Community Fight to Save Former Oatley Bowling Club site in
Myles Dunphy Reserve
Part A. Early History of Myles Dunphy Site Becomes and Reserve &
Club Formed
After WW 1 The area known today as Myles Dunphy Reserve was originally to be
sub-divided, but it was difficult to continue Yarran Road to Mulga Road due to
swampy conditions. Myles Dunphy (the famous conservationist and Oatley resident)
approached Hurstville Municipal Council (HMC) with a view to turning the land into a
reserve.
1940s Hurstville Municipal Council wanted to resume the blocks of land, but these
were owned by servicemen at the second world war. Mr J S Sloman, who owned No
5 River Road, objected to this resumption on the grounds that the owners were
absent and fighting for their country.
1945 The properties were eventually resumed anyway, but on condition that the land
was to be zoned as “parkland”. It was gazetted as a “Reserve” (probably before the
end of the war).
1959 The Oatley Bowling and Recreation Club held its first meeting in December
1959 (at 15 minutes after 10 as shown on the clock in front of the clubhouse).
1960 The Club formally incorporated with 200 Ordinary Members and 100
Associated Lady members, with members from both sides of Oatley.
1962 First clubhouse was built in 1962, as shown on the plaque commemorating its
opening near the entrance. Finance had been arranged through the
Commonwealth Trading Bank and members also invested their own money to
pay for the construction of the greens and clubhouse.
1972 The second club house was built as the club prospered.

1982 A plaque was erected in the garden bed in appreciation of the volunteers from
the club who had carried out various projects over the years.
“By their good works
Shall ye know them.“

1985 August - A plaque at the Club entrance commemorated the 25th
anniversary of the club.

See Power Point Presentation of History by Graham Lalchere .

Part B. Neglect by Hurstville City Council of the former Oatley
Bowling Club site in Myles Dunphy Reserve
2003 - 2005 The Bowling club ceased trading in 2003. The Oatley Sports Club
leased the building and operated until May 2005.
2005 – 2007 Community groups approached HCC to use building and grounds for
soccer, bands, meeting rooms, Yoga, Storage.
2006 – 2009 Oatley Flora and Fauna Society Inc. corresponded with HCC a number
of times expressing concerns about the site in Myles Dunphy Reserve, asking for
public consultation and release of the feasibility study, with little concrete response.
2006 Oatley Lions Club use the building for 6 to 9 months to store their
equipment. Their presence meant that the facility had some security.
30 August 2006 HCC conducted a in house work shop on the “Future Direction of
the Oatley Bowling Club Site “ at which Council agreed to undertake detailed studies
to determine the future of the site. Studies were to include reports from a consultant
urban planner, architect, geotechnical engineer, traffic engineer, hydraulic engineer,
bushfire expert, contamination specialist, surveyor, acoustic engineer, aborist and
ecologist. Community groups were not consulted.
27 September 2006 HCC resolved to undertake a $70,000 feasibility study to
determine the suitability of developing the former Oatley Bowling Club site for aged
care faclilities. It is noted in the minutes that future sales revenue would be
approximately $3 million (HCC General meeting minutes 27/09/2006).
20 March 2007 A public rally was held organised by Oatley Residents Against Over
Development (ORAO) to voice community concerns against the development and
possible sale of the former Oatley Bowling Club site.

28 March 2007 A petition was presented to Hurstville City Council on 28/03/2007
with 435 signatures requesting that the site remain zoned open space and available
for community use.

The Petition read .…
We the undersigned:
i) Ask Council to recognise and maintain this site as publicly owned land to continue
to be used for public recreational purposes as per the objectives of Zone No. 6(a) Open Space Zone.
ii) Strongly object to the sale and any rezoning of any portion of Myles Dunphy
Reserve, named in honour of a former Oatley resident who is regarded as the Father
of Conservation in NEW.
iii) Urgently call on Council to consult with the community to determine the future
community use of the former Oatley Bowling Club site, which is public land.
2007 April Oatley Flora and Fauna Society writes to HCC drawing Council’s
attention to the fact that the site and surrounding buildings are being subject to
increasing vandalism. The Council responded by bricking and boarding doors and
windows to the clubhouse.
2008 September A public community meeting organised by Friends of Oatley Inc.
on 1/09/2008 at Oatley RSL is attended by more than 150 residents and candidates
for council elections. Community members expressed a need for a mixed community
use of the site. The meeting also requested the release of feasibility and any other
reports relating to the future use of the site. Resolutions from the meeting were
communicated to Council.
2008 October/November Community members worked to weed, mow and clean up
the bowling greens. Community members enjoyed twilight games of Bocce and
cricket on weekends. The grounds were also used for futsal soccer practice during
the week. Several requests by Friends of Oatley for access to clean up and maintain
the building were denied. Fencing was put up around greens by HCC.
2008 December Expiry of HCC exemption from State Environmental Planning
Policy (SEPP) - Housing for Seniors or People with a Disability. Upon expiry of the
exemption, seniors living housing or housing for people with a disability will be
permitted on land zoned for "urban purposes" including sensitive foreshore areas
and bush fire prone land in the City of Hurstville.
2009 May Community groups are consulted by HCC on 4 potential usage options.
Alternative proposals by community groups such as: Sustainable Living Centre, City
Country Connect Education centre, sporting facility have not been incorporated into
options presented.
HCC proposed 4 options for future use of the OBC site:
1. Demolish and revegetate.
2. Restore the building (and use for community purposes).
3. Lease for private function centre (indicative 20 years lease).
4. Long term lease for aged care facility (indicative 50 years lease).

8 June 2009 - An Information Day and BBQ organised by Friends of Oatley was
attended by over 250 people.
24 June 2009 - A petition in support of the option of restoring the building for
community use was signed by 267 community members was presented to Hurstville
Council. The Petition signed was as follows:
i) object to the sale or lease of the site for exclusive private use;
ii) object to any potential rezoning of any portion of Myles Dunphy Reserve;
iii) ask Council to maintain this site as publicly owned land continuing its use for
community purposes;
iv) therefore support Option 2 as above; and
v) ask that Council urgently address continuing degradation of the building and
surrounds to prevent ‘demolition by neglect’.

Part C. Slow progress by Hurstville City Council on decisions about
the former Oatley Bowling Club site in Myles Dunphy Reserve is
not enough to save the bowling club building
2009 September HCC community meeting at Marana Hall on 19/09/2009 was
attended by about 150 people. A survey was conducted on the participants on the
day. An online survey was also conducted.
2009 October A Freedom of Information application to view consultants’ reports
from 2006/7 feasibility studies is denied.
2009 November A reply under Freedom of Information review said “documents are
internal working documents and exempt”. Some information might be made available
at an exorbitant cost.
2009 December A letter from eight community groups sent to HCC stating that
urgent repairs were needed and requesting interim community use. The increased
vandalism seen during the last few years could have been avoided if Council had
made the building available to community groups. Council denies any community
access to the site and locked access to carpark. Council did not undertake any
maintenance work to the clubhouse, thereby condemning its future of any community
use.
2010 August Application made to Lower Georges River Sustainability Initiative by
Friends of Oatley for funding for Oatley Community Centre. The submission was
unsuccessful with HCC unwilling to participate in project.
2010 September At HCC meeting on 22/09/2010 Council submitted a rezoning and
reclassification submission for the former Oatley Bowling Club site for the purpose of
making the site available for development as seniors housing. The report included
excerpts from the 2009 Survey and 2007 consultant’s reports.
Meeting also resolved that:
The development of the site is to include a community meeting facility and
community garden for general public use.
Also funds from the lease be directed towards the upgrading of Jubilee Park,
Mortdale including the construction of a Community Centre.
FURTHER THAT prior to submitting an application to rezone report on grades
and pathway widths, to the Access Committee, and to prepare a specific plan
of management for the Myles Dunphy Reserve.
2011 August On 15/08/2011 HCC hosted a preliminary meeting of interested
community groups to discuss draft Plan of Management for Myles Dunphy Reserve.

02 November 2011 HCC resolved to demolish the Oatley Bowling Club building. A
viable asset became derelict by neglect. Friends of Oatley Inc. (FOO) and residents
objected to the proposed demolition of the Oatley Bowling Club. Various community
groups had requested use of the building and grounds but Council ignored those
requests. Use of the building and site would have provided some measure of
security by having more people coming and going and generally keeping a watch
over the area. Also, some level of maintenance of the site would have been
undertaken halting further deterioration.
A building built by community funds, neglected by Hurstville City Council, was
demolished at the ratepayer’s expense on 22 November 2011.

Anne Wagstaff was a
Peakhurst ward Greens
councillor on Hurstville
Council from 2008 to 2012.
She worked to keep the site
in public hands.

Part D. Council pursues developing the site as “Aged Care Vertical
Village” 2014 to 2018
2014 Closed sessions of Council. Two reports, which were previously considered
in closed session, were published by GRC Administrator on 1 Aug 2016.
•

26 March 2014 Outcomes of the Bushfire Assessment Report prepared by
Travers Bushfire and Ecology were presented at a Councillor workshop. The
site report outlined site constraints limiting the area that could be developed.
Council had originally intended to rezone the area low density residential with
minimum lot size of 550m2 and building height of 9m.
A report prepared in May 2014 by TPG with 5 design options was presented
to council : Council moved to pursue option 4 - A mixed outcome including
multi-unit (town houses/villas) around seniors living in a vertical village format.
COW055-14 –Property Matter –River Road, Oatley(2 July, 2014)

•

10 November 19 2014 - In a closed Council meeting - Premier Consulting
were engaged to prepare a preliminary feasibility study for the Mixed Density
Residential & Seniors’ Accommodation concept developed by The Planning
Group (TPG). The outcomes of the summary indicated the proposed
development was only financially viable at 80 seniors’ living apartments. To
achieve this a vertical village will need to be at least 7 and potentially up to 9
levels in height.
COW098-14 –Property Matter –River Road, Oatley (19 November, 2014)

22 Sept 2015 Council instability Creates Uncertainty - Hurstville City Council
was given notice it would be placed into administration after Local Government
Minister Paul Toole announced he has lost confidence in the Council's ability to
conduct itself properly. Cr Hindi claimed that General Manager Mr Lampe's
suspension was not related to allegations of misconduct and had nothing to do with
the push to prosecute Cr Hindi.
Cr Badalati was Mayor from 9 September 2015 to 12 May 2016 when Council
amalgamated with Kogarah Council.
12 May 2016 - Hurstville City Coucil is amalgamated with Kogarah Council to
form the Georges River Council (GRC)
Mr Rayner was appointed Administrator of the new Georges River Council until
elections on 9 September 2017. The Independent Hearing Assessment Panel
(IHAP) was appointed to hear Development Applications.

2016 July – Residents continue to lobby for the site to remain zoned open space, to
be used for passive recreational activities. Facebook sites and media used to
promote the campaign. Myles Dunphy Backyard Facebook site gathers followers
and interest from young families interested in using the site.

21 August 2016 Popup picnic on site. See Photos by Chris Reberg of Myles Dunphy
Reserve

24 August 2016 - Online petition by OSNAP signed by 477 against Georges
River Council plans to subdivide and consolidate land (old bowling club site) within
Myles Dunphy Reserve with a view to building a nine-storey apartment block for
seniors housing.
8 September 2016 - IHAP hearing to consolidate parcels of land within Myles
Dunphy Reserve. A site visit for the panel
was well attended with residents organising a
picnic on the grounds to be on hand to answer
questions by the panel. Seven residents spoke
against the D/A. The IHAP voted on 28
September 2016 to approve the D/A to
consolidate parcels of land within Myles
Dunphy Reserve.
View photos from IHAP Picnic Day

20 October 2016 - A Planning Proposal was made by Georges River Council
seeking an amendment to Huntsville Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2012 to rezone
and reclassify the land known as the former Oatley Bowling Club at River Road,
Oatley to enable future development of seniors housing and community facility. This
Planning Proposal (PP) was prepared by TPG Town Planning and Urban Design
(TPG) on behalf of Council. Link to Planning Proposal
Council received 278 individual submissions (2 in support and 276 objections) and 4
petitions have been submitted to council since 2006 when Hurstville Council
resolved to develop the former Oatley Bowling Club site for aged care faclilities.
29 October 2016 Mark Coure MP for Oatley in a video appeal calls on Council to
incorporate the former Oatley Bowling Club site into Myles Dunphy Reserve.

7 November 2016 - Georges River Council resolved that the Planning Proposal to
reclassify the site from ‘community’ land to ‘operational’ and to rezone the site to
SP2 Infrastructure with the designated land use of seniors housing (nursing home)
be put on public exhibition. Public consultation to be undertaken by consultants and
report presented for consideration by the Independent Hearing and Assessment
Panel and the newly elected Council prior to forwarding to the Department of
Planning for Gateway submission. CCL095-16 Minute No. 166
Nov 2016 to Feb 2017 - Community Information Sessions facilitated by Elton
Consulting were held on 23 November & 26 November 2016.
1 May 2017 – A report is presented to Georges River Council on the preliminary
public exhibition phase of the Planning Proposal. The report by Elton Consulting (14
March) with results from three community information sessions, a community survey,
telephone survey and 52 submissions from November 2016 was presented to the
IHAP meeting. It was felt that surveys were biased promoting aged care or seniors
housing over other uses such as re-vegetation, community gardens or education
centre. The consultation results in a reduction in the area to be rezoned and more
thorough assessment of ecological and potential bushfire constraints.
•

•

Residents continue to lobby for the site to remain zoned open space, to be
used for passive recreational activities. The recent Greater Sydney
Commission’s draft plan stressed the importance of preserving and improving
open space to cater for the increasing population.
Oatley Flora and Fauna Society continued to make submissions on the
importance of the reserve containing one of the last remaining Sydney
Turpentine Ironbark forests, and value of the area as a haven for vulnerable
species of flying fox and owls.

18 May 2017 - IHAP Meeting Planning proposal to amend Hurstville LEP 2012 to
rezone and reclassify Oatley Bowling Club site to enable future development for
seniors housing and public open space is approved. Approval to progress to
Gateway process with conditions
5 June 2017 – Council resolves to support the proposed reclassification of the
northern half of the site from “community to “operational” land; rezone
approximately 50% of the site from RE1 Public Recreation to SP 2 Infrastructure
with the designated use of “seniors housing”; amend the height of buildings map
to introduce a maximum building height of 18.5m and amend the floor space
ration map to introduce a maximum FSR of 1.2:1
2017 & 2018 – Residents continue to lobby for the site to remain zoned open

space, to be used for passive recreational activities. Facebook sites and newspaper
lobbying.

Backyard Bird Count
Myles Dunphy Reserve Facebook Site

Oatley and Surrounds Facebook Site

Myles Dunphy Reserve Backyard Face book Site
5 June 2017 - Petition started by Myles Dunphy Reserve Backyard was
presented Council with 354 signatures opposing the Planning Proposal was
recorded in the community consultation report as one submission. The number
has not been recorded anywhere.
24 June 2017 – Council lodges the Planning Proposal prepared by TPG with the
Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) for Gateway Determination.
6 September 2017 - David Coleman MP spoke to the Federal Parliament
recognising the importance of Myles Dunphy Reserve and the importance
retaining the old bowling club site in Oatley should be preserved as a public
space.
October 2017 – DPE requests additional information and revisions in relation to
submitted Planning Proposal.

18 Feb 2018 Sydney Morning Herald: Plans to rezone land for seniors housing
labelled environmental threat and 'a travesty'

7 April 2018 - Georges River Council fenced the site of the former Oatley

Bowling Club, and its surrounds, following the discovery of fragments of bonded
asbestos. Council monitoring revealed that two of the retaining walls at the site
have deteriorated and the slight movement of material containing asbestos.
4 June 2018 Senator Dr Mehreen Faruqi MLC presented a motion to State
Parliament which asked:
" the Minister for Planning to reject the gateway determination for the former
Oatley Bowling Club site and protect the area in perpetuity as public recreational
space in public hands"

3 August 2018 - TPG on behalf of Council submits the requested information to
DPE.
31 August 2018 – Office of Environment and Heritage OEH requests additional
information in relation to threatened species.

Part E. People Power Win: Council moves to retain Bowling Club
Site for Recreational Use
On 17 December 2018 – Following the Open Space, Recreation and Community
Facilities Strategy in 2018, Council identified a shortfall of 7.6 hectares (or 76,000
square metres) of open space and sport and recreation facilities. The Mayor noted
that the provision of Council-owned sites for aged care and seniors housing should
not occur at the expense of open space and recreational facilities.
Council unanimously supported a Mayoral minute to keep the former Oatley Bowling
club site for community use:
1) not proceed with the Planning Proposal to re-zone and reclassify the former
Oatley Bowling Club site for seniors housing.
2) that Council commence the preparation of a new Masterplan and a Plan of
Management.
3) That the General Manager immediately take all necessary steps to commence the
de-contamination of the site (removal of asbestos) to enable its remediation for the
purpose of facilitating public access and recreation.
4) That the General Manager be authorised to seek grant funding and submit
applications in support of the decontamination of the site and/or its future use for the
purposes of open space and recreation.
St George Leader Report

21 December 2018 - Rescission Motion was put at an extraordinary meeting of
Georges River Council. Councillors Con Hindi, Vince Badalati and Rita Kastanias
wanted the matter referred to a workshop in February for further discussion. The
Motion was defeated. Leader Article

25 February 2019 - Council resolved that community garden(s) at the former OBC
site be investigated as part of the future community consultation for the Masterplan.
This should be undertaken having regard to the known contamination of the site.
19 September 2019 - Resident Peter Mahoney in a letter to St George Leader
questions what is really happening in the former Bowling Club site?

31 January 2020 - The Georges River Council announced community consultation
on the plan for the future use of the former Oatley Bowling Club site at River
Road, Oatley. Residents were encouraged to complete an online survey by 6
March 2020 and invited to join a community Visioning Workshop in early 2020.
Council commissioned Cardno (NSW/ACT) Pty Ltd to work with the community to
prepare a Masterplan and Plan of Management for the site,

7 March 2020 –Visioning Workshop was conducted (online due to Covid 19
restrictions).

25 November 2020 - At the Council meeting, Georges River Council awarded the

contract for site remediation works to be carried out at the former Oatley
Bowling Club site. Remediation works to be carried out at the site include:
• Management of asbestos impacted material, including appropriate site
establishment, controls, notifications, disposal/movement and
certifications;
• Necessary excavation, disposal, dewatering and shoring to enable
construction and reinstatements of the site;
• Import and reuse of material onsite to develop appropriate levels;
• Construction and landscaping of gabion retaining structures;
• Consolidation of the site to meet designated surface conditions and levels.
Work will commence in February 2021 with completion expected in August 2021.
The site will be remediated to make the site suitable for future recreational and
passive use.
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December 2020 – Council endorsed the Draft Plan of Management to be placed
on public exhibition. The draft Plan of Management and draft Master Plan for
Former Oatley Bowling Club were on public exhibition in March 2021. This
document contains information from Community consultations conducted in 7
March 2020. Council hosted a webinar on 16 March 2021 to provide the public
with an opportunity to ask questions and have their say about the draft Plan of
Management and draft Master Plan with submissions received until 14 April
2021. There were 55 submissions received during the public exhibition.

20 April 2021 – Re-categorisation of Community Land public hearing, chaired
by Cardino consultants, was held online hosted by Council in relation the former
Oatley Bowling Club site. Summary of meeting was reported in final PoM adopted in
July.
Main Community concerns was that land could be leased for up to 21 -30 years and
there are too many proposed activities in the Masterplan.
12 July 2021 – Re-categorisation of site & PoM - At the Environment and Planning
Committee meeting the Plan of Management prepared by Cardio consultants (5 May
2021) was adopted. Link to PoM
The site was categorised from ‘Natural Area – Bushland’ to ‘Park’. The core
objectives for management of community land categorised as a park are:
(a) to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social and educational
pastimes and activities.
(b) to provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for the casual
playing of games.
(c) to improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use to achieve
the other core objectives for its management.

