
 

 

 

BEQUEST FROM PAST MEMBERS GRAHAM & MARGARET 
WALTERS 
In the Jan/Feb edition of OFF News we reported the deaths of Margaret and 
Graham Walters who had been strong supporting members of OFF since 
1968. Graham was actively involved in both bird and Australian plant 
organisations and arranged speakers for monthly meetings. He was always 
interested in scientific research and was strongly supportive of the OFF 
Student Research Grants. In recent years as his health failed Graham had 
had difficulty attending meetings but remained passionate about conservation 
causes; in particular he was concerned about climate change and the lack of 
genuine action by the Federal Government. The Walters family has just 
donated a significant sum to OFF from Graham and Margaret’s estate and 
we are deeply grateful. The funds will enable our generous student grants to 
continue for many years to come. OFF is very fortunate to attract members 
like Graham and Margaret who have demonstrated their commitment to 

looking after our environment for coming generations. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF PLASTICS AND MICROPLASTICS 
On 28 March, Dr Scott Wilson spoke about microplastics, their sources and 
increasing prevalence in the environment.  Scott previously worked as a 
Senior Research Fellow at Macquarie University’s Department of Earth & 
Environmental Sciences. Scott’s other role was Research Director of the 
Australian Microplastic Assessment Project (AUSMAP). This nationwide 
citizen science project identified microplastic hotspots and source reduction 
solutions. His 20+ years of research experience in ecotoxicology, ecological 
assessments, and water quality monitoring resulted in his recent appointment 
as Chief Scientist at the EarthWatch Institute Australia. 
 

Don’t forget that the recording of this talk is available here 
 

Adrian Polhill presented the recent Poulton Park sampling results report to 
the last general meeting. OFF will proceed to get the findings verified and 
some feedback on next steps from Dr Scott Wilson 
 

UPDATE ON GLENLEE 
A rally was held 10.00 am at Heinrich Reserve, Lugarno. And what a great 
rally it was! So inspiring with supportive speeches from Penny Sharpe MLC, 
State Shadow Minister for the Environment, Zhi Soon - Labor for candidate 
Banks, Natalie Hanna - Greens candidate for Banks, and Kevin Greene and 
Peter Mahoney GRC Peakhurst Ward Councillors. Unfortunately David 
Coleman (Federal Banks), Mark Coure (State Oatley, and GRC Peakhurst 
Ward Councillor Lou Konjarski could not be there. The more than 100 
attendees also heard about what Glenlee could be, with visions for the future 
from Peter Gossel (Marine Workshop/ Men’s Shed), Sonia Baxant (kayak 
hire) and Bianca Warner (Aboriginal Reference Group advisory to Georges 
River Council). Did you know for example that there is no cultural centre for 
Aboriginal youth in the Georges River area? Did you know as well that there 
is nowhere to hire kayaks on the Georges River?  
What a great community hub Glenlee could be!  
However, following a question asked at the April council meeting it appears 
that, at this stage, there are no promises to fund the purchase of Glenlee, 
from Council, state or federal sources. Advocacy for Glenlee continues with 
a range of stakeholders, to firm up and communicate the vision for its future 

 

  
. 

LAUNCH OF GEORGES RIVER BLUES 
OFF was a co-host of an event held on Sunday 24 April at Hazelhurst Gallery 
in Gymea, for the launch of Georges River Blues, historian Heather Goodall’s 
new book on Swamps, Mangroves and Resident Action 1945 – 1980. It was 
a very interesting and successful event with over 60 people attending. We 
were addressed by Graham Avery (Natural Areas Aboriginal Heritage Officer, 
Sutherland SC), Chris Gambian NCC, Dr Bob Haworth, geographer and early 
resident near LKB, Rob Dixon GRK, Heather Goodall, and it was all held 
together brilliantly by former OFF president Julian Sheen as MC (who 
interspersed his own stories of those past ‘blues’ throughout the proceedings. 
The ensuing discussion after Heather’s presentation was very lively, 
contributing to the celebration of the environmental activism that the book 
documents. It is well worth reading. Given that quite a number of Oatley locals 
and OFF members contributed to and are mentioned in the book it is of 

interest to all of us.  

OATLEY LIONS COMMUNITY MARKET DAY 
OFF’s stall sold 60 native plants, sourced from Menai Wildflower Group. 

OFF members informed people about FOGO, forecast to come to our LGA 

sometime in the future. They also distributed a flyer, listing a number of issues 

voters should consider when they vote in the upcoming federal election, such 

as declaring a climate emergency, stopping all coal, oil, natural gas projects 

and implementing a comprehensive National Waste Strategy The response 

from people we spoke to was quite supportive and encouraging. Out of date 

Australian Geographic calendars with beautiful artwork were also handed out 

to those interested. 

OFF was generally promoted, including our broad range of activities and 

campaigns undertaken, connections were made with local groups, eg, Scout 

group, and people were encouraged to join OFF (with several prospects!) 

Following the event a thank you email was received from Richard Sheahan 

from Oatley Lions, noting that “Our plan is to host another Market Day later 

in the year and I’ll let you all know when we have a date confirmed. You can 

expect a few exciting changes to the format!” 

 

GRC BUSHCARE EVENTS 
This year, in addition to their normal bushcare activites, GRC are running 

monthly bushcare sessions at reserves not regularly visited by bushcare 

groups. On 29th April, Georges River Council held an event at Baldface Point 

Reserve. There are probably many 

people in OFF who have never 

heard of this reserve or have not 

been there. It is on the foreshore of 

the Georges River and was once a 

quarry where the sandstone was 

removed from the cliff and 

probably shipped away in barges. 

Currently, some of the site has a 

good crop of weeds but there are 

excellent plants growing there as 

well. Well worth a visit but just be 

aware that there is a steep descent 

from the car park to the foreshore.  

 
The next event in this series is at 

Oatley Point Reserve, on the Friday 20th May 2022, 9.00am - 11.00am OFF 

members are welcome to join this endeavour to rid our precious bushland of 

invasive weeds such as 'mother of Millions’ and asparagus fern. All 

equipment provided. Bring your own cup and water bottle. GRC would like 

people to register beforehand and you can book here. 
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https://www.davidcoleman.com.au/
https://www.davidcoleman.com.au/
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/members/Pages/Member-details.aspx?pk=83
https://connect.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/ch/71651/3p4xm/2218210/GosSR0KL6Ddy_Vrkwg7gOrLDTL2t1OXBh.fdpYNy-1.html
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………… 
OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is normally on the second Saturday 
each month starting 12.00 pm, except January. Now that COVID lockdowns 
have stopped we are continuing with these sessions, with the next one on 
14 June. Please check with Bushcare officer on 0435963643 before coming. 
 
LOCAL BUSHCARE Members can assist by volunteering to maintain OFF 

planting sites each month on the Thursday after general meetings (except 

December) from 8.00 am to 11 am. This month we will be back on 26 May 

at Boorea Reserve supervised by a GRC Bushcare officer. 

https://www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/Volunteering 

 

CREATING CANOPIES IN GREATER SYDNEY  
On Thursday, 5th May, OFF joined Greater Sydney Landcare Network in 
planting 340 plants at Claydon Reserve as part of the Creating Canopies 
Project. Happy planters from the St George Men’s Shed and Fix-it Sisters 
supported OFF members. A special thank you to Matt Allison for the many 
hours of preparation on the sites which the planting so much easier. More 
planting sites should be approved by the Council very soon 
 
STREAMWATCH Details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879. This activity usually 
takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after OFF General Meetings. 
This month we will be at Myles Dunphy Reserve on 24 May. 

Don’t forget to check the OFF Facebook page!  

PHOTO EXHIBITION - “TOO PRECIOUS TO LOSE“ 
The official opening is on Sunday 22 May (2.30pm) and the exhibition 
runs till 19 June in the Dragons Lair Gallery at the Hurstville Museum 
and Gallery, 14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville. Chris Gambian, Nature 
Conservation Council (NCC) CEO will launch this exciting event. 
Come along and support your OFF event and view outstanding 
photos taken by our local wildlife enthusiasts. 
 

CITIZENS’ CLIMATE LOBBY meetings are held at 2:30 pm on the second 
Sunday of every month at Club Oatley (RSL) and are also on-line 
at zoom.us/j/2023151151. For details text George on 0467004892. 
 
OFF SECRETARY POSITION 

This has been filled by Erica Buzo, a member for more than 15 years. 

Although only recently returned to live in the district, she and her husband, 

Adrian, have been active participants in many walks and Smiggins’ weeks.  

 

CONTINUING TREE REMOVAL 

OFF received a reply to OFF’s concern about continuing street tree removal 

at a number of sites, and the lack of notification to nearby residents. “Council 

aims to notify neighbours of removals but with significantly high volume of 

tree pruning and removal requests, is not viable (would require another 

position at $65,000 p.a.)”!! 

Coming OFF Events in May/June 2022 

OFF Full Year Events Calendar: http://www.oatleyflorafauna.org.au/index.php/progam/ 
We have now returned to face-to-face meetings, starting at 7.30pm, in the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick St Oatley. Meetings will also be available on-line, 
using the video conference application Zoom. If you are on the OFF News email list, you will receive an invitation prior to meetings or use this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3742141020?pwd=i_daK5memiUVeVb7bERgr5WgKybj2w 
Note that some OFF presentations and earlier movies can now be found on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd_PLK8og40D0ekuYAys3lQ 
  

23 May - Those ‘M’s matter: Mangroves, Mud, Midges, Mud Crabs, Money and Mankind. Dr Swapan Paul. Dr Swapan Paul 
This is another topic of huge interest to OFF members given our proximity to, and interactions with the Georges River and its  mangrove-flanked shorelines. 
Mangroves grow in muds, midges are integral parts of these habitats, they are best homes for mud crabs, make meaningful contributions to the economy by 
acting as carbon sinks, and most importantly, have real connection with humans. But mangroves are under tremendous pressure, risk of damage and potential 
loss. Mangrove rehabilitation is important but often their rehabilitation attempts are largely unsuccessful. Swapan Paul will discuss successful examples of 
mangrove rehabilitation in Sydney Olympic Park. 
 
Dr Swapan Paul is the Manager Wetlands at Sydney Olympic Park Authority. He has worked in the Park since 1998. He worked as an Estuary Management 
Officer for Kogarah Council during 1997-98 and is a practicing ecologist with nearly 40 years’ experience in wetland construction, rehabilitation, restoration and 
management. He is the architect of the Wetland Education and Training (WET) Program run by the Authority, which recently has a new name – the Sydney 
Wetland Institute, 
. 

29 May Sunday – Heathcote - Kangaroo Creek - Heathcote. Adrian Buzo. 
A medium grade 5 km walk from Heathcote to Kangaroo Creek and back. With a leisurely 10.00 a.m. start, we should return before 1.00 p.m. for an optional 
pub lunch. Parts of the track have been degraded by the wet summer, so nimble footwork will sometimes be required, and strong footwear is recommended. 
Bring walking poles if you have them, as they’re helpful for balance.  
From our starting point at the end of Bottle Forest Rd. Heathcote, we follow a fire trail through woodlands featuring eucalypts, angophoras and Gymea lilies for 
half an hour and then a gently descending track for another half hour to the creek. As the soil grows poorer, banksia, melaleuca and grass trees become 
prominent. The creek with its open rock surrounds is a perfect spot for elevenses, with time for further exploring upstream before starting back at about 11.30, 
arriving back at the trail head around 12.30. 
Public transport option: make sure you arrive at Heathcote station by 9.30, come out on the eastern side, turn right, and jus t past the rural fire brigade building 
you’ll see a sign to Audley. A ten- minute walk will lead you to our start point. 
 
27 June-- Advance Notice: Effect of Mammal Reintroductions on Arid Food Webs 
Chloe Robinson, UNSW Postgraduate student and OFF Grant recipient. 
 
    
Meetings of the Society are at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick St Oatley from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, usually on the fourth Monday of the month.  
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and field days. As noted above, the meeting is also accessible on-line using ZOOM. 
Please login before 7.30pm: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3742141020?pwd=i_daK5memiUVeVb7bERgr5WgKybj2w . 
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