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AGM FIRST MEETING OF 2017  
Best wishes for 2017 to all our members and friends 
are extended by the 2016 Committee.  
The first meeting of the year will be the Annual General 
Meeting on Monday, 6th February when the 2017 office 
bearers and Committee will be elected. We would like 
to hear from anyone interested in joining the 
committee. 
 Our meetings start at 7.30 pm at the Oatley RSL 

2016 - ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 
The Conversation journal notes as follows: “If 2015 
ended on a note of hope, with the successful 
conclusion of the Paris climate talks, the overriding 
impression of 2016 is that 2015’s optimism has been 
answered with a large reality check. 
The Paris Agreement was meant to herald a year when 
politicians would finally cut through the stalemate and 
start saving the planet. Instead we watched aghast as 
swathes of the Great Barrier Reef were killed by climate 

change, while the political uncertainty only grew. Donald 
Trump completed his improbable climb to the US 
political summit, and Australian climate politics stayed 
mired in the trenches. 
Nowhere was that more evident than in the unseemly 
blame game over the state-wide blackout that plunged 
South Australia into darkness on a stormy night in 
September. 
With fingers being pointed at the state’s reliance on 
wind power, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull used the 
incident to call for an end to Labor states setting their own 

agendas on renewable energy. That was despite an 
analysis showing that the blackout was due to damage 
to 22 transmission towers.”  
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/renewable-energy 

CRUISING THE HACKING RIVER 
The last OFF outing for 2016 was a three-hour cruise 
on 30th Nov along the Hacking River to Royal National 
Park. 36 members and friends embarked at 10.30 am 
on a fine mild day and enjoyed a smooth and 
comfortable ride. Unlimited morning tea was available 
throughout the cruise and at the conclusion some 
lunched in Cronulla.  
We travelled on the M.V. Tom 
Thumb III, named after the 2.5 
metre rowing boat in which Bass 
and Flinders explored the area in 
1796. Their voyage is 
commemorated by a monument at 
Bass and Flinders Point in Cronulla. For more see our Website 

SPITZBERGEN IN THE ARCTIC 
Gary Schoer, OFF member and extensive Polar 
traveller spoke at our 28th Nov meeting, with his photos 
and assessment of the beauties of and threats to the 
Arctic. Gary took us along with him on his Aurora 
Expedition small group expedition to the Svalbard 
Archipaelego including its biggest Island, Spitzbergen, 
between Norway and Greenland.  

He noted especially the 
rapid increase in average 
air temperatures, reduction 
in amount of sea ice 
especially thicker multi-year 
ice. In some areas average 
temperatures have 
increased by as much as 10 

°C causing the frozen soil of the tundra to melt and 
even creating additional pine forests where once there 
were no trees over many parts of the Arctic. For much more 

see our website 
Annual trip to Kosciuszko National Park, January 2017 

CHARLOTTE PASS 
Fourteen OFF members stayed in Pygmy Possum 
Lodge at Charlotte Pass during the week of 8th-15th 
January.  Accommodation was comfortable with 
spectacular views of alpine scenery.  The countryside 
was green and snow gums were regenerating well from 
the 2003 fires.  Walks included Porcupine Rocks, Dead 
Horse Gap, Blue Lake, Mt Kosciuszko via the Summit 
Road, Rainbow Lake, Guthega to Illawong, Waterfall 
and Mt Stilwell.   
 

 Members are reminded that the annual $25 membership 
subscription is due. Also please check your contact details. 

CONGRATULATIONS ROBIN DICKSON 
OFF nominated Robin, our Membership Secretary and Welfare 
Officer, for the GRC Volunteer of the Year Awards 2016.  
The awards became incorporated in the Australia Day Awards 
2017, so finally on Monday 23rd January, Robin was presented 
with her Georges River Council Australia Day Volunteer Award 
by the General Manager Gail Connolly, Administrator John 
Rayner and Federal MP David Coleman.  
OFF representatives Graham Lalchere, Peter de Beuzeville 
and Liz Cameron were there to congratulate Robin. 
Mrs Robin Dickson joined OFF in 1990 and for the past 23 years 
has been a very active member of the Society and of its 
Committee. 

http://www.cluboatley.com.au/
http://off.oatleypark.com/
https://theconversation.com/2016-the-year-that-was-environment-energy-70656
https://theconversation.com/the-paris-climate-agreement-at-a-glance-50465
https://theconversation.com/great-barrier-reef-bleaching-would-be-almost-impossible-without-climate-change-58408
https://theconversation.com/great-barrier-reef-bleaching-would-be-almost-impossible-without-climate-change-58408
https://theconversation.com/we-dont-know-why-south-australias-wind-farms-stopped-working-so-hold-off-on-the-blame-game-66631
https://theconversation.com/what-caused-south-australias-state-wide-blackout-66268
https://theconversation.com/turnbull-uses-south-australian-blackout-to-push-for-uniformity-on-renewables-66275
https://theconversation.com/turnbull-uses-south-australian-blackout-to-push-for-uniformity-on-renewables-66275
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-28/sa-weather-south-australia-without-power-as-storm-hits/7885930
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/renewable-energy
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=Bass+And+Flinders+Point,+Cronulla,+New+South+Wales&biw=1680&bih=975&tbm=isch&imgil=9Oqm7tDVGHibqM%253A%253BHYMqR6e9g_ASiM%253Bhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fcommons.wikimedia.org%25252Fwiki%25252FFile%25253ABass_and_Flinders_Point%25252C_Cronulla%25252C_New_South_Wales_(2010-07-19)_04.jpg&source=iu&pf=m&fir=9Oqm7tDVGHibqM%253A%252CHYMqR6e9g_ASiM%252C_&usg=__VIOUGJXCa9LCtHdgIA01_eNtFDk%3D&ved=0ahUKEwj2lKfe_c_RAhXDmZQKHfIRCNIQyjcIJA&ei=9Z6BWLbGL8Oz0gTyo6CQDQ#imgrc=9Oqm7tDVGHibqM%3A
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=5739
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=5707
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=5707
http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Calving-Arctic.jpg
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF OATLEY FLORA & FAUNA 
CONSERVATION SOCIETY INC. FOR  
YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2016. 

Income and Expenditure Statement 2016. 
Rodger Robertson - Treasurer 

INCOME 2016 2015 

Subscriptions $3,408.00 $3,940.00 

Donations $1,665.70 $1,982.00 

Sales stalls etc. $178.85 $308.00 

NSW Gov Grant Drain Project 
 

$4,550.00 

Interest (chq acct) $3.20 $3.46 

Annual dinner $1,756.00 $3,390.00 

2015 Calendar sales $455.00 $909.00 

2016 Calendar sales $827.00 $1,023.00 

Capertee trip $548.25 
 

Bird cards $509.25 
 

Miscellaneous income $90.00 $345.00 

TOTAL $9,441.25 $16,450.46 

EXPENSES 
  

OFF Newsletter printing 
postage 

-$1,374.34 -$1,098.24 

Insurance -$315.00 -$295.00 

PO Box rental -$121.00 -$115.00 

Church hall hire 
 

-$477.00 

Dept. Fair Trading -$54.00 -$53.00 

Planning day -$307.75 
 

Bushcare day -$69.96 -$97.97 

Donations and Membership -$985.00 -$3,135.00 

Annual  dinner -$1,553.07 -$3,555.00 

2016 Calendar expenses -$1,000.00 -$1,000.00 

Capertee expenses -$584.25 
 

Drain Project expenditure -$1,144.07 -$3,474.10 

Card printing -$470.49 -$1,568.00 

Miscellaneous -$244.96 -$186.96 

TOTAL -$8,223.89 -$15,055.27 

SURPLUS $1,217.36 $1,395.19 

Bank Reconciliation 2016 2015 

Balance 1st January $11,717.70 $10,322.51 

Surplus on year $1,253.36 $1395.19 

Cheque account balance 31st  
Dec 

$12,971.77 $11,717.00 

12 month term deposit (net) $8,331.77 $8,176.00 

Total bank balance  31st Dec $21,302.83 $19,893.70 

THE FORMER OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE 
The Georges River Council [GRC] has resolved that it 
will not proceed with the HCC 2014 resolution to rezone 
the site to a residential 7-9 storey mixed facility, and that 
any plan for re-zoning and classification is unlikely to 
occur before the new Council is elected in September. 
See Council statements 

However, it is not clear that the GRC will be leaving all 
action in this regard for the new council. For much more 
information on possibly significant changes please go to 
the Friends of Oatley website and OFF’s website  

OATLEY PARK 
The new NSW Crown Land Management Act will allow 
private businesses to control Crown reserves, to charge 
entry fees to public land and to agree on uses outside 
those permitted by statute. 
Oatley Park is Crown Land as indicated in the state 
government’s webpage for Crown Reserves. It is too 
important and significant for its needs to be ignored or 
under-resourced or its management to be off-loaded to 
the private sector. 
We need to express our concerns to Mark Coure MP 
and to sign a petition asking for the matter of our public 
land to be referred to ICAC with all decisions on hold 
until after the ICAC investigation. nsw-crown-land-corruption-to-

be-referred-to-icac 

FOR NOTING 

lean Up Australia Day 2016 Sunday 5th March. Details above.  

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au 

arth Hour will be held on 25th March between 8.30 and 9.30pm 

local time. www.timeanddate.com/earth-hour 

yles Dunphy Streamwatch, next meets at 9am on Feb 28th  

[Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879]. 
peakers: Our Program Officer is looking for interesting speakers 
on subjects related to flora and fauna for some of our meetings 

next year. If you have any suggestions, contact Matt  9570 8271. 
alks: Our Field Officer is looking for people to lead interesting 
walks. Please contact Graham  9580 6621 

 

Unusual Falcon Nesting 
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UPCOMING EVENTS   [See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program]  

Feb 6th 7.30pm is our AGM at Oatley RSL. The AGM will be followed by a brief ceremony with certificates of 
appreciation presented to long-term members. Bring a plate of food and any interesting OFF related slides to screen. 

Feb 27th Monday Meeting with A/Professor Stuart Khan of the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 
UNSW speaking on the management of water quality for recreational use of urban rivers.  
March 5th Sunday Clean Up Australia Day. OFF members will be cleaning up around edges of Lime Kiln Bay. Everyone 
is invited; stay for an hour or the morning. Meet at Jinna Reserve, bottom of Pamela Ave, South Peakhurst after 
8.30am. Bags provided but bring boots and rubber gloves -  low tide, access easier. Sign in at the OFF marquee. 

mailto:off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com/?page_id=241
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperlink
http://www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/Major-Projects/Former-Oatley-Bowling-Club
https://sites.google.com/a/friendsofoatley.com/friends-of-oatley-inc/news
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=5527
https://www.communityrun.org/petitions/nsw-crown-land-corruption-to-be-referred-to-icac
https://www.communityrun.org/petitions/nsw-crown-land-corruption-to-be-referred-to-icac
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-the-event/clean-up-australia-day
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/world/earth-hour
http://off.oatleypark.com/?page_id=1017
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OUR AGM WAS ON 6TH FEB AT OATLEY RSL 
Details of the meeting are on our website. Summaries of
the  Presidential  Address  and  Secretary’s  Report  for
2016 are presented here. 

LONG-TERM MEMBERS RECOGNISED.

At  the  AGM  Graham  Lalchere,
Robin  Dickson  and  Alan  Fairley
presented certificates of recognition
for  long-term  membership  to
fourteen who have been members
of  the  Society  for  35  years  or
longer. Foremost among them were
Rafe and Moyia Kowron, foundation
members  of  OFF  when  it  was
formed in 1955.  

Recipients  spoke of  their  delight  at  receiving this  recognition  and
their appreciation of the work OFF does for environmental issues.
Shaun Keays-Byrne took photos of the presentation and these are
available on the website.  Altogether 26 members were recognised
for their long-term membership 

LIZ CAMERON’S SECRETARIAL SUMMARY
The meetings at Oatley RSL have been successful; with
attendance increasing by 20%. Forty-eight enjoyed the
Annual  Dinner  at  Mortdale  RSL  organised  by  Sue
Howard.  
The  Strategic  Planning  Workshop  reviewed  OFF’s
directions and priorities. 32 members participated in five
discussion  groups  summarised  by  Facilitator,  Philip
Andersen. 
Membership  remains  around  300.  Membership
Secretary  Robin  Dickson  received  a  Georges  River
Council Volunteer of the Year Award, and Chris Lloyd a
St  George  Community  Award  for  Environmental
Achievement. 
Matt  Allison lined up a succession of  good speakers.
Laurie Derwent’s talk on oysters in the Georges River
drew the largest audience.
Field  outings  arranged  by  Graham  Fry  attracted  an
average of  18;  most  popular  were the Hacking  River
cruise,  and  the  picnic  at  Cordeaux  Dam  to  protest
against mining in water catchments. A highlight of the
week-end at Capertee National Park was observing the
endangered  Regent  Honeyeaters.  OFF  members
assisted a research project  on these birds by making
artificial nests and contributing a monitoring camera.
The  Lime  Kiln  Bay  Wetland  Community  Engagement
and  Education  project  co-ordinated  by  Kim  Wagstaff,
concluded  with  two  guided  walks  and  a  post-project
survey.  Lime Kiln Bay was our 2016 Clean Up Australia
site supervised by Alan Fairley; 36 bags of rubbish were
collected.
We held stalls at Oatley Lions Village Festival, the 2017
Australia Day Festival in Carss Park and two stalls in

Oatley shopping centre in December raising funds for
research.
A  priority  in  our  Strategic  Plan  is  to  increase
engagement with younger people. We led a Hike it Baby
walk  in  Oatley  Park  and  assisted  Penshurst  Public
School with a garden in their playground.
We  continued  to  lobby  politicians  to  protect  the
environment  and  opposed  the  Draft  Biodiversity
Conservation  legislation as  inadequate  to  protect  the
State’s biodiversity.

GRAHAM LALCHERE’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
I would like to thank the outgoing committee, and Sue
Howard  who,  along  with  Vicki  Bolling,  organised  the
annual dinner. John Davoren also deserves thanks for
his sterling efforts with the Newsletter. Unfortunately, he
is  unable  to  continue  in  this  role  due  to  his  health
problems.
Thanks also to the Hospitality and Welcome group: Val
Douglas,  Bev  Watters,  Sue  de  Beuzeville  and  Vicki
Bolling and the organisers of the year's events, our field
and  program  officers,  and  those  who  helped  out  on
various stalls. 
OFF ACTIVITIES FOR 2017.  We have received three
grants from the newly formed Georges River Council.
More details in next newsletter.
1 Oatley Castle  $30,000, to fund a consultant's report
on requirements to restore the castle's structure .
2 Oatley Park Disabled Pathway $30,000 to construct
a wheel-chair/stroller  path from the Myra Wall  garden
car-park 
3 Oatley  Park  Track  Signage  $6,404  to  erect  new
signage on the three main walks in the park. 

Other Projects 
Oatley West  Station  park  planting  initiated  by  Matt
Allison, will involve native plantings on an isolated area
down to the station near River Road.
Myles Dunphy Reserve former Oatley Bowling Club
Development of this site will see a considerable amount
of the bush removed at the entrance to River Road off
Mulga Road to  create  an Asset  Protection  zone from
bush fire. OFF will work to protect the bushland.
Lime  Kiln  Bay  Wetland  Project  We  plan  to  run
another walk in April, hopefully with our local federal MP,
David  Coleman.This  is  particularly  relevant  following
recent publicity in the Leader highlighting the deplorable
state of the wetlands.  

Conclusion  OFF  will  be  active  in  improving  the
environment,  not  just  campaigning  against  negative
impacts, and would like our members' help in doing this,
and with our projects throughout the year.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm, 

usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

http://www.cluboatley.com.au/
http://off.oatleypark.com/
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CROWN LAND THREATENED 
The  Auditor  General  has  concluded  that  countless
crown reserves were being used for unlawful purposes,
including by businesses well connected to the relevant
decision makers. Some 90% of dodgy deals were done
behind closed doors, for peppercorn rents.  The Auditor
General recommended  Crown     Lands identify all cases
of  unlawful  use  of  Crown  reserves  by  March  2017.
http://www.audit.nsw.gov.au/publications
Last  November  the  NSW  Government  rushed  the
Crown Land Management Bill through Parliament.  An
online  petition is  available  for  signing  asking  for
immediate  referral  to  ICAC  of  the  serious
mismanagement  of  Crown  land,  and  deferral  of  the
commencement  date  of  the  new Act  until  ICAC  has
investigated and reported. Oatley Park is Crown Land.

FLYING FOXES RETURN 
Our resident Flying Fox watcher Geoff Francis reports
http://www.earthhour.org.au/home/that  Flying  foxes
have  returned  to  Myles  Dunphy  Bush  Reserve  this

summer.  There  are
currently  about 650
roosting  in  the  Myles
Dunphy camp, and many
of  the  bats  are  in  poor
condition.  There  is  a
shortage of blossom food
for  them  in  much  of
Eastern Australia,  and,  in
Sydney  the  shortage
might be partly due to the
unseasonal  dry  weather..

http://off.oatleypark.com

COAL SEAM GAS
The  Wilderness  Soc  notes  that  the  Pilliga  EIS was
lodged last  week,  only  days  after  a  cabinet  reshuffle
under  new Premier  Gladys  Berejiklian.  The  EIS  and
pursuit  of  CSG  in  the  Pilliga  will  force  a  showdown
across the North West farming region which has held
back the last remaining CSG proposal in NSW for years
—after  victories  against  CSG  at  Lismore,  Gloucester
and Newcastle. A Gas Field Free NSW is still possible,
but it will take support from across the state. Call on the new
Premier to make NSW CSG Free!   

NEW BLUE MOUNTAINS NATURE WEBSITE 
Wanting  somewhere  you  can  learn  about  the  flora,
fauna,  ecology,  landscape  and  geology  of  the  Blue
Mountains?  The  website,  Blue  Mountains  Nature  at

http://bmnature.info  / is  a  collaboration  between Alan Page,
keen botanist and former webmaster for Blue Mountains
Conservation Society, and Ian Brown, a photographer,
naturalist and conservationist.

 CLIMATE EMERGENCY DECLARATION
Climate  scientists  say  that  we  face  a  climate
emergency,  and  that  our  actions  so  far  have  come
nowhere  near  what  is  required.  We  have  just
experienced  the  hottest  year  on  record.  In  February,
there was an alarming global temperature spike of more
than  1.5°C  of  warming,  just  months  after  the  Paris
Climate  talks  set  an  aim  of  not  exceeding  that
benchmark. Carbon emissions must be reduced to zero
within a few years, and we must safely draw down the
excess carbon dioxide already in the atmosphere, and
transition from coal, gas and oil  to 100% renewables,
replacing fossil fuel jobs with jobs in renewables. 
Climate warrior Steve Posselt is kayaking to Canberra
to deliver a petition calling on Parliament to declare a
climate  emergency.  Sign  the  petition
here :http://climateemergency 

AUSTRALIA DAY AT CARSS PARK 
This year Georges River Council relocated its Australia
Day citizenship ceremony and  picnic celebrations from
Oatley Park to Carss Park. Despite it being a little out of
our area, OFF decided to have a stall at the new site.

Our allocated area was in the
midst  of  ethnic  food  stalls,
but in a busy zone so there
were  enough  interested
people  dropping  by.  We
publicised  our  Society,
answered  questions  on
environmental  issues  and
gave  away  some  of  our

brochures.  An  information  board  on  recycling  soft
plastics captured a lot of attention. A big thanks to those
members who gave up their time to be present on the
day - all agreed that the exercise was worth it.

FOR NOTING
MylesDunphy     Streamwatch  , next meets at 9am on Feb 28th 
Details: Sharyn 9579 1262, Heather 0425 291 879]. 
Protest meeting for Oatley Bowling Club site see facebook site  -: 
Myles Dunphy Back   Yard
Earth     Hour will be held on 25th March between 8.30 and 
9.30pm local time. http://www.earthhour.org.au/home/

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223,  9580 6621 mailto:off@oatleypark.com O.F.F News is on our website before
our monthly meetings. Editor: John Davoren.   Hyperlinks give you much more information, but some downloads may be large.

UPCOMING EVENTS [See OFF’s whole year’s program at: off.oatleypark.com/program ]
Feb 27th Monday Meeting with A/Professor Stuart Khan of the School of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, UNSW speaking on the management of water quality for 
recreational use of urban rivers. 
March 2nd Thursday Field Day-moderate walk through Poulton Park, Kyle Williams Reserve and Carss 
Bush Park where we will inspect the new seawall and have lunch.  Meet 8.30 am at bus stop in Ormonde 
Parade, Hurstville, carry water. At Carss Park participants can swim or have coffee/lunch. We return to 
Hurstville either on foot or by bus. Leader Graham Fry (mobile 0490 056 233)
March 5th Sunday Clean Up Australia Day. OFF members will be cleaning up around edges of Lime
Kiln Bay. Everyone is invited; stay for an hour or the morning. Meet at Jinna Reserve, bottom of 
Pamela Ave, South Peakhurst after 8.30am. Bags provided but bring boots and rubber gloves -  low
tide, access easier. Sign in at the OFF marquee. 

https://www.facebook.com/mylesdunphybackyard/
https://www.facebook.com/mylesdunphybackyard/
http://www.earthhour.org.au/home/
http://www.earthhour.org.au/home/
http://off.oatleypark.com/program
http://climateemergencydeclaration.org/
http://bmnature.info/
https://supporter.wilderness.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wilderness.org.au%2Fcampaigns%2Fif-victoria-can-ban-csg-nsw-can-too&srcid=458&srctid=1&erid=434507&trid=6955d067-0f46-4403-842f-fd44856fff31
https://supporter.wilderness.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wilderness.org.au%2Fcampaigns%2Fif-victoria-can-ban-csg-nsw-can-too&srcid=458&srctid=1&erid=434507&trid=6955d067-0f46-4403-842f-fd44856fff31
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-01/santos-narrabri-csg-eis-lodged-residents-horrified/8228996
https://www.communityrun.org/petitions/nsw-crown-land-corruption-to-be-referred-to-icac?bucket&source=facebook-share-button&time=1480365768
http://www.audit.nsw.gov.au/publications/latest-reports/sale-and-lease-of-crown-land
http://www.crownland.nsw.gov.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperlink
http://off.oatleypark.com/?page_id=241
mailto:off@oatleypark.com
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The Society has learned that plans to widen the access road (River Road) 
into the proposed development of the former Oatley Bowling Club will 
significantly damage bushland of Myles Dunphy Reserve. A bushfire 
feasibility study of the site details additional clearing of vegetation to satisfy 
bushfire regulations. The report recommends that not only should the 20m 
road reserve leading to the site be cleared but an additional 10m swath be 
cleared within Myles Dunphy Reserve to extend the Asset Protection Zone 
(APZ). This would entail clearing a considerable amount of native 
vegetation at the entrance to River Road – an estimate is 20 trees and tall 
shrubs in the road reserve and up to 100 trees for the APZ - the photo 
below gives an indication of the area of the reserve affected.

The Society has lodged strong objections with Georges River Council. An 
OFF member who was previously employed as a Bushfire consultant, notes 
“the need for APZ was not disclosed as part of the public exhibition of the 
plans and Council went to great pains to say there would be no impacts on 
the reserve.” Such work would have an adverse effect on the creek and on 
water quality, requiring earthmoving, retaining walls, thus destroying part of 
the Turpentine-Ironbark Endangered Ecological Community which Council 
Bushcare officers and volunteers have toiled over many years to protect. 

BAD NEWS FOR OATLEY BUSHLAND
Oatley Park has always been the environmental heart of this Society, and 
recent activities have emphasised this focus. As reported in the 
Presidential Address at the AGM, OFF has applied for and received three 
grants from the Georges River Council. 

Two grants were for $30,000 each from the Government's Stronger 
Community Fund, established by the NSW Government and which was 
designed to provide newly amalgamated Councils with funding to kick 
start the delivery of projects, improve local infrastructure, services and 
support community groups. The other grant is for $6,400 from Georges 
River Council's Community Grants Program. This program was open to 
not-for-profit community groups and organisations to make an application 
for up to $10,000.

Oatley Castle
$30,000. This money will be used, to quote from our submission, “to fund 
a consultant's report on what will be required to restore the castle's 
structure to make it a hub for passive recreational activities in the park, a 
more comfortable and attractive space, one that can be used as a 
learning space for young and old, a meeting place or just a pleasant 
place to relax and enjoy a picnic with friends and family.The Castle's 
heritage value will be a paramount consideration and it is not proposed to 
suggest any alteration to its basic structure.”

Oatley Park Disabled Pathway
$30,000. This money will be used, to quote from our submission, to 
construct “a concrete pathway suitable for wheel-chairs and strollers 
south from the Myra Wall garden car-park extending approximately 165 
metres along a gentle pathway through bushland to a viewing point which 
offers views of the Georges River. There will be wider sections every 15 
to 20 metres where suitable to allow wheel-chairs to pass each other.” 
This path will provide a much better outdoor experience for the disabled 
allowing them to share an experience closer to that enjoyed by able–
bodied park users. On completion Oatley Park will be able to cater for all 
residents and visitors regardless of their level of mobility.

Oatley Park Track Signage
$6,404. This grant will be used to erect new signage at the start and finish 
of the three main walks in the park. In addition, post markers will be 
installed along these and other tracks referring to features of particular 
interest. Further information about these features will be made available 
from brochures and using QR codes linked to the organisation’s website.

BACK TO OUR ROOTS

For our first meeting of 2017, 60 members and guests welcomed Associate 
Professor Stuart Khan from UNSW School of Civil & Environmental 
Engineering to the podium. 

Stuart informed us of the current plan to ‘Make Parramatta River 
Swimmable Again by 2025’ which has been entrusted to the Parramatta 
River Catchment Group – an amalgam of River Councils, Sydney Water, 
Dept of Planning and the EPA. There are currently swimming baths and 
beaches along the river that had been used historically (and still are) but, 
being a working river with a legacy of highly polluting industries along its 
shores, the quality of the water is dubious. 

Water testing over the years has revealed many and varied toxins 
suspended in the water column and, more worryingly, present in high 
densities in the sediment. Among many dirty industries Union Carbide had a 
large factory producing chemicals used during the Vietnam War and the 

resultant dioxins have entered the river and accumulated in the food 
chain. It is recommended that fish caught west of the Harbour Bridge not 
to be eaten. 

Industries generally do not discharge into the river anymore and there are 
heavy fines for doing so. However, some factories now discharge into the 
sewer and pay Sydney Water via a licence for the privilege. Treatment of 
effluent is carried out at the ocean-end of the sewage carriers and that 
can prove problematic during a rain event. Stormwater enters the sewer 
and during heavy rain the overburdened pipes release untreated effluent 
directly into the creeks and river.

In conclusion, swimming in the Parramatta River may well be feasible 
BUT unless a massive upgrade of the sewerage system is implemented 
then the current discharges of pollutants into the catchment during rain 
events will regretfully render the river risky for regular recreational revival.

SUMMARY OF A/PROF. STUART KHAN’S TALK ON ‘LIVING RIVERS’ AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING
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Coming OFF Events in March and April
27 March - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - Dr Tony Wilkins “Environmental Sustainability at News Corp”
Tony is the head of Environment at News Corp. He will be detailing the environmental improvements the publication company have undertaken over recent 
years in the interest of sustainability - “I’ll talk about where we have come from in environment and where we are heading. I'll talk about how News Corp 
approached environment, some of the successes and lessons and provide some personal insights on the journey. In particular I'll give an overview of 1 
Degree, News Corp Australia's environmental sustainability initiative”. Tony has a background as a scientist in medical and forestry research. He holds key 
roles in a number of industry bodies concerned with sustainability and waste management and is the chair of the Container Deposit Scheme Ministerial 
Advisory Committee.
2 April -  Sunday Field Day  -  Heathcote National Park:  Heathcote to Waterfall via Bullawarring Track.  
10km easy/medium grade walk with 140m ascent on tracks.  Catch 8:40 train from Oatley (8:38 from Mortdale) arrive Heathcote at 9:00.  If not using train 
meet at Cnr. Oliver St and Princes Hwy. Heathcote 9:05. Bring water, morning tea, lunch, and swimmers as there are plenty of swimming holes. Finish at 
Waterfall station around 3:00 for trains home.  Leader Kim Wagstaff (m) 0437 791 988
24 April - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - THE PREMIERE SCREENING OF ‘CULTIVATING MURDER’ 
A feature length documentary about the 2015 murder of Glen Turner, a compliance officer with the Office of Environment and Heritage, by Moree farmer, 
Ian Turnbull. The documentary looks at the events leading up to the shooting - Turner’s efforts to carry out his job to enforce laws protecting the local 
environment and the equally determined Turnbull who ignored all legal sanctions and continued to clear his land to the detriment of native species in the 
area. DONATIONS OF $5.00 WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED TO COVER THE COST OF THIS SPECIAL SCREENING EVENT. 

Four people began this outing and luckily the rain held off.  Descending the 
valley in Poulton Park the transition from shale to sandstone was reflected in 
a decrease in rainforest trees and vines, and an increase in eucalypts and 
grasses.  Leader Graham Fry pointed out bush regeneration work where 
dairies and quarries had once operated; close to Oatley Bay heathland has 
regenerated well after a control burn six years ago.  A boardwalk in the 
mangroves was built in 2001 with support from OFF.

In Kyle Williams Reserve a recent ecological burn in the eucalypt woodland 
had encouraged the growth of orchids. The lower slopes were heavily 
infested by exotic plants but weeding was being undertaken.  At Carss Park 
three more OFF members joined us to inspect the seawall constructed by 
Kogarah Council in 2016 to enhance the foreshore habitat.  A variety of salt-
tolerant herbs and shrubs, including samphire, was growing vigorously 
shorewards of constructed sandstone rock pools.

Robin Dickson and Liz Cameron visited Win Tonkin in Longueville to present 
her with a certificate of recognition for her long-term membership – 49 years!  
We took mementos of her long connection with the Snowy Mountains – 
photos, fond reminiscences by Lesley Cox of OFF visits to Win’s and Norm’s 
Chalet at Smiggin Holes, and a story on Scottsdale, a Bush Heritage property 
that formerly belonged to the Tonkins.  Win gave us a warm welcome and we 
were delighted to find her settled amongst her favourite belongings in such 
an attractive neighbourhood.

FIELD DAY 2 MARCH - BUSHLAND RESERVES IN 
GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL AREA  

The Ecological Society of Australia (ESA) is dismayed that Australia’s 
biodiversity is continuing to decline, as identified by the latest State of the 
Environment report. “ESA is very concerned with the ongoing loss of 
biodiversity highlighted by the State of the Environment report released 
this week,’ says Professor Don Driscoll, President of the Ecological 
Society of Australia. The report, commissioned every 5 years by the 
Australian Government, notes that Australia’s biodiversity is continuing to 
decline, and new approaches are needed to prevent accelerating decline 
in many species.

The State of the Environment report notes that extensive land clearing 
and the current clearing policies continue to cause loss of biodiversity, 
including the loss and fragmentation of native vegetation. It also notes the 
lack of long-term monitoring interferes with our ability to apply effective 
policy and management, and establish adequate early warning of threats. 

‘The State of the Environment report has the headline finding that “our 
understanding of even the most iconic and well-known species in 
Australia is often patchy”,’ says Professor Driscoll. ‘The Ecological Society 
of Australia would like to see support, commitment and resourcing for 
environmental research and management action in a coordinated fashion 
at the national scale.’ 

Professor Driscoll also advocates community action to address the loss of 
biodiversity. ‘I would urge everyone to do something for biodiversity in 
their lives – from doing a citizen science activity, joining a local park-care 
group, or making Australia's natural heritage a priority when considering 
who to vote for.’ 

The Ecological Society of Australia is the peak group of ecologists in 
Australia, with over 1100 members from all states and territories. 

The State of the Environment report is available at https://
soe.environment.gov.au/

ECOLOGISTS DISMAYED BY LOSS OF BIODIVERSITY

WIN TONKIN RECEIVES MEMBERSHIP AWARD

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the 
fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

Sue Howard and Vicki Bolling have offered to organise another Annual 
Dinner.  Please contact one of the OFF committee or email Liz Cameron 
lizc@pacific.net.au if you are interested in attending.  Date, venue and 
cost would be in the vicinity of the popular dinner held last year.

ANNUAL OFF DINNER - EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

http://off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
https://soe.environment.gov.au/
https://soe.environment.gov.au/
mailto:lizc@pacific.net.au
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John Davoren was Editor of OFF News for nine years (2008 to 2016) and 
produced more than 95 issues.  His compact newsletter is packed with 
information and notices for the benefit of our 300 plus members and also for 
the general public and library archives.  John digitised all back issues of the 
newsletter (first published in 1968) facilitating access to early news of our 
Society.

As Editor, John embraced electronic communication; he instituted and 
encouraged take-up of the online version of the newsletter and inserted 
hyperlinks to expand the information available to online readers.  He sought 
out stories and websites relevant to the Society’s objectives, alerting readers 
to environmental news and campaigns, and allowing networking with like-
minded organisations.  Under his guidance, the newsletter has become a 
record of environmental issues ranging from the local to national and global 
levels.  John always signed off the newsletter with a whimsical cartoon or 
visual pun that lightened the impact of the sometimes dispiriting news.
 
John was an organised and conscientious Editor who ensured Society 
events were advertised well in advance, kept track of reports that needed to 
be included, and maintained a schedule that ensured the OFF News was 
always published on time.  We regret he has decided to stand down this 
year because of health issues. 

OFF Vice President Julian Sheen reports “I was delighted to accompany our 
member John Davoren to the Banks electorate volunteers award ceremony 
at Riverwood on 6th April. John received his award as the Oatley Flora and 
Fauna nominee for his excellent editorship of OFF News over nine years. 
John was presented with his award by the Foreign Minister Julie Bishop who 
was supported by our local Federal Member David Coleman. 
Congratulations John”

JOHN DAVOREN RECEIVES BANKS ELECTORATE 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

After heavy overnight rain and with a forecast of scattered showers for at 
least the morning period, 8 intrepid walkers departed Oatley Station during 
rain showers and arrived at Heathcote in clearing conditions. There we met 
with 3 more souls who joined us for coffee and the reading of the “riot act” 
during which the rain returned. In spite of the conditions (both “riot” and 
weather) 11 starters headed off through the Scouts and Guides training 
camp, towards the bottom of the Heathcote Valley and the Woronora 
pipeline track.  By the time we reached our first creek crossing (Battery 
Causeway) the rain had passed making morning tea opportune. Water 
levels had subsided from those of the reccy walk 2 weeks earlier making all 
the creek crossings relatively easy, (mostly) without even getting wet feet.

The Bullawarring Track from there to Waterfall led us past some 
spectacularly gnarled angophoras, verdant grass trees, geebungs and 
banksias as well as waterfalls and plenty of rock pools and a swimming 
hole. Whilst enjoying a lunch break in the now pleasant sunshine ‘near ‘the 
mysterious Myuna Pool and watching a beautiful Kingfisher flit about, 
Sharyn and Phil joined us having walked from the Waterfall end of the track.

To finish the 10km walk, at the top of Heathcote Creek, we climbed up quite 
a steep (140m ascent) ridge and then on to the Waterfall train station.  A 
tired group, but I think satisfied with the day’s challenges and rewards, made 
their way home, some via a stop at the Oatley pub for welcome 
refreshments.                                                        

WATERFALL TO HEATHCOTE - KIM WAGSTAFF 
REPORTS ON OFF WALK -  2 APRIL 

The Southern Suburbs Chapter of Citizens' Climate Lobby (CCL) holds 
monthly meetings at the Oatley RSL on the second Sunday of the month.  
[Next one 11 June.]  We meet at 2:30 pm in the Board Room upstairs from 
the foyer.  All are also invited to share a light lunch from 1:15 pm in the 
Brasserie.  The broad purpose of CCL is to build political will for a liveable 
world.  This is done by helping each other learn about all aspects of the 
transition to an economy that does not depend on fossil fuels or, for people 
interested in finance, accelerating investment in the industries of the future.  
Key features are helping each other to raise awareness about climate 
change, to communicate with editors, and to follow an easy recipe for 
meeting with politicians.  

Your experience appreciated, but no previous knowledge expected.  CCL 
holds two conferences a year at Parliament House, Canberra.  There are 
400 members in Australia and 22,000 worldwide.  More information from 
George Carrard 95793020 or txt 0467004892 or george@ccl.org.au, or 
http://au.citizensclimatelobby.org/ and http://citizensclimatelobby.org/files/
CCL-Introductory-Presentation.pdf.   

CITIZENS’ CLIMATE LOBBY MEETINGS AT OATLEY RSL

Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society’s 
Annual Dinner 

Will be held on Thursday 29 June  
6.30 for 7.00pm start at Oatley RSL Club. 

We will be holding a raffle. Any donations will be 
appreciated. Contact Sue Howard on 9579 1718

More information later, but keep the date free for 
a great evening.

mailto:george@ccl.org.au
http://au.citizensclimatelobby.org/
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/files/CCL-Introductory-Presentation.pdf
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/files/CCL-Introductory-Presentation.pdf
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Coming OFF Events in April 
24 April - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - THE PREMIERE SCREENING OF ‘CULTIVATING MURDER’ 
A feature length documentary about the 2015 murder of Glen Turner, a compliance officer with the Office of Environment and Heritage, by Moree farmer, 
Ian Turnbull. The documentary looks at the events leading up to the shooting - Turner’s efforts to carry out his job to enforce laws protecting the local 
environment and the equally determined Turnbull who ignored all legal sanctions and continued to clear his land to the detriment of native species in the 
area. DONATIONS OF $5.00 WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED TO COVER THE COST OF THIS SPECIAL SCREENING EVENT. 
30 April - Sunday Field Day - Walk to Boora Point in Malabar Headlands National Park  
A generously rewarding walk of moderate difficulty over about 7 km. There is an established track, much of it constructed, in one of Sydney’s newest 
national parks. The walk takes in wonderful coastal scenery combined with a bit of history. Not to be missed. We start at Maroubra beach and head south. 
Four hours should be ample though you may wish to linger longer after the walk. Driving time from Oatley is about 45 minutes, public transport takes a fair 
bit longer. Meet at the Pavilion kiosk at Maroubra beach, right near the car park at the end of Fitzgerald Avenue. Start time is 10.30, get there a bit earlier to 
enjoy coffee from the kiosk right on the beach.                            Walk Leader, Julian Sheen 0415428744

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the 
fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

AUTUMN IN OATLEY PARK
Autumn is the ideal time to explore Oatley Park. Use the OFF brochure 
“Tracks in Oatley Park” (available on our website) to get away from the 
roads and walk one of the short tracks. If you are along the shores of Lime 
Kiln Bay, you will notice the orange flowers of Grey Mangrove (Avicenna 
marina). On sheltered slopes, the scrambling Silkpod (Parsonsia 
straminea) is in flower, while hidden away in the undergrowth you might 
spy the tiny Sharp Greenhood orchid (Pterostylis acuminata).

By May, the early wattles are in bloom, including Flax Wattle (Acacia 
linifolia), Sweet-scented Wattle (A. suaveolens) and Prickly Moses (A. 
ulicifolia). Look out for the greenish bells of Correa reflexa and the small 
ground orchid Acianthus fornicatus.                                   
                                                                                                    Alan Fairley

Parsonia straminea

Parsonsia straminea

WHAT’S NEW
🐜 Myles Dunphy Flying Fox Camp has grown to over 2000.   See 
the article on the OFF Webpage - off.oatleypark.com

🕷 Looks interesting - The Nature Fix: Why nature makes us 
happier, healthier, and more creative by Florence Williams
 http://www.florencewilliams.com/books-1/

🐞 Also - The Song of Trees - Stories from Nature’s Great 
Connectors by David George Haskell www.blackincbooks.com

🦋 Total Environment Centre is running a plastic reduction 
campaign. See OFF’s Post on Facebook or go to www.tec.org.au/
waste_not

🦉 2017 Regional Landcare Bushcare Forum “Back from the Brink” 
at the Harbour Terrace, Taronga Zoo Friday 19 May 9:30-2:30pm. To 
register: http://greatersydney.lls.nsw.gov.au/resource-hub/events/2017/
regional-landcare-bushcare-forum

Dr Wilkins began by noting environmental concerns had consistently rated 
very highly as an issue for voters. He further commented that the science 
around climate change is irrefutable and quoted Rupert Murdoch “The planet 
deserves the benefit of the doubt”. His talk centred on 1 Degree, the News 
Corp environmental sustainability initiative. three core objectives: 

Firstly getting their own house in order. This involved reduce emissions by 
efficiency and renewable by 5% pa, aiming to be carbon neutral by 2010 and 
by assisting staff to reduce their emissions. In the decade 2006-2016 News 
Corp Aust reduced aiming to their electricity emissions by 40%. Their transport 
fuel by 69% (largely done by taking almost 15,000 cars off the road), their 
natural gas by 23% and their air travel by 19%. Amongst other milestones 
Tony noted that all News Ltd major print sites have achieved the company’s 
goal of zero waste to landfill by 2016.

Secondly, working with suppliers and partners to advance environmental 
outcomes. News Ltd use only plantation pines as the source of their paper and 
is working with Norske Skog to help them reduce their carbon emissions by 
25% by 2020. They have produced a green procurement guide to influence 
suppliers and a green leasing guide. News Corp has also partnered Mitsubishi  
with a film that aims to bust some common myths about electric cars. 

And finally, through promotion of their work, inspiring others to reduce their 
carbon impact as well. If you are interested in finding out more - www.
1degree.com.au/                                                                        Philip Andersen

DR TONY WILKINS AT OFF MEETING - 27 MARCH 

David Waterhouse has reported 8 nests of Royal Spoonbills in the casuarinas 
of Lake Belvedere within Bicentennial Park. As far as we know, this is the only 
nesting occurrence east of the Great Divide. Also present were White Ibis, 
Darters, Pied Cormorants (rare nesters in the Sydney area), Little Black and 
Little Pied Cormorants and a pair of Greater Egrets. The Spoonbills have 
been successfully nesting at this site for the last 7-8 years. They nest in 
December and young congregate in February.                              Alan Fairley

INTERESTING BIRD SIGHTINGS

Pied Cormorants nesting at Lake Belvedere

http://off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
http://www.florencewilliams.com/books-1/
http://www.blackincbooks.com
http://www.tec.org.au/waste_not
http://www.tec.org.au/waste_not
http://greatersydney.lls.nsw.gov.au/resource-hub/events/2017/regional-landcare-bushcare-forum
http://greatersydney.lls.nsw.gov.au/resource-hub/events/2017/regional-landcare-bushcare-forum
http://www.1degree.com.au/
http://www.1degree.com.au/
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COMMON MYNA & NOISY MINER - WHO IS THE VILLAIN? MALABAR HEADLAND NATIONAL PARK WALK
30 APRIL - JULIAN SHEEN REPORTS
This was advertised as a generous walk – giving lots but demanding little. A 
glorious day welcomed 19 walkers to the Maroubra Beach Kiosk for coffee 
before we headed south to the bush-covered headland around Anzac Rifle 
Range – welcome to Sydney’s newest national park. The walk along the 
coastline to Boora Point was punctuated by brilliant cliff and coast views as 
well as views of the city not far away. We paused at Magic Point where we 
learned about sharks from our youngest but perhaps most erudite walker, 
Wesley aged 11. 

From there we headed past WWII pill boxes to Boora Point where 
aborigines once gathered for healing and shelter. This was the entrance to 
Long Bay. We looked out on the site of the wrecked MV Malabar (1931) 
which gave its name to this locality. We enjoyed lunch on the rocks above 
the bay and learned about the name of the neighbouring suburb – 
Matraville, named after James Matra. Matra accompanied Cook aboard the 
Endeavour when on 29th April 1770, almost exactly 247 years ago, 
Endeavour entered Botany Bay just to the south. Matra walked these 
coastal cliffs and hills with his friend Joseph Banks. We packed lunch away 
and headed back through fine coastal heath to Maroubra Beach feeling well 
satisfied. The photo album is on the OFF webpage off.oatleypark.com

There is often confusion between these two bird species. The Common 
Myna (or Indian Myna) belongs to the Starling (Sturnidae) family, it 
originated in Asia and is now found in many parts of the world. In some 
parts of Australia there has been active campaigns to rid the area of 
Common Mynas often using traps. The reasoning behind these campaigns 
is the concern that the myna out competes native birds for food and nesting 
opportunities but there is minimal evidence to support this claim, see http://
link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10336-011-0674-5. 

The Noisy Miner is an Australian honeyeater in the family Meliphagidae, it 
has become abundant in eastern Australia and has adapted very 
successfully to urban environments. Noisy Miners have a remarkable living 
arrangement, in a typical area, most of miners are related but they occupy 
slightly different localities. However, if one miner detects an intruder or a 
predator they will produce a particular alarm call which attracts all their 
relatives from the surrounding areas. The sudden influx of many Miners is 
generally very successful in driving off predators and of course any smaller 
birds in the area will be attacked and driven off as well using the same 
strategy. As a result small birds cannot co-exist with Miner colonies and we 
often hear people say how they used to have Superb Fairywrens, 
Silvereyes, etc in their backyards but not now since the miners have 
arrived, see http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-013-0598-5.

Unfortunately, we have created a miner heaven in our urban environment. 
Therefore getting back to the original premise, what is more damaging to 
our local environment the exotic Common Myna or the native Noisy Miner? 
All the evidence to date suggests that Noisy Miners are having a significant 
negative impact on our fauna and the Common Myna is a relatively minor 
problem. So who is the villain? Shouldn’t we be spending scarce research 
funds on finding out why noisy miners are so successful and how we can 
control them rather than wasting money on a fruitless task of trying to 
remove an exotic species which is not really a problem?              Graham Fry

COMMON MYNA NOISY MINER

Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society 
Annual Dinner  at 

The Oat Mill Brasserie Oatley RSL
Thursday 29 JUNE 2017

6.30 pm for 7pm
Set menu of entree and main plus cupcake dessert

(Let Sue know if you have any special dietary needs)

COST $38 pp  PAYMENT   by MONDAY 26 JUNE 
MEETING  

We will be holding a Raffle. Any donations  will be appreciated. 
Contact Sue Howard  9579 1718 . Mob 0411580453

Should you wish to make a bequest to Oatley Flora & Fauna to aid us in 
our conservation work the following wording would be an appropriate 
clause in your Will:

“I give and bequeath, free of all duties and taxes the sum of $....................
to Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation Society Inc. of PO Box 52 
Mortdale 2223. The receipt of the treasurer, secretary or public officer for 
the time being of Oatley Flora and Fauna is an absolute discharge to my 
executor.

Without creating a binding obligation on my executor or Oatley Flora and 
Fauna I request that the society use this bequest for the purpose 
of……………………………………………………… Further, I request the 
society to use these funds if at all practicable for this purpose in its 
absolute discretion which most closely matches this purpose and failing 
that for the general purposes of Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation 
Society.”

If you decide to make such a bequest in your Will please notify the OFF 
Secretary in writing.

MAKING A BEQUEST TO OATLEY FLORA & FAUNA 
CONSERVATION SOCIETY

http://off.oatleypark.com/
%22
%22
%22
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Coming OFF Events in May/June
22 May - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - NOTE CHANGE OF SPEAKER - Ruth Hessey, Communications 
Director from the Total Environment Centre will present a short movie “Waste Not” and field questions 
afterwards. Waste Not is a film about where your garbage goes, who sorts it for you, and what it is worth if it isn't tossed into landfill. It's easier and 
cheaper to retrieve gold from old computers than to dig it up: organics can be used to create fertiliser and green electricity yet Australians send half a tonne 
of food waste to landfill each year.  We only recycle 50% of our waste.. There’s an alternative: Waste Not shows its easy to recycle properly and turn waste 
into wealth. Waste Not talks to Michael Mobbs and his inner city Sustainable House, Luke Powell the head chef at Tetsuya's and passionate composter, 
James Bradfield Moody, head of development at the CSIRO, Jeff Angel, executive director of the Total Environment Centre, and half a dozen more.
Sunday, 4 June Field Day - Jibbon Head - Whale Watching Walk. Leader Graham Fry
This is an easy walk of 7km. We start from Bundeena and walk through some lovely coastal banksia heathland to Jibbon Head where we will have lunch 
and hopefully see migrating whales. Returning to Bundeena will be via a flat rock where some wonderful Aboriginal rock carvings can be viewed.  For those 
travelling  by train, catch the 9.28am at Mortdale or 9.30am at Oatley to Cronulla and then the 10.30am Bundeena ferry. There is some parking at Cronulla 
adjacent to the cricket oval and then a 10 min walk to the ferry. Depending on progress we should return on either the 2pm or 3pm ferry
Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the 

fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

Parsonia straminea

Parsonsia straminea

On 24th April, 75 members and guests were treated to a premiere showing 
of the crowd-funded documentary film “Cultivating Murder” by Film 
Projects. This is a collaborative effort from Director Greg Miller and 
Producer Dr Georgia Wallace-Crabbe. It features the story behind the 
murder of OE&H compliance officer Glen Turner in 2014 by Ian Turnbull, 
who happens to be one of the wealthiest farmers in NSW.

Glen worked on the frontline of habitat and wildlife protection in the Moree 
district and was investigating the illegal land clearing operations of the 
Turnbull family. The Turnbulls would purchase grazing landholdings and 
any remnant native vegetation on the property was bulldozed to improve 
the cropping potential of the land. However these remnant copses were 
clearly home to native wildlife (like locally highly threatened koalas) and, 
as such, were protected by state government legislation. 

Previously repeated large scale land clearing prosecutions of the Turnbulls 
meant they had already racked up multiple million dollar fines. In spite of 
this they continued clearing land. While Glen had been filming these 
further violations, Turnbull cold- bloodedly murdered him in front of an 
OE&H colleague. This witness would help to ensure a murder conviction 
but the killer died within 12 months of his effectively life sentence. 

The film is a tribute to Glen and his family but it goes far beyond this 
personal tragedy. It highlights the greed of certain landholders and the 
political pressure they have placed on our present State government which 
has caved in ensuring the watering down of native vegetation protection 
laws*. This had originally been designed by scientific experts to protect the 
already critically endangered remnants. But as Ian Turnbull’s son says 
dismissively outside court: this tragedy will happen again unless the 
government stops contesting farmer’s business plans. See more at: http://
w w w . d o c u m e n t a r y a u s t r a l i a . c o m . a u / f i l m s / 3 9 9 4 / c u l t i v a t i n g -
murder#sthash.K2ROD81v.dpuf

* OFF responded to the ‘watering down’ of the laws and you can still 
have your say - see next column.

Pied Cormorants nesting at Lake Belvedere

 
There is an election for Georges River Council coming 

your way on Saturday 9 September 2017

OFF has decided to take an active part in trying to get a favourable
 outcome.
 When deciding your vote please –
         Seek new candidates who will support:

• Protection of public open spaces.
• Georges River water quality projects and programs.
• Council openness and good government: effective.
• control of developers and development.
• Protection of trees on public and private land.
• Climate change policies that enhance liveability and

sustainability at the local level.

VOTE FOR A FRESH START

APRIL MEETING - SCREENING ‘CULTIVATING MURDER’

Greg and Georgia answering questions after 
the screening

WHAT’S ON THE OFF WEBSITE and WHAT’S NEW
🐝 Georges River Tree Project. OFF’s latest project, stage one - 
Community Tree Watch – working to protect healthy public trees in  Georges 
River Council Local Government Area from inappropriate removal.  New web 
pages are under construction. Go to the Facebook page @georgesrivertrees.

🦋 Sunday 28th May 10 am - OFF members are invited to help plant 
native shrubs - 300 for 300 members!  Where:  Corner of River Road Reserve 
just west of the Oatley railway bridge.  Matt Allison has prepared the area and 
the planting will include a turpentine sapling in memory of Val Boyan.  Bring 
gardening gloves, a trowel, hat, sunscreen.

🦎 Support Sutherland Shire Environment Centre’s campaign to have the 
Royal National Park World Heritage listed. View their video 
@SutherlandShireEnvironmentCentre

🌿    The Native Vegetation Act and the Threatened Species Conservation 
Act were replaced in November 2016 by the  Biodiversity Conservation Act  
and Local Land Services Amendment Act. OFF made a submission on the 
draft legislation pointing out many shortcomings. Now the draft regulations for 
the Act are on exhibition for six weeks from 10th May.  OFF will make a 
submission and OFF members are encouraged to do so too. Details on the 
NSW Government website https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/"

🌈 Don’t forget - Saturday 20 May 2017, 2.00-4.00pm FREE guided walk 
around Lime Kiln Bay Wetland as part of OFF’s ongoing Wetland Awareness 
Campaign. Find out how the quality of stormwater run-off can be improved 
and used to support our native plants and wildlife. Meet at the corner of 
Waterfall Rd. and Acacia St., Oatley.

http://off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
http://www.documentaryaustralia.com.au/films/3994/cultivating-murder#sthash.K2ROD81v.dpuf
http://www.documentaryaustralia.com.au/films/3994/cultivating-murder#sthash.K2ROD81v.dpuf
http://www.documentaryaustralia.com.au/films/3994/cultivating-murder#sthash.K2ROD81v.dpuf
https://www.facebook.com/georgesrivertrees/#
https://www.facebook.com/SutherlandShireEnvironmentCentre#
https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/
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PLASTIC WASTE - STILL AN ISSUE AFTER 40 YEARS
The continuing problems with waste, recycling and pollution have been 
highlighted recently by the ABC's TV program “War on Waste” and by our 
speaker from the Total Environment Centre (TEC), at the May OFF meeting. 
But the issue is not new. OFF News of 40 years ago (June 1977) had an 
article on the problem, especially the need for a deposit scheme on bottles 
and cans. It quotes a Sun-Herald article that a proposed 6 cents deposit on 
drink cans and bottles would “be calculated to cause hardship, loss of jobs, 
disruption to the industry, depression of sales and so increased prices”- all 
arguments which are still being used by the drinks industry. The OFF Editor 
ends her article by noting that what is overlooked is “that jobs are done 
better by healthy people, and that our health, our jobs and even our 
continued survival depend upon environmental concepts becoming reality.”

South Australia has had a deposit scheme on drink cans and bottles since 
1977. The Northern Territory, despite an initially successful legal challenge 
from the drinks industry, managed to secure a deposit scheme in 2013. 
Finally, NSW is coming on board with a scheme scheduled for introduction 
in December 2017 after postponing the original starting date of July. There 
is no doubt that the NSW scheme was the result of sustained pressure from 
community organisations such as the TEC. The next battle will be over 
banning plastic shopping bags. Lets hope it does not take another 40 years 
to rid the environment of this blight.

If you ever cross paths with someone who does not see the need for 
container deposit legislation and bans on plastic bags send them this link
plastic-pollution.org. You might also be interested in this short film on the 
shortage of sand and the criminal activity surrounding its supply http://sand-
wars.com/

Matt Allison organised an Oatley Flora and Fauna tree planting 'event' on 
Sunday, 28 May at the Oatley West Rail Park (next to the underpass). We 
put in over 300 shrubs, grasses and ground covers as well as two trees: a 
Sydney Iron Bark and a Turpentine. Both are indigenous for the area.

OFF dedicates the Iron Bark to the memory of Glen Turner, the OEH 
Officer murdered while trying to prevent illegal land clearing in Moree. The 
Turpentine was planted in memory of Val Boyan, an active member of 
OFF for many years before her death in 2014.

We will be holding a second planting day in the coming month to complete 
the work at the site so keep a lookout for the details in the next newsletter.  
Thanks go to Matt for all the work he put in to preparing the site for 
planting. More photos on Facebook and off.oatleypark.com/?p=6184

TREE PLANTING MORNING AT OATLEY WEST

PLASTIC WASTE - STILL AN ISSUE AFTER 40 YEARS

A young helper making sure Glen Turner’s Ironbark Tree is 
properly bedded down.

A fine and sunny afternoon greeted the 23 participants on the inspection of 
Lime Kiln Wetlands on Saturday 20th May. It was led by committee members 
of OFF and the MP for Barton, David Coleman, was a special guest.  

Kim Wagstaff explained the nature of the catchment and the working of the 
Gross Pollution Trap while standing on the main sewer line from the south-
west. This was followed by a look at the sediment ponds which were full of 
grey water after recent rains. The group then continued along the service trail 
into Oatley Park, past Frogs Hollow (damaged from the dumping of sediment 
dredged from the ponds), over the Lime Kiln Bay footbridge and returned 
along the tracks through the bushland below the golf course and Mortdale 
Heights.  An excellent 2 hours walk through a most interesting part of Oatley.

LIME KILN BAY WETLANDS WALK  - 20 MAY

David Coleman, MP for Barton taking in Kim Wagstaff’s talk on the 
wetlands

Did you see the film Cultivating Murder at the April OFF meeting? It 
highlighted the opposition of many farmers to the Native Vegetation Act.  
OEH officer Glen Turner was monitoring compliance with this legislation 
when he was murdered in 2014.

The Act was designed by scientific experts to protect native vegetation 
including those critically endangered remnants that were shown in the film.  
But it was repealed in November last year and replaced by the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016 and Local Land Services Amendment Act 2016.  OFF 
had made a submission on the draft legislation pointing out many 
shortcomings.

Now the draft regulations to support the Act have been released for a six 
week exhibition period from 10th May.  OFF will make a submission and 
individual OFF members are encouraged to do the same.Details on the NSW 
Government website:  www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT REGULATIONS

Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society 
Annual Dinner  at 

The Oat Mill Brasserie Oatley RSL
Thursday 29 JUNE 2017

6.30 pm for 7pm
Set menu of entree and main plus cupcake dessert

(Let Sue know if you have any special dietary needs)

COST $38 pp  PAYMENT   by MONDAY 26 JUNE 
MEETING  

We will be holding a Raffle. Any donations  will be appreciated. 
Contact Sue Howard  9579 1718 . Mob 0411580453

http://plastic-pollution.org/
http://sand-wars.com/
http://sand-wars.com/
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6184
http://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/
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Coming OFF Events in June
26 June - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - Dorothy Luther ‘Holding back the concrete - urban bush projects’
Inner Sydney is fast becoming a concrete jungle, with high rise apartments & shopping centres driving out the houses & corner shops that formed local 
communities. Even the remaining houses are being gentrified, with high walls hiding buxus hedges & garden furniture. Trees and gardens are disappearing 
because they’re untidy & take too much work. But some intrepid souls are fighting back – a small but determined army of bush carers, community groups & 
feral gardeners are trying to stem the tide, with support from local governments – also under threat. They’re creating bush pockets, rain gardens, walking & 
cycle tracks that enable us to still keep in touch with nature & watch the antics of birds & lizards. This is the story of some of those groups.  

30 June FRIDAY Field Day - Centennial Park - easy walk in the Labyrinth & Swamplands. 
A very easy walk to take in the Ponds, Swampland and Labyrinth in Centennial Park. We will take the 9.28am train from Oatley ( Mortdale 9.30) (second 
carriage) to Bondi Junction. From there we take the 380 bus in Grafton St to the Paddington Gates of the Park. We will gather for morning tea near the cafe 
then head off  via the Rose Garden towards the ponds, Lachlan Swamp and it's flying fox colony then on to the Labyrinth for lunch, during which time 
participants can walk the Labyrinth if desired. We will then return to Oxford St via the Federation Pavilion. Participants can then make their own way home by 
taking any of the buses heading towards Central Station. If people wish they can hop off near the Reservoir Park in Paddington ( corner of Oxford St and 
Oatley Rd ) and explore this fascinating re-use of the reservoir before resuming the trip home. 
NB: It is also possible to drive into Centennial Park and even to all of the sections we will be visiting. Leader Vicki Bolling 0427870240

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the 
fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………………..JIBBON HEAD WHALE WATCHING WALK - 4 JUNE
On Sunday 4th June, 15 OFF members and friends went on our annual 
“whale watching” walk. We arrived at Cronulla by train and car and then 
ferried across to Bundeena. It was a beautiful day and many people like us 
had decided to visit Royal National Park, consequently the ferry was quite 
crowded. 

From Bundeena we followed the Jibbon Head track, there were plenty of 
wildflowers out including four species of banksia, acacias and plenty of 
pea flowers. We had lunch in a lovely grassy spot overlooking the 
entrance into Port Hacking. It was a good spot for whale watching as well! 
We saw up to 10 whales, some were breaching creating spectacular 
splashes. We returned to Bundeena via the aboriginal rock carvings, now 
protected by the construction of a viewing platform. We debated whether 
the two whales in the carvings were a humpback and an orca and what 
was the significance of the two whales to the local aboriginals. Perhaps 
they had some cooperative arrangement with the orcas as used to occur 
with the whalers in Twofold Bay at Eden. 

We then scarpered back in time to get the 3pm ferry which again was well 
crowded. We officially finished at Cronulla and satisfied that we had 
achieved our whale spotting goal and had a lovely walk in our great 
treasure, the Royal National Park.                      Graham Fry, Walk Leader 

OFF is holding a photographic 
competition over winter to find the best 
nature photos taken in Georges River 
Council  parks and reserves.

The photos adjudged to be the best 
will be published in the ‘Oatley - 
Nature in the Suburbs Calendar 2018’ 
that goes on sale at the Oatley Lions 
Festival in October. 

A copy of this flyer together with the 
Terms and Conditions of competition 
entry are on the OFF website.
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6340

!  Alan Fairley has published a Guide to Trees of the GeorgesRiver 
Council Area’ on the OFF website. As most readers will know Alan is the 
author of Native Plants of the Sydney District and numerous other books on 
plants and walks in NSW. The guide contains photos to help identify the key 
native tree species in the area  off.oatleypark.com/?p=6287

 "  It is not easy being green. Read this article and make up your own 
mind about paper cups v ceramic mugs and other recycling issues. http://
theconversation.com/why-youre-almost-certainly-wasting-time-rinsing-your-
recycling-78189

#  We are considering a revision of our membership application form, 
possibly combining it with the registration form to streamline paperwork. A 
suggestion is to include the option of 3-year membership for a discounted 
price of $70.  This would also be available for existing members when they 
renew their subscription at the end of the year.  Feedback welcomed from 
existing and prospective OFF members.
$  On a sunny Saturday morning Keith McRorie and Liz Cameron guided 
a church social group of nine along the Headland walk, referring to the 
history of Oatley Park and to Alan Fairley’s track notes and plant brochure.  
Everyone appreciated the tranquillity of the bushland and the views across 
the river, commenting on the importance of preserving such a large area for 
public recreation. Comparisons were drawn with the flora and fauna of 
Menai.

% David Waterhouse reports that in late April he observed 10 species of 
waterbirds on Moore Reserve Wetland, a record for this small area. The 
species present were : Pacific Black Duck, White-eyed Duck, Chestnut 
Teal, Sacred Ibis, Royal Spoonbill, Australasian Grebe, Eastern 
Swamphen, Great Egret, Dusky Moorhen, Coot (eight Coot were present 
whereas normally only 2-3 birds have been recorded recently).  

Our guest speaker at the May meeting was Ruth Hessey, the 
Communications Director at the Total Environment Centre.  Ruth planned 
to show her award-winning documentary and field any questions 
afterwards but a technical glitch delayed the screening. She filled the time 
with delightful snippets of her life at work at the TEC, how she came to 
make the documentary and some insights into her ‘boss’ the ubiquitous, 
Jeff Angel.

The documentary ‘Waste Not’ was made in 2011 and highlights what we 
all can do to reduce the amount of waste going to landfill. Those 
interviewed included the wonderful Michael Mobbs talking about produce 
from his inner-city garden, the manager of Reverse Garbage at 
Marrickville (have you been there recently?) and several others who 
worked in the recycling industry. 

The underlying message was simple: recycling is a part solution but the 
problem is that we just use so much ‘stuff ‘. We need to live more 
sustainably. This does not mean looking back to the ‘good old days’ but 
using our technology and skills to find better ways of doing things that use  
less finite resources.

“WASTE NOT” - RUTH HESSEY’S 
PRESENTATION AT MAY MEETING

http://off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6340
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6287
http://theconversation.com/why-youre-almost-certainly-wasting-time-rinsing-your-recycling-78189
http://theconversation.com/why-youre-almost-certainly-wasting-time-rinsing-your-recycling-78189
http://theconversation.com/why-youre-almost-certainly-wasting-time-rinsing-your-recycling-78189
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URBAN HABITAT CREATION
In the modern age, trees are usually viewed in terms of amenity and safety, 
with unsafe trees being removed entirely. What is generally overlooked is 
which aspects of the tree could be retained for the benefit of local wildlife and 
biodiversity. 

Dead and decaying wood is a food source for insects and other invertebrates, 
which are in turn food for reptiles and mammals and birds. Trees – alive or 
dead – which contain hollows are habitat for all manner of organisms.  
Cavities in trees can take decades or even centuries to develop into a large 
enough space for birds and animals to live in.  It is estimated that 15% of 
Australian vertebrate species use natural tree hollows for nesting, raising 
young and housing. In NSW alone, over 150 species of wildlife use cavities, 
and are referred to as obligate hollow users. Around 40 of these species are 
listed as vulnerable or endangered

As people come to a greater understanding of the importance of urban 
wildlife, and the supporting role that trees – dead as well as living – play, 
hopefully dead trees and logs will come to be seen as a thing of beauty or at 
least a necessity. So, it is pleasing that Georges River Council is drawing on 
the expertise of specialist arborist, Michael Sullings from Sydney Arbor Trees 
to create nest boxes in dead trees that would otherwise have been cut down 
and mulched. Michael and his team use small chainsaws to ‘sculpt’ the 
hollows within the trunk or branch of the tree. The size and configuration of 
the hollow will depend on both the tree size and the target animals.

In the Georges River local government area work has been completed on 
trees in Myles Dunphy Reserve, Oatley Memorial Gardens, Spooner Park 
and the Depot Roberts Road. These links are to the arborist’s final reports on 
each of these sites setting out the techniques used in detail.                         

   Alan Fairley

Mid winter is a time for wattles to bloom. The most common in the Park are 
Sydney Golden Wattle (Acacia longifolia), Myrtle-leaf Wattle (A. myrtifolia) and 
Sunshine Wattle (A. terminalis). Another yellow-flowered tall shrub in bloom is 
Narrow-leaf Geebung (Persoonia linearis). Banksia spinulosa continues to 
display its orange-yellow cones and can be seen on the edge of the roadway. 
The pea flower Eggs and Bacon (Dillwynia retorta) is one of the most common 
small shrubs. Also with yellow flowers is the ground hugging Hibbertia 
monogyna, to be seen along the Headland Track. The green tubular flowers of 
Correa reflexa may be seen in sheltered areas. One of the smallest of the 
flowering plants is the Fringed Helmet Orchid (Corybas fimbriatus), just a few 
centimetres tall, and easily missed growing along the edge of the Headland 
Track.                                                                            

WINTER FLOWERING IN OATLEY PARK

CENTENNIAL PARK WALK - The Labyrinth & Swamplands

On Friday 30th June 16 members of OFF took the train and bus to 
Centennial Park on a crisp, clear morning.After morning coffee (with good 
use of Keep Cups) and singing Happy Birthday to one of our group we set off 
for a gentle walk to the Lachlan Swamp. This is a magnificent paperbark 
swamp and home to a Flying Fox colony. We also observed a large flock of 
Little Corellas  and amongst them we spotted a few Long-billed Corellas. The 
Long-billed are normally found in Southern New South Wales.

From there we proceeded to the Labyrinth where many of us followed the 
path into its centre and out again. This sandstone labyrinth was completed in 
August 2014 having taken 5 months to build. It was based on the one in 
Chartres Cathedral in France.

After a picnic lunch on the lawns in the sun we walked back to Oxford St and 
caught a bus to the Reservoir Park in Paddington. This park is a re-purposing 
of the old water reservoir - a small gem easily overlooked. It also has a lovely 
example of a Wollemi Pine tree.

This completed our walk. We were very fortunate to have had such a sunny 
winter's day as the forecast in the beginning of the week had been very 
different. http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6486.                             Vicki Bolling

Narrow-Leaf Geebung

A new Plan of Management is being prepared for Royal NP. As part of 
community consultations, six discussion papers are now available to read 
and comment on. These papers cover the topics of mountain biking, 
recreation, Aboriginal heritage, commercial activities, protecting park values 
and visitor destinations and can be viewed on
www.envi ronment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ royal -new-plan-
management.
They will be available for comment and online submissions until 28 August 
2017. Everyone is encouraged to have a look and have your say on the 
future management of this valuable natural asset.

ROYAL NATIONAL PARK SUBMISSIONS

A most successful dinner was held at The Oat Mill 
celebrating 63 years of OFF. The 43 members 
attending enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by John 
Roche & his staff. Thanks for all the donations for 
the raffle  which raised $210. Thanks to ticket sellers 
& to Vicki Bolling  for all  her help in organising the 
evening .                                    Sue Howard

http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Myles-Dunphy-Reserve-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Oatley-Memorial-Gardens-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Spooner-Park-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Depot-Road-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6486
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/royal-new-plan-management
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/royal-new-plan-management
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Coming OFF Events in July/August
24 July - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - Graham Lalchere Trekking a WW2 Battleground in PNG following his 
Father’s Footsteps. 
Graham’s father served in WW2 for 6 years including action in PNG. One of his most memorable stints there was at Shaggy Ridge in the Finisterre Range in 
north-east New Guinea. In 2016 Graham and his two sons trekked this treacherous area to experience some of what the Australian troops found in this rugged 
and impressive country. It is hard now to imagine what they went through as they battled not only a ferocious enemy but the climate, landscape and diseases 
found in this isolated area.
30 July SUNDAY Field Day - Coogee to Bondi walk via the historic Waverley Cemetery. 
An easy walk along the coast  to the cemetery where we will visit the graves of some well known historic people. A ten minute walk from the cemetery takes us 
to Bronte beach where we will have lunch. For those who wish, the walk can be ended here by catching a bus back to Bondi Junction . We will then continue 
on to Bondi beach which is approximately a one hour leisurely walk. We will take the 8.43am train from Oatley (Mortdale 8.45) to Bondi Junction and then catch 
the bus to Coogee.                                           Leaders: Peter and Sue de Beuzeville   0419625373
15 August TUESDAY Field Day - Sheldon Forest Track, a 5-6 km walk from Turramurra Station through Blue Gum forest and back along Pymble 
streets; some steep steps.  Leader: Liz Cameron 9580 6621 

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the fourth 
Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………………..
📷  The OFF Photographic Competition - the Natural World of Georges River 
Council Parks and Reserves - is up and running until 1 September. We have 
already received a few photos but July and August are undoubtedly the best 
months to photograph wild flowers and the early morning or evening light 
(“the golden hours”) adds to the impact of landscapes. See the OFF website 
for  competition Terms and Conditions http://off.oatleypark.com 

"  The Society has prepared a leaflet outlining the principles we believe 
should govern the candidates for the September Council elections. It is 
planned to letterbox this leaflet as the date of the elections approaches and 
the Society will be calling for volunteers to help out

🌿  Following the successful planting day at Oatley West Rail Park (next to 
the underpass) in late May, the Society will hold a second planting day on 
Sunday 23 July at 10:00am. We should only be a couple of hours. Hats, 
gloves and sturdy boots are essential as well as your favourite planting tool! 

🌱 The Royal has given permission for OFF and Bushcare to hold a working 
bee at Wattamolla Beach in the Royal National Park on Wednesday 23 
August starting at 9:30am and going through to lunch. Free entry, equipment 
provided but make sure you wear appropriate clothing and bring food and 
drink for a picnic lunch. Numbers are limited so you must let Shaun know 
if you want to attend 0418226310

The developer of 111 Gungah Bay Road has made an application to remove a 
large Blackbutt tree contrary to his original arborist’s report and subsequent 
approval to his DA (MOD2017/0067 to DA2015/0319). This tree is a 
magnificent example, probably the largest in the local area. It has already 
been subjected to non compliant pruning by the developer. As part of the 
approval 5 large trees have already been removed, as well as a magnolia 
being cut down rather than being moved as approved. 

As a result a petition for the rejection of this application was circulated and 
signed by 120 locals. This petition was presented to council by OFF President 
Graham Lalchere at the council  meeting on Monday 3 July 2017. This petition 
shows the concern Oatley residents have at the continuing removal of trees, 
both private and public and the resulting impact on the natural environment.

We are witnessing the death of our tree canopy by a thousand cuts.  There are 
numerous other examples in just our local area of the removal of trees, both 
public and private, legally and illegally. As well as the impact on us residents, 
removal of significant trees such as this one also affects the animals that live 
on and in them. Where do the birds,  possums and other creatures go when a 
tree like this is removed? They are virtually condemned to death as they 
cannot go elsewhere as they displace other animals. Nesting sites and food 
sources are also lost. You may view and comment on this application by 
following this link:
h t t p : / / daenqu i r y .hu rs t v i l l e . nsw .gov .au /mas te rv i ewu i /Modu les /
applicationmaster/default.aspx?page=wrapper&key=120229

PETITION REGARDING APPLICATION TO REMOVE 
BLACKBUTT TREE - 111 GUNGAH BAY RD., OATLEY

Our well-attended June meeting welcomed environmentalist Dorothy Luther 
to enlighten us of the greening efforts of folks in the inner west. 

Like so many Sydney suburbs succumbing to the wishes and demands of 
developers and Planning NSW, concrete and brick is fast replacing greenery. 
As suburban blocks are acquired, trees and associated greenery are 
absorbed into a larger footprint of urban infrastructure and potential habitat 
and pitstops for wildlife (like migrating or foraging birds) are being scraped 
into oblivion.

As councils struggle to formulate a positive outcome toward re-greening our 
local environment, individuals and small groups are taking matters into their 
own hands. Dorothy flushed out some of the guerrilla gardeners and 
committed community activists who are adopting forgotten areas of noxious 
weeds and spending their leisure hours working hard to repair the 
wastelands. We applaud their initiative and tenacity but is important to note 
that even weeds can provide valuable habitat for native animals and that 
'cleaning up' can potentially threaten remnant fauna. So even though council 
may seem to lack proactivity in this area, it is best to consult before taking 
drastic action.                                                                        Matt Allison

JUNE MEETING - DOROTHY LUTHER ‘HOLDING BACK 
THE CONCRETE’

OFF members attend Bundeena rally to protest threats to 
the Royal National Park

First the so-called eco lodge at Spring Gully and now the possibility of carving 
off 60 hectares of the RNP for a $18 billion motorway we do not need! The 
Royal is under threat and the State Government should be supporting its 
World Heritage Listing not its destruction.

If you made a submission in June following the public exhibition of the 
proposed road to service the ‘eco-lodge’, NPWS advise that it is invalid 
due to the material that was exhibited. You will need to lodge a further 
submission - see www.springgully.org

THREATS TO ROYAL NATIONAL PARK

http://off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
http://daenquiry.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/masterviewui/Modules/applicationmaster/default.aspx?page=wrapper&key=120229
http://daenquiry.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/masterviewui/Modules/applicationmaster/default.aspx?page=wrapper&key=120229
http://www.springgully.org
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OFF was successful this year in obtaining a number of community grants for 
local projects. One already completed is a wheel-chair friendly path through a 
section of Oatley Park woodland, starting at Myra Wall Garden and running 
170 metres to a lookout over Jew Fish Bay. It should allow people with mobility 
difficulties to enjoy the bush which we take for granted.

On 8 August John Rayner, Administrator Georges River Council (far left of 
photo) met up with several OFF members at the official ‘opening’ of the track. 
He commented on the importance of the work done by OFF to protect the local 
environment.

OFF LAUNCHES A GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGN FOR A 
‘FRESH START’ AT LOCAL  COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Another successful planting of native shrubs by OFF members was held on 
Sunday, 23 July. Twenty-seven people helped with the planting in the area 
immediately west of the Oatley Station underpass. In total, over 550 tube 
stocks and some more advanced plants have been planted and it is hoped 
that similar areas can be regenerated in the future.  

The Society took the opportunity of the planting day to launch the campaign 
for A Fresh Start at the up-coming elections. In the week following, over 5000 
flyers were letter-boxed by OFF members in Oatley, Mortdale and parts of 
Peakhurst.  They express our message that environmental matters should be 
taken into account when people decide who to vote for as their Council 
representatives. A letter will be sent to candidates asking their views on 
issues ranging from ethical standards in local government to the protection of 
the environment. Responses will be collated and published on our social 
media sites.

There was a half-page article in The Leader (2 August) covering our 
campaign launch with extensive comments by our President Graham 
Lalchere setting out the OFF agenda. As Graham told The Leader “With this 
planting we are putting our money where our mouth is and leading the way to 
maintaining healthy parks and open space”. He went on to say “what we will 
be asking the community to do is get to know who they are voting for…..we 
want the council to be well-governed by ethical councillors who act 
honourably, fairly and solely in the public interest”.

Over the coming weeks until Election Day on 9 September, OFF will continue 
to campaign for A Fresh Start for Georges River Council. 

With Coles, Woolworths and Oatley IGA all committed to getting rid of single-
use plastic bags, it is a good time to encourage all Oatley traders to go plastic 
bag free. Make your opinion known when you shop and encourage every 
shop to ditch plastic bags. 

AdventureCo shop in Frederick Street is making cloth ‘boomerang bags’ for 
local shops to hand out to customers who forget their own bags; they can 
return them for another customer to use. 

You can help – drop into AdventureCo to make a bag, or donate offcuts of 
strong fabric for others to make up.

Let's aim to make Oatley one of the few plastic bag free suburbs in Sydney. 
See also the State-wide campaign to ‘Ban the Bag’ act.greenpeace.org.au/
petitions/ban-the-bag-new-south-wales.

PLASTIC BAG FREE OATLEY? HOW YOU CAN HELP

Environmental charities are for the first time being required to report how 
much they spend on “on-ground environmental remediation”.This is part of a 
controversial move to restrict charitable environmental groups to activities 
such as tree planting and divert them from education, advocacy and 
community support. 

The Australian Treasury is seeking feedback on the proposal that would 
require environmental groups to spend up to 50% of their revenue on 
remediation, or lose their tax-deductible status. A change such as this would 
impact dramatically on the Environmental Defenders Office and many more 
important environmental charities.

SHOULD ENVIRONMENTAL CHARITIES PLANT TREES?

Western Sydney University and Greater Sydney Local Land Services are 
running the Citizen Science in Action symposium. Held at Western Sydney 
University’s Hawkesbury campus in Richmond, NSW, this one-day event will 
highlight the importance of research and how you can get involved with citizen 
science. In their interactive workshops you will learn about relevant 
technologies and be provided with the skills to participate in the latest citizen 
science programs more effectively to make a real impact in your community.  
You can find full program details on the website: www.westernsydney.edu.au/
rcegws/csia

If you are a member of a landcare group or network and would like to 
attend, GSLLS will cover the cost of the ticket price ($45.00) for you. 
Please contact Vanessa on vanessa.keyzer@lls.nsw.gov.au or phone 02 
4724 2118 to register your interest. 

CITIZEN SCIENCE IN ACTION SYMPOSIUM 
15 SEPTEMBER 2017

COMMUNITY GRANTSCOMMUNITY GRANTS

OFF member Sue Mackay (front of photo) who has mobility difficulties 
following a stroke, tried out the new track and said she enjoyed the freedom it 
gave her to enjoy the sights and sounds of the bush once more.

http://act.greenpeace.org.au/petitions/ban-the-bag-new-south-wales
http://act.greenpeace.org.au/petitions/ban-the-bag-new-south-wales
http://nsw.us8.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=ab10f363ede220c4458731869&id=c2592ae568&e=9eb2f2aed9
http://nsw.us8.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=ab10f363ede220c4458731869&id=c2592ae568&e=9eb2f2aed9
mailto:vanessa.keyzer@lls.nsw.gov.au
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🌼 ADVANCE NOTICE – Tour of Sylvan Grove Wildflower Garden, Picnic 
Point hosted by East Hills Group of the Australian Plants Society
Wednesday 20th September from l0 am.  Members of Oatley Flora and 
Fauna Conservation Society welcome.  Bring a thermos for morning tea.

🌺 Muogamarra Nature Reserve is open to the public from 9am to 4.30pm for 
6 weekends every year (Sat.12 August - Sun.17 September 2017). The 
reserve is closed to the public at other times to protect the sensitive natural 
and cultural heritage. A park access fee applies during the 6 annual open 
weekends: $15 adults, $10 children, $40 family (2 adults, 2 children). There is 
no organised OFF visit to the reserve this year but if you have not been 
before it is well worth the trip as the spring flowers are spectacular. 
Link: nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/muogamarra-nature-reserve

🌳  Following the community petition to Council mentioned in the last OFF 
News, the large Blackbutt at 111 Gungah Bay Road has been saved. The 
property owner has withdrawn his application to remove the tree and an 
alternative plan has been proposed. We believe that the developer has been 
fined for damage to another tree in front of the property.

$  The Society does not ‘do’ commercial endorsements but we should give 
a big thumbs-up to AdventureCo. in Frederick Street, Oatley. Andy and 
Gemma’s store ostensibly sells adventure wear but there is so much more to 
this unassuming shopfront. Go online and you will see the extent of their 
commercial enterprise. The couple also have a firm sense of community and 
concern for our environment. Behind the scenes activities include 
involvement in the Boomerang Bags scheme, tackling plastic bag pollution 
(see front page), Shoes for Planet Earth (distributing shoes to people in 
need) , the reduction of waste through the Terracycle programs and several 
other worthwhile projects. Link: adventureco.com.au/what-else-we-do/

%  In an initiative arising out of the OFF strategic planning workshop in May 
2016, instead of making lots of small annual donations to various 
environmental groups, the Society has set aside a reasonably substantial 
sum to fund a number of environmental science projects. The grants sub-
committee is currently going through all of the grant submissions and will be 
making recommendations to the OFF committee in the next few weeks.

📹  Georges River Bushcare Volunteers now have their own trail camera (a 
camera with motion sensors for filming or photographing wildlife) that can be 
borrowed for short periods if you would like to find out what is going on after 
dark in your neck of the woods. It comes with a security housing and locking 
cable. Contact Shaun (0418226310) if you are interested.

Coming OFF Events in August
28 August - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - Monica and Phillip Moore take us on a rafting trip down the iconic 
Franklin River
Four true adventurers and one slightly reluctant rafter - an account of their 11 days in the Tasmanian wilderness, rafting the Franklin and climbing Frenchmans 
Cap. Days of drama and danger, fever, lost toenails, and lots of cold cold water. And some breathtaking photos!

29 August TUESDAY Field Day - Spring Walk in Royal Botanic Gardens - Leader Amanda Gibson
There have been a lot of changes in the Botanic Garden this year with the development of new garden beds and improvements to existing beds. Along with 
some of the historical areas in the gardens we will visit some of the new garden displays and the spring walks that should be at the best. Except for the Avenue 
of Spring, the walk this year will be to different parts of the garden from last year’s walk. Meet at the top of Martin Place at the Macquarie Street pedestrian 
crossing at 10:00am. There is a train that leaves Oatley station at 9:28 and arrives at Martin Place station at 9:59. Any enquiries email Amanda at 
gibsonah@yahoo.com

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the fourth 
Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. COOGEE TO BONDI VIA HISTORIC WAVERLY CEMETERY
Eight OFF members enjoyed glorious weather for the walk along the Coogee 
to Bondi cliff track. Passing the smaller beaches of Gordons Bay and 
Clovelly, we arrived at the historic Waverley Cemetery to visit the graves of 
such notables as Lawrence Hargrave, Henry Lawson and Dorothea 
Mackellar among others. Our hero must surely be Sir James Martin (three 
times Premier and later Chief Justice of NSW) who was a founder of the 
League for the Prevention of Pollution of Air and Water (later the Sanitary 
Reform League) in 1880, possibly Australia’s first conservation group.The 
full walk report with photos is on the OFF website.http://off.oatleypark.com
For free downloadable books and maps on graves, search for Waverley 
Public Library, then Local Studies.  http://www.waverley.nsw.gov.au/
services/library/local_studies            Sue de Beuzeville

Our guest speaker didn’t have to travel far to present to us in July, as it was 
our president Graham Lalchere. His topic was his recent trip with his two 
sons to PNG to see where his father and thousands of other Australian 
troops served at an area known to them as Shaggy Ridge in the Finisterre 
Ranges of New Guinea (as the area was known then).

He illustrated his talk with a series of fascinating photos, both new and old, 
as he interspersed his own photos with some taken during the campaign. 
These original photos showed the harsh conditions that the soldiers endured 
including the terrain and the devastation caused by the battle with the 
ferocious Japanese defenders. His more recent photos showed that this area 
is still hard to access and not without its difficulties, such as flooding rivers 
and the razor-back  nature of the ridge itself.

After watching Graham’s trek photos, it is interesting to reflect on the fact that 
PNG is our nearest neighbour, but it is rarely visited by Australians. The 
country appeared to be very rugged and beautiful and should appeal to the 
adventurous type and those looking for something different.

JULY MEETING - GRAHAM LALCHERE FOLLOWING IN HIS 
FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS IN PNG
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BUSHCARE WORKING BEE AT WATTAMOLLA BEACH IN 
THE ROYAL NATIONAL PARK
On 23 August members of the Society joined forces with Georges River 
Bushcare Volunteers for a working bee targeting ‘Mother of Millions’, a highly 
invasive weed that had a firm hold on the rock shelf around the beach 
carpark. Patsy Nagle from National Parks supervised our work and between 
the 15 volunteers we filled 8 large Sulo bins. Not a bad effort for a couple of 
hours work! 

The weather could not have been better and after the morning’s work we had 
a delightful picnic under an old fig-tree. After lunch a few went walking while 
one intrepid soul had a dip in the lagoon.

Patsy Nagle told us that 40 acres of ocean frontage at Wattamolla was 
privately owned by Mr J Coote of Angus and Coote fame, until he presented 
the land to the National Park Trust in 1933.

The ABC News on Sunday 20 August reported the alarming research findings 
of Dr Ian Wright, one of Australia’s leading water scientists. Dr Wright and his 
team from the University of Western Sydney have been regularly testing 
water flowing from the derelict Berrima Colliery into the Wingecarribee River. 
The river forms part of Sydney’s water catchment feeding into dams that 
provide our drinking water.

Dr Wright has been studying water pollution associated with coal mines for 
nearly 20 years. He told the ABC that the contamination levels were the worst 
he had ever encountered with heavy metals in the Wingecarribee River far 
exceeding safe environmental levels. Levels of Zinc were more than 120 
times the baseline level. 

Many Society members will already know of Dr Wright’s research findings 
following his talk back in November 2015. You can find a summary of his 
presentation on the OFF website. Following the talk Dr Wright was presented 
with one of the last of the Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society peaked 
caps and it is with some pride that we can report Dr Wright was wearing his 
OFF cap when being filmed by the ABC!                          

POLLUTED WATER FROM OLD MINE ENTERS SYDNEY’S 
WATER CATCHMENT

Our August meeting brought 53 members and guests out to the Oatley RSL for 
the virtual ride of their lives. Monica and Phillip Moore had rafted down 
Tasmania’s iconic Franklin River with their son, daughter and friend back in 
January, 2015. They used a commercial adventure company, of which there 
are a few, and spent 11 days in near perfect conditions immersing themselves 
in a pristine environment not many Australians will ever manage to experience. 
An extreme adventure such as this is, by virtue of its isolated nature, 
challenging and danger is a constant companion but the experience of the 
professional crew allays most fears held by the paying guest. Any rainfall in the 
catchment can raise the river level in minutes and escape from the water may 
be limited in the gorge-like surrounds so vigilance is a constant companion.
There are climbs that can be enjoyed along the way with the quartz covered 
Frenchmans Cap featuring and the distant views must contrast heavily with the 
steep cliffs and roar back at the river.

To ensure the wilderness experience continues in a pristine environment 
everything that goes in must come back out. So, there are certain quirky 
privations - like pooing in a zip-lock bag – that may have helped convince 
some in the audience to reconsider their next travel destination.

Our society always appreciates the efforts speakers make to attend our 
meetings and the sharing of their experiences with us all in the audience. Our 
thanker this month was Graham Fry who, back in 1983, had joined the 
Wilderness Society’s camp in Strachan training in non-violent protest action 
used in the campaign opposing the damming of the Franklin River. He along 
with thousands of others at the time was responsible for the saving of this icon 
as the new Hawke Government placed an immediate ban on its construction.                                                                                                 
                                                                                                       

RAFTING THE FRANKLIN RIVER - MEETING REPORT

A development proposal at 23 Bay Road Oatley has come to the Society’s 
attention that will mean the removal of at least 30 trees, mainly large, 
significant Blackbutts and the excavation of magnificent sandstone outcrops. 
The proposal is to demolish the existing dwelling and construct two huge 
freestanding houses taking up most of the site. The Development 
applications can be followed on the Council website using the following DA 
application numbers: DA2017/0197 & DA2017/0198
You can find the full text of a neighbour’s submission opposing the extent of 
the development on the Society’s website off.oatleypark.com but this extract 
sums up their cogent argument. 
DA2017/0197 and DA2017/0198 are designed to exploit the environment for 
material gain. They totally undermine the Council’s own LEP (Foreshore 
Scenic Protection Area) and the announced Tree Canopy Enhancement 
Program. Many residential developments have taken place in Bay Road 
Oatley over the last 20 years. About ten have been knock-down rebuilds. 
None have come even close to 5% of the destruction to the natural 
environment that this development demands. When we need to protect the 
environment more than at any other time in the history of mankind this 
development proposal is vastly out of touch with community expectations.
There are also links to the Arborist’s reports on the website. OFFCS 
members have been asked to make submissions opposing this proposed 
environmental vandalism by 20 September.

THIRTY TREES TO BE REMOVED IN OATLEY 
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

http://off.oatleypark.com
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Coming OFF Events in September/October
25 September - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - Anne McLeod, Author - THE SUMMIT OF HER AMBITION The 
Spirited Life of Marie Byles 
Marie Byles - first woman lawyer of NSW, feminist activist with Jesse Street, environmentalist, mountaineer, early Western Buddhist. Mary Byles’ life story has 
powerful narratives about human rights, conservation, ecology, feminism and spirituality. Anne McLeod’s presentation will be illustrated by Marie’s own 
photographs of her adventurous life and travels around the world. This presentation promises to be one of the highlights of the OFFCS calendar. Copies of 
Anne’s book will be on sale at the meeting.

Tuesday 24 - Thursday 26 October - South Coast Walks Centred on Kioloa 
We have made a reservation at the Kioloa Coastal Campus of the Australian National University for this period. The accommodation consists of a number of 
buildings each with 2 to 3 bedrooms and a common bathroom and kitchen. The facility is close to the beach. We will use it as a base to explore and take in 
some bush walks in the surrounding areas.The cost is $35 per person per day. If you are interested please contact Graham Fry on fry45@gmail.com before 
the 26th September 2017 to reserve a space, note Graham am overseas from 8th Sept to 24th Sept. 

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the fourth Monday. 

BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. CURRICULUM FROM 1952 REMARKABLY RELEVANT TODAY
The following statement appeared on page 375 in the NSW Department of 
Education Curriculum for Primary Schools published 1952. It was in the Natural 
Science section headed Sixth Grade and seems remarkably relevant to today.
Purposes of National Reserves “Children should be taught to 
appreciate the value of National Reserves for the preservation of 
natural features, including flora and fauna and for the provision of 
facilities for popular enjoyment and open-air recreation for the people. 
The responsibility for maintaining such reserves so that they will 
continue to fulfil their functions should be stressed.
Since the two objectives are not entirely compatible with each other 
children should be impressed with the desirability of ensuring that 
certain reserves should remain inviolate in their natural condition. In 
such areas there will be no picnic or open-playing spaces and a 
minimum means of ingress so that they all remain as a lasting 
reminder of the beauty and interest of the Australian bushland”.

!  Mark Coure, Member for Oatley, is campaigning to have the NSW 
State government introduce legislation banning single-use plastic bags. If 
you want to show your support for his campaign you can do so through his 
website. www.markcoure.com.au/refuse-and-reuse

⛷  Members of OFF will again spend a week at Pygmy Possum Lodge at 
Charlottes Pass in the Snowy Mountains in January 2018. The lodge has 
been booked for the period from Sunday 7th January to Sunday 14th 
January. If you are interested in staying at the lodge for all or some of that 
time, please contact Graham Fry on fry45@gmail.com the lodge is already 
25% full and if we delay we may miss out. 

#  The Society’s Photo Competition closed on 1 September. There were 
close to 60 entries and the final selection has been made to be included in 
the Oatley 2018 - Nature in the Suburbs Calendar to be launched at the 
Oatley Lions Spring Festival on 21 October. Copies will also be sold 
through several retail outlets in Oatley.

$  Pleasing to see David Coleman, Member for Banks standing up in 
Federal Parliament and putting the case for Myles Dunphy Reserve to be 
preserved as public space. Perhaps not so pleasing is the number of the 
‘old guard’ from both sides of politics who have found their way back onto 
council. Thankfully there are some new faces and hopefully their influence 
might allow a Fresh Start for Georges River Council!

%  Australasian Bird Fair and Wildlife Expo Friday, 3 November - 
Sunday 5 November 2017 at Newington Armory, Sydney Olympic 
Park. Birding and conservation, art exhibits and sales, optical and 
photographic equipment, presentations, tours and activities for children. 
See more details at birdfair.com.au

&  The Society will be running its usual stall at the Oatley Lions Spring 
Festival on Saturday, 21 October at Oatley Memorial Park. This year our 
focus will be OFF’s Community Tree Watch project - particularly apt given 
the report of the proposed tree removal in Bay Rd. (see front page). Come 
along to help or just to say ‘hello’. Melissa Derwent plans to run a nature 
craft table where children can make crowns out of leaves, feathers, petals 
or decorate pebbles. We will also be selling the Oatley 2018 - Nature in 
the Suburbs  Calendar  at a discount for OFFCS members.

Not only is our drinking water under threat of pollution from coal mines (see 
front page) there is apparently evidence in NSW Department of Planning 
reports that the Dendrobium long-wall coal mine located underneath the water 
catchment area to the West of Wollongong has caused seam-to-surface 
cracks resulting in rain water that should be feeding into our dams seeping 
into the voids created by the mining.  The reports also disclose evidence of 
valley bulging around our dams creating leakage pathways in the surrounding 
rock, resulting in additional losses to our valuable drinking water supplies.

Lock the Gate Alliance has called for a moratorium on any further mining in the 
area and the NSW Premier has said the Government would look into the 
report’s findings. You can find the full news report on this continuing threat to 
our water catchments at http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-13/dendrobium-

‘AGGRESSIVE’ MINING CAUSING SEVERE IMPACT ON SYDNEY 
WATER CATCHMENTS

http://off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
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SYDNEY’S LAST KOALAS
Sydney's last remaining healthy koala colony is facing a threat in the south-
western suburbs as more than 30,000 new homes and major highway 
upgrades are proposed for nearby areas.  

The Total Environment Centre has launched a campaign to permanently 
protect these koalas. The TEC is asking for donations to bring the problem to 
public attention and ensure politicians and developers know about the 
importance of koala protection.  Contact : www.tec.org.au/contact.

Businessman Dick Smith has reignited the simmering debate on population 
growth (S.M.H. Oct 7-8) by questioning the mentality of “perpetual growth” 
and calling for limits on the number that Australia can cope with. And it seems 
that there is general agreement, with 66.4% of voters surveyed saying that 
Sydney is full. This is reflected in the  opposition to the NSW Government's 
plan to build hundreds of thousands of new apartments in Sydney's suburbs. 

OFF has long taken an interest in this debate. In OFF News (Sept 1995) 
former NSW Premier Bob Carr is quoted as saying “There is a limit on the 
population growth. Sydney is simply too large...and is up against its natural 
barriers.” In OFF News (May 2002) it is noted that “population policy is 
ultimately an environmental matter...and if we continue down the path of 
growth with all the water pollution, air pollution, traffic congestion and social 
dislocation, we will inherit the same disastrous situation that we see in other 
cities in the world.” 

POPULATION DEBATE

WARRAGAMBA WOES
The NSW Government is proposing to raise the height of 
Warragamba Dam wall by 14 metres as a flood mitigation 
measure. This will have serious environmental consequences 
as wild rivers in the Blue Mountains World Heritage area will be 
flooded, submerged vegetation will die and dead trees will 
leave a scar on the landscape. Even the view from Echo Point 
Katoomba will be affected.  

This measure estimated to cost $700 million will not entirely 
prevent floods below the dam wall. A better solution is to lower 
the level of the dam and to manage the risks by reducing urban 
sprawl downstream. For more information, contact The Colong 
Foundation, Ph 9261 2400.

At the OFF Planning Workshop held in 2016 a recommendation was made 
that rather than OFF donating money each year to other conservation 
organisations we should instead donate directly to researchers. As a 
consequence of that recommendation the first research grants have recently 
been awarded. A total of nine applications were received from students at 
three universities. The OFF Research Committee analysed the applications 
and after much deliberation agreed to fund two applicants:

-          Ross Crates, Australian National University - Enhancing the nesting 
success of wild Regent Honeyeaters: an experimental approach - $3000

-          Reannan Honey, University of Technology, Sydney – Habitat 
restoration for hollow dependant fauna - $2000

We think the research that these two recipients are undertaking is consistent 
with the aims of OFF and we are proud to be able to assist with their projects. 
We will be calling for new applications in 2018 using the funds that our 
members have donated to OFF this year. A requirement for winning these 
awards is that the recipient is expected to give a presentation on their 
research at a future OFF meeting.                                                Graham Fry

RESEARCH GRANTS AWARDED

The Oatley 2018 Nature in the Suburbs Calendar will go on sale at the 
Oatley Lions Spring Festival on Saturday, 21 October. All proceeds go to 
local community organisations - Oatley Lions, Oatley Flora & Fauna 
Conservation Society and Oatley Heritage and Historical Society. 
Price $10:00 (OFFCS Members $8:00) 
At the Festival stall we will be offering new memberships and a 2018 
calendar for $30.00, a saving of $5.00. Let your friends and neighbours know 
about this special offer.

We extend sympathy to the families of two long-time members 
who died recently - Dr Peter Airey and Mrs Pat Donnelly.  Peter 
and his wife Margret were presented with a Certificate of 
Recognition at the OFF AGM in February this year, for their 40 
years of membership.  

Pat was a keen walker and a member of the Hospitality and 
Welcome Team from 2004-2011; she resigned in 2013 
because of ill-health.

VALE DR PETER AIREY AND MRS PAT DONNELLY

Peter and Margaret Airey receiving Certificates of Recognition 

http://www.tec.org.au/contact
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Coming OFF Events 
23 October - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - Jim Vickery -  Murray Darling: Getting on with the Plan
Farmers want more of it; the environment needs more of it; townships must have it; but who suffers if the water is toxic. The Murray Darling Basin Authority is 
wrestling with these demands in a historically badly managed river basin.  Jim Vickery will give some insights into how these demands are being met under 
the plan enacted in 2012.

26 November - Sunday Field Trip Rivercat to Parramatta, explore historic buildings and parks. Leader: Vicki 
Bolling and Graham Lalchere. Final details at next meeting and in November’s newsletter.
4 December - Monday from 5:30pm - OFF Picnic in Oatley Park - further details in next newsletter

Sunday 7 January to Sunday 14 – Friends of OFF week at Pygmy Possum Lodge, Charlotte Pass in the Snowy Mountains.  
If you are interested in staying at the lodge for all or some of that period, please contact Graham Fry on fry45@gmail.com

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the fourth Monday. 

BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………………..

!

The annual Aussie Backyard Bird Count organised by Birdlife Australia 
runs from 23-29 October 2017. You can be part of a nationwide survey of 
birds by registering on-line and downloading the App. It takes just 20 mins 
each day to record the species and number of birds visiting your garden 
using the app. More details at https://aussiebirdcount.org.au. 
There will also be a special bird counting event in Myles Dunphy Reserve 
on Sunday 29 October meeting at the entrance off Mulga Road at 8:00am. 
Let Geoff Francis know if you plan to attend (0437 407 332). 

"

 Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation Society will hold its Annual 
General Meeting on Monday, 5 February at 7:30pm. All members are 
invited to attend. The President and Secretary will present their annual 
reports and a new committee will be elected. The Society is always looking 
for fresh ideas and opinions so why not consider nominating for one of the 
positions on the Committee? Supper will be served after the meeting and 
members’ are invited to share any interesting or fun digital photos from the 
past year.

#

 The theme of the Society’s stall at the Oatley Lions Spring Festival on 
Saturday 21 October will be our Community Tree Watch project. There will 
also be plants for sale, card sales and the launch of the Oatley 2018 
Calendar.
Melissa Derwent will be running a children’s nature craft table, making 
head-bands and other fun items out of natural materials (feathers, colourful 
leaves, seed-pods etc.). Help out by collecting any interesting or colourful 
natural materials and bring them along for Melissa to use on the day.

$

 The Society’s Facebook page - A Fresh Start  - will be closing down 
soon as it has served its purpose of stimulating discussion about the recent 
Georges River Council elections and alerting local residents to the lack of 
adequate information made available by most candidates.  It was 
particularly disappointing that so few candidates responded to OFF’s letter 
seeking a commitment to ethical practices in local government and to our 
questionnaire about their views on local environmental issues such as the 
Oatley Bowling Club development.

At our September meeting we heard a very interesting presentation from Anne 
McLeod on the life of Marie Byles (1900-1979), richly illustrated by Marie’s own 
photographs.

Anne has recently published a biography of Marie’s life and achievements.  Marie 
was the first woman solicitor in N.S.W., a fierce feminist activist in divorce law 
reform as well as a writer, explorer, mountaineer, passionate bushwalker and an 
active Buddhist.  She was a zealous advocate for the wilderness and its 
conservation and was the driving force behind the establishment of the Bouddi 
National Park.

Anne’s book may be purchased through her website.   www.annemcleod.com.au

ANNE MCLEOD’S TALK ON MARIE BYLES

This year marks the 50 year anniversary of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS). The September edition of the Colong Foundation Bulletin 
published two contrasting articles about the state of the NPWS. 

The CEO of the Office of Environment and Heritage is upbeat, opening with 
motherhood statements about the achievements of the NPWS before reporting on 
the 2016 review of the organisation – “The changes we’re making aren’t about 
saving money - they’re about doing the most we can, in the most effective way 
with out existing staff budget”. He argues that the savings made by reducing the 
number of management positions will enable more to be spent on frontline 
services. 

Penny Sharpe, Shadow Minister for the Environment has a very different view 
calling the cut-backs “the single biggest attack on the NPWS since it was 
established in 1967”. Ms Sharpe’s analysis concludes that the Government will 
slash $121 million from the NPWS budget over just a two-year period.  Apparently 
246 full-time positions have been axed and 20% of national parks ranger positions 
have been erased. This will “mean fewer conservation programs, reduced 
maintenance of facilities and fire hazard reduction, less work on dealing with 
pests and weeds, and an emerging problem of wild dogs and deer”.

Compounding the cuts Ms Sharpe points out that the promised plan to establish 
new national parks is 3 years overdue and the Government itself threatens the 
very existence of our parks with a proposal to put the F6 through a corner of the 
Royal National Park and the Nationals’ candidate for Murray, Austin Evans, 
vowing to introduce a private member’s bill relegating the status of the Murray 
Valley National Park back to state forest, just 7 years after it was created, so 
loggers can once again have access to its timber. (Evans was elected last 
weekend narrowly beating the candidate from the Shooters and Fishers party and 
the NSW Government, after a strong community backlash, has now stated that 
the F6 will not run through the RNP)

So while we should be celebrating the anniversary, unfortunately there are good 
reasons to fear for the future of the NPWS and our parks.
                                                                                                  Shaun Keays-Byrne

50TH ANNIVERSAY OF NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE SERVICE

http://off@oatleypark.com
http://off.oatleypark.com
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
http://www.annemcleod.com.au
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FORMER OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE

SPRINGVALE MINE - THE ONGOING SAGA

As you may be aware Georges River Council has forwarded the Planning 
Proposal for the former Oatley Bowling Club Site to the Greater Sydney 
Commission for a Gateway Determination under section 56 of the 
Environmental and Planning Assessment Act 1979.
If this Determination is successful, the site will be developed into seniors 
housing facilities following reclassification of the site from Community Land 
to Operational Land and re-zoning. Operational Land can be leased or sold. 

Our Federal Member of Parliament, David Coleman, has expressed his 
opposition to this proposal. He has further stated to some of our members 
that if residents are opposed to this proposal then they should also express 
their opposition to the newly elected Georges River Councillors. 

Mr Coleman pointed out that this the Council's own development proposal 
and they can withdraw it if they are persuaded to do so.The Society has 
recently sent a letter to all newly elected Councillors on Georges River 
Council urging them not to proceed with the re-zoning of the Bowling Club 
site. We urge all OFF members to write their own letter to Councillors. To 
assist, here are a few points you might make:

✽ the land is public land zoned for Public Recreation;
✽ the site is not suitable as it is within bushfire prone zone;
✽ access for emergency vehicles is inadequate;
✽ building construction would have an adverse affect on surrounding
    Turpentine- Ironbark Forest, an Endangered Ecological Community.

A full list of Councillors and their email addresses is on OFF's website. Click 
on the following link http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6895

A year ago we reported in OFF News that the Environmental Defenders 
Office (EDO) was appealing the decision to allow Springvale coal mine in the 
Blue Mountains to discharge large amounts of contaminated mine water into 
the river system that forms part of Sydney's drinking water catchment. 

In August, the NSW Court of Appeal ruled that the mine needed to comply 
with the requirement that developments in the catchment must have  a 
“neutral or beneficial effect” on the quality of the water. In October, the NSW 
Government moved to pass legislation in order to nullify the Court ruling thus 
seriously weakening the laws to protect Sydney's catchment. Lock the Gate 
has issued a Call to Action – to tell the Premier that a rogue coal mine 
should not compromise Sydney's drinking water.
www.lockthegate.org.au/springvale_call_to_action

OATLEY LIONS FESTIVAL STALL 
The Society held its annual stall at the Oatley Lions Village Festival on 
Saturday, 21 October. The weather was just about perfect after a rainy Friday 
had threatened to spoil the festival. 

Featured on our stall this year were the EPA’s Love Food Hate Waste 
campaign, our own Community Tree Watch Project and a display board of 
information about how you can recycle soft plastics. 

Plant sales, sales of books, cards and the Oatley 2018 Calendar, brought in 
welcome revenue for future environmental projects. And Melissa Derwent’s 
nature craft stall proved great fun for the young and young at heart. 

Over the last couple of years we have been experimenting with spreading 
across two sites and sharing ‘themes’ with fellow community group stall holders 
such as Georges River Bushcare Volunteers and Oatley Heritage and Historical 
Society. This seems to work well and the committee will work with these groups 
towards a more effective integration of the stalls, allowing greater flexibility in 
layout and creating a better flow for visitors. 

Analysis of soil samples taken from an area of Myles Dunphy Reserve has 
confirmed that a significant section of the bushland is infected with 
phytophthora cinnamomi - a soil-borne water mould that produces an infection 
in many native plants resulting in dieback. Unfortunately the infection is 
permanent and while it can be controlled and measures taken to stop the 
spread, it will remain in the soil.

An article in the most recent Georges River Bushcare Volunteers newsletter - 
Tucoerah - provides more details about the disease and the precautions 
bushcare volunteers and those who regularly walk in the bush, should take to 
stop the spread of infected soil. Click on this link http://off.oatleypark.com/?
page_id=6164

DIEBACK DISEASE FOUND IN MYLES DUNPHY RESERVE

On 25 August this year, new laws came into effect for clearing trees and 
bushland in NSW, including the Greater Sydney area.
On Thursday 23 November, learn  what these new laws mean for trees and 
bushland in Sutherland Shire and St George area and what you can do to 
help protect the area’s special natural heritage.
Co-hosted by the Total Environment Centre and Sutherland Shire 
Environment Centre at Club East, 7 E Parade, Sutherland

Speakers: Jemilah Hallinan, Outreach Director Community Programs, 
Environmental Defender's Office NSW
Jeff Angel, Executive Director Total Environment Centre

Places are strictly limited and registrations are essential. Entry is by donation 
at the door. Please arrive at 6pm for a 6.30pm start. Finish 8.30pm
Please RSVP online today.

SEMINAR ON NEW LAND CLEARING LAWS

Members are invited to the annual 
Christmas get-together on 

Monday, 4 December from 5.30pm 
at the Steamroller picnic area in Oatley Park.

BYO food. drinks, chairs tables etc

http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6895
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/springvale_call_to_action
http://off.oatleypark.com/?page_id=6164
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http://click.actionnetwork.org/mpss/c/4gA/ni0YAA/t.2ca/qZKCsOerRwSXWNfbEs-bpw/h0/n6Vats3q04uGK-2FOq9GE7797sPpbrLXdnULjUJSjrEV43NrSqgfZeeoOSd6bAAQXYSVhSJ7rXyUws7inULEZrOrhLZjk5L9zJ-2FcnjXSRBiRw6pAOfdaBQGRdADhapFyVKimnjwnBR6MjotZfF-2FPs-2Fg0xQSainmiiBqQ8sz1l1yFXII-2BRGIcnaznFOMVKDSRRfkdHspiipALr72eKFvrnZMYCvo4xktDW06V-2Bx3E6vcyLzPoTfpc7o5jIWvv-2BlbrRpLnhDfYFUnj2inzUKhpnUWzY326DFeZ1ftLp428M8HgBdj7sjqtWmCFgXYVZu67u-2FwwKRuyGfOd1qR3qpfL-2FTyw-3D-3D
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Coming OFF Events in November 
27 November - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm  - Alan Fairley - Travels in Iran 
Join us for a talk and photos by Alan Fairley on IRAN, a fascinating and little-visited country, with a long history, magnificent ancient ruins and friendly people. 
Alan and Chiew toured Iran a year ago. 
Also we will be joined by Reannan Honey the research student from UTS who was awarded an OFF grant last month. She will give us a brief overview of her 
research project on Habitat Restoration for Hollow Dependant Fauna. Bring a plate of food to help with supper; tea and coffee provided.
26 November - Sunday Field Trip Rivercat to Parramatta, explore historic buildings and parks. 
This pretty walk will thread its way through this historic town. The second white settlement in Australia, it boasts over 90 historic buildings, so this will be just a  
taste. Taking a train from MORTDALE Station 8:15am (third carriage)  we will catch the Rivercat  from Circular Quay No 5 Wharf at 9:07am. (arrive 10:30 am). 
You may like to have a coffee when we arrive  so remember to bring your Keep-Cup if you prefer a take away from the Parramatta Terminal Cafe,  or have it 
there. We will then walk around Parramatta visiting historic buildings and leafy green parks. Bring a picnic lunch to have in Parramatta Park. We will return by 
bus through the suburbs to Hurstville or 2:30 ferry or stay longer in Parramatta if you wish.   Leader Vicki Bolling  mob : 0427 870 240

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the fourth Monday. 

BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………………..

!

The Society plans to run pop-up street stalls in Oatley and possibly 
one in Mortdale, on Saturday mornings in December (2, 9 and 16) 
between 8.30am -12.00pm. We will be alongside Oatley Lions, selling 
Oatley 2018 Calendars, greetings cards and, of course, promoting our 
campaigns and projects. If you can spare some time on any of those days, 
please email Liz Cameron at lizc@pacific.net.au

"

The Society’s Program Officer, Matt Allison, is looking for interesting 
speakers on subjects related to plants and animals for some of our 
meetings next year. if you have any suggestions contact him by email at 
cohabitat6@bigpond.com

#

 The Activities Officer, Graham Fry is putting together the OFF 
program for 2018, He is looking for at least another 4 outings for the 
program. They don’t have to be walks but can be visits to interesting sites, 
ferry cruises, etc. Some of the outings already on the list include a bus trip 
to Mt Tomah, North Head walk, Victoria Military Barracks, possibly part of 
the 6’ track, Newington Armory Train Trip.  Please contact Graham Fry, 
fryg45@gmail.com 

⛷

We still have space for anyone who would like to have a lovely cool 
break in January staying at a nice ski lodge, Pygmy Possum at Charlottes 
Pass in the Snowy Mountains. We have made a nominal booking for the 
period from the 7th to the 14th January 2018. Currently, we have 13 OFF 
members booked in but there is still space if you would like to join us. If 
so, please contact Graham Fry on 9580 6621 or fryg45@gmail.com on 
how to make a booking.

%

Committee membership. A reminder that this is the time when we are 
calling for members to form a new Committee for 2018. You are invited to 
nominate at the AGM on Monday 5 February . In particular the Society is 
looking for an Editor for the OFF News or at least someone with digital 
publication skills.

&

At the last OFF committee meeting it was decided that instead of 
closing down the successful facebook page ‘Georges River Council 
Elections - A Fresh Start’, it should continue under a new name - ‘Georges 
River Community Forum’ - a place to raise and discuss issues about 
Georges River Council. And, did you know that you can view live the 
General Meetings of the GRC by going to the Council’s website. Meetings 
are held on the 4th Monday of each month starting at 7.00pm. 
Unfortunately this clashes with OFF meetings but the webcast is available 
for viewing on the website for 6 months.

'

A Significant Tree Register is being established by OFF to protect 
trees on public land. Everyone is invited to nominate their favourite tree. 
See the OFF website for details and the nomination form. 
www.off.oatleypark.com

THE FIRST STATE HAS BECOME THE LAST!
The Premier has recently stated that NSW will not ban single use plastic bags, 
despite all other Australian states and the 4 main retailers doing so. The first 
state has become the last state!  However, our local member, Mark Coure, has 
a Ban the Bag petition on his site. Please log in and sign this petition; he needs 
our support for this important action: https://www.markcoure.com.au/refuse-and-
reuse
The Society is to write to Coles and Woolworths applauding their decision to 
phase out single use plastic bags while urging them to keep, and possibly 
expand, the Redcycle program. Individual members are asked to send their own 
letters. See contact details at https://www.coles.com.au/customer-service/
contact-us and www.woolworthsgroup.com.au/page/contact-us/general-enquiry/

MURRAY-DARLING PROBLEMS - 30 YEARS AGO
The fight for the environment is long and repetitive. Following Jim Vickery's 
October talk on the Murray-Darling Plan, I note that in OFF News (Oct/Nov 
1987), there is an item titled “Murray-Darling Problems”, which reports the 
“historic agreement to form a Murray-Darling Basin Commission”. It suggests 
this is the result of growing concern about widespread land degradation, poor 
water quality, rising ground water levels, loss of wildlife and vegetation, over-
grazing and clearing. 
The item quotes the amazing statistic that more than 1.3 million tonnes of salt 
flows over the South Australian border each year. It is hoped that the Plan will 
mean for the first time governments will co-ordinate management approaches to 
this much-battered resource. How much has improved over the past 30 
years???                                                                                             Alan Fairley

Birdlife Australia have released an app, “Birddata” which can be used to record 
bird observations while in the field. The app is free and is suitable for both Apple 
and Android phones and is available from the usual app stores. 

Research has shown that long term regular bird counts are the most informative 
way of recording changes in populations and distributions of birds. We plan to 
establish a number of observational sites in the Oatley area in the near future 
and hope that our members will record their observations using this app. The 
app contains a number of options but the one that we will be standardising on is 
the 20 minutes, 2Ha survey. 
All that is required is to find the survey point on the map in the app and then 
record all the birds seen or heard within the 2Ha area (200m by 100m) over 20 
minutes. The app will advise when the 20 minutes is completed and then ask 
you to submit or edit. If you are confident on your observations just select submit 
and the data will be then sent to the Birdlife Australia database where it will be 
checked for consistency before it is formally added into the database. In 2018 
OFF will run a number of workshops on how to use the app including practical 
demonstrations in the field. Three sites have already been set up in Poulton 
Park and anyone can now use the app to add data into the database. For more 
information see www.birdlife.org.au/projects/atlas-and-birdata

GUNGAH BAY ROAD TREES - OFF has received a letter from Council 
advising that the Tallowwood trees along part of the eastern side of Gungah Bay 
road are to be removed by Ausgrid and replaced by Water Gums.

BIRD SURVEYS

The Oatley 2018 Calendar is available 
through OFF (see email below) or can be 
purchased at Altra Nursery, Mullane’s 
Pharmacy, AdventureCo, Poveli Deli and 
One 2 One Cafe. 
Only $8.00 to OFF members!  
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