THEBURRAGORANG 0

A HIDDEN REFUGE IN THE
WARRAGAMBA CATCHMENA
AREA
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The Burragorang is a name used by the
Gundungurra people for the valley areas of

0.0l the | ower Nattai and 1o
(Metres ASL) much of the Wollondilly River Valley (Barrett

1995).
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1796 0 George Bass, surgeon and explorer, may have been one of

the first Europeans to view Burragorang in his attempts to find a way
west of the Blue Mountains. Leaving from Mount Hunter near
Camdenedbeing often stopped by pre
to be | et down by ropes into the

1802 o Barrallier established adepot Natait hen f ol | owed
Creek to the Nattai River and then downstream to its junction with
George Bass 1771 -1803 River (Barrett 1995). He travelled as far west as
River.t h e
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1824 d Surveyor Robert Hoddle was sent on an exploratory

journey into the Burragorang but did not take the gully

route but rather éd6came upon th
which is the valley called by the natives Burragorang 0

di stant 25 mil es f rNamdllaK)(Barketh a mé 0
1995).

Hoddl es route down the ridge be
Track. He descrlbed the route as steep and dangerous. His
was nearly killed
Early map showing Hoddles Track . O n h | S r et
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1 8 2 @ &wopean settlers began to occupy the valleys of
the Lower Cox and Lower Wollondilly Rivers to establish
farms on the fertile river flats. Names such as Pearce,

Mc Mahon, OG@GaRoa i Ghiddy , Seymour, Dunn and
Maxwell, are reflected in many of the names on landforms
in the Burragorang (Barrett 1995).

Access into the valley by road remained difficult for
settlers until 1907 when the
constructed . Prior to that roads were only negotiable by
bullocks and drays which had to be let down piece by

Barrett 1995).




The Aboriginal people of the  Burragorang are part of
the Gundungurra nation who occupied the
watersheds of the Cox and Wollondilly Rivers,

extending east to Picton and Mittagong and west to

the Kowmung and Abercrombie catchments (Barrett
1995, DECC 2007).

Little is recorded of the way of life of the Burragorang
Aboriginal people but the abundant freshwater,

fertile river flats and grassy woodlands and valleys
would have provided rich foraging grounds for

hunting kangaroo and emu.

Barrallier in 1802 noted their use of boomerangs
1e said were not used by the Sydney



As competition for land between Europeans and Aboriginal people
increased and the drought of 1812  -1816 struck, the Gundungurra
joined with the Dharawal on their traditional hunting grounds at

Appin. Farmers crops were plundered and Macquarie sent troops to
frighten the natives but this resulted in war between the troops and
Aboriginal people. One of the Burragorang chiefs was Goondel who
Barrallier had met in 1802 (Barrett 1995).

Battles occurred at the Cowpastures, Appin, Narellan, Bringelly,
Minto, Mulgoa and Wallacia. It culminated in a battle at Cataract
Gorge in 1816 where many Aboriginal people were killed or taken
prisoner (Barrett 1995).

The Aboriginal population of the  Burragorang declined and by the

83400s It was thought fifty or si xt)
: he valley (Billy Russel!/l
Ng approached Patrick
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The construction of Warragamba Dam began in 1948 after the
severe drought of 1934 -1942 and was completed in 1960
O S e~ (DECC 2007).
" The dam created the impoundment of Lake Burragorang
which flooded a large part of the Burragorang area, over
10,000 hectares from the Wollondilly River to the junction of the
Co x 0 s Kewmdng Rivers and part of the lower Nattai River

(DECC 2007).

iImpoundment flooded whole settlements, farming lands,
S he dam wall prevented the
stream of the




Today the Warragamba Catchment Area is

managed for water quality and conservation with

the majority of its catchment area falling within the

Blue Mountains, Kanangra -Boyd and Nattai National

Parks and the Burragorang and Yerranderie State
onservation Areas. The area known as  Burragorang

NeSe reserves.
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Woodlands are vegetation communities
dominated by trees where trees are widely
spaced and tree canopli
touch.

Trees are commonly eucalypts but may
include She -oaks, native pine or wattle.

Box woodlands are dominated by Box
eucalypt and red gum species such as

B0 Icalyptus moluccana , White
melliodora ,
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WHERE ARE GRASSY WOODLANDSPAST ?

Vagetation Formations of NSYW and the ACT. reconstrscted
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WHERE ARE GRASSY WOODLANDSNOW ?
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OUTSTANDING BIODIVERSIT&*GRASSY WOODLANDS

a
Richmaona

Map 19
Priority Fauna
Habitats

Jenofan Caves L

|| Study Area
| SCA Special Areas

NPWS Reserves

Priority Fauna Habitats

I Grassy Box Woodlands
B Upiand Swamps
. Coasial Wetlands
B Allwid Forests
and Woodlands
Other Extant Vegetation
Main rivers
Waterbodies

Roads
/. / Major Road
Minor Road

Tita o S0 s 1.0 wpem M nd g d by
At Smal o Saranevien & Krewmnind
UE Bast of Lavar

WhLA mtan e e—— e \ — Scale 1000000 ’
e ratore e oy N2 Klomalies | o cion AGDE. AUG Zne B




BURRAGORANG GRASSY WOODLAND
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Burragorang with Wanganderry Tableland and Bonnum Pic

Burragorang grassy woodlands are one of
the most intact examples of a temperate
grassy box woodland ecosystem surviving

In south -eastern Australia.

The majority of the grassy woodlands of the
western slopes and have been very heavily
cleared for agriculture and as little as 5%
canopy cover remains in some areas.

1e original woodland flora and
heen lost
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30 woodland vegetation communities have

been listed under the NSW Biodiversity
Conservation Act (2016). One of the most
widespread is the White Box -Yellow Box -

Bl akl eyds Red Gum Endang
Community (EEC).

Many woodland fauna species are now rare,
threatened and declining and some such as
the Tasmanian Bettong, White -footed Rabbit
Rat and Eastern Quoll are extinct in NSW.

s of woodland birds are threatened

> Eastern ‘Quo
Rarks<Tasmania
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http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjdk5_9ncLMAhWDjpQKHZt-COgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/ThreatenedSpeciesApp/profile.aspx?id%3D10211&psig=AFQjCNHxoHFXPVmbYNAnW2J_7--4OyzTug&ust=1462513619396669

Clearing and fragmentation of woodlands for agriculture,
mining, infrastructure, hobby farming & firewood
collection, especially in richer valley floors, has been
identified as a Key Threatening Process (KTP) under the
Biodiversity Conservation Act (2016,).

Clearing of isolated paddock trees, especially old growth
trees, including dead trees, which are needed for
feeding, roosting and nesting by native birds and

A
Capertee yafl’éy)lbeking
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Increased abundance of the Noisy Miner due
to habitat clearing and fragmentation leading
to competition and exclusion of other nectar

feeding and insect feeding native birds which

can lead to tree dieback. Identified as a KTP
iodi ity Conservation Act (2016).

Feral*Catf " §9:° * i v,
Key Threatening Process -

‘Photo: M. Schulz '/ .
Capertee valley looking east to Wollemi NP
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The grassy woodlands of Burragorang retain a
moderate to good canopy cover of 17 -28%.

The Devonian Red Gum -lronbark Woodland of the
lower Wollondilly Valley is considered part of the
White Box Yell ow Box Bl akel

The grassy woodland understoreys support a
predominantly native grass and forb cover even in
cleared areas and natural regeneration of trees is
occurring.

pport a high diversity of



Swift Parrot
Endangered
Photo: J. Irvine

Little Lorikeet
Vulnerable

Psyllidswith lerp
coverings

The Critically Endangered Regent Honeyeater is regularly
recorded in the Burragorang and recently has been found
breeding in the woodlands (R. Crates pers. comm.). Thisis

one of only three breeding sites recorded in recent years
throughout the species range in south  -eastern Australia, the
others being the Capertee Valley and lower Hunter Valley.

The Regent Honeyeater is one of the most endangered
birds in Australia with fewer than 400 individuals surviving in
the wild. It is listed as Critically Endangered under both NSW
and Federal legislation.

Y
Critically Endangered

he endangered Swift Parrot (Pop. <2000) is also a visitor to
Is a winter migrant to the mainland from

Painted Honeyeater
Vulnerable

Yellow Box Woodland . -
Part of Endangered Ecological Needle -leaf Mistletoe
Community

Yellow Box



