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NATIVE BUSH REGENERATION a talk bvr MISS IOAH BRADIBY.
Mids Bradley is an authority on this subject and a very interesting
speaker. She will tell us the right way to remove exotic material
from natural bush, and how to restore the natives. As most of the
bushlands around this area have a liberal share of lan"tana, privet,
blackberry and other weeds this is something we surely should know.
This will be only a short talk and will be followed by the
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MEETING.

Election of Committee members and other business. We hope for full
attendance at this meeting. Please come to show your support.
Nominations for the Committee would be welcome.
SATURDAY. 26th February.
FIELD DAY AT SCMER5BY FALLS.
This will be an opportunity to see one of the sites being
considered for a new airport. It is a beautiful picinic area not
far from Gosford - about 6 miles this side of Gosford. A good day
for children. DETAILS IN NEXT OFF NEWS.
Val Boyan 533-1013
(after 4 p.m.)

EDITORIAL.
A

HAPPY

On Christmas Eve, Brian White (2GB), announced that section of the
island, the nesting ground for mutton birds, had been bulldozed for
'development1 during the nesting season, killing hundreds of young
and destroying eggs. It was privately-owned land.
We hope for further reports - or protests J!
President: Phil Kali, 33 Yarran Rd., 0AT12Y,2223
.. Ph.579-1703
Secretary: Ali Lloyd, 21 Belmore Rd.,FEAKHURST,2210 ..
53-7060
Editor:
Ida Carder, 84 Waratah 3t.,0ATL£Y,2223
..
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YEAR TO

ALL.

"... The important thing is to get in and be heard. Unless
you do that the job falls flat
(£ ir J o h n P a g a n SMK.1.12.71).
This advice seems appropriate for all who are concerned about the
environment. Let's hope the voice of Conservation comes through
loud and clear in the year ahead.
There seems to be an urgent need for some kind of media to pass
on conservation news - a means of co-ordinating societies. Very
frequently an urgent matter arises and it is not possible to let
members know. The ideal would be a weekly news-sheet fed by all
societies, but there are many problems. This is not a new idea.
It was discussed at the NCC Conference at least two years ago.
Have you any ideas.

REPORT FROM PHILLIP ISLAND.

NEW

eeooaQooaoBoo

The Annual General Meeting takes place on Wednesday. 2nd.February,
(see page 4). We need support, so please come. This will be an
opportunity to ask questions about the running of the Society and
to offer suggestions or make criticisms (constructive we hope),
these will be welcome.
It is intended that there will be motion to increase subscriptions
because of increased postage and other expenses.
DUFFY'S FOREST.
Congratulations to the "Committee to Stop Duffy's Forest Airport".
Senator Cotton has announced that plans for the airport in this area
have been abandoned. The Committee now intends to work for the
inclusion of the Forest in the Kuringai Chase National Park. It
is 100 acres of crown land surrounded on three sides by the Park,
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MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETIMS.

YOTS OF THANKS.

Ihe committee feels that members are not being sufficiently informed about
its activities. There is not enough space in OFF NEWS and there is not
enough time at meetings. The minutes of committee meetings will therefore
Ije posted up at each general meeting.

To Mr. Frank Walker, M.L.A. for his work on environmental issues.
Mr, Walker has shown a genuine interest in conservation and has
taken considerable trouble to become informed on such matters as
The Barren Grounds, Myall Lakes, Clutha Act, Oolong Caves and of
course, the Poulton Park issue. He has spoken strongly in
Parliament on all of these issues and has been unjustly criticised
by Kogarah Council for his statements about Poulton Park.
Our thanks and best wishes, Mr, Walker IJ

THE POULTON PARK ISSUE.
The fate of this Park is now in the hands of the State Pollution Control
Commission which has intervened to stop further disposal of waste in any
part of the park until an investigation is made. The SAVE POUIION PARK
COMMUTES has drawn up and submitted to the SPOO a very detailed report.
If you would like to read this report, phone Ray MIGHT- 579-4982.
THE COLONG COMMITTEE.
Our support is still needed. The Premier announced (2.11.71) that an
additional area at Marulan will be granted for mining provided the Mt.
Armour lease is relinquished. But the additional area involves destruction
of three public reserves. Oolong would bd saved at the expense of Marulan.
If you would like to support the Coanittee send $1.00 to the Oolong
Committee, 18 Argyle Street, Sydney, 2000 - or give it to our Secretary
at the next meeting. You will then receive 6 bi-monthly Bulletins.
CLUTRA.
A Clutha Christmas Party was held at the Lower Town Kali, Our Society
was well represented. At the moment all is quiet on the Clutha front,
Brian White (2GB), announced that the feasibility study showed that costs
would be too high to warrant the continuation of the scheme - but this
does not seem to have been verified. More news expected soon.
• 49«ooe*9»oo«
CONSERVATION EDUCATION.
On a recent visit to Victoria, Cec Sainty addressed an assembly of about
100 residents of Korumburra, Sth. Gippsland, on the need to conserve
natural resources.
This is good. Cec. gives a very interesting talk with excellent slides.
If you know of a group requiring a guest speaker, phone Cec. on 759-4735,

THE RED GUM FOREST.
A public meeting was held at the Entrance on 12,12.71 to protest
against the destruction clearing of the forest for mining. Wellinformed speakers pointed out the economic value of the forest
compared to the short term value of the minerals.
After seeing this magnificent forest one wanders why an affluent
country would even consider its destruction for the very small
short term income from the minerals.
THE JERVIS BAY ANTI-POLLUIION OQl#iITTEE.
This group is actively opposing a proposal by the Shoalhaven Society
to discharge the effluent from a sewerage scheme into Jervis Bay.
N o m Tonkin has become involved and we expect further reports in
next OFF NEWS.
GAIFFXTK NEVIS.
We are pleased to know that a conservation group is being formed in
Griffith. We wish them well and look forward to further news. It
would be interesting to hear what effect the spraying of grasshopper
plagues had on the bird population in the area. (In November, 20
miles north of Griffith, I saw large flocks of Rainbow birds, Masked
Wood Swallows and White-browed Wood Swallows following vast moving
masses of young grasshoppers - Ed.)
PUBLIC OPINION POLL.
A group of high school students in Bankstown collected 360 replies to
questions prepared by INSPECT - an environmental organisation for
school students. 73% of those polled thought drastic action was
necessary to avert a crisis. Only 22% knew they had a conservation
group in their area.
^
^
28.12.71.
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with MR, E. ST. JOHN. Q.C.
Meet at 10.30 a.m. at the junction of the Pacific Highway and the
road which leads through Somersb/ and Central Mangrove to
Wiseman's Ferry. After the Kawkesbury River Bridge, if you take
the expressway, take the firt turn off to Gosford at Calga and this
will bring you back to the Pacific Highway. A further 6iy miles
along the Highway will bring you to the Scmersby Falls turn on the
left. This is our meeting place. If you reach the Woy Woy turn off
you have gone too far..
This is a beautiful area with a good picnic
Ground. Mr, St„ John suggests that the children bring togs and have
fun getting under the falls which form a natural shower. Some short
walks, rock scrambling, scenery and birds.
20th FJBRJARY. at 7.45 P.M.
"CLIMBING ay;
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Field day at SG-ISRSBY FALLS (near Gosford)

MONDAY.

O

with MR. PADDY PALLIN.

Slides taken on a remarkable expedition in 1969. This is a meeting
you will not want to miss. Several of our members have already seen
these slides but they will certainly want to see them again. Come
early because we expect a full house. Friends are welcome.
We feel that we have been very fortunate in having Mr. St. John <y
Mr. Pallin for these two events and we hope for a good att endance.
Yal Boyan 533,1013 after 4 p.m.
Me were both shocked and angered to hear that vandals had caused a
serious fire on the ground floor of Paddy Pallin's store.
As this is my final effort at writing OFF NEl/G, I would like to say
chank you to all who helped in so many ways - information, criticism,
ad-vice - and especially to Mrs. Ali Lloyd who corrected cy mistakes,
cut the stencils (no easy job), and finally folded the news sheets
and posted them. Thanks to Arnold Bryden who does the duplicating.
Your 1972 editor Olive Whaite will take over from now. Mrs, Lloyd
will continue to cut the stencils, Mr. Brydsn to duplicate & Mrs,
Tonkin will fold & post. 228T W3SI&3 TO OJF 1C73,
Hon, Editor (1971)«
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February irarks the beginning of the financial year for our Society
and prompt payment of fees would be much appreciated. Postal
regulations will not allow us to send OFF NEWS to unfinancial
members after April. The new fees are &2.00 single; #3.00 two
members in one familyj 60 cents students; 20cents juniors; and
O.A. Pensioners 60 cents. We regret the increase in fees but costs
of postage and printing etc. have risen considerably.
TIE POULTON PARK STORY.
This looks like having a happy ending. According to the "LEADER"
(2.2.72), the Lands Department has withdrawn permission, given in
1936, to dredge the Bay until satisfactory methods and location of
the disposal of the silt have been worked out.
In view of the increased advance in scientific knowledge of ecology
since that date it seems surprising that decisions nude in 1936 would
still be considered valid. Certainly, if it were not for the vigilance of our Environment Protection Sub-committee, the natural areas
of the Park would now be in the past tense.
It is regrettable that it has frequently been intimated (by the Press
and other media), that the aim of the conservationists was to stop
the dredging. Actually, we have never opposed the dredging - the
mangroves would benefit by the increased tidal flow that would result
from it - but we were concerned about a natural area that is invaluable for study and recreation, as well as the ecological results
of such action.

•OFF I#IS
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BOOK ON ECOLOGY.

"We had mangroves and God only knows what", said the General Manager
of a factory near Meadowbank, "so we decided to do something to enhance
the foreshores." The mangroves and God only knows what are now a car

Those members hwo attended the Ecology lectures last year will be
interested to know that Dr. Recher is compiling a book on the notes,
and each person who attended will receive a copy in the near future.

(S.M.H. 4.2.72.)
90

«e

COAL WASTE DUMP.

Ac

It will be interesting to see what happens at Srmington Bay. Because
of concern for the mangroves expressed by the National Trust (cheers
for the N.T.), the Maritime Services Board withdrew permission to
reclaim. But the Mayor of the Parramatta Council is determined to go
ahead if possible. "Our legal officer is looking into the matter now
to see if we can bind the Maritime Services Board to its original
decision", he said.
5.2.72).
A DATE TO R:<Jk. .itBBR.
SATURDAY. 22nd. APRIL.
Put this date in your diary now.
On this date, INSPECT m i l be conducting a Symposium on the
Georges River at the Eurstville Civic Centre from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
It is sponsored by the National Trust and well known speakers will
present papers<, We are all interested in the Georges River and we
would like to support the High School group of students who form
INSPECT.
PUBLIC MEETING.
AT ANZAC HOUSE ON FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY at 8 P.M.
A short address only and then films will be shown including one on the
Parramatta River, by the Bank of N.S.W. The meeting will be sponsored
by the "SAVE THE RED GUMS" Society and the Clutha Committeeu
ihe purpose of the meeting is to arouse interest on conservation issues
on the eve of the continuation of the adjourned court hearing of the
case between the Wyong Council and the mining company. The Court will
decide whether the Tree Preservation Order applies in this case, and if
the Mining Company, after being granted the lease from the Minister,
should then make a formal Development Application to the local Council.
PRESIDENT; Phil Hall, 33 Yarran Rd., 0ATIEY,2223
SECRETARY; Ida Carder,84 Waratah St., GAILEY,2223
EDITOR;
Olive Whaite, 15 Freeman Ave,, OATLEY
(after this issue).

..

Ph.579 1703
57 5909
57 6459

Coal washeries waste is being dumped parallel to the Princes Highway,
on the eastern side, on Colliery owned property. Coalcliff Collieries
Pty. Ltd, applied to the Wollongong Council for permission to dump a
million tons of waste on the 20 acre site in the next 5 years. No
decision on this has yet been taken by the Council, but an inspection
will be made shortly (8.2.72) by the councillors.
The area has been recommended by the South Coast Conservation Society
as a National Park. It is drained by the Kellys and Stanwell Park
Creeks. KeUys Creek joins the Port Hacking River.
TIE KUJNZLL COi^lITTEE,
This Coramittee has requested representation from our Society. Meetings
are held once a month at the Gymea Labour Club. Would any member
volunteer for this duty?
Phone 57.5909.
THE E.P.C.s
Our Environment Protection Sub-Committee members led by Ray Knight,
have their programme ready for 1972. 10 meetings from February to
November have been scheduled. The intention is to concentrate on the
foreshores of the Georges River. The first meeting will be February
19th. Meet at Oatley Station at 2 p.m. An inspection of Oat ley Park
will take place. Whether or not you are on the Committee your presenc
will be most welcome.
TALK ON CONSERVATION.
The Rockdale Historical Society requested a speaker on conservation and
Cec Sainty went along. He gave a very interesting and informative talk
on the need to conserve our natural resources (including mangroves) &
illustrated with a series of excellent slides. Our thanks to the
Rockdale Society for their interest. We extend an invitation to their
members to attend any of our meetings or field days.
A NEVJ IiCMS j^QUiRSD. After this year the Swimming Club Hall will no
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WIIDFLGviERS CP WESTERN: AUSTRALIA & TEE CONSERVATION.
by DR. .I,F, BEARD.
Dr« Beard cones from Wo A. where he was formerly at the King's Park,
Perth, & is now the Director & Chief Botanist at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Sydneye He is an interesting speaker & a keen photographer„
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S/TURDAY. APRIL 8th at 10.C0a.On
FIELD DAY in the GC3F03D AREA with MR. GARTH SETXZELL
ARCHITECT - TOWN PlANNER.
Some.of us will remember a very enjoyable field day spent at
McGraths Kill with Mr. S etch ell in 1970. This time we will be shown
samples of good and bad planning in the central coastal region and
tiie problems associated with,the developmentsa We 02et at Mooney
Mooney Creek at 10 a.m, Travel along the Princes Highway towards
Gosford, just before crossing the creck there is a gravel road
leading off to the left. This is our meeting place. Mooney Mooney
Creek is clearly marked - you cannot miss it,.

CHANGE OF DIITE AND VENUE,

The Syraposium on the Georges River by INSECT will now be held at
the OATIEY SCHOOL ASSEMBLY HALL and the, date SATURDAY, APRIL 29TIL
10 a 0 m, to 6»30p,&v' Entry fee will probably be 23 cents0 Ths hall
holds hundreds so everyone who cares about the Georges River should
be present.
Our programme shows a work & look weekend at UirriKbirra on 23/20th
April, This date will be changed to 22/23rd« April. Please change
the date on your pregramme5
SNVIROJ^ENTAI, PROTECTION C C M G T T E E E

SATURDAY MARCH 10th - Inspect upper reaches at KENT ISM, Meet 11 a. in,
henry Lawson DriveP Picnic Point, About an hours drive. Bring picnic
lunch. Visit native nursery and inspect River* AIL ¥ELC0ijEo
PRESIDEN7Tpj5T"pfl7" 3 3 ~ ^ ^ ~ Q ^ T , 2 2 2 T —
3EC;<ETA;:v; i-jia Carder,. 24 Iferatah CtC,
"
i;
EDJ:f'd:
Olivs 7 ; / . ^ F r e s ^ m Ave,,

Ph. 579 1703" ~
57 5503
57 6-1T9

CLUTHA AFTERMATH.

Did vou cheer wildly at the failure of CLUTHA to proceed with their
rail-dump-leading scheme? I hope not. This has been the conceding
of a minor battle due to adventitious (for the conservationist)
economic circumstances, but the real '-war" is still to come, This
crisis has revealed that legal means exist whereby the government
elected by us to direct the management of the country to the best
advantage of the people - can grant sovreinty of our assets to
private individuals.
It is futile to suppose that we can hamstring future governments,and
fortunate that we cant. All we can do is try to ensure that future
generations can make their own choice by leaving them something to
choose. Human memory is both short & fallible & it is quite possible
that the "CLUTRA DEAL" could be quoted as a precedent for similar
action in the future, The most effective guard seems to be widesprea
publicity of proposed actions and effective machinery for objections

The mines Dept. was created to encourage & assist mining activities
so it's present attitude is understandable even if deplorable, However this only makes it's conjunction with Conservation moiemystify!
There are several things we could do, Among them;
1. Press to abolish absolute sovreinty of any department.
2. Failing 1, see that the M.W.3.D.B. has precedence over any
other proposed use of catchment areas,
3a Press for a more logical alignment of Conservation with Environs
Control & increase the scope of this department to make it the
responsibility, rather than the privilege, of the Minister to
investigate & widely public is e any proposed action that would
affect his charge.
If you feel like writing a letter in. support of any or all of these
pvupo&yls, it would help to keep conservation a factor tc be reckons
. « -T»-
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RGSEIANDS DISPLAY.
The item of #69.95 expenses for Rose}.ands Display on the Annual
Balance Sheet caused some members to ask "is it worth it"? Who
can tell? Roselands is a centre visited by people from all over
Sydney & their questions are often surprising. It we dont gain a
lew member, maybe the NPA of ACE does. Much publicity is given these
dtys to conservation & every person who is given the slightest push in
tie right direction is a possible supporter. Such results are intangible but valuable.
Th> $>69.95 included #11.03 for boards and #5.92 for paint. We now have
r&useable boards that we can (and have) lend for displays by other
interested bodies. By far the greatest expense was #48.CO for printing.
We'll not have the large supply of literature available for distribution
thit we had in previous years. We are hoping there will "be more
avalable this year. If not we mist rely more on personal contact.
Wil any one who can spare a day or half a day at the end of July this
ye<r to man the display, please contact Ida Carder 57-5909 on the
principle that many tongues spread more news.
TKS SST. (SUPERSONIC TRANSPORT)
Great Britain and France, as well as the Soviet Union, are pressing
alead with the development of their respective supersonic transports,
tie Concorde & the TLL.144. Much has been made of the probable noise
arising from these aircraft, and an article in the Jan-Feb. newsletter
of the Wildlife Preservation Society of Old.(Inc.) details other
unfavourable aspects.
A more serious hazard appears to lie in changes in the stratosphere
wiich may be catalysed by certain exhaust gases. The upper atmosphere
curtains small, but significant, concentrations of ozone, which gas is
ar efficient absorber of ultraviolet radiation. However, it war.
recently pointed out by chemistry professor H. Johnston, of the Berkeley
Canpus of the University of California, that relatively little nitrous
and nitric oxides from the exhaust will convert a large amount of ozone
into oxygen. Johnson's calculations indicate that 500 SSI?s flying at
"50,000 feet would drastically reduce the ozone concentration of the
stratosphere within a year or two, thus lessening the screen protecting
all life on earth.
Ihe U.S.A. have abandoned their SST project, one reason being that it
cannot be flown profitably by commercial airlines. When will the other
great powers fcresake their visions of national prestige & do the same0

-3-
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1972 has been declared INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION YEAR". This
is very encouraging. We have been concerned for some time with the
shrinking areas of habitat needed for water birds. We are of course,
interested in retaining these for the "natives", but they are also
essential for the thousands of migratory birds using them seasonally.
However we have no reason to think that there is any less "progress"
occurring at the other end of their journey. Although not a serious
matter compared with such a threat as unlimited whale taking, this is
a glaring example of the need for international co-operation for a
conservation programme.
We cannot expect immediate miracles, but let us hope this year sees a
start made on opening channels of procedure for rutual help & benefit
in keeping our world a place where our children will be able and
happy to live.
GARBAGE DISPOSAL.

The "Pacific Tiroes", a weekly newspaper from Warringah Shire, reports
that the lane Cove Bushland Preservation Society will be instituting
a pilot waste-recycling scheme in that municipality this month. The
householders in a block of about fifty homes will be educated into
separating the metal, glass, paper and fabric from their garbage for
separate collection. If feasible (and economical of course!;), it is
hoped to extend the sbheme to the whole nsanicipality.
We in this Society will await the results with keen interest. In
this area, we already have schemes covering the reclamation of paper,
glass and empty tins. They are the initial steps in a fully
developed recycling sfcheme which, in addition to conserving raw
materials, may lessen the pressure to use areas of scarce bushlands
adjacent to the city as areas of landfill.

TEL AUSTRALAIN MUSEUM SOCIETY.
For some months a committee under the chairmanship of Mrs. Carol
Serventy has been working to establish the above body with the idea oJ
increasing public use & understanding of the Museum, They plan to do
this with a series of monthly meetings featuring various displays &
addressed by staff or visiting experts. An "INAUGURAL PARTY AND
MELANESIAN NIGITT" at 8.00 p.m. on 22nd. March will be addressed by
Dr..Jim Specht. Anyone wishing to join can do so on the spot.
Membership is $5.00 per annum single, 07,50 double with reduced rates
for students & pensioners & includes quarterly copies of "AUSTRALIAN
NATURAL HISTORY".
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WO.tK & LOOK VJBSKSND AT WIRRIMBIRRA — near Bargo on
(Note change of date from that in prograniaet/1^
On the Sunday Mrs. Thistle Stead will show us the Study Trail
about a mile of pleasant walking, commencing at the Centre at
11 a.m. For the remainder of the time there are jobs for gll
ages. Come for one day or canp over the weekend.
Accomodation is a v a i l a b l e . „ n ___ nr-,?
/
Phone Val. B oyan 533-1013 dter 4 p.m.
MONDAY. 24th APRIL at 7.45 pem.
BIRDS IN COLOUR by ELLIS McNAMARA.
Mr. McNarnara is one of the best bird photographers in Australia,
he spends a considerable time each year in out of the way places
& has photographs of birds that are not usually seen. This should
be a very pleasant evening for all ages.
SATURDAY.

2sth APRII. ..

10 A.M.

to

5.30 P.M.

SYMPOSIUM ON THE GE03GES RIVER, at

OATLEY EAST

PUBLIC SCHOOL ASSEMBLY MALL.
Neville Street. OATLEY.
This has been arranged by INSPECT and supported by the Institute
o f Architects, National Trust, Ecology Action,and Social
Responsibility in Science.
Bring your own lunch (or patronise the TAKE-AWAY shops in the
main street), afternoon tea or coffee with bis cuits, will be
provided by the Mothers' Club for 20c.
We would like every member to try to be present on this
important occasion. There is no charge, but a collection to
defray expenses will be made.
PRESIDENT: Phil Hall, 33 Yarran Rd., 0ATL±Y,2223 ..Ph.579 1703
SECRETARY: Ida Carder, Box 52, P.O.,MBRTDAIE,2223 ..
57 5 909
EDITOR:
Olive Whaite,15 Freeiran AV.OA.TIEY,2223 ..
57 6459
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As you will see on the back page the INSPECT symposium on the George
River is getting near. This is well worth your closer attention. I
Is just about as local a problem as we can get and still ranges into
a field of more general interest.
There has been a lot of publicity lately about the plight of the
Parramatta River, This is indeed a sorry story and well deserves al
the support that can be mustered in an effort to clean up the mess,
Parramatta Council has been most unfortunate to have their attempt
to prosecute the SHELL Refining Co. for polluting Duck Creek fail
because of lack of defined standards. Similar action against other
companies at present held over may suffer the same fate if the cases
are heard before the pending Clean Water Act becomes law. It is to
be hoped such a sad waste of time and money does not discourage the
Council from future action. At least the penalties proposed under
the new Act are severe enough to reward court action and should make
it financially expedient for the offending firms to effectively
treat their effluent.
By comparison our concern with the Georges River may seem trivial.
Preliminary investigations have shown it to have the highest percent
age oxygen saturation.of any of the metropolitan rivers. However,
Is not that the very reason we should be busy now? By far the
cheapest and easiest way to treat a disaster is to prevent it. AND,
BY GEORGE! that is what we aim to do,
O »oe e a• ••• © o©oo

On the Poulton Park issue we were quick to state that we did not
oppose dredging as such. But in the light of recent information
on the collapse of river banks due to sand removal, maybe we should
have done so.
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"THE PINE PLANTING PROGRAMME IN N.S.W."
This is the title to sl ten page pamphlet issued by the Forestry
Commission last November, which every conservationist should read.
Salient points are as follows:1. In 1971, pine plantations in N.S.W. covered about 330 sq. miles;
it is planned to plant a total of 1,600 sq. miles by the end of the
Century.
2. The Commission prefers to concentrate its efforts into a limited
amber of areas, particularly as the development of pulping industries
has become its main objective, A plantation of at least 160 sq.miles
is needed to keep the minimum sized economic Kraft pulp factory
operating,
3. The main species planted is Pinus radiata (Monterey pine) which can
tolerate a fair range of environmental conditions. The Commission
prefers areas where the rainfall exceeds 35 indies per year and is
evenly distributed, or occurs mainly in the cooler period. These
conditions are met in the higher rainfall parts of the State's highlands/
4. Economic constraints require that the pine plantation be close to
its market. Topography can also place limitations, e.g. land with
substantial rock areas and slopes in excess of 20 degrees are usually
avoided.
5. Since 1950, the Commission has purchased 220 sq. miles of private
land for planting usually to curtail weed outbreaks or to consolidate
existing areas. It is claimed that possibly 3/4 of the existing area
of pine plantations established by the Commission are on land that has,
at some stage, been cleared of much of its native vegetation and thus
has subsequently either reverted to, or bee purchased by the Crown,
6. The Commission believes that "it holds or has access to sufficient
land for about three-quarters of the area necessary by the end of the
century. This means that a further 400 sq, miles will have to be
acquired by then.
7. Though it lacks the diversity of the fauna of the native forests,
a pine forest is not a "biological desert". Recent, and short term,
observations have led to the recording of more than 80 native bird
and maiaaal species in the main N.S.W. plantations. Thirty of these
appear to be widespread and conmon. When stands of native forest are
retained, the diversity is greater,
I think that, as members of a conservation society, we appreciate the
efforts of the Forestry Commission, particularly where they ensure the
provision of a supply of timber on a "sustained yield" basis qnd where
they result in the substitution of forest products for materials such
concrete, steel, aluminium and petrochemicals which are manufactured
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Our main quarrel comes when we both want the same area for different
purposes, as on the Boyd Plateau,

To many people "areas for Scientific Stufly" in National Parks seem
a bit airy-faiiy. In this scientific age most attention is focused
on atoms, rockets, radiation.
It was, therefore, very exciting to
read of the discovery of Maytansin in a Kenyan shrub by Dr.Kupchan
of Virginia University. Early work with this chemical shows it is
very effective in inhibiting leukemia in mice. As it is effective
in very low concentrations the dangers of side effects are also
lessened so it offers real hope in the anticancer war.
So far Dr.Kupchan1 s team has found almost 100 tumour-inhibiting
chemicals in plants around the world in the last 13 years, A stepping
up of such investigations among Australian plants would be an added
incentive to preserve rare areas.
1971 ANNUAL REPORT OF N.P. & W.S.
In these days of excision of strategic areas from National Parks, actua.
or proposed, this report is comforting. In the year ending June, 1971,
the 15 National and 5 State parks the service controls were increased
by % % to 2,511,433 acres. Even with aid from the National Parks &
Wildlife Foundation the Service's budget is limited and it does a
aneat job.
Howevey, the area it administers is only 1.3% of the total area of the
State. In our opinion this is quite inadequate for preserving
representative areas of the veiy diverse environment in the State.
A news item from Denmark reports the invention of a motor vehicle
exhaust device \Jiich, it is claimed, will remove over 90% of the Carbon
monoxide and unbumt hydrocarbons, over 80% of nitrous oxides and 50%
of lead compounds. The device is cheap and does not increase fuel
consumption.
While this is welcome news, it does not reduce the amount of carbon
dioxide produced from the combustion of fossil fuel. This process
could provide the greatest challenge to mankind since the "hothouse"
effect of that gas may ultimately result in significant changes in the
environment, such as higher world temperatures, partial melting of the
ice caps with rises in sea levels and even a later ice age as a
result of the increased cloudiness.
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COMING EVENTS.
MONDAY. 22MD. MAY at 7.45 P.M.
"LORD KQifE ISLAND" by HAR^Y'WKAITE.
FIOst of us have seen pictures of this island, but this tine we will be
shown pictures of places not frequented by the average tourist. Do
not miss this interesting and enjoyable evening.
SATURDAY. 27TH RAY at 2 P.M.

fr

Pries 5 cants.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE OUTING-.
This will be an inspection of sandming areas on the river. Meet
2 p.m. where Renry Lawson Drive crosses little Salt Pan Creek.
These are general outings designed to give you a practical idea
of what most needs to be done, so do try to come.
SUNDAY. 28TK MAY at 10.30 A.M.
FI3ID DAY ON THE ESCARPbGNT ^ 0 V 2 GTANW2LL PARK
\vITR NOkM ROBINSON AND BRIAN WHITEHEAD.
Travel along the Princes Highway to the golf links about a rile
beyond the turn-off to Stanwdl Tops. We meet here at 10.30a.m.
We walk in through wet sclerophyll forest towards the coast. Easy
walking suitable for children. Be prepared to carry lunch and eat
it in pleasant surroundings overlooking the escarpment.
Our leaders are both members of the Illawarra Natural History Soc.
Mr. Robinson is an authority on mammals, Mr. Whitehead specialises
in carnivorous plants.
This should be an enjoyable field day of special interest because it
is in the vicinity of the area where coal washeries waste is being
dumped - a controversial Issue at the moment.
Val Boyan - 533 1013 after 4 p.m.
PASSIDam::
EDITOR:
33CR3TA3)::
Please
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REPORT ON SoOX-JS RIVER SYMPOSIUM.
The symposium on "The George's River Basin" held in April was quite
a lively affair. The numbers attending was not as great as the
convenors had hoped and this was a pity in view of the quality of the
speakers.
Prof. Hattersley outlined the natural function of a tidal estuary &
showed how this is altered by interference. Dredging, stormwater
outlets, provision of marinas & such activities can all be done
without much damage if the effect is first carefully studied & the
erfcra money is spent to give maximum protection to the functioning
of the system.
Dr. Mulling outlined the position as far as chemical pollution is
concerned. At present it Is not disastrous but it has shown a steady
decline over the last five years. A river has a good natural system
of cleansing but can do nothing about metal pollution except disperse
it. This is a slow process so the pollution rate must be kept low
enough to let the river cope. If the present rate of deterioration
continues the estimated life of the river is ten years.
Mr. Webb, speaking on the economic geography of the river basin,
pointed out that the type of factory along the river did not directly
use the river (e.g.the water as part of the factory process or the
river for transport). There is no practical reason why factories
can't be banned from the river banks to leave free access to the
public.
Dr. Maclntyre showed the difficulty of biological control because of
the wide variations of conditions and lack of standardisation of
sampling and testing techniques.
Prof. Wootten considered these facets in seeking an answer to the
question "What can we do?" lie pointed out that we already have many
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regulations & avenues of approach that are not fully used. A special
authority for the George's River Basin would only add to these & a better
approach would be to make full use of what is already available.
After lively discussion, INSECT was asked by the meeting to call an interim
committee of members of conservation groups to draw up a charter & appoint a
working "watchdog" committee to check on complaints & see that these were
dealt with by the appropriate means. We have a wide range of authorative
sources already available in our Government Depts.- let us make use of them.
The Nature Conservation Council has advised us of two resolutions for which
they seek our support.
1, To press for the setting up of a conservation advisory service in .the
Dept. of Education, along the lines of the Nature Advisory Servicein
W,4., to educate in the important field of the environment,
2. To protest against the lack of a conservationist on the State
Pollution Control Commission & urge the Government to appoint such
.a representative without delay.
Your Committee has considered both these resolutions & given them
unqualified support. It would help, if you as individuals, would write
urging these actions to your local M.P.'s or any other influential
public figures.
In the short time I've been editing OF? NEWS I've had both compliments
and complaints. Thank you for both. This is a society paper & members
are entitled to have what they want in it. The only way I'll know what
you want is if you will tell me. So would you?
If you feel like writing an article please do. If you want something
known without writing, just let me know the details & I'll put it
together. It is up to you. An editor can't be any better than his
reporters and thats a job you can all have a go at, ' can't promise to
print everything submitted as OFF only has 4 pages,but I'll do my best.
Each issue goes to type around the 3rd, of the month. We need at
least a couple of days notice of anything you want included.
Postal regulations will not allow us to send OFF to unfinaneial
members. Some of you who can't get to all meetings don't know that this
year's Treasurer is Harry Wha ite, 15 Freeman Ave., OAT121, & so have
not been able to pay. This year subs, are $2.00 per person, $3,00
per couple, 20c, per child & 60c. for students & pensioners. This is
the last issue we can send without fees being paid, so if this applies
to you please send your money in. We also feel that with increasing
interest in conservation, a society such as ours should be growing„
Numbers count when we want our views to be considered. Have you a.
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friend who would like to join us? One of the best ways of
advertising is personal recommendation. It is also cheapest
so please use it.
Within the last few months "our" Norm Tonkin has been waging a
battle against the sale of sand from Stanwell Park Beach. A
net e in the local newspaper (27.3.72), states that the Works committee
has advised that no more sand be removed from the beach. The
Wollongong Council has appointed "Conservationist, Mr. N, Tonkin"
as ranger of Stanwell Park Beach,
The N.C.C, has obtained permission to show the "Australian Ark"series
of films to raise money. They propose to show these at the UNION
THEATRE, UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY, during Earth Week, Discount prices
have been offered to societies. The program will be "Australian
Marsupials" & Australian Landforms" in colour. Bookings must be
made and paid for by 1st. June, 1972,
We would like a Theatre Party on Tuesday 19th September, at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $1,50 for adults & 30 cents for children. We will also
book at these prices if you would like to go to the 10 a.m. or 5 pm
sessions on Saturday 23rd, September,
Three members of our Society took part in the "MECCA AT MYALL"
outing on 15th & 16th April, travelling there by one of two buses
hired for the purpose. On Saturday afternoon, the Seal Rocks area
at the northern end of the proposed Park was visited. That night, a
barbeque dinner was held at the headquarters & camping site established at Veropa Park, on the north side of Smith Lake. It is
estimated that about 500 persons attended & this was followed by an
impromtu outdoor concert. Much of Sunday waa spent in the Bombah Pt,
area, & included a two hour lunch trip up Boambayte Lake into the
main Myall Lake,
Two days, of which several hours were spent in travelling, was quite
insufficient to see this area. The brochure issued by the Myall
Lake Committee was very comprehensive, & an indication of the wholehearted devotion of a small group of conservationists. It gave a
detailed program for the motorist, unfortunately, this could not be
carried out in its entirety by those in the buses.
It is regrettable that the gathering eas not better publicised, the
writer only heard of it from a fellow conservationiste at work,
Most of the participants came from the Warringah Shire Area, and
there appeared to be no representatives from Newcastle, which by
reason of its proximity, should be vitally interested in the Myall
Lakes proposals. It is hoped that this defect will be eliminated
before the next "MECCA",
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EVENTS.

E.P.C. MEETING - Saturday, June 17 at 1.30p.m. sharp. Meet at
Henry Lawsen Drive, Picnic Point, for CA3RAMATTA CREEK.
SATURDAY. JUNE

Published by
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24th,

3IRD BANDING AT NORTH ^YDE with BILL LANE, at 8.30 A.M.
Price 5 cents.

Travel along Lane Cove Road to Epping Rd., where you turn right.
About f mile along Epping Rd. & turn left into Delhi Rd. Take the
second turn to the left into Plassey Rd. Follow Plassey Rd about \
mile & you come to a road blockage - here we park the cars at 8.30 am.
The Northern Suburbs Cemetery is on the left & the Lane Cove National
park on the rigjit. If you wish to come earlier (or a little later),
walk along Plassey Rd, past a fence & around the comer of the cemetery
towards Wicks Rd. You vill easily see nr. Lane in the bush to the right
about 200 yards from where you parked the car.
This should be an excellent day because the bird population is rapidly
building up in the area due to the baksias. It is the best season for
birds for 7 to 8 years.
Mr. Lane is a 7.1.P. of the bird banding world and we are extremely
fortunate to have him show us what is being done. I suggest that
juniors book seats in cars now .
MONDAY« JUNE 26th at 7.45 jo.m.
:

-JL-E UNDER T32 SEA" by D.\@_ .jOUi McINTYriE

Dr„ MacINTYRE, <JNI7E.cEITY OF N.S.W. is a Marine Biologist and this
is a meeting that all members (including juniors) should attend.
DONT FORGET - T..E MEETING WILL BE IN THE METHODIST HALL,
Ci'U\. MUJUA ROAiJ

GUDlGrii\ oAY ^VOAD, OAVIJEY.

Further information - Val Bryan
533-1013 after 4 p.m.
"i,:lLwLO" from the v/KE,-.IEiiG.
Margaret and Lric send their regards & new address in case any
members are visiting Grafton. 65 i-ilton Street, Grafton. Our
congratulations to the Wheelers on new arrival i-atthew born 13,3.72.
(^ric was a former President of our Society;.
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FOR YO Jjv Ct NSlDLRATION.
This issue we have abandoned the Editorial for Front Page Hews, as a
situation has arisen which concerns all of us.
You may have heard that early in the year we were told that the Swimming
Club hall which has been "home" to us for so long, would not be availabl
after the end of the year. Mrs. Carder has been making enquiries about
a suitable alternative with no sense of urgency. However, at our last
meeting we were told that a new lease had been given to the kindergarten
and the future rent to us would be ^5.00 plus |>2,00 "cleaning" fee.
This is too great a rise from the ^2.00 we had been paying for the
finances to manage, so finding alternative accomodation became urgent.
v/e have approached the Trust of the "Jest Oatley Methodist Church for
permission to use their hail. This is a matter that will be considered
by the Trust at their next meeting, meanwhile an interim committee has
agreed to let us use the hall for our next meeting on June 26th.
This will give us the opportunity to discuss future meetings with the
whole Society. Nothing has been finalised and the Committee would be
glad to have any suggestions you can put forward. These will be more
useful with details of cost, availability, etc., so give it some thought
Meantime PIE&GE HOTS. Next meeting at OATLEY W2ST i-iETKCuIST CHUCii LALL
corner Mulga Rd. and Gungah Bay Road. Tell any friends who may have
been too busy to open OFF NEWS this week.
Phil Hall
33 Yarran Rd., OATLEY, 2223
SECRETARY Ida Carder,
P.O Box 52, HORTDAIS, 2223
EDITOR
Olive Whaite, 15 Freeman Ave,OATLEY', 2223
PJAESIDENT

Ph.579-1703
57-5209
57-6459
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Your Library,has acquired a copy of the Australian Academy of Science's
"Atmospheric/^ffects of Supersonic Aircraft".
It discusser the possible concentration of certain atmospheric
contaminants., such as carbon dioxide, water vapour, particles and
photochemical processes, particularly those associated with the
production and destruction - of ozone.
T he opinion of the working group is that, on present knowledge,
supersonic aircraft are unlikely to produce any major modifications,
however the group recommends that any future growth in the amount of
stratospheric flying should be preceded and accompanied by a program of
monitoring, preferably as. part of a world-wide plan. It also considers
that critical matters for examination are the dynamics of the general
circulation of the atmosphere at high levels, and the chemistry of the
stratosphere. As a sideline, the group also recommends that, for comparison, special efforts should be made to observe the stratosphere when,
and if, another major volcanic eruption occurs.
This booklet is available for your more detailed reading.
A group of active conservationists, including Norm Tonkin, have become
very discouraged by the lack of adequate Press coverage of conservation
problems and projects. To overcome this lack they have been working for
some time to produce a newspaper covering the whole range of efforts
being made by various committees throughout the state in this field.
The first issue s.-ould be out before ycu receive this and it is planned
to distribute it free. If you haven't seen one ask around. Future issues
will sell at 10c. Enquire for these at your local newsagent as we need
sales outlets and newsagents will only stock them if there is a demand.

In Alabama, UJA., scientists have been v/orking on a new method of water
treatment, using magnesium carbonate as a coagulant instead of potash
alum which has been used for the last 70 years. The new method, which
seems very simple, will increase water-treatment plant capacity because
processing is faster, will improve quality by more effective removal of
iron and magnesium and will soften the water vhidi alum tends to harden.
It also reduces the volume of sludge. This should be a boon to growing
communities.
Have you heard the new series of "ILSRITAGE" on Radio 2PC at 7.30 p.m,
Thursdays ??
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The Jervis Bay Anti-Pollution Committee has for some time been fighting
to persuade the Shoalhaven Shire Council to amend a scheme to discharge
sewage into the Bay, claiming this would create a "giant cesspool". They
have succeeded in getting an undertaking from Federal members to financi—
ially support the installation of a pipeline to carry the effluent
outside the Bay limits.
With this encouragement, the Council has decided on a complete investigat
aimed at preserving Jervis Bay as "one of the few remaining unspoiled
harbours of the East Coast of Australia". Congratulations Committee!
WAIuuiMBUNGIZ NATIONAL PARK.
ihe February, 1964, issue of the National Parks Journal was devoted
almost exclusively to this park — it's rocks, natural communities of
plants^ birds & animals, & it's tracks & trails. It aroused considerable
interest and resulted in increased visitation to this remarkable area.
Many years ago, when the park only covered 8000 acres gazetted as a
public reserve, the writer stood on the high tops of Mt.Exmouth & Bluff
Mountain and thought how desirable this unique mountain area would be
for public recreation. Some of this dream has been realised.
The March issue of "Napawi" presents a map showing that between 1967 and
January 1972, the park has expanded to nearly 5 times it's original area,
j-his expansion is heartening, but if one examines the map, he is struck
with the fact that the most recent addition of over 12,000 acres is
isolated from the main park by two miles and more. This missing area
contains much of considerable interest.
No blame can be attached to the Service for this omission. It is the old
saa story of inadequate funds. The missing area has twice been offered
to the Service but the money was not available. It is at present being
used to run pigs so if the Service ever can afford the price it should
be redeemable.
Nevertheless, the area as it stands is full of interest. Best time to
visit it is in the Spring, See that you obtain a copy of "warrumbungle
Rational Park" either here in Sydney beforehand, or at the Canyon Camp
headquarters. It will prove a memorable visit.
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nUiDAY. TUtg "24Th sk,7.45 Ph..
t£ ME3E0DIST CHURCH HALL - CNK.
GJUGAII BAY ndOAD AND MUZJ3A ROAD.
"olhLHZGIlTG LF 3X.lDHANjJIKg" with DILL IAM3.

i-ir. lane's field day last month Vas a vexy enjoyable experience,
in spite of inclement weather. The children all participated in the
activities and had a wonderful tiiafe, The adults present are considering
another such outing as soon as Kr. Lane is available. So we can assure
you that you will all enjoy this
meeting. Bring friends and, of
course, the children. Glides will be shown.
• •

O •

«• •• • «o

a JJ.^L 3021"i a& 10*30
.FIlhD DAY AT KU.UGLh with the

xlJlilJhh C0il,TrT,3.

Travel along Captain Cook Drive, pass the refinery, and UhSi'IW HALL
is on the riglst. :/e leet here at 10.30 a.m. The h u m ell Connrdttee
will be our hosts on this day and they aro planning to ualce ifc a very
interesting event. We are hoping "that ucubers of the Sutherland
Conservation Society will also be present. We will be told about the
dredging in th2 TJry, the proposed ligit industrial region, waste disposal
etc. and we will visit po&its of interest.
Lunch will be at Boat Harbour - a short walk from the cars, which will
be left at the end of Joseph Banks "Drive •» near the Continental Carbon
Black factory*
A good day for children with an opportunity to play on the sand dines and
on the beach. Cany lunch - no facilities for fires.
• v sr ? * i % • 4 • » * i A • l» « *
Further in.creation Val Boyan 633-1013
after 4 p»Li<>
T:LI i»?,c, nesting for July 15thttillnot be held, but uccfc at 2 p.ui.
Cnr® Sofala B Belno^u iid« Lttveivood to tf.flit Salt P n Creek on
-i-^ti* ^ *UgUC v .
3> c * *• « s < <f i e * 3 «r * * • © e
Glder xa«ibcri. will he pleased to ?no"; that i-.rs. Jtiiih :'jllford. j s
recovering after her long illness*
cends nor regards. Cur best
wishes to you iirs. Laliford,

Prica 5 cants.

U N S A S A A A \ & GOING?

Not many years ago to be a '(conservationist" was to be regarded, at
best, as an impractical sentimentalist. However the explosion of the
reverse side of the coin - pollution - onto public awareness has
modified this view and many more people are at least prepared to
listen. This makes it much more important that we be very sure of
the validity of what we say.
Conservation is a much more complicated matter than cleaning up cans
or protecting kangaroos. We have a very rapidly growing world
population on a finite earth and, already, we cannot maintain most t£
them in reasonable comfort, Ways of using what we have to the best
advantage for the benefit of today's people without leaving the kitty
o.. »ty for the future must be found, and this vastly complicated task
can only be tacklcd :n a world-wide basis.
Technology has made vast strides in the last 25 years. We have even
become blare"abcut the men on the moon and accept escalating
p.
ting progress
as all to the good. But is it?
Is it rioccssnty? As an affluent society we are under constant pressure
to 'update':, to replace still useable goods and refresh our surroundings
Ti-ij decreases our ultimate resources & increases our disposal problem.
Is :.t v/ctfcii it? The Concorde has come and gone end left a vast silence,
lie:.i-i.: "fora" acr "againsts" triumphantly saying "I told you so".
ipait from any <">ivironmental consideration, the benefit from it's use
is negligible conpaired to the cost in resources.
L-it us try and apply these two questions to all future "Progress",
hr.t let U" keep on cleaning up cans and protecting kangaroos tool
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The i'iyra Wall memorial garden in Oatley Park was opened, with due
ceremony, in 1663, and since then has had numerous set-backs, mainly
vandalism and plant thieves. One problem was the "bull-jo" ants, it
being a precarious task tending the garden and watching out for bulljos at the same time. They had taken up residence in the Grevillea
bitemata and resisted all efforts at eviction until Harry Newboult
came along with his potent brew and got rid of them in one go, being
stung a few times for his trouble. (Or for their1s? - Ed.)
The garden at present is somewhat out of balance due mainly to
vandalism; but the vacant spaces are now filled with new plants, and
in about 12 months time it is hoped the garden will be worthy of this
society. We have about 50 different species of native plants, most
of which are well established and bloom in the spring, the Leschenaultia
and Grevillea rosmarinifolia being particularly beautiful. Although
the green Kangaroo Paw plants are well established, they haven't yet
produced a bloom, and this is something we are looking forward to.
The plants in bloom at present are coastal Rosemary, Crowea saligna
and Cassia adorata.
The watering roster which had been in operation for some years has been
suspended temporarily until the small plants become well established,
after which we will ask for assistance, particularly in the dry
summer months.
By Bill Ilaigh.
In our last issue, we reported the proposal to produce a newspaper
covering all state conservation efforts. The publication has been
delayed by legal requirements. A company has to be formed and registered
under the Newspapers Act. This will be done in the name of the
"Environmental Defence Council", AS soon as this is done the first
issue will be distributed free, as planned.
In order to obtain capital, the Company plans to call for 3,000
subscribers at $5..00 per head, Tbis will ensure fortnightly
publication for at least the first year. If the response is as good
as hoped, this subscription ray covor a much longer period,

FianiDHSNT: Phil Hall,
33 Yarran M i , OATLJY, 2223
[DC-IET^LY: Ida Carder. Bc.% C2, P.O^ i.v v^i,^2223
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The June issue of NAPAWI lists 13 new declared areas and 7 additions
to existing parks. Some of special interest to our members are:
MYALL Xiu.iS NATIONAL PARK. Over 15?GOO hectares, of which two
thirds is lake area and on third land. This is far short of the Myall
Lakes Cowviittee1 s recommendation for 38,000 hectares.
LONG ISLAND AND SPECTACLE IS. NATURE RESERVES. These total only
110 hectares but contain valuable aboriginal re3ics.
SEAL ROCKS NATURE RESERVE. This rocky outcrop is one of the two
rookeries of the Australian fur seal on the N.S.17. coast.
THIRIMDRE LAKES STATE PARK. Though only 600 hectares, this park
has been long popular for picnicing, bushwalking and water-ski-ingi,
CSADMNS COTTAGE HISTORIC SITE. This building will be restored as
an information centre and museum, at a cost of $50,000.
BOUDDI STi'TE Fb.M. A further 170 hectares has been added, comprising
mainly th? Box (or Hawk) Head area on the Northern side of Broken
Bay.
~ BOYD NATIONAL PARK. A further 17,000 hectares has been
added to the North and North East edges, bring the total to
56,000 he :tares.

KANANGRA

Lineral pollution of Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra may be
increased as the result of the proposed Googong Dam on the Queanfceyan .livr. The pollution arises in the EolongLo itself from the
slime dumps at Captains Flat, and is diluted by the Queanbeyan
before reaching the lake. The proposed dam will reduce the water
available for dilution,
jiven withvat the Googong Darn Scheme, a solution to the mineral .
pollution problem of the Molonglo jSiver is urgently needed.
i'ineral Deposits Ltd. has appealed against the S.P.A.'s decision to
refuse mining of the high dunes near Myall Lake and local landowner
pressure to prevent further enlarement of the park is increasing.
The Commit tee is appealing for funds and will regard the smallest
conation a:; generous.: Please send to:
The Hon. Secretary,
L O T 7 op. T' %
•!'
Uni"trrivy c:
.. 3006
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CGKING avoirs.
SUNDAY. AUGUST 20th at 10.30a.m.
Visit KELLY FALLS with NORM TONKIN.
Meet at the turn-off from Princes Highway to Stanwell Tops at
10.30a.m.
In the morning we visit the Falls area and see the look-outs.
A beautiful area - scenic views, wildflowers and birds. Easy
walking. Lunch at the cars. In the afternoon we sree the
proposed development'area around Otford and hear about the
problems associated with it. We strongly recommend this as a
family outing. .
MONDAY. AUGUST 28th at 7.45p.m.
METHODIST CHU3CK H A L L cnr. MUIGA RD. & GUNG^I BAY ROAD.

"POPULATION.-STUDIES OF MARSUPIAL MICE"
bv DR. HARRY
RECiER.
We are fortunate in having Dr. Recher visit us. He leads an
extremely busy life.and for this reason decided against any more
visits to societies, ubt he is making an exception in our case.
This is a good opportunity to learn from an expert something
about these small marsupials. Slides will be shown, We hope
the juniors vail ba well represented.
Dr. Recher is Curator, Department of Environmental Studies at
the Australia# Museum.

Published
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The last few years have seen battles between conservationists and
"developers" growing so rapidly in numbers and intensity that no one
can remain unaware of them. However there are relatively few people
involved. The vast majority of the population is not really interested
because basically they are not very well informed. The best way to
increase support for the cause of conservation is to overcome this
indifference by more education on the environment.
To this end the N.C.C, of N.S.'i'J. is proposing to establish an
Environmental Studies Association, This should not conflict nor
overlap with any other voluntary or amateur organisation in N.S.V/.
It will aim to expand studies of the environment and the education
of children, youth and adults in environment matters.
A Public Meeting will be held at Kacquarie University at 7p.m. on Frida
8th September, to be followed by a Seminar at 9 a.m. the next day.

# ** * $*(i • ooo• c o

THE

1/cre ^i.^^i^S^ted that tliis had to be postponed. However,
the Kurnell Committee has-invited us to another day to be
arranged. It will be announced in next pFF NEWS.
/;.SC J-i^R ±

S*

For tlicse interested, the publishers announce that the next
edition will be, available in October^ under a new name
"FLORr. ui?- T£E SYDNEY, DISTRICT". Cost vp.il. be 0.4.95.

A Public Meeting in December 1970 elected a committee which has drafted
a constitution. This will be considered on the Saturday afternoon and
it is hoped that an Environmental Studies Association will be formally
constituted by the end of the day.
A display of educational resource materials related to environmental
problems will be available from 5.00p.m. Friday to 6.30pcp. Saturday.
Please consider seriously what support you can give to this veiy
ambitious and important project. Enquiries and enrolment forms
from kiss 3. Locke, 08.9209.
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The state of Vermont, U.b.A., is taking practical steps to reduce its
garbage disposal problem at its source by eliminating non-returnable
containers- From next July these will be taxed at 0.4certts each. Producers can avoid the tax by collecting 5cent deposits and redeeming all
containers» The state expects to raise about &L million by July 1973
when all containers must be returnable with a Scent deposit. The tax will
go toriunicipalitiesto establish sanitary landfi11s. The only exceptions
are biodegradable containers and those used for malt beverages, soft
drinks, wines or spirits. As Federal law prohibits the reuse of wine and
spirit containers these will continue to carry a tax of 0.4cents each.

liany members of our Society have walked - or have young relatives who
have walked - in what is probably Australia's most magnificent scenic
area - the South-West of Tasmania. Early this year, with the lelp of
the Eobart Walking Club, a local doctor and the Police Search and
Rescue Organisation, the Tasmanian Department of Health Services
produced an eight page folder entitled "Safety in the Bush". It is
printed on tough, waterproof paper, measuring 11 by 14 cos., and
easily fits into a pocket. It is a "Bust" for the inexperienced
walker in the southernmost state or, for that matter, in the Australia
Alps on the mainland. It is also informative for the more experienced
person. For example, what would you do if lost in the wilderness, and
wished to signal to a searching plane overhead.

Things are also stirring on a non-economic front in Tasmania. The Lake
redder Action Committee in Kobart haverbeen advised by a leading Ilobart
barrister that the flooding of Lake Pedder is illegal and have petitioned
the Attorney General to take out a Supreme Court Urit against the II.E.C.
to prevent further action on the Gordon itiver scheme. This is the cause
of the rift reported in the Tasrnanian Parliament on Monday, July 31st.

The brochure is obtainable free from all branches of the Tasmanian
Government Tourist Bureau.

If the Government will not apply for the writ, a private action can be
taken to sue the H.Ji.C.. Commissioner - Sir Alan Ivnight - for performing
an "illegal act". liope for Lake Pedder dies hard and may yet be realised.

The Northern District Times reports that native bird life is returning
to the Parramatta River near Hyde Bridge. Birds such as Egrets, herons
and ibis have been sighted in recent months, and little pockets of sand
are building up around the foreshores. It would seem that an aroused
public conscience can produce results.

Mr. Carder has already sent for a number of ordered tickets for the
NCC Annual Dinner when Judith Wright will be Guest Speaker. If you
were not at the meeting and would like to join the party send for your
tickets as soon as possible as the numbers are limited. Held at
KCl'Iahons Point on Sat. 21st Oct., at 6pm. tickets at &3.50 c m be
obtained from iiiss J. iiendel, 12 Fox Valley xW.,Wafcroonga, 2076.

Norm Tonkin reports that Ccal Cliff Collieries Pty. Ltd. have
constructed roads into their area between the esparpment and hadden's
Plains and have fenced it ready to start dumping. The company claims
that it will dispose of 200,000 tons of washezy waste each year, but
Horn's informed calculations shew it will be much greater thru this.

.uist i-iay the Victorian Health Commission adopted a resolution for the
removal of DDT, methoxychicr, and lindane from its schedule of
peruissable household insecticides. The Commission considered it is
undesirable Co use these persistent insecticides a nee other means for
effective pest control are available*.

Cur Roselands EAIiTII WEi&C DI3P1AY takes place from IGth September to
24th September. The theme will be tho "GIXUG^S aiVSR". We need
volunteers to man the display. If you can help please contact Mrs.
CiSBSL on 57-5909.

In the U.S.A., DDT is
Protection Agency has
minor crops - .onions,
-^aipurposes.

?:US023Ji!T:
Z&Cm-ti&i
EiilTuis

being virtually phased out. The Environmental
banned the--use of that pesticide except for three
peppers, sweet potatoes - and public health or
NOTE; Production of DuT for export is not banned.

Phil I.all,
33 2arran M . , UVilSX ..2223 fii.579-1703
ICa Cc.rdor.
Box 53,. .0. MG32D&Z2
2223
57-5909
Olive l.Tiaite, IS Frekan A v . , G & & 3
2223
57-6459
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Monday. September 25th.
T

at 7.45 p.m.

"ilAl\ GAROO ISLAND"

by ARNGZD B:<YDEN.

At the beginning of this year, ARNOLD & PEELLI3 BKXD5II spent a
week or so on Kangaroo Island. They were interested in the
geological structure, birds, other animals and the flora of the
Island. Excellent slides of these features will be shown.

OCT
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7th & 8th.
CASING MMEA-END AT THE "YAEIEY OF Tig, WATERS".
with CEC. &' RITa SAINTY.

Cec. will tell us about this weekend at the Monday night meeting
(25th Sept.), but in case you are not present - travel along the
Great Western Highway to WENT.[UAM FA.ULJ. Turn left at Jails
Aoad and continue along this road for about % mile. Turn right
at a shelter shed to Fletcher Street. This leads to "The hut" a Natural History Museum where we Meet.
Camp for the weekend or come for the day.
Further information 'phone
Cec, Sainty after 4 p.m.

BIEC-10H

INJU^-ATIOH.

At the last Annual Conference of the N.C.C., it was decided to try ar
get a comprehensive statement of policy on Conservation from all the
political parties sufficiently early to inform the voting public well
before the elections. The Executive has approached each party and tlhave all expressed concern for the environment. The A.L.?S, D.L.F.,
and the AU&TiUJJA PndTY all sent a booklet or roneoed sheet containii
their policy. The Country and Liberal Parties each outlined the met!
of approach they favoured and proposed, and left definite statement <
policy to be announced at the start of the election campaign. AL1
parties offered copies of the policy approach to anyone caring to
write for them. As this personal approach is the method the parties
use to gauge the extent of the elector's real concern with the issue
we strongly urge each and every one of you to write on your own bena.
and get as many friends as you can to do the same. The addresses ar
rxm J.jm x'

ri'-r;H"'

iTi- ~ j • n c " TVTf * .yt 7

jJjj."UxJ~/ x

--i.jIo
e n
kv

.

...A
-TjUvJ

Glvo

x

Box L4G8, G.r.L.
, 2C00
Secretary,
Roger Gurr, N«
2037
1 Arundel Street, GCZ
irrxcic federal Director
i A £•3 SCO
Box 41- Gx
T
'
'
Mane,
General
Secretary
Senator J»jyoney,
l/estrinster Ilouso,
G:»i"'* t./. Bex I3_, vj- ;io(jri'ci i-x. G. 26G0.
1*

xTliX --c'3—L, 33 Yarran Rd., U/BW-2Y, 2223
ida Carder. Box 52, P.O. IIORTDi-iLi, 2223
•"Lti/Y 3 <23
Olive '.Jhaite,15 Jreesssn Ave.,

, 579 17C
57 59C
57 54!
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There is growing concern in the district at the rate at which trees
are being destroyed. Naturally some oust go as people move in but as
the trees are frequently part of the original attraction of thd area,
we rightly want to retain that attraction. The Council has a tree
preservation ordinance under which permission must be obtained before
a tree can be removed, and the responsible officer does try to offer
alternative suggestions for siting of buildings and improvements to
try and save trees. This is a help for ordinary trees, but here and
there in the municipality there are trees of great age or rarity which
are quite irreplacable.
As a special measure to save such trees, the coraaittee has been asked
to mark them on a map of the municipality so that council officers are
aware of their special importance and can offer them special protection.
•Je have decided to try this job but can only do so with a great deal of
help, The Council will supply us with a map and a blessing but the work
is ours, tie will need both expert advice and willing leg workers. It
is a big undertaking and cannot be done in a gurry and we cannot get it
started too soon. We need people to keep their eyes open for any trees
-,'Iiich may fit into this category as well as people who are prepared to
take part in a systematic search, ^kis is something that can be done in
•our own time and at your own pace. The more of you who will help the
"..lighter the task will become. Ring Ida Carder either to offer help or
ecord any "possibles".
J

.y the tine you get this issue "EARTH WEEK" nij.1 be well under way. If
au hep pen to be at iloselands, stop by to have a look at our display
sA have a chat with the helpers who vail be glad of a fariliar face in
he crowd. Me dont really mind if you nake special effort to visit us,
ur special project for "EARTH WEEK'1 will be a clean-up in Oatley Park
•-jiicr to last yearns Working Dee. This year we are asking the local
••ret- ar.d Guides to help us so we should really be able to nake good
.-ogre us. Volunteers willing to help are asked to report from 10 a.m.
•; c-i.-.—ay, 2ith Sept., at the oval just inside the rain gates at the
ad c- ..zlt-j Park Road and you will be directed to jobs. Cone for the
y
..a h-.'.ir - which ever you can spare. lion workers are invited to
,ne and nos what is being done and show the extent of public interest
the parka The no re people who care about it the more the Council
J.1 rare.
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LIGKTING OF FL-ISS.
Summer is approaching with the usual bushfire menace and the office of
the Royal National Park has supplied this information for the guidance
of the public on fire regulations,

Bushfire Danger Period extends from 1st. October to 31st. March each yea:
During this time it xs an ofxence to light a fire for ..cooking unless it
is in a properly constructed fireplace with the ground cleared for a
radius of 5 feet and with no log, stump or tree within 15 feet.

household refuse may be burned only in proper ly constructed incinerators
or^in a cleared space of 15ft. radius. If in a cleared space the fire ma;
only be lit after 7 p.m. and must be extinguished by 7 a.m.
Total Fxre Bans. Any class of fire in the open is prohibited in these
periods. This includes stoves. A senior fire officer interpreted the
Regulation as "A stove in a tent or vehicle would be classed as open air"

We record with regret the passing of two of our members since last issue
of Otis* icL 'G. hr. Colby died late in J&ly and nr. hcKenzie early in Augusvve will miss their help and support and extend our sincere sympathy to
their friends and relatives.

Fish in the River Thames!J
No wonder it makes news as the Greater londca
Council recently reported that this river now supports 55 species where
there were no fish only 14 years ago. This cleaner river has been made
possible by the rebuilding of London's major sewerage works, The Council
scientific staff have warned that this success story could be reversed
by pollution from excessive use of pesticides in upstream rural areas.
Those ox you who, from some Sydney headland, have witnessed the long trai
of dirty brown effluent extending hundreds of yards to sea, and much
greater distances north and south, will doubtless agree that our major
sewerage works should also be rebuilt.
In Wellington, New Zealand, a y60,0CG pilot sewage disposal plant has
been running with such success that a full scale plant, costing ten times
as much, is being contemplated, The present plant uses electrolysis to
convert tne sewage to gas, and has a capacity cf a ccarter million
gallons a day. The secret is in the right current density.
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COMING EVENTS.
MONDAY. OCTOBER 23rd. at 7.45P.M.

OATLEY FLORA & FAUNA
CONSERVATION SOCIETY

REGENERATION OF NATIVE DU5HLAND by MISS .[OAN BRADLEY.

Miss Bradley is an excellent speaker and an authority on the clearing exotics and the restoration of native bush. There is plenty of
scope for this around Oatley & something we all should know.
Our programme for 23rd. October shows a film by Mr. N. Chaffer, This
has been changed to early next year. Hiss Bradley has kindly consented
to come to this meeting instead.

Price 5 cants.
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SUNDAY. 29th OCTOBER at 9.30A.M.
BLIP

"WIRRIMBIRRA RESERVE".

FIELD DAY with M R . B R N HOSKIN. RAOJ.

We meet at the township of Wilberforce at 9.30a.m. Gross over the
river at Windsor and continue along this road about 7 miles.
Mr. Hoskin is an excellent leader and this should be a very
reowarding day. Bring lunch and field glasses,
SATURDAY. 18th NOVEMBER at 11 A.M.
SEA SAV.L FIELD DAY AT LONG REEF WITH M I S S MURIEL WATKINS.

Miss Watkins is Chief Biologist at Sydney Teachers1 College. She will
show us something of the extraordinary life between the tides. Meet
at Griffith Park, Pittwater Road at 11 a.m. Turn off Pittwater Road into
Anzac Avenue which runs along the north side of the Park. Turn right into
an avenue leading past the Club House to the shore. We leave our cars
here, (see Map 80 - Gregory). Be prepared for wet shoes. Shells are
dangerous for bare feet.
PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
EDITOR

PHil Hall
33 Yarran Rd., OATLEY .. 2223
Ida Carder Box 52 P.O. MGRTDALE .. 222 3
Olive Whaite 15 Freeman Ave., OATIEY 2223

Ph.579 1703
57 5909
57 6459

Oatley Flora li Fauna have long been interested in Wirrimbirra Nature
Reserve at Bargo. We are now to have this brought home to us with a
difference,
A group of people interested in preserving native bush has formed a •
Wirrimibirra Reserve Corxiittee. This reserve h as nother to do with Be
It refers to a reserve they hope to establish in the area between Blanc
Asquith and Louisa Streets in East Oatley. Currently they are involved
with the removal of rubbish and exotics from the area which they then
plan to replant with indigenous flora.
The Committee has written to us asking for our moral, financial and/oi
active participation in the scheme. An invitation has been extended tc
them to attend our next meeting to hear what Miss Bradley has to say
about correct methods of regenerating native plants. Any of our membei
who would like to become personally involved in this venture can meet
their members and get first hand information of "how and when".
We applaud this scheme and look forward to meeting them on this occasic
>\

By now many of you vd.ll have received a copy of "EGG-NEWS". If not yoi
can apply to any of the Committee for this first free issue. The papei
needs about 3000 subscribers at ^5.00 per year to keep going out of th<
red. Norm Tonkin has plenty of application forms if you want one for
yourself or any interested friends.
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MOTION TO N.C.C. (BNFSftSNCB - Submitted by our Society,
Since no effective action appears to have resulted frcn N.C.C.
submissions in 1970 concerning decentralisation, and because there
is currently more public concern of the problems, we reaffirm this motion:
"This conference views with concern the uneven growth and distiibtuion
of population and industiy in NSi/T which are causing catastrophic demands
to be made upon the environment in the small strip of coast containing
Newcastle, Sydney and Wollongong. We believe that the deterioration of our
environment which is occuring at a quickening pace must be halted and the
process reversed, otherwise the quality of life of our citizens oust
necessarily suffer.
"We thus call upon the Government to take vigorous action to make its
stated policy of decentralisation a reality. Decentralisation must be
established well inland and not on the coast,"
Our Earth Week Display at Roselands was held in an "Old World" atmosphere
that could hardly have had more bustle and go-go-go. Still the idea was
right and the stall aroused quite a bit of interest. In fact dbnations in
our tine gave a profit of $4.51.
From the point of view of the Society,
though, it was rather disappointing. We were very short of voluntary
helpers and the members of the Roselands Coooittee, who have been involved
in an incredible amount of work with a very difficult job of organisation,
found they had to double up their own days of attendance.
nlso disappointing was the roll-up for the "CLSiiN UP" of Oatley Pad:. As
a matter of fact the park did not suffer from this as a bus lead of Hurstville
schoolchildren had already removed 90 bags of rubbish from the Park on the
previous day. Ka}f a dozen adult and child helpers were left to finish off
the few remaining corners and the rest of the group moved off to a small park
&t Lugamo. Two snail boys with no connection with OFF turned up to help as
the effort had been advertised at Oatley West School. The very snail group of
helpers we mustered would not have given them any impression of a vital and
Enthusiastic Society such as we would like to be, IIow about an increase of
member participation even if we cannot actually increase the membership?
F O R IJ'ID

SUPPORT ANY ACTIVITIES CRGMJISED FOR "FIRE HtEVEflfflUI WEEK"
CCTOD ER 22ND. -

28531 , 1972.
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The ACF "Newsletter" for last June had an article on Exponential
Growth and the Example of Mineral Resources" by Prof. F.J. Fenner.
(This could be borrowed from the file if you are interested).
There was a time when the word "exponential" was rarely heard outside
scientific and mathematical circles. A chain reaction in a nuclear
bomb is essentially an exponential reaction - until the device Hows apai
The population explosion is an exponential increase - until it becomes
impossible to maintain any longer. Prof. Fenner's article points out ths
most estimates of mineral reserves are based on the assumption that use
of these minerals is static, whereas it is really exponential. This
drastically shortens the calculated life of these deposits. At tbe least
there is no doubt that the currently important minerals will be extremelj
costly in the fairly near future. Already the price of mercury has
increased 500% in the last 20 years, of lead 300% in 30 years. Even witl
the inflation of those years the rise is high and intime will include th<
longer lived minerals such as iron, chrogiiun and steel.

There are a number of interesting "conservation" efforts being made byCouncils around Sydney which are worth watching.
Sutherland Council has removed about 100 feet of the old sea wall at
Cronulla. Waves kill rebound from a sea wall wit# undiminished energy
taking sand with them. If the wave is allowed to spend its energy on a
slope it cannot carry the sand back into the sea as it recedes. If this
move is successful similar work will be <bne at North Cronulla,
Also interesting is the artificial reef to be contructed in Port Hacking
It will t ake about five tyres per square yard and is expected to provide
a haven for small marine life. Similar, but smaller reefs have been
contructed - for example, in Lake Macquarie, St. Vincent's Gulf, 3.A.
and the U.S.A. These seem to have been a success.
Not local, but also interesting is the paper salvage story from the U.S.
There are four paper companiesoperating entirely on scrap paper.
Collectively they use 1400 tons per dpy, seven days per week, collected
from the country's concrete jungles. Since every ton of recycled paper
saves an estimated 17 trees, this works out at over 8 million trees
per year.
up ^
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COMING EVENTS.
SATURDAY, l8th November, at 11.00 a.m.
Rock Platform Field Day at Long Reef with Miss Muriel Watkins,
Biologist, of Sydney Teachers College. Meet at Griffith Park.
Turn off Pittwater Road into Anzac Avenue, which runs along the
North side of Griffith Park. Turn right from the avenue into a
drive leading past the clubhouse to the shore
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SATURDAY, 25th November, at 8.30 a.m.
The '''Challengers against Pollution'", which is a group of young
people supported by "INSPECT11, is planning a clean-up, starting from
Rockdale Town Hall and carrying through to Brighton Beach. In the
afternoon they will be cleaning up in the beach area, and, at night,
lectures will be given and films shown at the Brighton Life Saving
Club.
Helpers are required, and they would be glad of placards showing
support for the objectives of the operations.
SUNDAY, 26th November, at 9«30 a.m.
Bird Field Day with Mr. Ern Hoskin, RAOU. This outing was postponed from Sunday, 29th October. We will meet at Wilberforce, which
is about seven miles north of Windsor along the Putty Road. When
entering Windsor, do not turn left towards Richmond, but continue
straight up hill and down to the bridge over the river. Bring
lunch and field glasses.
Our sympathy goes to the relatives and friends of Mr. G.L.
Blackshaw of Penshurst - another of our members who died earlier
this year.

Phil Hall, 33 larran Koad, Oatley,2223
Ph.379.i7O3
^ r d e r , P.O.Box 52, Mortdale , 2223
Ph.57*5909
T5 Freeman Avenue Oatley, 2223Ph.57«6^59

As we come to the end of another year it's not s bad ides to
look back and take stock. O . F J . has been an active body in the
fight for conservation for many years before most people had
the matter a thought. In the last few years a great increase Ir
public awareness of the need to care for what we have, has resulted in the formation of a large number and variety of organisations concerned with this aim. Even here in Oatley the independent growth of the ''Wirrimbirra Reserve Committee'' - some of
whose members we met last meeting - is enormously encouraging.
Like us, they are ordinary people with an urge to preserve rathe
than destroy. I feel there must be many more such who just neec
to know where to come to add enormously to the influence that
numbers have on politics.

One of the features of this last year has been the growth of
various oganisations seeking to weld all these smaller groups
into a more powerful voice. This is essential to more effective
action and one of the main reasons we have to try and increase
our own membership, which has fallen off in the last year. This
hasn't been all our own fault. We have lost several Junior members to the Wild Life Club. This is quite a good thing as thei]
activities are more encouraging to the youngsters than our
outings which are geared to more "mature" members and it is more
important to maintain the enthusiasm of this age groups than jui
to keep up our numbers. We have also been unfortunate to lose
several of our valued older members by death.
To help recoup our losses may we ask you again to try and bring
at least one interested friend to our final meeting for the yea;
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This is on Monday, 27th November, and takes the form of a "Members
night'' and ' break-up perty!:, The program this year looks good.
Arnold Bryden will show us some of his interesting collection of
slides of aboriginal artifacts. Cec Sainty plans to encourage our
tree-mapping project with a review of -'Trees I Have Known1'. Cherles
Geeson's slides are always good and Harry Whaite has a slice of
history with views of Port Arthur. Supper, of course, will depend on
the contents of your plates so that, too, should be good.
The other main avenue of increasing membership is that old bugbear
'^publicity'''. In Wyn Tonkin we are lucky to have a publicity officer
who can, and does, devote a considerable time to the job but it's an
uphill battle all the way. These days there are so many people
needing the same publicity for their own pet projects that it has
become almost impossible to get a press mention without paying for
it. Last month Bill Haigh's daughter, Mrs. Stusrt, was good enough
to print us a very nice series of posters for display in small shops
with sympathetic proprietors. We were most grateful for her help.
It was a bit disconcerting to hear that the 'Wirrimbirrr Reserve
Committee'', most of whose members have lived in Oatley for many years
didn't even know our society existed. Posters like Mrs. Stuart's
might correct that situation.
On the whole, we've had a good year, but let's make next year better.
As usual we will be meeting on the 4th Monday of each month with two
exceptions. The first meeting for the year will be the Annual
General Meeting on Monday, 5"th February. This is the prime time to
air your views and suggest any improvements or changes you'd like to
see, so give this a bit of thought before the meeting and come prepared with subjects for discussion. The other exception is the April
meeting. As the fourth Monday is Easter Monday we will meet that
month on the fifth Monday - 30th. Before the year starts the
secretary would like to have as many of you who can and will show us
some slides get in touch with her and let her know details. This
is to enable her to arrange next years' program. Any ideas or
requests will also be appreciated.
SEE YOU ALL ON MONDAY, 2?TH , METHODIST' CHURCH HALL, MULGA ROAD.
And to All - A MERRY XMAS AND A NEW YEAR WORTH CELEBRATING I J!
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OATLEY PARK NATIVE GARDEN
It is recommended that members visiting the Park take a few minutes to look at this garden, which is on the left side of the entrance road just past the oval. A number of plants is in flower.
These include the West Australian Sollya, Kangaroo Paws (Anigozanthos), teatree (Leptospermum), guinea flower (Hibbertia), and
everlasting daisies (Helichrysum). Congratulations to Bill Haigh
on this splendid result from his efforts.
oooooo

Two items of major importance to conservationists have appeared i]
the Sydney daily press in recent weeks. Firstly, the Metropolitai
Mining Warden has refused a mining lease over 87 acres of crown
l?nd et Bungonia Gorge, holding that the public interest will bobest served in preserving the area's scenic aspects and recreational uses. Ee had given :regard to the everlasting impairment o;
the environment compared with the short-term benefits of mining.'
The second item was the decision of the State Government not to
develop Port Stevens as a. deep-sea port. This followed completio:
of a $250,000 feasibility study by the Department of Public Works
which pointed more strongly to two alternative proposals nearer
Newcastle. Though residents and conservationists may claim a vie
tory for their campaign to retain Port Stevens as a tourist and
holiday area, we must admit the relative economy of the other
areas was an important factor.
This decision creates a tourist buffer zone between the highly
industrialised and residential Newcastle area to the south and
the Myall Lakes National Park to the north, and will help to ensure that the latter will be maintained in as attractive a condition as the beach sands mining will permit.
Looking for a very special Christmas Present? Either of the firs
two volumes of Stan and Kay Breedens' series ''A Natural History
of Australia'' are beautiful, comprehensive and penetrating, At
about 116.00 each they are not within everyones' range but are
good value if you can afford them.

