, including the Dawson
River.
Their client argues that the project’s approval was
unlawful because the Environment Minister didn’t
properly assess the impact the project will have on
water, as required by the ‘Water Trigger’ under the
EPBC Act.
A CASE FOR HIGH SPEED RAIL
A high speed rail from Sydney to Melbourne, for
example, can reduce travel times, noise impacts,
promote development in regional areas, and allow
people to travel in comfort. The time to build the HSR
Sydney to Melbourne should have been now. But the
Western Sydney Airport decision has already been
made, and future governments are likely to prefer Air
to Fast Rail travel with its impact on airports.
HSR can transport passengers between Sydney,
Melbourne in 2.44 hours, in comfort. Flying takes over
3 hours, plus the time to reach the airport (at least an
hour before the flight), going through security, boarding
the plane, taxing to the runway, taking off, flight time,
landing, reaching the terminal, collecting luggage, and
traveling on. wikipedia.org/wiki/High-speed_rail_in_Australia
Do we need another airport, now or in the
future?
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usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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[See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program]

July 25th (Mon) Meeting at 7.30pm with Rob Brewster from Rewilding Australia speaking on Returning carnivorous marsupials to the
landscape.
July 31st (Sun) Field day walk from Stanwell Park to Helensburgh. A 15 km moderately strenuous walk through contrasting scenery
from Stanwell Park to Otford, Burning Palms, and onto Helensburgh. If travelling by train catch the Kiama train at Hurstville at 8:48am,
leave the train at Stanwell Park Station at 09.34. We proceed through the old Otford railway tunnel 1 mile in length, bring a torch as
the ground is uneven. Lunch at Burning Palms. We should reach Helensburgh to catch the 5:23pm train. Only fit walkers should go on
this outing - not suitable for those suffering from claustrophobia. Leader: Adrian Buzo
Aug 22nd (Mon) Meeting at 7.30pm with Rodger Robertson speaking on: “Flora and fauna of Northern Alaska”
Aug 23rd (Tues) Field Day: Discovering the diverse flora of the Royal Botanic Garden, Sydney. Leader: Amanda Gibson
Sept 24-26th Weekend Field Trip Exploring Capertee NP. We have booked both the cosy homestead and cottage for the weekend to
use as a base while we explore the park and enjoy its abundant wildlife. The accommodation has been reserved for 3 nights, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. Members can stay as long as they wish over that period. There are 4 bedrooms in the homestead with beds for
14 people. The cottage has another 6 beds in two bedrooms. The cost will be $50 per person per night. To reserve a place, please contact
Graham Fry on fryg@zipworld.com.au or 9580 6621. Camping is also available on site.
Sept 26th (Mon) Meeting 7.30pm with Julian Sheen speaking on Travels through Central Asia

THE MAN FROM COXS RIVER
At its 27th June meeting OFF tried something different;
instead of a speaker we showed a DVD. The RSL
facilities enabled this, and on the cold wet June night
the warmth of the RSL was also appreciated.
The film was titled The Man from Coxs River. This
locally made film was about removing brumbies from
the Coxs River in the Blue Mountains National Park. It
was a fascinating story showing the many trials and
tribulations of trying to round up wild horses, partially
break them in and then walk them up the slope to the
waiting truck. It was rough work but very professionally
done by the local people, particularly the Carlons who
used to take people on horse riding into this area.
[The DVD is available for sale through, www.themanfromcoxsriver.com for
$15 or alternatively, Graham Fry will have some for sale at the next meeting.]

FIELD DAY TO THE ABC STUDIOS AND
BARANGAROO
Despite inclement weather during the previous week,
Wednesday 29th June was a beautiful, sunny day when
fifteen OFF members set off to explore the western
edge of the CBD. We walked from Central station (with
a short coffee break) down to the ABC studios for a
guided tour, visiting both radio and TV studios
producing the shows familiar to most of us.
On leaving the ABC, we walked down the relatively new
walkway joining Central to the Darling Harbour precinct.
This walkway has been built over the tracks of the
original goods train line and many artefacts from that
era have been built into the design, as well as leisure
activities (such as metal ping pong tables) to provide for
the nearby university students, workers and residents.
On the way we stopped to look at and in the “paper bag”
building designed by the architect Frank Gehry and built
for the UTS Business School. We had a leisurely lunch
in the sunshine, before heading north to Barangaroo
through the extensive construction taking place at
Darling Harbour. After enjoying the waterfront at
Barangaroo together, we separated and made our own
way to Circular Quay. Some of us had afternoon tea up
in the Rocks, enjoying one member’s memories of
youthful exploits in the area. [Note by Leader Sue de
Beuzeville]
WILD HORSE MANAGEMENT PLAN
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service is seeking
feedback on its Kosciuszko National Park Draft Wild Horse
Management Plan 2016. If you would like to make a
submission, the Colong Foundation for Wilderness has
made available a submission guide and draft submission.
The National Parks Association also has a submission
guide available. Submissions close 19th Aug.
Please note that due to some concern about our print layout, I have
increased the size of the font for this edition. Comments are welcome.
[John D]

AUSTRALIAN BIRD FEEDING & WATERING STUDY
The Australian Bird Feeding and Watering Study is a
citizen science initiative being conducted by
researchers at Deakin and Griffith Universities. Our
interests are the interactions people have with birds in
their own backyards, as this can have a huge impact on
bird diversity and abundance. One of the most common
ways people interact with birds is through providing food
and water.
The Australian Bird Feeding and Watering Study aims
to gather quantitative data on the effects of
supplementary feeding and providing water for birds
and reasons why people provided food and/or water. In
doing so we aim to develop purpose guidelines for those
who feed birds to do so with minimum risk to birds.
You can sign up for and to participate in The Australian
Bird Feeding and Watering Study by turning to
http://www.feedingbirds.org.au. The survey will start on Monday
the 1st Aug when we will ask you to monitor the birds
visiting your bird baths and/or feeders 3 times a week.
The survey will run for 4 weeks ending on Sun 28th Aug.
https://csdb.org.au/feedingbirds/home.aspx - If you have any questions about the

study, check out our Q&A section or just
mailto:g.cleary@deakin.edu.au ?subject=Study
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ardens of Stone photographic exhibition at the new Law
Building Sydney University. 17-18 Sept. Details at

https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/civicrm/event/info?

omegrown Power Plan is a joint project between GetUp! and
Solar Citizens, as reported in The Guardian, showing how to

power with renewable energy

yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 26th
July [Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].
ational Tree Day Sun 31st July and our concerns about trees!
http://www.bing.com/search?q=national+tree+day+2016+

ature Conservation Council NSW with links to 150 community
organisations is committed to protecting and restoring the
unique natural environment of NSW. http://www.nature.org.au/about/
owerful Owl Project is co-managed by BirdLife Australia’s Birds
in Backyards program and the Threatened Bird Network .
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project
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LIME KILN BAY WETLAND PROJECT
Lime Kiln Bay (LKB) wetland was constructed in 2000
to improve aesthetics of the area and quality of water
draining into Lime Kiln Bay reed beds, mangroves, the
bay and the Georges River. The wetland and
surrounding bushland represent a significant
community asset. There are increasingly significant
environmental impacts on the wetland from urban
development that are causing a deterioration in the
natural qualities of the area. The aim of the project was
to raise local community awareness of the impacts on
the wetland, promote increased involvement,
behaviour change and reduce the impacts. **
http://off.oatleypark.com/?page_id

CONCERNS ABOUT CROWN LAND
The NSW state government is reviewing the
administration of Crown land in NSW and proposes to
a) establish a Crown Lands Division as part of a public
trading enterprise, b) promote economic growth over
social, cultural, local and environment concerns, c)
overhaul the ownership of Crown lands that could
result in their widespread sale or commercialisation by
the government and/or transfer to local councils, and
d) replace eight existing Acts applying to Crown lands
with a single Act.
The Crown Lands under review make up nearly half of
NSW (approx. 33 million ha). Most of this land is in
western NSW (30 million ha). In addition, there are 2.5
million ha of Crown reserves across the state. The
remainder of the Crown lands include waterways,
travelling stock reserves, commons, roads and
unallocated land.
State forests and Crown land reserved under the
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 are not subject to
this review. http://www.nature.org.au/crown-land-fact-sheetSAVE OUR TREES
Stand Up for Nature notes that trees and wildlife in rural
areas are in the Baird government's sights. Bushland
remnants and landmark
trees in Sydney and in
towns across NSW are
also at risk. Under
Premier
Baird's
leadership, we have lost
thousands of trees in a
misguided drive for more
rapid "development". Since becoming Premier, Mr
Baird has conducted a war on trees. First, his 10/50
code allowed people to cut down thousands of trees to
improve their views. Then he approved the destruction
of hundreds of trees to make way for his big
infrastructure
projects.
Now his
Biodiversity
Conservation Bill is set to fast-track land-clearing
approvals to appease big agribusiness and property
developers. We need strong, effective conservation
laws that will stop the loss of trees and bushland. Mr
Baird's new Biodiversity Conservation Act is not good
for biodiversity or conservation. http://theconversation.com/
http://www.standupfornature.org.au/suburbs

Aug/Sept 2016

KEEP THE PUBLIC PARKLAND
Georges River Council proposes to progress the
planning proposal for the reclassification and rezoning
of the former Oatley Bowling Club site to allow its use
for up to 9 storey high-rise seniors accommodation (80
units) and as mixed density residential housing).
Impacts on the reserve from this gross
overdevelopment would be grave.
This proposal is clearly wrong - the site is part of the
Myles Dunphy Reserve, named after one of Australia's
first environmentalists and Oatley resident. Myles
approached Hurstville Municipal Council with a view to
turning the land into a reserve spared from housing
development. HMC wanted to purchase or resume the
blocks of land, some of which were then owned by
WW2 servicemen, and eventually did so for the
purpose of a park. It was gazetted as a “Reserve”
(probably before the end of the war). A grant from NSW
government assisted in acquiring the land for "park
purposes". https://www.change.org/p/
A MARINE PARK FOR SYDNEY
The Sydney community has strongly backed a marine
park for Sydney, with about 5,000 submissions
supporting the initiative as part of the NSW
Government’s Hawkesbury Shelf Marine Bioregion
Assessment. The assessment is considering ways to
enhance marine biodiversity in the area between
Newcastle and Wollongong. The proposal for a marine
park is one initiative that includes proposals to reduce
pollution in waterways and restore important fish
habitat. Clearly people want a marine park for the
Sydney region, that would include fully protected
marine sanctuaries like Shelly Beach at Manly, that has
abundant marine life, including giant cuttlefish, schools
of hundreds of yellow tail and large gropers. It’s an
example of what many other parts of the Sydney
coastline could be like with better protections for our
marine life in a large-scale marine park.
A marine park would be science-based and multi-user,
allowing fishing and other activities while fully
protecting some areas for conservation and ensuring
fishing. http://www.nccnsw.org.au/ & http://www.marine.nsw.gov.au/
ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTERS
The BMCS July Hut News notes that the combined
infrastructure and urban planning proposals of the
NSW Baird Government could, in just a few years,
harm everyone in Greater Sydney and the Blue
Mountains region. 3,500ha of World Heritage
wilderness and national park would be turned into a
“dead zone”
The way to minimise the harm from floods in the
Hawkesbury-Nepean catchment is to stop putting
buildings on flood plains. The airport and new
motorways will greatly increase air pollution in what is
already the worst urban air pollution trap in Australia.
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/documents/hutnews/
&
https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/dont-raise-dam-guide-letter
Tasmania's Giant Freshwater Crayfish is terrifying-looking, but still needs
our protection. Put in a submission today to protect their home.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
[See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program]
Aug 22nd (Mon) Meeting at 7.30pm with Rodger Robertson speaking on: “Flora and fauna of Northern Alaska”
Aug 23rd (Tues) Field Day: Discovering the diverse flora of the Royal Botanic Garden, Sydney. We will catch the train departing
Oatley at 9.05am, Mortdale 9.07am and meet at the Woolloomooloo Gate on Art Gallery Road at 10am. The walk should take 2-3
hours. We will have lunch in the gardens, either bring your own or buy it at the cafe. The afternoon is free to visit the other local
attractions such as the new Calyx Exhibit, or perhaps the Art Gallery to see the Archibald Prize paintings. Leader: Amanda Gibson
Sept 24-26th Weekend Field Trip Exploring Capertee NP. We have booked both the cosy homestead and cottage for the weekend
to use as a base while we explore the park and enjoy its abundant wildlife. The accommodation has been reserved for 3 nights, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. Members can stay as long as they wish over that period. There are 4 bedrooms in the homestead with beds for
14 people. The cottage has another 6 beds in two bedrooms. The cost will be $50 per person per night. To reserve a place, please
contact Graham Fry on fryg@zipworld.com.au or 9580 6621. Camping is also available on site.
Sept 26th (Mon) Meeting 7.30pm with Julian Sheen speaking on Travels through Central Asia

25TH JULY: TALK ON REWILDING AUSTRALIA
Rewilding Australia is only three years old, but it is
changing the debate on conservation, trying to move the
concept of ecosystem management from conserving
our ecosystems in their current degraded state to the
use of cost-effective solutions to restore ecosystem
function. The goal is to manage ecosystems to a point
where the species assemblages can look after
themselves a little better.
Rewilding Director Rob Brewster’s presentation at the
meeting provided an insight into the vast losses of
Australian wildlife in the past hundred years as a result
of the spread of cats and foxes. Rob also discussed the
problems with relying on short-term solutions to feral
pest control (baiting and shooting) and proposed that
protecting mainland marsupials by using Tasmanian
devils to create a ‘landscape of fear’ for feral cats and
foxes would be a more cost-effective, humane method.
Technical problems during the meeting gave the
opportunity for an extended Q&A session which
members much appreciated. [Noted by Jan Douglas]
FIELD DAY JULY 31ST STANWELL PARK
A cool Sunday provided the ideal conditions for an
arduous walk from Stanwell Park to Helensburgh.
After alighting from the train at Stanwell Park, 7
members of OFF (one member having a train problem)
were asked for directions by 2 foreign tourists (from Italy
and Israel) to the north side of the Royal National Park.
Realising they would have a great distance to cover
they opted to join our walk. As we had back packs and
maps they assumed we knew what we were doing.
We set off for the long abandoned Otford Railway tunnel,
running for 1.82 km between Stanwell Park and Otford.
In 1888 it was the longest and steepest single line
tunnel. Torches were required as we skirted rubbish,
abandoned machinery, the eroded floor and water
running through. We were impressed by the quality of
the brick work, still in excellent condition.
After a brief stop at the Otford cafe our leader
unfortunately had to leave us due to an injury. We had
good maps and there were many signs along the way,
some had walked the track previously, so we continued
on. The ridge walk provided great views out to sea and
down to Burning Palms. We saw some beautiful
Angophoras and stringy barks and Gymea Lilies in
flower. Epacris and Correa reflexa were also seen. The
Coast Track down to Burning Palms was wet in the
gullies but the palm forest we passed through made up
well for the wet track. We enjoyed a quick and wellearned lunch on the beach; the skies cleared and we
enjoyed a beautiful vista of the surf.
The trek uphill to the Garawarra car park was quite
steep and hot. There we were met by our member with
the train problem. He had had an exciting walk of his
own as he did some bush bashing to find the Burgh
Track. He agreed that the walk back to Otford would be

preferable to continuing to Helensburgh as we may not
have reached there before dark. Back to Otford proved
quicker and a very pleasant walk through beautiful
angophoras, and we caught the 5.15pm from Otford
station. There was one benefit in our
leader leaving us in the morning; as
when making his way to Otford
Station he had come across a small
brush fire that he and others were
able to put out, and to alert the bush
fire brigade. [Noted by Vicki Bolling]
AUSTRALIAN WATER SURVEY
The Australian Water Association, the national peak body
that delivers information, expertise and collaboration for
sustainable water management to Australia’s water
professionals, has conducted a national survey on
Australia’s key water issues. ended 12 Aug; details here
MANGROVE FORESTS THREATENED
An unprecedented mass death of mangrove forests
across Northern Australia's coastline has sent alarm
bells ringing, with Limmen Bight in the Gulf of
Carpentaria, one of the worst hit places. Mangroves are
critical to marine ecosystems, acting as crucial
nurseries for fish and other marine life. They are also
important for our climate, forming critical carbon sinks.
http://www.marineconservation.org.au/pages/climate-change.html
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FOR NOTING

ushcare Major Day Out: 10th Sept 8.30 to 12.30 in Poulton Park
near corner Moreshead Dr and Rickard Rd, Sth Hurstville.

http://www.bushcaresmajordayout.org/

yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 30th
Aug [Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].
uogamarra Nature Reserve, famous wildflowers, open weekends, Sat 13th Aug to 18th Sept - 9am to 4.30pm. Entry: $10
adults, $5 children, $25 family. Menai Wildflower Group visiting the
Reserve on 27th Aug and has invited members of OFF to join them
at 9 am. Closest railway station Cowan; consider car-pooling.
owerful Owl Project is co-managed by BirdLife Australia’s Birds
in Backyards program and the Threatened Bird Network.

P
S

http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project

ave the wetlands and river systems**. OFF has been painting
messages on drains in the area to remind people of what drains
are for and what their misuse can do. The Leader published these photos on 20 Jan.
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LIME KILN BAY WETLAND PROJECT
This project was undertaken by OFF with a grant from
the NSW Environment Minister’s Conservation Fund.
The wetland and surrounding bushland represent a
significant community asset, but there are increasingly
significant environmental impacts on the wetland from
urban development (gross pollutants, sewage,
sediment, weeds, etc.) causing deterioration in the
natural qualities of the area.
The aim of the Project was to raise awareness in the
local community of the wetland’s presence, value and
significance, increase community understanding and
appreciation of the wetlands, increase community
involvement in wetland monitoring and adjacent bush
regeneration programs, and reduce pollutants deriving
from the catchment (litter, sediment, etc.)
The grant amount was $4550. and the Project was
completed on 24th June. Much more at http://off.oatleypark.com/
WARRAGAMBA DAM
The Colong Foundation [CF] in its August bulletin notes
that the NSW Government continues to see
Warragamba Dam as unfinished business, and that the
Dam wall should be raised.
CF notes that the result would be the inundation of over
3,000 hectares of World Heritage listed national park
lands, wilderness and wild rivers. Lower reaches of
protected wild rivers, including the Kowmung, Coxs,
and Nattai Rivers, will be flooded.
CF comments that,
“Temporary
inundation caused by
the proposal would
scar
wilderness
areas, kill riverbank
vegetation
and
deposit
sediment.
The affected parts of
the southern Blue
Mountains national parks, arguably the most protected
parks in Australia, may have to be deregistered as
national park, as they would be degraded were this
scheme to proceed.
Temporary impoundment of floodwater would result in
the ‘bath-ring effect’–visual scarring of the landscape
when natural areas are temporarily inundated. The
NSW Government would like us to believe that the
drowned World Heritage Area will not be degraded, but
once native vegetation is inundated and smothered in
sediment, it is replaced by an eroding mess of bare
earth and weeds”.
The Blue Mountains Conservation Society is also
opposed to the development. Tara Cameron noted,
“We are very concerned that between Badgerys Creek
airport and raising the Warragamba dam wall, the world
heritage values of the Blue Mountains will be deemed
at risk by UNESCO. Australia has an international
obligation to protect these areas not destroy them. This
is an environmental disaster” (BM Gazette, 20th June).

Sept/Oct 2016

WHAT NEXT FOR OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE?
The Georges River Independent Hearing Assessment
Panel has approved the subdivision and boundary
adjustment of the site of the former Oatley Bowling
Club, despite receiving 276 objections and four
objecting petitions with 1275 signatures.
The Leader notes there are serious faults in the
approval, and it lacks any detail of construction and
operational works, with direct bearing on the potential
environmental impact! Notes from Friends of Oatley Inc.
BIODIVERSITY UNDER THREAT
The NSW Government has drafted legislation that will
weaken protection for biodiversity in our state. The
titles of the legislation – Biodiversity Conservation Bill
and Local Land Services Amendment Bill are
misleading and obscure their true purpose.
The bills will actually allow increased damage to the
natural environment through less-regulated landclearing. The bills will remove a legal requirement that
land clearing should “maintain or improve” biodiversity
and will facilitate widespread destruction of native
vegetation in both country and urban areas. Nature will
pay the bill for this ill-conceived legislation.
http://off.oatleypark.com/?cat=8

REGENT HONEYEATER ON THE BRINK
OFF volunteers have been helping ANU PhD
candidate Ross Crates with his research into the
ecology of the Regent Honeyeater, one of our most
endangered birds.
There may be as few as 600 of them remaining in the
wild. Ross will use artificial nests (with false eggs) in
Capertee National Park to ascertain which birds and
mammals threaten the Regent Honeyeater. Ross will
be a speaker at one of OFF’s meetings next year.
http://off.oatleypark.com

RECYCLING PLASTICS
You can recycle soft plastics - those not accepted in Council recycling bins
– at the following local supermarkets (look for the Redcycle bin): Coles in
Mulga Road, Oatley, Coles, Hurstville Station, Woolworths Cross Street,
Hurstville
Acceptable plastics include: bread bags, biscuit packets, frozen food bags,
rice and pasta bags, confectionery packets, cereal box liners, newspaper
wrap, plastic shopping bags. For a complete list of recyclable soft plastics,
see http://redcycle.net.au/redcycle/

AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
Join in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count in Bird Week on 17-23 October.
People all over Australia will be counting the birds and contributing to a vital
pool of information that will help us see how Australian birds are faring.
All you need is 20 minutes, your backyard or other favourite outdoor space,
and some keen eyesight. You can complete as many counts as you like
over the week – so get your friends and family together, head into the great
outdoors and start counting! Last year the event counted 800,000 birds.
There is an app to help you that will be free to download from the app stores
on 1 October. This year there will also be lesson plans for primary schools
so whole classrooms can get involved. Keep an eye on the website to find
out when they will be released. More information: www.aussiebirdcount.org.au

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

OFF News
UPCOMING EVENTS

Print Post App. No. PP 255003/03239

September 2016

[See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program]

Sept 24-26th Weekend Field Trip Exploring Capertee NP. We have booked both the cosy homestead and cottage for the
weekend to use as a base while we explore the park and enjoy its abundant wildlife. Bookings have closed for this week-end trip
but we may visit Capertee NP again next year, so keep it in mind for Spring 2017.
Sept 26th (Mon) Meeting 7.30pm with Julian Sheen speaking on Travels through Central Asia
Oct 24th Monday Meeting – 7.30pm with Laurie Derwent: speaking on “Oysters – canaries of the estuary”
Oct 30th Sunday – Field day Appreciate the beautiful Minnamurra Falls and coastal rainforest. Leader: Julian Sheen
Nov 28th Monday Meeting & Social Supper – 7.30pm with Gary Schoer speaking on “An expedition to Spitzbergen”
Nov 30th Wednesday – Field day Cruise along the scenic Port Hacking River Leader: Graham Fry
Dec 5th Christmas picnic in Oatley Park
Feb 6th 7.30pm AGM followed by member photos and supper

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS TOUR: 24TH AUG
Amanda Gibson’s tour of the Gardens attracted 19
participants on a lovely sunny morning. She guided
them to sites and plants that reflected the Gardens’
history and diverse flora.
In the cool green fernery, we saw a wall of convict-hewn
sandstone blocks from Governor Darling’s bathhouse.
They bore the convicts’ identifying "banker's marks" that
allowed them to be paid for their work. Nearby is the
oldest bridge in Australia – a sandstone arch that was
built in 1816 for Mrs Macquarie.
We had privileged access to the steamy Latitude 23
glasshouse overflowing with luxuriant tropical vegetation
and colourful orchids. Beside the Macquarie Wall, the
Spring Walk was a mass of red, white and cream tulips,
and ornamental fruit trees were beginning to blossom.
Nearby two Australian trees of the Proteaceae family
were also flowering – a macadamia and a Queensland
Tree Waratah (Alloxylon flammeum).
Cycads, conifers, and palms were admired for their
textured trunks and striking leaf shapes. Amanda
pointed out a grove of conifers belonging to the
Araucariaceae - an example of Gondwanan flora – and
led us to a thriving Wollemi Pine (Wollemia nobilis). This
member of the family was only discovered in 1994, but
fossils of the same genus, unearthed in Victoria in the
1960s, were dated at 115 million years old so the
Wollemi Pine can justifiably be called a living fossil.
In its 200th anniversary year, some of the Gardens’
oldest trees were singled out - a Red Cedar sprouting
characteristic fresh red leaves, a 40 m Kauri (Agathis
robusta) planted in 1853, and an aged Queensland
Bottle Tree whose sagging branches have been
propped up. A Forest Red Gum (Eucalyptus
tereticornis) that pre-dated European settlement and
died in 2009 has been carved by local Indigenous artists
and named Yurabirong – “people of this place”.
After discovering many unfamiliar features of the
Gardens and learning much about its heritage, some
participants stayed to have lunch at the Gardens café
and some went on to visit the Sweet Addiction exhibition in
the new Calyx glasshouse.
FLORA AND FAUNA OF NORTHERN ALASKA
Our 55 members and guests at Rodger Robertson’s
presentation in July were a testament to the success of
the change of venue to the cosy Oatley RSL Club. The
chilly outside temperature did manage to set the mood
for Rodger’s travel tale of Northern Alaska following the
famed Trans Alaskan Pipeline along the frozen highway
less travelled. This road is used almost exclusively by
truck drivers supplying the mining camps of this isolated
and eternally frigid Arctic region (made famous by the
TV series: “Ice Road Truckers”). The highway has been
elevated above the tundra floor to avoid the permafrost

that can thaw in summer, and which history has proved
to be disastrous for overland travel.
This band of travellers managed to tick off many of the
iconic Yukon fauna with moose, caribou and Arctic
foxes dominating and fleeting glimpses of Lynx,
ptarmigan and snow-shoe rabbits delighting pundits,
and flora featuring spruce trees in the south and lichens
– the preferred food of tundra grazers like the caribou dominating further northward.
Rodger had researched the controversial oil pipeline
extensively, and passed on many interesting facts
about its construction, maintenance and its future as the
oil reserves diminish. The one burning issue of which
conservationists were initially fearful was the perceived
interruption of the caribou migration because of the
pipeline. However, it seems the Caribou simply ignored
the structure and carried on regardless. [Noted by Matt Allison]
HAVE A SAY ON LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
The Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) is encouraging
community groups and individuals to participate in
drafting District Plans. These will outline the priorities for
each of the six districts across Greater Sydney, be used
for the State Government's coordination of service and
infrastructure, and the Local Government's guide in the
preparation of new Local Environment Plans for private
development. Georges River Council area is part of the
South District, and there are a number of local items
meriting GSC attention. http://www.greater.sydney/
FOR NOTING

A

dvance notice –Kosciuszko NP, Jan 2017. This is not part of
the formal OFF program of activities but for many years we have
enjoyed a week in the High Country and are thinking of booking
Pygmy Possum Lodge at Charlotte’s Pass again, from 8 th January.
Contact Graham Fry fryg@zipworld.com.au or 9580 6621 if interested.
omegrown Power Plan is a joint project between GetUp! and
Solar Citizens, as reported in The Guardian, showing how to

H

power with renewable energy

M

yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 27th
Sept [Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879].
ature Conservation Council NSW with links to 150 community
organisations is committed to protecting and restoring the
unique natural environment of NSW. http://www.nature.org.au/about/
owerful Owl Project is co-managed by BirdLife Australia’s Birds
in Backyards program, and the Threatened Bird Network.
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http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project
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RATIFYING CLIMATE POLICY
Australia will be locked into significantly more
ambitious climate policies by the end of the year, as
one of the key conditions of the far-reaching Paris
climate deal was met overnight and the remaining
condition appears merely a formality.
The Paris climate deal, aiming to cap average global
warming as low as 1.5°C, will come into force within 30
days after it is ratified by some 55 countries
representing some 55% of total emissions.
Another 31 countries, including Mexico and Brazil, and
many vulnerable Pacific island neighbours, signed the
deal. That took the running total to 60, and 48 % of
emissions, including biggest emitters China and US.
Another 14 countries, including the UK, France,
Germany, and Australia, then promised to ratify the
deal by the end of the year. This will ensure that the
second condition will also be reached, and the pact will
be in place before end of 2016 a year after the
agreement was reached in Paris and signed in April.
http://www.echo.net.au/ambitious-climate policies/

ENHANCING KOALA HABITAT
Landholders in the north west of the Lismore local
government area are being invited to take part in a
project aimed at improving koala habitat.
The landholders will be assisted to manage, enhance
and protect biodiversity on their properties as part of
the Council’s biodiversity management strategy.
The Environmental Strategies Officer, Angie Brace,
said the council wanted to hear from landowners in
koala corridors, who have evidence of resident koalas.
‘We are offering people in the north west of the LGA
the chance to improve habitat for local koalas by
planting trees on their property or by having work done
in areas where weeds are restricting koala access to
food trees”. http://www.echo.net.au//
STOP THE CARMICHAEL COAL MINE
The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) is
continuing to fight the proposed mega mine - with its
production capacity of some 60 million tonnes a year from going ahead in Queensland’s Galilee Basin.
"If the Carmichael mine proceeds, its coal will create
4.7 billion tonnes of climate pollution over the proposed
life of the mine, wiping out Australia's efforts to reduce
pollution and contributing to more frequent and severe
bleaching events on the reef," Kelly O'Shanassy,
ACF's chief executive, stated.
"It is extraordinary that in 2016 a federal Environment
Minister can argue in court that a mega-polluting coal
mine will have no impact on the climate and the Great
Barrier Reef," she said. "We'll do everything we can to
stop this mine." https://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/
VICTORIAN BAN ON CSG
The Victorian government is to permanently ban CSG
exploration and fracking. The ban, to be introduced into
parliament later this year, will prohibit the exploration
and development of all onshore unconventional gas in
Victoria. However, in NSW the fight against
unconventional gas continues. www.echo.net.au/2016/08/

Oct/Nov 2016

THE FORMER OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE
The Georges River Council advises that the
Independent Hearing and Assessment Panel (IHAP)
has considered the Development Application and
resolved to approve a lot consolidation and boundary
adjustment for the area formerly known as Oatley
Bowling Club. More at: http://www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/ .
Among the many problems in the proposal is the failure
to recognise the historic status of the Myles Dunphy
Reserve of which the area is still a part, and the
doubtful benefits of establishing seniors housing there.
THE MAHOGANY GLIDER
The Glider (Petaurus gracilis) is an endangered gliding
possum, and one of Australia’s most threatened
arboreal mammals. It is listed as ‘Endangered’ under
the Commonwealth Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. Restricted to the
southern Wet Tropics of north Queensland, from the
Hull River (east of Tully) south to Ollera Creek, usually
below 120m elevation, it is highly mobile and
dependent on continuous open forest or woodland to
range freely.
Clearing has had a dramatic impact on the habitat.
Only 20% remains available, and altered fire regimes,
weed invasion, and intensive grazing threaten the
structure and ecological integrity of remaining
fragments.
Isolation of populations and the decline in habitat
quality are major threats to the species’ survival.
Forests suitable for mahogany gliders are converting to
pioneer rainforest communities because of altered,
reduced fire regimes. These changes threaten the
necessary structural components (i.e. hollows, open
canopy) and food sources MGs require.
The current recovery plan recognises the multiple land
uses and values within the mahogany glider’s
distribution so, wherever possible, recovery actions are
designed to advance the aspirations of all interested
parties. The recovery team includes representatives of
groups affected by the plan - land managers and
landholders, including Traditional Owners, on any land
directly affected. https://en.wikipedia.org/
OIL DRILLING IN THE BIGHT
Conservationists
and
environmentalists
in
Australia are celebrating
a major victory after the
oil giant BP announced
that it is abandoning its
hugely
controversial
plans to drill for oil and
gas in the Great Australian Bight.
BP had been struggling to persuade NOPSEMA that it
could safely drill in this highly ecologically sensitive
region. Three times the regulator has rejected BP
applications, finding the proposals environmentally
inadequate . Environmentalists had called on BP to
abandon its plans saying that the area could not be put
at risk from oil exploitation. http://www.ecowatch.com/
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[See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program]

Oct 24th Monday Meeting – 7.30pm with Laurie Derwent: speaking on “Oysters – canaries of the estuary”
Oct 30th Sunday Field day to Minnamurra Rainforest (with attached waterfall). Meet at the entry to the Budderoo National Park Visitors
Centre at 10.30, (earlier to enjoy a coffee). Go down the Princes Highway through Wollongong, turn right at the Illawarra Highway junction just
north of Albion Park. Follow the sign to Jambaroo and the Minnamurra Rainforest. Just before you get to Jambaroo take a right turn – follow
the sign. You turn right again about 3km along, and follow the signs to the park entrance. Driving about 1.5 hours, Park entry $12 per car. The
walk is about 5-6 km on a constructed pathway, not a bush track, rather steep in places, but we will be in no rush. Rewards include wonderful
rainforest, birdlife, great waterfall and Minnamurra creek views. [Leader Julian Sheen 0415428744]
Nov 28th Monday Meeting & Social Supper – 7.30pm with Gary Schoer speaking on “An expedition to Spitzbergen”
Nov 30th Wednesday – Field day Cruising the scenic Port Hacking River. OFF’s final outing for the year will be a maritime excursion on 30th
Nov exploring the upper reaches of Port Hacking, leaving from the Cronulla wharf (same for Bundeena ferry) at 10am. It will go for 3 hours,
morning tea is provided, a sandwich lunch will cost $6.50 (must be pre-ordered the day before), or you can provide your own. The cruise cost is
$25 payable on the day, lunches extra. We need to confirm numbers in advance, so please book with Graham Fry or Liz Cameron  95806621,
or by email to fryg@zipworld.com.au. As they will be away from 3rd to 20th Nov, preferably book before 3rd. If by train, catch the Cronulla train at
Mortdale at 8:54 or Oatley at 8:56.
Dec 5th Christmas picnic in Oatley Park. & Feb 6th 7.30pm AGM followed by member photos and supper

CAPERTEE FIELD TRIP: 24TH SEPT
For the fifteen OFF members and
friends on this outing, the highlight was
seeing gorgeous gold and black
Regent Honeyeaters at close quarters.
It was a fitting reward for those who
had made artificial nests for a
predation experiment run by ANU
postgraduate student Ross Crates.
One night Ross showed photos of
predators,
including
Brush-tailed
Possums, Sugar Gliders and Grey Shrike-thrushes, that
had raided the artificial nests.
There were ambles along trails through different
habitats that offered plentiful subjects for the
photographers in the group. On the upland Airstrip Trail
four different orchids were flowering and there was a
sweeping vista of distant peaks that included Mt
Marsden and Tayan Peak in Wollemi NP. By contrast
the shaded grassy banks of crystal clear Ullumbra
Creek sheltered maidenhair ferns and native violets,
and supported massive river sheoaks on which fineleafed mistletoes were flowering.
Driving back to the homestead after a late afternoon
visit to the Valley Lookout, we were treated to a
magnificent rainbow and encountered Wallaroos and
Common Wombats venturing onto the river flats for their
evening meal. Recent rains had put a fresh in the
Capertee River and encouraged a chorus of frogs and
crickets at night.
Many thanks to Deb Andrew who shared her intimate
knowledge of the park and its rich flora and fauna.
TRAVELS THROUGH CENTRAL ASIA: 26TH SEPT
The talk grappled with the complex history of Central
Asia, sometimes known as the five “Stans”
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and
Turkmenistan). Culture, mixing history and geography,
dealt with the nomadic tribes of the steppe and the
limited influence of China. Stories of such exotic
peoples and places as the Sogdians, the Parthians, and
the Saminids with Samarkand, Bukhara and Ashkhabad
were traced along the great artery of central Asia, the
Amu Darya (or Oxus River). The backdrop was the
towering mountains of the Pamir and Tienshan and the
parchment dry of the Karakum desert.
Alexander the Great made his mark here in 320 BC,
later came the Islamic invasion, the contest with China
and the growth of Persian influence leading to the
golden age of the Islamic enlightenment (about 9001200 AD). Much of this was swept away by the crushing
impact of the Mongols in 1220 AD followed by the
destruction brought about by Tamerlane. Threading
though this vivid historical tapestry of beauty, delicate

artistry, violence and terror were the Silk Road caravan
routes to and from China, India, Persia and Europe.
In the 19th century when the region was fragmented and
in decay, Imperial Russia moved in to face the British
Empire active in India and Afghanistan; contestants in
what became known as the Great Game.
From Russian rule came the Soviet Union that
collapsed in 1991, bringing about the five republics we
know today. [Summary by our speaker; Julian Sheen]
HAVE A SAY ON LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
The Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) is encouraging
community groups and individuals to participate in
drafting District Plans. These will outline the priorities for
each of the six districts across Greater Sydney, be used
for the State Government's coordination of service and
infrastructure, and the Local Government's guide in the
preparation of new Local Environment Plans for private
development. Georges River Council area is part of the
South District, and there are a number of local items
meriting GSC attention. http://www.greater.sydney/
FOR NOTING

A

dvance notice –Kosciuszko NP, Jan 2017. This is not part of
the formal OFF program of activities but for many years we have
enjoyed a week in the High Country and are thinking of booking
Pygmy Possum Lodge at Charlotte’s Pass again, from 8 th January.
Contact Graham Fry fryg@zipworld.com.au or 9580 6621 if interested.
omegrown Power Plan is a joint project between GetUp! and
Solar Citizens, as reported in The Guardian, showing how to

H

power with renewable energy

Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Tues 25
Myles
[
.

N
P

th

Oct

Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879]

ature Conservation Council NSW with links to 150 community
organisations is committed to protecting and restoring the
unique natural environment of NSW. http://www.nature.org.au/about/
owerful Owl Project is co-managed by BirdLife Australia’s Birds
in Backyards program, and the Threatened Bird Network.
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/powerful-owl-project

Sorry - It wasn’t my fault

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223,  9580 6621 mailto:off@oatleypark.com O.F.F News is on our website
before our monthly meetings. Editor: John Davoren. Hyperlinks give you much more information, but some downloads may be large.

http://off.oatleypark.com

Issue 11/16

NEW DONATION STRATEGY
The Planning Workshop in May considered a new
approach for the Society in using money raised from
donations and member subscriptions. It was proposed
to direct this money more effectively in financial support
of research projects in line with OFF’s objectives. A
broad approach was approved at the Committee’s
August meeting, and a subcommittee has been set up
to produce an outline of how such a new researchfunding scheme could work into the future.
FORMER OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE
At the Council meeting on 7 November, six people
spoke against the planning proposal proceeding
however, the Administrator decided to press on with it.
The proposal to reclassify the property to operational
and rezone it to SP2 infrastructure (seniors housing)
and community facilities will be amended to apply only
to the seniors housing part (50%) of the site. A height
limit of 18.5m (more than twice the surrounding area’s
existing limit) has been proposed for the new zoning.
Amongst the many issues of community concern are the
loss of open space and environmental impacts of this
proposal on Myles Dunphy Reserve. Council will be
conducting community information sessions on Wed 23
November and Sat 26 November. For more information
see Friends of Oatley website and facebook.
RENEWABLE ENERGY
Prior to the development of coal, nearly all energy used
was renewable. The oldest known use dates back
790,000 years ago, in the form of traditional biomass to
fuel fires. Probably the second oldest usage was
harnessing the wind to drive ships over water, some
7000 years ago. Recorded history notes the primary
sources of energy as human labour, animal power,
water power, wind, windmills, firewood and whale oil. In
the 1860s there were already fears that civilization
would run out of fossil fuels. By 1911 solar energy was
recognized as important. A Scientific American article in
that year noted. “Sun-power generators will, in the near
future, displace all other forms of mechanical power
over at least 10% of the earth's surface”. It predicted
that in the longer run SPGs may be central in supporting
the human race”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
UPDATE ON FLUSHABLE WIPES
CHOICE notes Kimberly Clark’s claim that its new
woven Kleenex Cleansing Cloths disintegrated "just like
toilet paper". This proved not to be the case when it
tested the product. Tests showed that flushable wipes
don't break up, and are likely to block pipes, with an
estimated yearly cost of $15 million to clear blockages.
KEEP AUSTRALIA SAFE FROM GUN VIOLENCE
20 years after our nation acted to stop more firearm
deaths Australia's gun laws are being quietly, and
gradually weakened. This risks putting our children in
danger again. https://www.change.org/
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WHAT IS TO BLAME FOR SA BLACKOUTS?
Even if South Australia were powered entirely from coal,
rather than 40% by renewable energy as it now is, this
blackout would still have happened. As South Australian
Premier Jay Weatherill said: "This was a weather event,
not
a
renewable
energy
event”.
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/renewable-energy
THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
The Australian Marine Conservation Society notes that
the Reef is struggling and its fears were confirmed with
the release of the annual Great Barrier Reef report card.
For the fifth year in a row, the Reef’s overall condition
has been rated as ‘D’ by the government report card,
and the assessment took place before the biggest coral
bleaching event on record - meaning the condition has
become even worse! The report card reveals massively
inadequate progress and investment from government
and a failure to deliver on their promises to achieve reef
water quality targets.
THE SPRINGVALE MINE
The community group 4nature, represented by EDO
NSW, is appealing a NSW Land and Environment Court
decision allowing Springvale coal mine in the Blue
Mountains to discharge large amounts of mine water
into the river system that forms part of Sydney’s drinking
water catchment.
The Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) approved
an extension to the mine operations, and in September
the Court found PAC’s approval lawful.
4nature argues that the approval was unlawful as PAC
could not be satisfied the development will have a
‘neutral or beneficial’ effect on water quality in the
catchment – a standard introduced by the NSW
Government in 2009 specifically to protect Sydney’s
drinking water catchment.
This is the first case to test the 2009 laws that also
stipulated that a development cannot be approved
unless the consent authority is satisfied that it will have
a ‘neutral or beneficial’ effect on water quality.
http://www.edonsw.org.au/springvale
PROTECTING THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT
The Wilderness Society notes that BP has done the decent
thing and backed out of the Bight, and now wants the
Federal Gov to play its part in protecting this pristine
marine sanctuary from Big Oil, by rescinding all remaining
exploration leases and banning all oil and gas
development in the Bight. https://www.theguardian.com/
2017 OFF MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Members, we will shortly receive a letter reminding us that the
annual $25 membership subscription is due by 1st January. It will
also ask us to update our contact details if they have changed
recently.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm,
usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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Monday Meeting & Social Supper – 7.30pm with Gary Schoer speaking on “An expedition to Spitzbergen”

th

Nov 30 Wednesday – Field day Cruising the scenic Port Hacking River. OFF’s final outing for the year will be a
maritime excursion on 30th Nov exploring the upper reaches of Port Hacking, leaving from the Cronulla wharf (same wharf
as Bundeena ferry) at 10am. It will go for 3 hours, morning tea is provided, a sandwich lunch will cost $6.50 (must be preordered the day before), or you can provide your own. The cruise cost is $25 payable on the day, lunches extra. We need
to confirm numbers in advance, so please book with Graham Fry or Liz Cameron  95806621, or by email to
Presentation
OFF at
website.
fryg@zipworld.com.au. If going by train, catch the Cronulla train
at Mortdale available
at 8:54 oron
Oatley
8:56.
th
th
Dec 5 Christmas picnic in Oatley Park. Feb 6 7.30pm AGM followed by member photos and supper (bring a plate
to share)

FIELD DAY REPORT: 30TH OCTOBER 2016
A simply beautiful day was
spent in the calm ambience
of the Minnamurra Rainforest
on Sunday 30th October.
Sixteen walkers gathered at
the Visitors Centre of the
Budderoo National Park
ready to face the climb up to
the Falls. Because of track
work the walk was in two
parts: the steep walk to the
waterfall followed by the
lovely Minnamurra River walk.The first part of the walk
was a challenge made easier by the regular path and
rewarded by views of the deep chasm and distant views
of the higher falls. After rain the water flow gushed down
into the deep canyon. The bush was damp and fertile
and the birdlife kept us company. We returned to the
picnic area near the Visitors Centre for lunch then set
out on the shorter walk along the river. The walk was
glorious with added excitement provided by the two
suspension bridges. All in all, it was a top day. [Report by
leader Julian Sheen] OFF Website for photos and more
details.

LIONS FESTIVAL
This year’s festival was superb, sunny with a light
breeze, and well attended. OFF’s stand was adjacent to
the Bush Care and Oatley Heritage and Historical
Society's sites and we all benefited from the locations
with the public going to each of our stalls.
Our Oatley Park brochures
were popular, particularly the
bird brochure, and Shaun
Keays-Byrne produced a
nice set of greeting cards
using the brilliant photos of
Peter Mercer. These sold
well and raised over $100.
We had a good range of
plants for sale. We sold
about 75% of the stock and
were very happy to share the
proceeds with the suppliers.
This is OFF’s best opportunity for public exposure. We
benefited by gaining 5 new memberships on the day,
and distributing many membership packages. It was a
good day; many thanks to the volunteer staff, and to
those who arranged our stall
FOR NOTING

Kosciuszko NP, Jan 2017.
TH

TALK ON OYSTERS: 24 OCTOBER
74 OFF members and guests attended a fabulous talk
on oysters from local expert, Laurie Derwent. He spoke
of the rich history of the estuarine areas around the
Georges River - home of the world’s best oyster:
Saccostrea glomerata (Sydney Rock Oyster).
He spoke of its cultivation
from the early days in
1880’s: when stone was
cut, and laid around the
estuary to capture spat;
and the rack method
where
oysters
were
suspended above the mud
to avoid the mud worm.

We have booked Pygmy Possum
Lodge at Charlotte’s Pass again, from 8th January. Contact
Graham Fry fryg@zipworld.com.au or 9580 6621 if
interested.

Speakers: Our Program Officer is looking for interesting
speakers on subjects related to flora and fauna for some of
our meetings next year. If you have any suggestions, contact
Matt  9570 8271.

Walks: Our Field Officer is looking for people to lead
interesting walks. Contact Graham  9580 6621

Yemen crisis: Amnesty International notes the severe problems in
Yemen https://www.amnesty.org.au/yemen-crisis-l/

Paintings of Oatley: 2017 Calendar: $8/member

As the production and the
demand for oysters increased, this sustainable industry
supported many farmers for generations. Then the
troubles began with E. coli infection from water
pollution; TBT (antifouling paint) influence on shellfish;
introduction of rogue Pacific oysters; and the death knell
itself – QX in 1994. This parasite ruined the oyster
industry in the Georges River and the livelihood of many
local farming families.
As our city continues to grow and our sewerage and
drainage infrastructure buckles, our precious river
engorges on a toxic cocktail, the humble oysters' home
is threatened. Presentation on OFF website
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