
P u b l i s h e d by 

Price 5 cents 

mmammmm 

OATLEY FLORA & FAUNA 
CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Registered by Australia Post - Publication No. NBH1041 

niMmmffi.ritfitfhii! 

No. 92/1 January/February ,.199 2 

Sydney's Waste Crisis 
This year will see a number of environmental issues coming to the fore. 
We will be hearing a lot about sustainable development,national parks 
funding,water pollution,economic growth vs.environment protection,optimal 
population levels,forestry and woodchipping and endangered species. But 
closer to our own back yard is another important issue which is set to 
become a national and world-wide problem.This is the problem of waste 
disposal - what to do with the enormous amount of garbage our community 
produces every year. 

The problem is already upon us.The State Government,through the Waste 
Disposal Authority (WDA),proposes a massive extension of the Lucas Heights 
landfill area.Another 124 hectares of scarce and beautiful bushland will 
be filled by garbage trucked from all over Sydney. Lucas Heights is no 
ordinary tip. There is nothing like it anywhere else in Sydney. This 
year it will take the garbage of 27 of Sydney's 40 local councils. This 
means 2.4 million people dump their garbage in our back yard. In addition 
the city's commercial,industrial and demolition waste is also mostly 
taken to Lucas Heights. 

An article by H.Beauchamp in Total Environment Centre Newsletter (Nov '91), 
discusses some alternatives and the larger questions of recycling,compost-
ing and State Government/Local Council responsibilities. It should be 
compulsory reading.Below is a summary of some of its main points: 

*Recycling of domestic waste in Sydney is in the order of 6% of the total 
amount collected. The rate varies enormously, with Mosman the best at 96kg 
per person per year,and Hurstville one of the worst at 6kg. 

*Sydney's recycling effort is poor compared to other countries and cities. 
Japanese cities recycle 50%,U.S.A. has reached 13%,with individual States, 
such as California and Texas ,setting targets of 40-50% by 1995. 

*Sydney's current waste production is 3.5 million tonnes a year.Even with 
waste minimisat ion,this will rise to 6 mill tonnes per year over the 
next 20 years. 

*In 1988 the WDA had only 10 years capacity at its dumping sites. What 
do we do after 1998? 

*If sites in Sydney cannot be found,or are too politically sensitive,why 
not transport the waste to distant sites?This would double the cost and 
4 million tonnes a year would correspond to 600 trucks carrying 20 tonnes 
every day. 

*It is likely that by the year 2000 two or three 250,000 tonne a year 
incinerators will be operating. The difficulty is where to place them. 

••'Jydney's garbage contains an average of 83kg of food waste and 63kg of 
garden waste per person per year. This is about 50% of the total waste and 
a component where major reductions can be achieved. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall #Frederick Street,(near the 
corner of Letitia Street),Oatley.Visitors and children are welcome at 
all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you come in. 
*** It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45pm. 

February 3(Monday). FIRST MEETING FOR 1992. The evening will begin with 
the Annual General Meeting and the election of the committee for 
the coming year. This will be followed by some members' slides and 
supper. Come along and renew your friendships after the break. Why 
not consider standing for the committee? Some new ideas would be 
most welcome.Bring along 10 -12 of your best slides (perhaps of your 
recent trips).Also,a plate of food for supper. The Hon.Treasurer will 
be available to collect renewal of membership fees. 

February 24 (Monday). A speaker from Australian Conservation Foundation 
will begin our varied lecture programme for the year. The topic will 
be "Biodiversity and Threatened Species". Threatened Species legislat-
ion is high on the priority list of most conservation groups and 
the maintenance of a diversity of habitats is essential for the 
survival of our plants and animals. 

February 2 9 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Mt Kembla Walk with Heather Mackey. 
Discover this delightful rainforest track behind Wollongong. More 
details in next OFF News . 

March 1 (Sunday). Australia Clean-up Day. More details later,but please 
keep some of the day free for a local clean-up. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL. Fees are now due.They are the same as last year,that 
is,$10 for full membership; $ 7 for concession. Fees include subscription 
to OFF News (11 issues a year) and a programme of activities. You may renew 
directly at the next club night OR send a cheque to :Hon Treasurer, 
P.O. Box 52,MORTDALE.2223. 

ANNUAL DINNER . Harry Whaite reports that there were 83 paid tickets for 
dinner which resulted in a loss of $27. However,there was a profit on 
both raffles.The possum raffle raised $92.50, and the basket and bottle 
raffle raised $104 . The committee has decided that because of the poor 
response and apparent lack of enthusiasm by members, there will be no 
formal dinner in 1992. It will be replaced by a less formal end of the 
year function. 

GUNGAH BAY BUSHLAND. As reported in October OFF News, the Water Board 
has approved a 3 year bush regeneration project for this important area 
of Oatley bushland. In November, 'this Society approached Hurstville 
City Council to have it remove the road reservations in the reserve and 
to identify the area more precisely by giving it a formal name. We 
suggested that the Council consider naming the area the "Myles Dunphy 
Bushland Reserve" to commemorate the memory and contribution of Myles 
Dunphy,0.B.E.,who lived near the reserve from the early 1930s until his 
death in 1985 and who has been referred to as the "Father of Conservation 
in N.S.W.". We are pleased to report that Council has agreed with our 
suggestion and has referred it to the Geographical Names Board for 
confirmation.The reserve has the potential to rival Oatley Park as an 

area for local passive recreation and nature conservation. Tracks will 
be upgraded and a more thorough investigation of its plants and animals 
will be undertaken so that it will be no longer a forgotten corner of the 
.St George region. 

Hon.President:Graham Quint,16 Evans Street,Peakhurst.2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52,Mortdale. 2223 570 1149 
Hon. Editor : Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 14 8, Ontloy. 2 2 2 3 570 8332 
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Migration and the Environment 
At a time when unemployment, accelerated 
growth, economic stagnation and migration pol-
icy have become important in Australia's politi-
cal debate, the following letter, printed in ACF's 
Conservation News (December 1991) helps fo-
cus some of the issues. 

"It is a regrettable fact of life that Conservation-
ists never win battles, they at best avoid losing 
them. Vast amounts of time and energy will be 
spent on the fight to prevent the Queensland 
rainforests from being inundated, or the NSW 
forests from being chipped without exploring 
the real cause of these tragedies. 

It is people who are the polluters, people who 
demand electrical power, or paper, homes and 
highways, and it is this problem we should be 
addressing. Unless the attitudes of our major 
political parties can be changed, our population 
will continue to expand exponentially, putting 
more burden on our resources and providing a 
larger pool of unemployed. It is these unfortu-
nate people who are used as the excuse and 
sometimes the tool to force through the devel-
opment projects that are destroying our country. 

By instigating a policy of accelerated migration 
this Government has embarked on a dangerous 
social experiment, one which there is no possi-
bility of reversing and one which must exacer-
bate any future problems. Jobs and skills are be-
ing eliminated at an alarming rate. Even at pre-
sent there is not enough work for 20% of our 
school leavers, and there is no sign of the 
promised new jobs which were to be created by 
the brave new world of the silicon chip. 

Australia is now in a position of having its popu-
lation double every 40 years while employment 
opportunities are declining, fresh water re-
sources are limited and we may have to with-
stand the added burden of an influx of refugees 
displaced from countries made uninhabitable by 
rising sea levels. We do not have a Government 
or private agency which is researching these 
problems; in fact, the Immigration Department 
and its many off-shoots are denying that there 
are any problems associated with unlimited pop-
ulation growth." (Don Owers) 

F5 Tollway Society members have commented 
on the impact of the new Beverly Hills to Moore-
bank Expressway. It has divided communities in 
the Padstow, East Hills and Riverwood areas 
and devastated valuable green spaces. It is to be 
hoped that its early completion at no cost to the 
NSW Government does not mean that greedy 
eyes are on Wolli Creek as a route for its exten-
sion. 

Lucas Heights Tip Extension It is a disgrace that 
Hurstville Council continues to support the ex-
pansion of the Lucas Heights landfill, despite its 
fellow Council's (Sutherland) total opposition to 
the proposal. Concerned residents of Hurstville 
should let their feelings be known to their local 
aldermen. 

Riverwood Park Agreement has been reached 
between the National Trust and Hurstville 
Council and regeneration work is about to start 
on the Ironbark forest. Riverwood Park, al-
though small in size, is the only clay flora rem-
nant with understorey species in the St. George 
district. As such it is a rare educational and re-
search resource which warrants careful restora-
tion. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street, 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Visitors and children are welcome at all meetings and field days. 

Please make yourself known as you come in. 
It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45pm 

FEBRUARY 24 (Monday) A speaker from the Australian Conservation Foundation will begin our 
varied lecture programme for the year. The topic will be Biodiversity and Threatened Species. 
Threatened Species Legislation is high on the priority list of most conservation groups and the 
maintenance of a diversity of habitats is essential for the survival of our plants and animals. 
February 29 (Saturday) FIELD DAY. A walk around Mt Kembla with Heather Mackey. A 
delightful rainforest walk behind Wollongong. An easy grade; about 5 km in length. Meet 
10.00am at the parking bay on the Highway before you descend to Wollongong, at the Mt Keira 
turn-off. For more details, ring Heather on 528 7071. 
March 1 (Sunday) AUSTRALIA CLEAN-UP DAY. Help clean up Riverwood Park on the 
foreshores of Salt Pan Creek. Please keep some of the day free. Contact Keith Underwood for 
details on 570 1149. 
March 2 (Monday) OATLEY PARK FLOWER IDENTIFICATION WALK. Leader: Nancy 
Beattie, Meet 10.00am at the Castle/Kiosk near the baths in Oatley Park. 
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O'Hares Creek Catchment 
Since the end of 1988, OFF News has been reporting the 
precarious situation of the koala colony in the Wedder-
burn area of the upper Georges River. Few people living 
"down the river" realise how beautiful the upper reaches 
of the river are, and what wonderful natural areas there 
are between Campbelltown and Wollongong. O'Hares 
Crek is the most significant source of the Georges River. 
From its headwaters in swamps near Appin Road and 
Maddens Plains, it carves a deep and spectacular gorge as 
it runs towards The Woolwash near Campbelltown. The 
water is unpolluted and drinkable; deep pools with sandy 
bases and rocky sides provide ideal swimming holes; and 
Aboriginal carvings and cave paintings are common. The 
area is only occasionally visited as it is managed by the 
Water Board and permission is needed to enter. 

In January, I was fortunate to be taken on an inspection 
tour by a Council officer in his 4WD. First we visited the 
koala site. Negotiations are still taking place with the 
landowners and developers, but it appears a compromise 
will be reached so that development does not take place 
right to the edge of the cliff above the creek and a large 
parcel of land will be surrendered to Campbelltown 
Council for a reserve. 

The question then will be: Who should control and man-
age it - Council, the National Parks and Wildlife Service or 
the Department of Conservation and Land Management? 
Koalas continue to be sighted regularly and there is an on-
going survey by one of the universities. 

Like all bushland close to urban centres, O'Hares Creek 
catchment is under numerous threats. There is illegal en-
try by trail bikes and 4WD vehicles. But more serious are 
the proposals to site a new coal mine in the middle of the 
area, to lease other parts to the Army for training and the 
run-off from existing coal operations within the catch-
ment. Aborigines also have a land claim over part of the 
area. Mining survey lines have ruined swamps and im-
pacted on the plateau as long straight roads are bulldozed 
for seismological surveys. Bailed hay is being used for 
run-off control along newly constructed sections of Appin 
Road and it is already clear that seeds from the hay are be-
ing washed down into feeder streams. 

The National Parks Association has had a long-standing 
proposal for a National Park/Nature Reserve for O'Hares 
Creek. This seems the only way the whole system can be 
preserved. (A. Fairley) 

Hon.President: Graham Quint 16 Evans Street Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 
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BIODIVERSITY AND THE DISCOVERY OF NEW 
RESOURCES 
Following the most interesting talk a t the last meeting 
on biodiversity a n d t h r ea t ened species, this article 
has a p p e a r e d in a newsletter of t he Dept. of the Arts, 
Sport,the Environment a n d Territories (Canberra). It 
highlights the impor tance of biodiversity In discover-
ing new biological resources - in finding useful things 
in the grea t unknown treasury of Nature. 

"One argument for the conservation of biodiversity is 
that almost any species c a n turn out to b e useful. 
However, the identification of new biological re-
sources has b e e n considered too uncertain to assign 
anything but "serendipity value" to those species for 
which a use has not yet b e e n found. A conce r t ed 
effort to identify useful species has b e e n m a d e by 
pharmaceut ical compan ies searching for new drugs, 
involving massive screening programs in the h o p e 
that something of commercia l value emerges . 

There is another a p p r o a c h . Because w e share the 
environment of Earth with millions of species, w e 
have many problems in common . Problems solved 
by other species over millions of years may provide 
solutions of use to us. We have , as yet, only 
scra tched the surface of wha t is available. An illustra-
tion is the problem of finding new antibiotics. If w e 
concen t ra te on organisms which live in organized 
societies (like honeybees a n d ants), w e find that they 
produce antibiotic secretions, necessary where 
many individuals a re in close proximity a n d where 
the d a n g e r of contagious disease is great . 

The following are examples of this a p p r o a c h a n d the 
actual or potential products which h a v e b e e n identi-
fied : 
* Instant adhesives may b e derived from some 
spiders a n d cen t ipedes which use them to cap tu re 
prey, 
* Sunscreens may b e derived from sedentary organ-
isms such as corals. 
" Light a n d high tensile fibres may b e derived from 
spider silk which is stronger weight for weight than 
steel. 
* New materials such as flexible c o n c r e t e inspired by 
the architecture of shells a d a p t e d to w a v e action. 

* Some spider venoms which induce temporary 
paralysis h a v e potential medical applications. 

Less than 50% of all species on Earth a re known. The 
known species have provided all the biological re-
sources that have m a d e human civilization possible. 
There Is a clear relationship be tween the conserva-
tion of biodiversity a n d the discovery of new bio-
resources." (Biolinks, Dec. 1991), 

This newsletter is available for loan a t the next club-
night, 

MENAI TIP UPDATE Hurstville City Council has vo ted to 
c h a n g e its policy which previously supported the 
mega-t ip extensions. Following a talk a n d presenta-
tion by local National Parks Association President, 
Gary Schoer, the Council vo ted to o p p o s e any 
enlargement of the present facilities. 

THREATENED SPECIES BILL Senator John Coulter, 
leader of the Democrats In the Commonweal th 
Parliament, has sent the Society a draft c o p y of his 
Threatened Species Bill a n d a discussion paper . He 
invites members ' comments . The discussion p a p e r 
outlines a five-step plan to save species a n d our 
biodiversity. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED The following publications 
have b e e n received a n d a re available for loan a t 
clubnight: 

1. Endangered Species Discussion Paper - a 20 p a g e 
d o c u m e n t p repa red by the NSW Cabinet Office 
(Dec. 1991) 

2. Clean Waterways Programme - The Special 
Environment Levy - Annual Report Summary 
- a 30 p a g e summary describing some of t he 
projects f u n d e d by the Water Board Levy (June 
1991) 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street, 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Visitors and children are welcome at all meetings and field days. 

Please make yourself known as you come in. 
It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45pm 

March23 (Monday) John Clark, formerly of UNESCO, will present the topic MIDDLE EAST 
MEDLEY - some views on the life and history of this region. Excellent slides and a fascinating 
talk. 

April 4 (Saturday) FIELD DAY. Please note: CHANGE OF DATE FROM PRINTED 
PROGRAMME. When the programme was drawn up at the end of last year, we did not realise 
that our field day would clash with an INXS rock concert. BIRD WATCHING DAY at Centennial 
Park, led by well-known ornithologist, Ern Hoskin. Bring your binoculars and picnic lunch. Meet 
9.00 am at park gates off Robertson Road (near Lang Road and Showground). Plenty of parking 
inside the park for those driving. Easy walk from Anzac Parade bus stop on Cleveland Street 
corner. 

April 6 (Monday). Oatley Park Flower Identification Walk. Leader Nancy Beattie. Meet 10.00 am 
at picnic "castle" near baths in Oatley Park. Confirm your attendance by ringing Nancy on 
523:%%%. 

1 

Total Environment Centre Tour 
Sunday 5th April. Trip to NEWCASTLE. Travel to 
Newcastle on 7.15 a m train ex Central in reserved 
carriage. Be shown a round Newcas t le by a "green" 
campa igner . Lunch provided . Return late af te rnoon. 
Cost: $25, plus train fare. For details a n d booking, ring 
TEC on 247 4714. 

Clean-up Day 
Twenty-four hard-working m e m b e r s a n d friends 
contributed to t he tonnes of rubbish co l l ec ted from 
bushland on the big c l e a n - u p d a y on 1st March. OFF 
c l e a n e d the e d g e of William Street a n d Lillian Road, 
Riverwood Park. Among t h e piles of rubbish d r a g g e d 
from the bush were c a r parts, a n old fridge, two 
ovens, two seats, a c a s h register, tyres, a shopping 
trolley a n d lots of grass clippings, 

Mt Kembla Walk 
Over 40 p e o p l e a t t e n d e d t h e last field day . High-
lights were t he excellent rainforest a n d t h e historical 
sites assoc ia ted with t he mines. 

Annual Subscriptions 
Have you re-joined the Society for 1992? 

Subscriptions a r e now due . Pay the Hon Treasurer a t 
club night or post your c h e q u e to P.O. Box 52, Mort-
dale,2223. 

Congratulations 
A special thanks a n d congratulat ions to t he Society's 
Hon Treasurer,Harry Whaite. This year marks 20 
consecut ive years In this position,a marvellous record 
of community service. 

Personal Insurance 
OFF currently holds a public liability insurance policy. 
This policy a d e q u a t e l y mee t s our legal requirements 
as a n incorporated association in NSW. However, 
member s should b e a w a r e tha t t he protection is for 
t he Society a n d any cover e x t e n d e d to member s is 
purely incidental. Members participating in activities 
of the Society,including travel to a n d from activities, 
a r e personally liable for their own actions. 

Hon.President: G r a h a m Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 
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NATURAL HERITAGE PARK PLAN 
Hurstville City Council has proposed a Natural Heritage 
Park be constructed in Gannons Park as a living 
"museum" of the botany of the Hurstville area. The idea is 
to use botanic garden style groupings of plants in a park 
setting and designed specifically to foster the involvement 
of schools and disabled members of the community in its 
use and construction. The site chosen is part of the former 
garbage disposal site directly south of the playing fields in 
Gannons Park. 

Hurstville Council has been successful in its application 
for a grant under the 1991 Greenspace Program and the 
National Trust has submitted a detailed proposal for the 
work. The site proposed is a relatively steep, grassed 
slope, bordered on either side by native bushland. A 
pathway will begin at a carpark off Boatwright Avenue, 
and zig-zag down the slope to a lower pick-up point off 
Ernest Street. Different areas on the slope will be planted 
with different plant communities, ranging from heath and 
open woodland on the more exposed tops, through open 
forest to rainforest in suitable locations. One area will be 
planted with native grasses and sedges. 

A fundamental principle of the Park is that it will display 
Hurstville's original native vegetation - its trees, shrubs, 
herbs, grasses, ferns and vines. Plantings will be made 
only from seed, cuttings, seedlings, etc. from naturally 
occurring local native species or from plants which were 
known to have historically occurred in Hurstville. It is 
hoped that local schools will be involved in the project 
from the outset in the propagation of plants and their 
subsequent planting and that ultimately an outdoor 
classroom facility will be incorporated into the Park. 

The National Trust has prepared a detailed list of species 
which would be suitable for planting in the Natural 
Heritage Park. This list, and other details of the proposal, 
are available from our President, Graham Quint. 

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GRANTS FOR 1992 
The Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation Society has 
applied for a grant from the Environmental Trusts to 
regenerate the bushland at the foreshore! reserve adjacent 
to Yarran Road, Oatley. This is the j scenic patch of 
bushland west of the Oatley/Como railway bridge enjoyed 
daily by thousands of railway commuters. Due to weed 
infestation at the reserve's Yarran Road entrance, only a 
handful of local residents have ever entered this bushland 
and experienced its recreational qualities. The Reserve is 
dominated by fine blackbutt and smooth-barked 
angophora, and there is a dense shrub and herb 
understorey. Weeds include infestations of large-leaf 
privet, lantana and fishbone fern. This infestation is 
spreading down the slope into previously undisturbed 
bushland and, if allowed to proceed unchecked, would 
ultimately destroy the reserve's native vegetation. The cost 
of a weed eradication program is estimated at $28,350. 
This is for a team of six regenerators working over a 
twelve month period. 

Another grant application is of interest to O.F.F. This is 
the application by the National Trust for a grant to study 
the trees of Oatley. This project would become a pilot 
study for an educational kit on the conservation of trees in 
urban areas. 

GUNGAH BAY RESERVE 
Oatley Flora and Fauna is to work in with the Water Board 
and the National Trust in planning the revitalization of this 
important bushland reserve. It is proposed to have an 
inspection of the reserve in the near future to which 
members will be invited. An announcement will be made 
at club night. 

HERITAGE WEEK 
Heritage Week this year is from April 26 to May 2. The 
theme is "Your Hidden Heritage". A large number of 
interesting activities will be taking place, including the 
opening of a number of sites not normally open to the 
public. Check the newspapers for details. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street, 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Visitors and children are welcome at all meetings and field days. 

Please make yourself known as you come in. 
It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45pm 

mm 
April 27 (Monday) A talk and slide presentation by Peter Sage. Peter's topic will be THE HUNTER 

RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. Members may remember Peter's previous visit to the Society when he 
spoke on the Hawkesbury River. 

May 2 (Saturday) FIELD DAY. The classic scenic harbour walk from The Spit to Manly. Beautiful views 
and lots of historic interest. Some excellent patches of bushland along the way. Leader : Val Boyan. 

Catch the 8.30 am train from Mortdale. Change at Town Hall for Wynyard; bus fron Wynyard to The Spit. 
We will return by ferry from Manly to Circular Quay.Bring lunch and drinks. 

For further details contact Val on 533 1013. 

Please note : There will be no flower identification day in Oatley Park in May. 

May 25 (Monday). Gary Schoer will talk about action on local issues. 
An important night for all those concerned about their local community." 

Total Environment Centre Tour 
Sunday May 3, at 9.45 am Bernie Clarke will provide an 
informative commentary for a cruise down the Georges 
River. See many historic landmarks including the Nature 
Reserve at Towra Point. Meet at the ferry wharf off Henry 
Lawson Drive at East Hills. Return to the wharf at about 
3.30 pm. Donation to TEC :$30. Ring 247 4714. 

Lucas Heights Waste Depot 
A Commission of Inquiry has been called into the 
proposed expansion of the Lucas Heights Regional Waste 
Depot. The chairman will be Commissioner John 
Woodward assisted by Commissioner Mark Carleton. 
There will be a public session to hear submissions at the 
Sutherland Shire Council Chambers commencing on 
Tuesday, 9 June. The public is invited to lodge 
submissions (FOUR copies in writing)by 4 pm, 
Monday, 18 May. All Society members concerned about 
the mega-tip proposal are urged to make a submission,no 
matter how brief, setting out their opposition to the tip and 
giving some reasons for this opposition. 

David Suzuki on growth economics 
Dr Suzuki,Professor of Genetics at the University of 
British Columbia,and well-known to Sydney radio and TV 
audiences,spoke recently about economic growth. His 
view is that conventional economic theory is invalid 
because it is based on a false axiom - that growth can be 
infinite. Air,water and soil quality are necessary to human 
life and biodiversity, but are ignored because they do not 
have a market value. Decisions based on quantified 
economic criteria rarely take sufficient account of 
environmental costs. 
Environmental costs which are ignored have a cumulative 
impact but 'when growth becomes an end,there is no end 
to it'.According to Suzuki,thse use of 80% of the world's 
resources by 25% of the world's people cannot continue; 
negative growth is a necessity in the wealthy nations. 

Annual Subscriptions 
Members are reminded that annual subscriptions shuld 
have been paid by the end of March. Harry Whaite.the 
Treasurer, will be grateful if those NOT renewing let him 
know immediately (telephone 580 6459) so that he can 
avoid sending reminders. 

Hon.President: Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 
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MOORE RESERVE 
Kogarah Council has obtained a grant under the 
Metropolitan Grepnspace Program to prepare a Manage-
ment Plan for Moore Reserve, Oatley. The study will be 
made by consultants and will cost up to $30,000. Their 
task will be to identify and evaluate the resources of 
Moore Reserve, look at passive recreational use, identify 
opportunities for future management of the reserve and to 
recommend future management policies and practices.A 
Plan of Management will be placed on public exhibition, 
and submissions received and considered before formal 
adoption. 

Moore Reserve, between Oatley and Hurstville Grove is 
about 14 hectares. It was once part of the north-west arm 
of Oatley Bay before being filled in by the Council as a 
rubbish tip. The valley slopes have retained their original 
cover of open forest/woodland.The grassed tip area is 
used for passive recreation. A few years ago, Oatley Flora 
and Fauna joined with local residents to prevent the 
construction of ovals in the reserve. 

The Plan of Management will examine such issues as park 
use, conservation of remnant bushland, traffic and 
parking, adjacent land use, signs, fences, buildings and 
financial management. Numerous organizations will be 
consulted by the Council, with a heavy emphasis on sport-
ing bodies and local schools. OFF has asked the Council 
that we be consulted as an organization with a long-
standing interest in the area. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 

OFF members, Nick Sangster and John Smith, represented 
the Society at a Waste Management Conference on April 
11. John made a report on the value of the Conference at 
the last meeting and we have a copy of the proceedings if 
anyone wishes to borrow them. Interesting papers includ-
ed Household and Commercial Composting (by Friends of 
the Earth), Council Recycling (by Mosman Council), 
Recycling of Construction Material (by Warringah 
Council) and the Changing Role of the State in Waste 
Disposal (by David Hughes). 

The Conference passed a motion recommending that the 
Local Government Association, Shires Association and the 
Nature Conservation Council form a working party on 
waste minimisation, the first task of which being to pre-
pare a joint submission to the Parliamentary Select 
Committee. 

SOCIETY NEWS 

* Val reports 32 people attended our last outing to The 
Spit despite difficulties with the trains. The weather was 
kind and everyone enjoyed themselves. 

* The National Trust has begun work regenerating Gungah 
Bay Reserve. Anyone interested in inspecting this little-
appreciated reserve is invited to attend an on-site inspec-
tion with the supervisor of the National Trust team, 
Christine Guthrie, at 10 am, Saturday, 6 June. Meet beside 
the Oatley Bowling Club, west of Oatley Station. The in-
spection should take about an hour. Perhaps you might 
consider putting your name on Graham Quint's list of vol-
unteers willing to help weed eradication in local reserves. 

* Have you any items for Val Boyan's TRASH AND 
TREASURE? If so, bring them along for Val at the next 
club night. Also bring along your aluminium cans. The 
sale of these items adds significantly to the Society's funds 
and keeps Harry Whaite smiling. 

Alan Fairley is bringing a small range of native plants to 
club night for sale. At $1.50 each they are very good 
value. All plants have been grown from seed and range 
from very rare to fairly common. Next month there will be 
seedlings of the rare tea-tree, Leptospermum rupicola (re-
stricted to a narrow range of sites near Katoomba),the tall 
paperbark Melaleuca squarrosa, a couple of native 
grasses, Queensland Silver Wattle and the beautiful 
Boomerang Wattle (Acacia amoena), seldom seen in 
cultivation. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- MAY/JUNE, 1992 
COMING EVENTS 

Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street, 
(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 

Visitors and children are welcome at all meetings and field days. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45pm 
mm 

May 25 (Monday) A talk and slide presentation by Gary Schoer. ACTION ON LOCAL ISSUES. Gary is a 
local Oatley resident, an environmental consultant, educator and President of the Southern branch of the 

National Parks Association. He is one of the leading figures in the fight against the Menai mega-tip. This is 
your chance to find out what are the local issues and how you can become involved. 

May 30 (Saturday) FIELD DAY. Something very different. HISTORIC GHOST RAIL WALK. A walk 
from Waterfall to Otford along the old abandoned railway. Distance: 16 km. Anyone wishing to walk only 

half the distance may catch the train back from Helensburgh. Walk led by John Oakes, merhber of the 
Railway Historical Society. Catch train from Oatley at 7.51 am or meet at Waterfall at 8.15 am. Special 
permission has been obtained to walk through old tunnels, so bring a torch. Also bring lunch and drinks. 

The track may be wet underfoot in places. Expected return from Otford on 4.19 pm train. For more details, 
ring Val Argall on 579 1874. 

Please note : There will be no flower identification day in Oatley Park in June. 

June 22 (Monday). Mike Scotland, educator and diver/photographer. Marine life of the East Coast reefs. 
Another fascinating evening. 

BANKSTOWN BUSHLAND 

The recently-formed Banks town Bushland 
Society has sent us a copy of their latest 
newsletter. It contains a number of items of 
interest to OFF members. One article 
discusses the slaughter of native animals by 
vehicles on Henry Lawson Drive. The 
carnage has included two wallabies, possums, 
echidnas and bandicoots. The Bushland 
Society has requested that wildlife warning 
signs be erected along the road. There is also 
a plea to save Lot 2, Norfolk Road, 
Greenacre, one of the last of Bankstown's 
clay-soil bushland remnants. Houses are 
planned for 50% of the area, with a buffer 

zone which will reduce the remaining 
bushland to a very small area and completely 
ruin its integrity (not to mention most of its 
110 species of native plants). The Society is 
calling on interested people to support its 
campaign by writing to the Banks town City 
Council and the Hon Tim Moore. Details will 
be on the OFF notice board at next meeting. 

ANOTHER DAM 

Plans are being made for yet another dam on 
the Shoalhaven River to supply Sydney's 
insatiable thirst. More details in the next OFF 
News. 

Hon.President: Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 
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FAST TRACKING 
*At a time when the Australian economy is in recession 
and with unemployment reaching alarming levels,'"fast-
tracking" development projects is in the news. But what 
exactly will this involve? Few would disagree that the co-
ordination of current project assessment processes needs 
to be improved. Unfortunately, however, those advo-
cating "fast-tracking" aim to drop standards rather than 
improve the operation of the current process. 

Assessing environmental costs and impacts at the plan-
ning stage is designed to prevent long-term damage 
which tax-payers would eventually have to pay for. A 
thorough process that takes full account of community 
concerns also serves to reduce conflict, thereby reducing 
delays and costs in the long term. Environmental assess-
ment is but one of many legitimate and essential steps in a 
good decision-making process. (Conservation News) 

SHOALHAVEN DAM 
* Another huge dam is being considered for the Shoal-
haven River. The Welcome Reef Dam on the upper reach-
es of the river near Braidwood would contain five times 
the volume of water in Sydney Harbour and cost $500M 
plus. Designed to cater for Sydney's growing population 
and its squandering of water, it would be an environmen-
tal disaster for the upper Shoalhaven and Mongolo 
Rivers. The Sydney Water Board plans to start building 
this dam in the year 2002 and to complete it by 2005. It 
will be the biggest dam yet built in N.S.W. and will dou-
ble Sydney's water supply capacity. This will encourage 
massive expansion of the Sydney area. 
Sydney is already too large and has major pollution prob-
lems. What is needed is not more water and more expan-
sion, but better planning to avoid over-development, and 
a policy of water conservation and management. We con-
tinue to use water as if it is going out of fashion; we do 
not live within our means and squander this precious re-
source. The waste of water must be drastically reduced . 
The money saved by not having to build such a dam 
would be better spent on sensitive urban planning. 

THE WAR AGAINST WASTE 
*It is pleasing to see Kogarah Council experimenting with 
black recycling crates for the collection of glass bottles and 
jars, P.E.T. plastic soft drink bottles and aluminium cans. 

It is a weekly recycling service on garbage day. Why not 
ring or write to Council commending it on the initiative? 
When will we see Hurstville Council with such a regular 
recycling programme? 

Australians are now collecting for recycling nearly one 
million tonnes of paper, over 1500 million aluminium 
cans and an increasing quantity of glass, steel, rubber, 
concrete and other materials. This high commitment to 
recycling is a very clear indication that we are indeed in-
tent on making changes in our own lives in an effort to 
improve the environment and our quality of life. Our 
forests are seen as precious, not to be destroyed for 
products which have no lasting value. Waste is being 
seen as a fallacy of recent decades, when fast-food, dis-
posable packaging and the easy throwaway was consid-
ered not only acceptable but preferable and cheap. 
Now Australians are beginning to wince at the extent 
and expense of garbage, fouled parks and beaches and 
litter in the streets and waterways. We are slowly catch-
ing up to our grandparents by following that simple 
remedy of reducing, reusing and recycling. We are wag-
ing a war against waste, and as a consequence, will learn 
once more how to use resources wisely. 

The most obvious areas in which we are making 
progress in reducing resource depletion and the over-
flow of our rubbish tips are in the paper, plastics, alu-
minium and glass industries, where reuse or recycling 
programs have the potential to become industrial mon-
eyspinners. The problem of recycling building debris, 
tyres and industrial products is proving more difficult to 
tackle, but not impossible. Manufacturers are toying 
with ways by which bricks and concrete can be used 
again. Unfortunately,they are not coming up with many 
ideas for rubber and motor oil. 

WEST MENAI MEGA TIP 
* The Inquiry into the West Menai Mega-Tip is taking 
place at the present time. Sutherland Council, National 
Parks Association, the National Trust and other groups 
will be objecting to the tip expansion. The presence of 
Aboriginal sites, endangered flora and the destruction of 
a decreasing bushland amenity will all be presented as 
arguments against the proposal. Further details of this 
important issue will be presented in the Next OFF News. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- JUNE/JULY, 1992 
COMING EVENTS 

Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street, 
(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 

Visitors and children are welcome at all meetings and field days. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45pm 
////// 

two or 

June 22 (Monday). Mike Scotland, talk and slides on MARINE LIFE OF THE REEFS. Apart from 
teaching science and biology, Mike Scotland has been diving for 16 years and instructing for 10 years. He 

has published over 200 photographs and 40 magazine articles on marine life and locations from New 
Guinea,Great Barrier Reef to local areas. This talk will focus on marine life from the Barrier Reef to 
Southern N.S.W. Emphasis will be on the interaction with marine life and experiences under the sea. 

Another special and fascinating evening. 

June 27 (Saturday) FIELD DAY. Roseville Bridge to Killara via Middle Harbour and Gordon Creek. 
Distance is approximately 9 kilometres. We will also visit the Swain Gardens on route. A torch is 

recommended for use through the culvert under the Eastern Arterial Road. Catch the afetatkms train 
oAue. passing through Oattey at-8:3i am; change at Town Hall to the North Shore line (up steps). At 

CHATSWOOD, we will catch the No.56 private bus from the bus exchange on the right-hand side of the 
station, alighting at Babbage Road (opposite Ormonde Road) just before the bridge. For more details,ring 

Harry Whaite on 580 6459. 

Please note : There will be no flower identification day in Oatley Park in July. 

July 27 (Monday). Come away with Alan Fairley to THAILAND. 

SOCIETY NEWS 
*Despite solid rain, the last field day was attend-
ed by 52 people.There were leeches and water 
up to the knees in one culvert, but it was a 
memorable trip. A few hardy souls even contin-
ued beyond Otford to Stanwell Park. A not-so-
nice aspect of the walk was the effect the rain 
was having on the stockpiles of coal at Helens-
burgh - a dirty sludge was washing off the coal 
dumps into the streams which eventually run 
into the Hacking River. 

T h e r e was a bumper attendance at Gary 
Schoer's talk at last meeting. Gary spoke of 
using the political process and the media in in-
volving the membership of conservation organi-
zations. He used the mega-tip at West Menai to 
show how people can become involved in local 
issues. Most went away enthused by his talk. 

*At the end of last meeting, Jenny Kent of the 
Wilderness Society told members of a national 
campaign to prevent the export of woodchip 
from native forests. She requested that we write 
to the Prime Minister notifying him of our oppo-
sition to the renewal of woodchipping licences. 
Attach a 20 cent coin to the letter as it carries the 
symbol of the platypus - one of the creatures en-
dangered by woodchipping. A newsletter outlin-
ing the argument against woodchipping and 
some of the alternatives was left with the Society 
and will be available at the next meeting for 
members to borrow. 

* About 20 people attended the inspection of 
Gungah Bay Reserve in early June with 
Christine Guthrie. They saw the work that the 
National Trust has done in eight one-day ses-
sions around the old concrete bridge. 

Hon.President: Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 
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SOCIETY NEWS 
* End of Registered Publications. This service of Aus-
tralia Post is being phased out, and, from this month, 
"O.F.F. News" will be sent by ordinary post. However 
we will continue to use our present supply of wrappers 
until they are exhausted, after which the newsletters will 
be posted in long envelopes. 

* Middle Harbour Walk. Possibly the heavy rain before 
(and after) this walk scared off many of our enthusiastic 
walkers. Only nine turned up. The weather turned out 
fine though dull, and the actual walking time along a 
good track was under two and a half hours. This 
allowed ample time for those sacred rituals - morning 
tea and lunch. 

* Following the enthusiastic reception given to Mike 
Scotland and his underwater photographs shown at last 
meeting, a number of members have asked about 
Mike's scuba diving courses. For information on his 
scuba diving school ring 521 7720. 

*Flower Identification Day. Because of falling atten-
dance during winter, Nancy Beattie has not conducted 
her monthly plant identification days in Oatley Park. It 
is proposed that these plant walks be resumed on the 
first Monday in September. If you are interested in 
attending, please phone Nancy on 523 7458. 

STATE GOVERNMENT ATTACK 
ON HERITAGE ACT 

The NSW Government is in the process of making 
major changes to the Heritage Act which threaten the 
State's natural and Aboriginal heritage. The changes 
will remove natural and Aboriginal heritage from the 
Act and transfer them to the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. The implications are very serious. 
Such an action would create two classes of heritage -

cultural and natural - and, given the weaker powers 
under the NPWS Act, would downgrade the status of 
natural heritage. "Heritage", by definition, is the 
whole range of things we want to keep and there is a 
need for an integrated approach to historical, cultural 
and Aboriginal heritage. The Government's move is, 
in part, a response to the Court decision in the 
Chaelundi Forest case which confirmed that the 
natural heritage (such as rare fauna) was protected un-
der the Heritage Act. The Government's solution? 
Change the Act so that it no longer covers the natural 
environment. 
Members are encouraged to write to their Member of 
Parliament and to Premier Fahey stating their objec-
tions to the change. Such submissions should be made 
by September 2. It is of interest to note that the pro-
posed changes are out of step with the dual treatment 
of cultural and natural heritage in the Register of the 
National Estate, listing of World Heritage Areas and 
the aims set out in the National Trust Act. 

NATURE UPDATE 
* In 1988 a single fox wiped out one of the two 
remaining mainland colonies of Mala Wallabies. The 
Mala is one of Australia's rarest mammals with only 
about 30 in the wild. Then, in late 1990, 12 Mala Wal-
labies were re-released into the Tanami Desert. Within 
days, they were all killed, this time by a single cat. 
* The South Australian NPWS has released 18 Greater 
Stick-nest Rats into a 1000 hectare privately owned 
Sanctuary, where they will be free from foxes and cats. 
This is the first time in half a century that these native 
animals have been free to roam on mainland Australia. 

* A new mammal has been found in Queensland. 
Described 108 years ago, it was never seen again until 
February last year. Then the Mahogany Glider was 
discovered in a forest near Tully, south of Cairns by a 
museum scientist. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- JULY/AUGUST, 1992 
COMING EVENTS 

Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street, 
(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 

Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm 

July 27 (Monday). TRAVELLING AROUND THAILAND. A slide journey by Alan Fairley. See the 
variety from polluted Bangkok to the rainforest mountains of the north. Ancient historic sites,beautiful 

islands , villages,tribal peoples - Thailand has it all. Alan and Chiew travelled from south to north using 
local transport and meeting lots of interesting people. A magical night. 

August 1 (Saturday). FIELD DAY.Heathcote to Karloo Pool to Robertson Knoll and return to Heathcote. 
Distance is about 13 km. Meet at Bush Fire Brigade,Wilson Parade, Heathcote at 9.45 am (eastern side of 

Heathcote Railway Station). For more details ring Keith Underwood on 570 1149. 

August 15 (Saturday). BUSH REGENERATION AT GUNGAH BAY RESERVE. Meet at 9.30 am in 
the Bowling Club parking area. Bring gloves, secateurs, a trowel and a thermos of coffee or tea. The first 
session will be light, easy work and there will be supervisors to help you identify the plants and show you 

what to do. 

August 24 (Monday). A visit from Debbie Andrew, Project Officer with the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service to talk about NOCTURNAL ANIMALS. More details in next OFF News. 

LUCAS HEIGHTS MEGA-TIP ENQUIRY 
Alan Fairley appeared before the Enquiry as an expert 
on local native plants for the National Parks 
Association. Below is part of his statement. 
"The Lucas Heights-West Menai area is an important 
reservoir of rare, uncommon and significant plant 
species. The fact that some are found in a few other 
locations outside the proposed tip site is no guarantee of 
their ultimate survival. What was uncommon yesterday 
is rare today and could be extinct tomorrow. The very 
fact that they are classified as "Plants at Risk" indicates 
that they are vulnerable to the same processes which are 
occurring all over Sydney - the quiet, almost unnoticed 
destruction of one area after another. Extinction of an-
other species is the result. We have here the opportunity 
to preserve a major habitat with regional significance. 
What will be lost if this tip proceeds? The "Flora and 
Fauna Survey" prepared by consultants of the Waste 
Management Authority identifies nine significant plant 
species including three listed as rare (Hibbertia nitida, 

Lomandra fluviatilis and Melaleuca deanei). Since then, 
a number of other rare plants have been located and a 
further 15 locations added to the 100 found to be signifi-
cant in the WMA report. Possibly the most interesting 
find within the area were stands of the native she-oak 
Allocasuarina diminuta ssp mimica. A major stand of 
more than 2000 plants is located on the heathy ridge-top 
east of Mill Creek. This is a most significant find. Sub-
species mimica is only known in small scattered popula-
tions from Kingsford, West Berrima, Tallong, Black-
heath and near the existing tip. According to Karen 
Wilson, botanist at the Sydney Botanic Gardens, the 
newly discovered population would be the main one left 
of this plant. 
My prime conclusion is that this area (due to both 
diversity of habitats and flora present, the range of rare 
and significant plants and especially the discovery of the 
populations of the native she-oak) is entirely 
inappropriate for use as a waste depot extension. Its 
most appropriate future use is as an addition to the 
Georges River National Park. 

Hon.President: Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 
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MOORE RESERVE REVISITED 
It seems that conservation battles are never completely 
won and apparent victories are only temporary. Less 
than two years ago, after extensive community consulta-
tion, Kogarah Council decided that Moore Reserve 
should not be developed for "active" use (that is, playing 
fields), but should remain "passive" and that a Plan of 
Management should be developed along those lines. Of 
1131 public submissions received at the time, 55 support-
ed active and 1075 supported passive. 

Now some Councillors are seeking to change this deci-
sion. At the Council meeting of July 27, Aldermen 
Endemi and Cavanagh moved to alter the guidelines to 
the consultants by recommending that "all possible us-
ages" be considered for the Reserve. Alderman Susan 
Gainsford strongly argued against this motion, pointing to 
the history of the "passive" decision. The motion to alter 
the guidelines was defeated 7 to 2. However, Aid. 
Cavanagh then moved to get rid of the consultants and to 
develop a Plan of Management using Kogarah Council 
staff. Does Council have the time and expertise for this? 
Aid. Gainsford argues that it does not and that the motion 
effectively delays any decision. She has moved to over-
turn this decision. Until there is a Plan of Management 
incorporating the concept of "passive" rather than "ac-
tive" approved by the Department of Planning, Moore 
Reserve will continue to be in danger from those who 
obviously want it to be covered in playing fields. 

PROTECTING A RARE PLANT 
Usually we find out that a rare plant species is threatened 
by development only when it is too late. But in the case 
of a stand of Acacia pubescens along Bishop Road, 
Menai, we may have been a little luckier. Alan Fairley 
noticed a development application in the local paper and 
recognized Bishop Road as a place where he had 
photographed this rare and endangered wattle. A check 
with Sutherland Council revealed that a development of 
120 villas was to go on the site north of Bishop Road and 
there were only two days left to make submissions. 
Lots of frantic phone calls followed and a quick 

submission was made on behalf of O.F.F. Pat Akkesdyk 
and Connie McPherson made a survey of the site and 
found about 150 plants, some tall shrubs and other small 
suckers. 
Acacia pubescens is an attractive shrub, classified as 2E, 
that is, a plant restricted in its populations to a limited 
area and in serious risk of disappearing. It grows only 
on clay/shale soils and is very uncommon in areas like 
Bankstown and Liverpool where it once was widely dis-
tributed. The Bishop Road site probably contains the 
largest stand in the Sydney area and is the only known 
location in Sutherland Shire. 
Submissions of concern were also made by Graham 
Quint for the National Trust, Gary Schoer for the 
National Parks Association and by Connie McPherson 
on behalf of S.G.A.P. and Sutherland Environment 
Centre. The Environment Officers of Sutherland 
Council were also made aware of the situation. As no 
plant survey had been made of the site before develop-
ment application, neither the developer (Pioneer 
Homes) nor Sutherland Council knew of the presence of 
the plant. 
An on-site meeting of all interested parties (conserva-
tion groups, developers, Council officers) was held on 
Friday, August 7. After some discussion about the best 
way to protect as much of the wattle as possible within 
the development site, it was decided that plans would be 
modified to incorporate a 1800 sq. metre public reserve 
which would in fact protect the bulk of the wattles. 
Council agreed that no development would be approved 
until a fence was erected around the site and modified 
plans were submitted. 
All parties seemed to be happy with this compromise. 
Sutherland Council will manage this reserve, and a Plan 
of Management will be developed with the help of the 
National Trust. In addition, Sutherland Society for 
Growing Australian Plants will collect seed from the 
wattle later in the year, grow seedlings and plant out 
some areas in the vicinity of the development to ensure 
the continuity of the genetic stock. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- AUGUST/SEPT, 1992 
COMING EVENTS 

Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street, 
(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 

Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm 

August 24 (Monday) MAMMALS AND NOCTURNAL ANIMALS Our speaker is Debbie Andrew from 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service. Debbie is an expert in the field, so this should be an informative and 
interesting evening.Laterin the year (November 13),this talk will be followed up byanoctumal stroll in the 

Royal National Park with Debbie Andrew a^ leader. 

August 2^ (Saturday). ElELDDAY.Bush walk from Wondabyne to Pindar Cave,Brisbane Water National 
Park,north ofUawkesbury River. Beautiful flowers,with boroniasahighlight.Amedium grade walk of 

about 12km,with only one relatively steep ascent. Catch 8.00am train from Mortdale to Central.Then,from 
the Country Platform at Central, take train to Wondabyne, leaving at 8.45am. As this train does not normally 
stop atWondabyne,special arrangements have been made and all OFF will be in the last carriage.For further 

details,contact the leader,Val Argall on 57^1874(especiallyif track work is being done on the line to the 
City on that weekend). 

September 28 (Monday). OUR SPECIAL SPRlNOELOWERNlOHT.Keepthi^ date free and try to 
bringafriend.An excellent night to introduce new members to the Society. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED | If you have any spare time 
and would like to help the environment movement, why 
not volunteer to assist the Nature Conservation Council. 
The Council represents the interests of 90 conservation 
organizations and is appealing for help. They need 
workers in the office during the week and to run stalls on 
weekends. If you can help in any way, call Bruce on 247 
4206. 

LIONS CLUB FETE The Lions Club annual fete at 
Oatley will be held this year on Saturday, 17 October. 
OFF Conservation Society will be having a stall and, as 
usual, we will be asking members to volunteer a couple 
of hours of their time to assist. Val Boyan or Keith 
Underwood will be collecting names soon. 

NPWS - 25th ANNIVERSARY I The National Parks 
and Wildlife Service will be celebrating 25 years of ser-
vice to conservation in the week from September 27 to 
October 4. There will be guided walks and other events 
aimed at increasing community awareness of the work of 
the Service and to encourage involvement in NPWS ac-
tivities. A list of activities will soon be available and 
members are encouraged to join in one of the activities. 
For more information, ring NPWS on 585 6333. 

BATS - UNWELCOME GUESTS | A large colony of 
fruit bats has made its home in the Palm Grove of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens. The colony has grown from 200 
in late 1989 to more than 3500. Unfortunately they have 
chosen the Garden's most sensitive and historically 
significant area and are causing long-term damage to the 
trees. Some of the Garden's oldest and most valuable 
trees are threatened by defoliation and excretia deposited 
on the foliage. Attempts are being made to remove the 
colony by non-destructive means. 

WEDDERBURN KOALA COLONY I The latest news 
from the Wedderburn koala site is that the proposed 
development is still delayed as the land owners have been 
experiencing financial problems. A green ban is still in 
place over the area. A Local Environment Plan is soon to 
go before Campbelltown Council which, if approved, 
would allow conversion of many Wedderburn farms 
(which are currently a minimum of 10 ha) to rural-
residential blocks of only 2 ha. Meanwhile, some of the 
60 koalas have been fitted with special collars in a univer-
sity study to track their movements. One koala has 
already moved through a bush corridor which is part of 
the development site. 

STOP PRESS 
Australian National Parks Pocket Diaries for 1993 will be 
available at the next meeting, Cost - $9.50 

Hon.President: Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 



No 92/9 

Published by 

OATLEY FLORA & FAUNA 
CONSERVATION SOCIETY INC. 

Price 5 cents Registered by Australia Post - Publication No. NBH1041 

CATS AND WILDLIFE 
Many wildlife managers believe that cats are a major threat 
to the survival of our native animals, not only the feral cat 
in rural areas, but also the domestic cat in urban 
environments. In NSW there are 475,000 cats in Sydney 
and 441,000 in outside areas, a total of 916,000 - and this 
is a conservative figure. Each cat will kill an average of 
10-25 birds, mammals and reptiles each year. 

The Fund for Animals recently held a conference designed 
to raise issues such as registration, identification, desexing, 
curfews and household limits. The conference aimed at 
raising community awareness of the impact of cats on 
wildlife and to encourage cat owners to act in a responsible 
manner. It pointed out the need for comprehensive 
education programmes and co-ordination of local councils 
and non-government bodies. 

Members concerned with this issue are urgently requested 
by the Fund for Animals to write to their local council 
requesting that they introduce laws to make provision for 
compulsory registration, compulsory identification, curfew 
and desexing programmes for domestic cats. 

UPPER HACKING/HELENSBURGH 
Last year's decision by Wollongong City Council not to 
proceed with proposed urban expansion at Helensburgh 
which would have affected the upper reaches of the 
Hacking River was a major conservation success. Part of 
the decision was a commitment to prepare a local 
environment plan for the rural lands around the village 
which would classify these lands Environmental 
Protection. 

The Friends of the Hacking River are now requesting that 
members write to Wollongong City Council supporting the 
ideas in the Draft Environmental Plan No. 91/16. Every 
letter would help impress on the Council public support for 
the rezoning of these rural lands. To assist in this letter 
writing, a draft letter is available at next meeting night. Its 
main points are that the area should be rezoned to ensure 
that Helensburgh does not become a southern extension of 
the Sydney sprawl and to protect the Hacking River and 
the Royal National Park from water pollution. 

NATURAL RESOURCES PACKAGE (NRP) 
There is increasing concern amongst conservation groups 
about the NSW Government's proposed Natural 
Resources Package. The recent Forest Summit declared 
the NRP as the greatest legislative threat ever to the 
environment of this State. To counter a major campaign 
of timber, mining and other exploitation interests 
designed to bolster support for NRP, the Forest Summit 
is planning to raise the profile of the campaign against 
the legislation. A major rally will be held in Sydney on 
NOVEMBER 22 to apply maximum pressure around the 
time the bills will be debated in the NSW Parliament. 
Copies of a Briefing Paper titled The Impact of the NSW 
Coalition's Natural Resources Package on the Urban 
Environment will be available at the next OFF meeting 
night. 

GARBAGE OVERLOAD 
Only Americans generate more waste than Australians. 
Every year, we throw out an average of 680 kg of rubbish 
per person. If the rubbish collectors never came, the 
average house would be a metre deep in rubbish each 
year. This massive waste of resources represents an 
estimated $800 million a year litter problem. We can't 
keep dumping rubbish into landfill tips. "Waste" should 
be seen as a resource. Land for tips should be used only 
for the temporary storage of waste residues awaiting 
re-use. 

Primarily, however, we need to treat the problem at its 
source - and generate less waste. Recycling bottles and 
cans is not enough; food and garden waste, building 
rubble, tyres, batteries and oil make up a substantial part 
of the waste stream. Mandatory recycling needs to be 
complemented by municipal mulching services and the 
promotion of backyard composting, (from Conserx'ation 
News, July 1992). 

HURSTVILLE NATURAL HERITAGE PARK 
The construction of the Heritage Park at Gannons 
Reserve is proceeding well and the main track has been 
put in. The first plantings have also commenced. Graham 
Quint reports that 12 local schools have agreed to help 
with growing seedlings and with planting. 



C O M I N G 

Meetings are held at the Uniting Chnreh Hall, Frederlek street, 
(near the eorner of Uetltla Street), Oatley. 

Visitors and children are weleome to attend all meetings and field days. 
Please make yonrself known as yon eome In. 

I t ls Intended thatmeetlngseommenee promptly a t7 .45pm 

^6^ept(^aturday).^ILLDDAV A Blue Mountains walk-Colden stairs to Ruined Castle with Alan Eairley.The 
walk is about 10km return,mostly flat,except for the descent of the Colden stairs and the rather steep climb up at the 
end of the walk.It will probably take about5hours(with appropriate stops for morning tea and lunch).Meet at̂ .OOam 
at the top of the Colden stairs along the narrow l^eck Road,Katoomba.The track is signposted(or watch for Alan's 
yellow ^WD).Civeyourself^hours to drive from Catley.Those without cars may be able to arrangeaseatonashare 
petrol basis keader'scontact phone: 570 833^. 

September (Monday). A special celebration of our wonderful native Australian 
wildflowers.speakers and displays.Highlights will includeadisplay and sales(at discount) by Altra nursery of Depot 
Road,Ralph Newboult'sidentification of urban bushland weeds and^oanAston'sadvice on growing from seed and 
cuttings.There will also beanative plant identification table-bring alongaspecimen to show people what beautiful 
plants are in your garden-or get it identified. Be sure to bring along some money as there will be plenty ofbargains. 
Val Boyan will also haveatablewithavariety of things for sale. 

Dctober (Monday).ASOCIAL LV^l^T Mary White,author and palaeobotanist.Talk on the EVCkUTlCl^CE 
THEAU^TRAklA^E^VlRO^ME^T.^eep this date free in yourdiary^ 

BUSH REGENERATION- GUNGAH BAY RESERVE 
A number of OFF members have been involved as 
volunteers helping the National Trust bush regeneration 
project at Gungah Bay Reserve. They have been learning 
the techniques of weed eradication as well as the 
identification of problem species. The next work party 
will be on Saturday, 10 October. Meet at 9.00am. Park in 
the Oatley Bowling Club car park. Don't forget to bring 
gloves, a trowel, secateurs and morning tea. 

END OF YEAR RAFFLE 
As traditional, the Society will have an end of the year 
raffle again this year. Val Douglas advises that the prizes 
are a beautiful embroidered picture (donated by Johanna 
Robinson), Wedgewood dishes (donated by Bemie 
Seargent) and a basket of groceries (we have the basket, 
but no groceries - donations delightfully accepted). 
Tickets 50cents each or 3 for $1. Tickets will be sold at 
the Lions Festival in October and Coral Serisier's shop, 
Mulga Road, West Oatley. It will be drawn at a function 
in November. 

BUSH REGENERATION - LIME KILN BAY 
If you can't get enough of weed eradication, or you feel as 
though you need more practice, the Lime Kin Bay Society 
invites you to help with their eradication programme. 
They meet on the last Sunday of each month at 9.00am at 
the corner of Acacia Street and Waterfall Road, Oatley. 

1993 NATIONAL PARKS DIARIES 
The pocket-size National Park Diaries have now arrived. 
Last year the Society ordered 25 and they were quickly 
sold. This year we have 40, but avoid disappointment and 
buy early. The diaries are perfect to slip into a small 
post-bag for overseas friends. Cost - $9.50. See Alan 
Fairley at meeting night. 

ISMIGGIN HOLES 
Win and Norm Tonkins' chalet at Smiggin Holes will be 
available for us again early next year. Enjoy a week or a 
fortnight walking in the Snowy region. Dates: 23 to 30 
January 1993 inclusive; 30 January to 6 February 1993 
inclusive. Ring Keith Underwood (570 1149) for bookings 
and details. 

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GRANT 
The Minister for the Environment, and our local MP, 
Terry Griffiths, have advised that OFF Cons. Society have 
been successful in obtaining a grant of $28,350 for the 
regeneration of bushland at the end of Yarran Road, 
Oatley. The Society especially thanks Terry Griffiths for 
his support of our application. There will be more news 
about this matter in a future issue of OFFNEWS. 

BRISBANE WATER WALK 
Val Argall reports that 31 people attended the last outdoor 
activity to see a spectacular wildflower display. 

Hon.President: Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, PO Box 52, Mortdale 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, PO Box 148, Oatley 2223 570 8332 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
The Society has again had an active few weeks, with members involved in a number of 
community activities. On Sept. 22, Alan Fairley represented the Society at Kogarah 
Civic Centre where a meeting had been called of interested groups to discuss expend-
iture on and improvements to open space in the Municipality. A consultant is work-
ing on plans for improvements to open space facilities, including such mundane things 
as better toilets and playground equipment; we would like them to also consider 
surveys and protection of patches of remnant bushland. 

On Saturday, 19 Sept. Keith Underwood and Val Douglas attended a 50th Anniversary 
gathering of ex-soldiers who were encamped in Oatley Park during World War 2. The 
gathering was organised by the Hurstville Historical Society. They met at the Lone 
Pine Tree at the main gate of Oatley Park. Over 50 attended, including army repres-
entatives, Councillors, Terry Griffiths, ex-soldiers from Tasmania, Julien Sheen and 
students from Oatley West School. Keith also attended a meeting of Friends of Cent-
ennial Bakery on the 8 Sept. 

Another meeting was a presentation by the Water Board of their Clean Waterways Pro-
gramme at Penshurst RSL on 30 Sept. More than 60 local residents attended, including 
Graham Quint and Alan Fairley. The Manager of the Water Board, Bob Wilson, explained 
the Programme, with special emphasis on how attempts were being made to repair the 
damage to the Georges River catchment. Urban run-off and pollution of Cabramatta and 
Prospect Creeks are the major problem areas for our river. Long-term planning is in 
place and projects are to be funded by the $60 levy. There are proposals to reduce 
toxic discharges into sewers, use sludge for composting, construct trash racks and 
pollution traps to prevent litter from entering rivers and harbours, upgrade sewage 
treatment plants, reclaim and reuse effluent and to educate the public especially 
about the wastage of water, our most scarce resource. According to Mr. Wilson, the 
Water Board would like to see a change in the pricing system of water. The current 
system with a flat service fee, no matter how much water you use, has no incentive to 
save water and encourages waste. It is the Independent Prices Tribunal and not the 
Government or Water Board which establishes the pricing system; complaints should be 
directed to the Tribunal. 

O.F.F. also had a stall at the Lions Club Oatley Festival on Saturday, 17 Oct. This 
annual event is important for the Society as it gives us a shopfront and allows the 
public to find out more about the Society and its activities. 

FLOWER IDENTIFICATION WALK 
Nancy Beattie resumes her plant identification walk in Oatley Park on Monday, 2 Nov. 
Meet 10.00 am at the picnic 'castle' near the baths. Ring Nancy for details on 525 7458. 

BANKSTOWN NEWS 
The Society has received a copy of The Bushlander for Spring 1992, the newsletter of 
the Bankstown Bushland Society. In an article about the preservation of suburban 
trees, recent instances are given of illegal and unwarranted tree destruction. One 
example is of the destruction of native trees for car parking at the Baptist Christian 
Centre in East Hills. The species in question is now extinct in the area. No effort 
was made to identify the species or to collect seed. The Council was not prepared to 
enforce its tree preservation laws, arguing that "a balance has to be maintained 
between tree preservation and the legitimate rights of the owners of the property to 

develop and use their property". 
A copy of this newsletter is available at the desk at next meeting. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street (near the corner of 
Letltla Street), Oatley. Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings 
and field days. Please make yourself known as you come In. it Is Intended that 
meetings commence promptly at 7.^5 pm. 

26 October (Monday). A talk by well-known author and palaeobotanlst, Mary White on 
THE E^LUTTO^ OE^THE AUSTRALIAN E^VTRO^ME^T - A look at flora and fauna through 
geological change. An enthralling evening. Why not bring a frlend7 

^ ^ov. WEEKEND CAMPING TRIP. This yearns weekend camp Is at Bundanoon In the 
Southern Highlands. The camping ground Is In Morton national Park, just a kilometre 
from Bundanoon Railway Station and shops. Meet at the camping ground at 10 am (give 
yourself at least 2 hours tô  drive from Oatley). There will he a walk In the park, 
returning about ^pm to set up tents. Camp sites have been booked and are limited. 
Please advise Val Argall on 579 187^ If you want a camp site. There are guest houses, 
a hotel and a youth hostel In Bundanoon for those who do not wish to camp. 

13 November (Erlday). ^OCTUR^AL STROLL 1^ ROYAL ^ATIO^AL PARK. Debbie Andrew, our 
recent speaker on mammals and zoologist with the national Parks and Wildlife Service, 
will lead a spotlight walk along Lady Carrlngton Drive, near Audley. Walk starts at 
7.30 pm; meet at gate to Carrlngton Drive. Some members will be arriving early at 
Audley to have a barbecue dinner; meet near the shelter shed behind the Visitors 
Centre between 6 and 6.30 pm. Bring a torch; possums and gliders almost guaranteed, 
and who kno^swhat else. 

18 November (Wednesday). E^D OE THE YEAR GET-TOGETHER A^D Dl^ER. The function Room 
at Oatley RSL (opposite the Post Office) has been booked for a get-together commenc-
ing at 7.30 pm. Dinner will Include Entree, Main Course of Roast Rack of Lamb or 
Steak Dlanne, followed by Dessert and coffee. Cost^ $16. As the room holds only a 
limited number, please make a definite booking by ringing Val Douglas on 580 7783 
before Wednesday 11 November. 

RAEELE 
As mentioned In last OEE ^ews, an end of the year raffle Is being run by the Society. 
Tickets are 50c each or 3 for $1. They are on sale at Coral Serlsler^s shop In 
Mulga Road, West Oatley and at the Dinner on the 18 November (see above). It will be 
drawn at the dinner. 
A number of prices have already been donated, but Val Douglas Is anxious to receive 
some grocery donations for the basket. Please bring any spare groceries you have to 
the ne^t meeting or Val can collect them (Tel. 580 7783). 

SMTGGT^ HOLES 
Th^re are still vacancies for the Smlggln Holes w^k^ortnlght of walking In the Snowy 
region. Dates^ 23 to 30 January Inclusive^ 30 January to 6 February 1993 Inclusive, 
if you have friends who are not ORE members and who would enjoy summer walking holl-
day Invite them to join us. Ring Keith Underwood (570 11^9) for bookings and details. 

1993 national Parks Diaries 
These pocket-sl^e diaries are just the right sf^e to slip Into a post-bag for Christ-
mas gifts for overseas friends. Excellent value at $9.50. See Alan Ealrley at meet-
ing night on the back desk. 

LUCAS HE1CHTS MEGA-TTP 
The news that the Government has withdrawn Its plans for a huge tip at Lucas Heights 
Is very welcome. Antl-tlp forces had presented an excellent case at the Commission 
of Enquiry and It was likely that the Commissioner would decide against the Government. 
Conservationists should now rally behind the national Parks Associations proposal for 
the bushland areas of Mill and Barden Creeks to be added to the Georges River national 
Park. 

Eleld Day - Ruined Castle - 26 September 

A delightful day was had by the 32 people who attended our Blue Mountains field day. 
The walk from narrow ^eck to Ruined Castle, via Golden Stairs, took 5 hours and Included 
1600 steps up the cliff—line. Beneath the cliff the track was lined with ferns, Mount-
ain Ash, Sassafras and Coachwood. Lunch was on top of the Ruined Castle. 

Hon. Presidents Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst. 2210 53^ 3239. 
Hon. Secretary^ Keith Underwood, P.O. Bo^ 52, Mortdale. 2223 570 11^9. 
Hon. Editors Alan Ealrley, P.O. Bo^ 1^8, Oatley. 2223 570 8332 
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THIRD RUNWAY - WHERE'S THE FILL? 
A major problem for the proposed third runway at 
Kingsford-Smith Airport is where to get the fill to build 
it. Because the runway is to be built entirely into 
Botany Bay, it requires a massive 15 million cubic 
metres of fill. The Federal Airports Corporation (FAC) 
proposal is to dredge sand from Botany Bay. This has 
come under fire from local Councils who have taken 
legal action in the Land and Environment Court to try 
to force the FAC to produce an Environmental Impact 
Statement on dredging the bay. 
Problems with dredging this massive amount of sand 
from Botany Bay include erosion of beaches at Lady 
Robinsons Beach and Towra Point, loss of commercial 
and recreational fisheries and the destruction of habitat 
of migratory wading birds. The Bay is ,perhaps 
surprisingly, an important source of fish and prawns 
for NSW ; if the runway is built 15% of the prawn 
trawling areas and 7 of the 27 fish hauling grounds are 
likely to be wiped out. 
(Source: Regional InfoNews,~Wo\ 3,1992-published by 
the Community Resource Centre , 11 Hartill-Law 
Ave.Bardwell Park). 

SUSTAIN - OR PERISH Homo sapiens is still 
reliant on the earth as it was in palaeolithic times. .Most 
of his food still depends on plant growth in a thin layer 
of topsoil developed after many millennia by the 
breakdown of rock. Grasses still provide his staple 
food, whether in the form of grain (such as wheat and 
rice) or pasture for domestic animals. He needs a wide 
variety of vegetables and fruit together with fresh air 
and clean water. Lack of natural foods, clean air and 
clean water leads to bad health and disease.. He also 
needs shelter and clothing, much of which is derived 
from products of the land. 
It is therefore essential to maintain the necessities of 
life. Development has caused land degradation, forest 
depletion and atmospheric and aquatic pollution. If 
"sustainable development" could take place without 
environmental damage it would be acceptable, but 

natural or human environment.lt is for this reason that 
large-scale projects, like woodchipping,freeways, and 
coastal or escarpment resorts, arouse such strong 
opposition from conservation groups. The main aim of 
research and endeavour should be a sustained 
environment not sustained development. 
(Source: The Colong Bulletin ) 

THE HAWKESBURY - NEPEAN CRISIS The 
Society has recently received some material on the 
crisis facing the Hawkesbury-Nepean River 
system. While our focus has tended to be the Georges 
River system, what is happening along the Hawkesbury 
is symptomatic of what is happening to all river 
systems near urban areas. 
At present the Hawkesbuiy-Nepean catchment is 
governed by 26 acts of parliament, 8 ministerial 
portfolios, 13 local councils, 15 State government 
agencies and more than 160 councillors and aldermen. 
The roles and responsibilities of these interests often 
overlap and conflict, preventing coordinated forward 
planning in the catchment. Consequently, soils are 
lost, sewage and silt enter creeks and tributaries and 
bushland communities are destroyed. The river is 
becoming little more than a treated sewage and 
stormwater drain. 
A coalition of resident action and environment groups 
along the river is calling for an effective river authority 
with an ecological basis to protect the catchment and to 
improve and protect the river's water quality. (More 
details of these problems in a later O.F.F. News). 

SPOTLIGHT WALK : BOLA CREEK The 
hazards of walking through the dark forests on Friday 
the 13th did not deter people from attending the 
spotlight possum hunt led by Debbie Andrew along the 
southern end of Lady Canington Drive.Over 55 people 
attended (I lost count in the dark!). The wind or the 
dozens of flashlights kept most of the animals away 
from our view, but most were content with the 
sighting of two greater gliders and a ring-tail possum. 
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Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall ,Frederick Street, 
(near the corner of Letit ia Street),Oatley. 

Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm 

. November 2 3 ( M o n d a y ) . ** P l e a s e n o t e : c h a n g e of p r o g r a m m e T h e return 
of Michae l Spence to show his wonder fu l slides. M a n y of u s will r emember Michael 's slides and 

comment ry on India which he presented to the meet ing last year .His topic this month is A N I G H T 
j O F M Y S T E R Y A N D R O M A N C E from another of his great overseas adventures . As this is the last 
! meet ing of the year, the slide presentation will be fol lowed b y a get-together and supper. Please br ing 
j a long some festive fare .such as cake,biscuits ,sandwiches,nuts,sweets. to m a k e the night a memorab le 
j one 

! THERE WELL BE NO MEETING OR FIELD DAY IN DECEMBER OR JANUARY.THE NEXT 
|MEETING WILL BE THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON FEB 1,1993. 

WEEKEND CAMPOUT CXer 30 people attended the 
camping weekend at Bundanoon. The weather was 
overcast but warm,with heavy rain at night and on 
Sunday. On Saturday,there was an inspection of Erith 
Coal Mine: its resident lyrebird was spotted. Walks in 
the afternoon included Bundanoon Creek. On 
Sunday.most ot the group walked the old tramway at 
Mittagong and admired the waratahs. 
MARY WHITE'S TALK About 85 members and 
visitors attended the recent talk on the evolution of the 
Australian environment. Most agreed that it was one of 
the best lectures we've had at our meeting.lt was thought-
provoking, well-presented and accompanied by 
magnificent slides. 
GUNGAH BA^ RESER\~E. Work continues in this 
Oatley bushland with the National Trust team working 
its way through removing weed species and opening up 
the canopy to allow native species to regenerate. Some 
Ot F members have been helping once a month. If you 
want to lend a hand lor a couple ot hours and at the same 
time learn some of the techniques of bush regeneration, 
then the next work party will be on Saturday, 
December 2. Meet at 9.00 am. Enter the reserve beside 
the Bowling Club, just west of the railway station. 

Some time ago, OFF Committee suggested to Hurstville 
Council that the name of Gungah Bay Reserve be 
changed to the Myles Dunphy Bushland Reserve to 

commemorate one of the State's best known 
conservationists who lived in West Oatley close to the 
reserve. We were pleased to hear from Council that the 
Geographical Names Board has approved the renaming. A 
renaming and dedication ceremony will be held on site 
early next year after the bush regeneration 
has had some effect. 
HELP NEEDED The Society has embarked on a long-
term project to improve its publicity material. We intend 
to develop a number of photo -boards showing both the 
work of the Society and some local conservation 
issues.These boards will be then available at functions 
such as Lions Club Festival and library displays. Help is 
needed to take suitabe photographs and to design these 
displays. If you are able to assist, please ring Val 
Douglas on 580 7783. 
\ \ e would also like to set up a speakers panel - a list of 
people willing to give the occasional talk on 
conservation or the Society to school and local groups. 
We are getting more and more requests for speakers. If 
you are free during the day and would like to help,ring 
Keith Underwood on 570 1149. 
1993 DIARIES Next meeting will be your last chance to 
purchase your National Parks Diary .An excellent 
Christmas present; slips easily into a post bag.Good 
value at $9.50 
EUROPEAN WASPS? Contact your local council to 
arrange eradication. 

Hon President : Graham Quint, 16 Evans Street, Peakhurst 2210 534 3239 
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